rush limbaugh the way things ought to be

rush limbaugh the way things ought to be resonates with many who recall his distinctive voice and
unyielding perspective on American life. This article delves into the core tenets of his philosophy,
exploring what he articulated as "the way things ought to be." We will examine his views on
conservatism, individual liberty, and the role of government, drawing from his extensive broadcast career
and published works. Understanding Limbaugh's perspective requires appreciating his unique blend of
populism and traditional conservative principles. Our exploration will cover his commentary on cultural
issues, economic policies, and his impact on the political landscape, offering a comprehensive overview of

his enduring message.
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Understanding Rush Limbaugh's Conservative Philosophy

Rush Limbaugh built a formidable media empire on the bedrock of conservative principles, articulating a
vision for America that he consistently referred to as "the way things ought to be." His philosophy was
deeply rooted in a belief in limited government, individual responsibility, and free-market capitalism.
Limbaugh was not a traditional ideologue; he was a charismatic communicator who translated complex
political and economic ideas into accessible language for millions of listeners. He championed what he saw as
foundational American values, often contrasting them with what he perceived as liberal overreach and

societal decay.



His conservatism was characterized by a strong emphasis on patriotism and a fervent belief in the
exceptionalism of the United States. He frequently invoked the Founding Fathers and the U.S. Constitution
as guiding documents, arguing that deviations from these original principles led to national decline.
Limbaugh's approach was often confrontational, as he relished in challenging prevailing liberal narratives
and what he labeled as "political correctness." This direct and often provocative style, while alienating to
some, was precisely what resonated with his dedicated audience who felt their own frustrations and

viewpoints were being amplified.

The Foundation of Limited Government

A central pillar of Rush Limbaugh's "the way things ought to be" was the principle of limited government.
He consistently argued that government intervention in the economy and in the lives of individuals was
inherently inefficient and detrimental to freedom. He believed that excessive regulation stifled innovation
and economic growth, and that government programs, while often well-intentioned, ultimately fostered
dependency and eroded personal initiative. Limbaugh often pointed to historical examples and economic
theories to support his claim that free markets, when allowed to operate without undue interference, were

the most effective mechanism for prosperity.

He viewed government bureaucracy with deep skepticism, often portraying it as bloated, wasteful, and out
of touch with the needs of ordinary Americans. His ideal scenario involved a government that protected
individual rights, provided national defense, and enforced contracts, but otherwise stayed out of the way of
individuals and businesses. This minimalist approach to governance was a consistent theme throughout his

career, forming a significant part of his appeal to those who felt overburdened by taxes and regulations.

Emphasis on Individual Responsibility and Liberty

Complementing his belief in limited government was Rush Limbaugh's unwavering commitment to
individual responsibility and liberty. He frequently stated that individuals, not the government, were
ultimately responsible for their own success or failure. This ethos extended to personal choices, economic
endeavors, and even the acceptance of consequences for one's actions. Limbaugh championed the idea that
freedom was not merely the absence of constraint but the opportunity and the imperative to make one's

own choices and live with their outcomes.

He often contrasted this with what he described as a victim mentality promoted by liberal ideologies,
which he believed encouraged people to blame external factors for their circumstances rather than taking
ownership. For Limbaugh, true freedom was intertwined with self-reliance and the pursuit of happiness
through personal effort and sound decision-making. This focus on individual agency was a core message in

his vision of "the way things ought to be," promoting a robust sense of personal accountability.



Core Principles of "The Way Things Ought to Be"

Rush Limbaugh's articulation of "the way things ought to be" was not merely a collection of political talking
points; it represented a deeply ingrained worldview that shaped his commentary on virtually every aspect
of American life. These principles were consistent and unwavering, forming the bedrock of his appeal to a

vast and dedicated audience. He presented his vision as a return to fundamental truths that he believed had

been eroded by modern cultural and political trends.

At the heart of his philosophy was a profound respect for tradition and established institutions, which he
believed provided stability and order. He was a vocal critic of what he saw as radical social change and a
perceived decline in moral standards. His brand of conservatism was characterized by a pragmatic approach
to policy, often emphasizing common sense solutions over abstract ideologies. This combination of traditional

values and practical application made his message relatable and influential.

The Importance of Traditional Values and Morality

Rush Limbaugh frequently emphasized the importance of traditional values and morality as essential
components of a healthy society, defining what he felt "the way things ought to be" in terms of character
and conduct. He often spoke of the nuclear family, faith, and a strong work ethic as cornerstones of
Anmerican strength and prosperity. Limbaugh was a vocal critic of what he perceived as a breakdown in
moral authority and the erosion of traditional social norms, which he believed were being replaced by

relativistic and decadent ideals.

He saw these traditional values not as relics of the past but as timeless principles that provided a necessary
framework for individual behavior and societal cohesion. His commentary often touched upon issues such as
education, parenting, and religious freedom, always advocating for a return to what he considered more
sensible and morally grounded approaches. This aspect of his philosophy resonated with many who felt a

sense of cultural displacement and sought a reaffirmation of familiar standards.

Patriotism and National Identity

A powerful and recurring theme in Rush Limbaugh's "the way things ought to be" was a deep and fervent
patriotism. He believed in the unique greatness of the United States and often articulated a vision of
American exceptionalism, emphasizing the nation's historical role as a beacon of freedom and opportunity.
Limbaugh consistently championed the flag, the military, and symbols of national pride, encouraging his

listeners to embrace their American identity with enthusiasm and conviction.



He viewed criticism of the United States, particularly from within, as unpatriotic and detrimental to
national morale. His brand of patriotism was often intertwined with a robust defense of American
institutions and the U.S. Constitution, which he saw as the blueprint for a free and prosperous society. This
strong nationalistic sentiment was a unifying force for his audience, fostering a collective sense of pride and

belonging.

The Pursuit of Happiness Through Individual Endeavor

For Rush Limbaugh, "the way things ought to be" was intrinsically linked to the individual's pursuit of

happiness, which he firmly believed was best achieved through personal endeavor and free enterprise. He
championed the American Dream as a tangible reality accessible to anyone willing to work hard, take risks,
and make sound decisions. Limbaugh consistently advocated for policies that he believed fostered economic

opportunity and rewarded initiative, such as lower taxes and deregulation.

He often used anecdotes and examples from his own career and from the lives of successful individuals to
illustrate his point that personal agency was the primary driver of success. His message was one of
empowerment, encouraging listeners to take control of their own destinies rather than relying on external

assistance. This optimistic and individualistic outlook was a hallmark of his optimistic vision for America.

Government and Individual Liberty in Limbaugh's Vision

Rush Limbaugh consistently framed the relationship between government and individual liberty as a
delicate balance, with a strong preference for maximizing the latter. His vision of "the way things ought to
be" often involved a significantly reduced role for government, allowing individuals greater autonomy and
freedom in their lives. He viewed government expansion not as a sign of progress but as an encroachment

upon the fundamental rights and liberties of citizens.

He frequently drew upon historical precedents and philosophical arguments to support his conviction that
unchecked governmental power was a threat to a free society. His commentary was not simply about
dismantling government but about ensuring that any government that did exist was strictly accountable to
the people and operated within clearly defined constitutional boundaries. This perspective formed a core

element of his political ideology.

Challenging Government Overreach

A defining characteristic of Rush Limbaugh's "the way things ought to be" was his persistent challenge to



what he perceived as government overreach. He viewed excessive taxation, burdensome regulations, and
expansive federal programs as impediments to individual freedom and economic prosperity. Limbaugh
often used vivid language and compelling analogies to illustrate how government intervention, even with

good intentions, could lead to unintended negative consequences, stifling innovation and personal initiative.

He was a staunch critic of what he termed "bureaucratic bloat" and the perceived tendency of government
agencies to expand their power and scope. His ideal government was one that was lean, efficient, and
focused on essential functions like national defense and the protection of individual rights. This strong
stance against government overreach was a significant part of his appeal to those who felt their liberties

were being infringed upon.

The Unalienable Rights of Citizens

Central to Rush Limbaugh's vision of "the way things ought to be" was a profound respect for the
unalienable rights of citizens, as enshrined in the U.S. Constitution. He frequently emphasized the
importance of freedoms such as speech, religion, and the right to bear arms, viewing them as essential
bulwarks against potential tyranny. Limbaugh argued that these rights were not granted by the
government but were inherent to individuals, and that the government's primary role was to protect

them.

He was a vocal defender of these liberties, often opposing what he saw as attempts by the government or
other powerful entities to curtail them. His passionate defense of individual rights resonated with many
who felt that these fundamental freedoms were under threat. This unwavering commitment to the

foundational rights of individuals was a cornerstone of his conservative philosophy.

The Role of Government in a Free Society

Rush Limbaugh articulated a specific and limited role for government within a free society, defining "the
way things ought to be" in terms of its essential functions. He believed that government should primarily
act as a protector of individual rights, a enforcer of laws, and a provider of national defense. Beyond these
core responsibilities, he argued that government intervention often proved detrimental, hindering

individual initiative and economic dynamism.

His ideal government was one that was transparent, accountable, and confined to its constitutionally
enumerated powers. He often contrasted this vision with what he perceived as the expansive and
interventionist tendencies of modern liberal governments, which he believed encroached upon personal
freedoms and created economic inefficiencies. This clear demarcation of governmental responsibility was a

key element of his political framework.



Limbaugh on Economic Policy and Free Markets

Rush Limbaugh was a fervent advocate for free-market capitalism, viewing it as the most effective engine
for prosperity and the cornerstone of individual liberty. His economic philosophy, central to his vision of
"the way things ought to be," was built on the principles of limited government intervention, low taxes,
and deregulation. He believed that when individuals and businesses were free to innovate and compete,

the result was greater wealth creation and opportunity for all.

He frequently analyzed economic issues through the lens of supply and demand, individual incentives, and
the dangers of government price controls or excessive subsidies. Limbaugh often used historical examples
and contemporary events to illustrate his points, arguing that free markets, despite their occasional
volatility, ultimately led to better outcomes than centrally planned economies or heavily regulated systems.

His consistent message was that economic freedom was inextricably linked to personal freedom.

The Power of Free Markets

Central to Rush Limbaugh's message of "the way things ought to be" was an unshakeable faith in the
power of free markets. He consistently argued that voluntary exchange, competition, and consumer choice
were the most efficient and equitable ways to allocate resources and generate wealth. Limbaugh believed
that government interference in the economy, through regulations, price controls, or excessive taxation,

ultimately distorted market signals, stifled innovation, and harmed economic growth.

He often contrasted the dynamism of free markets with the perceived inefficiencies and stagnation of
socialist or command economies. His advocacy for free markets extended to a belief in entrepreneurship and
risk-taking, which he saw as essential drivers of economic progress. This strong endorsement of free-

market principles was a defining feature of his economic commentary.

Advocacy for Lower Taxes and Deregulation

Rush Limbaugh consistently championed lower taxes and deregulation as essential components of a
thriving economy, defining "the way things ought to be" in terms of economic freedom. He argued that
high taxes penalized success and discouraged investment, while burdensome regulations stifled innovation
and created unnecessary obstacles for businesses. Limbaugh believed that reducing the tax burden on
individuals and corporations would incentivize them to invest, expand, and create jobs, leading to broader

economic prosperity.

He often cited economic studies and historical periods of growth that coincided with lower tax rates and



reduced regulation as evidence for his position. His advocacy was rooted in the belief that individuals and
businesses, when allowed to retain more of their earnings and operate with fewer governmental
constraints, would make better decisions for themselves and for the economy as a whole. This focus on

reducing the economic footprint of government was a consistent theme.

Critique of Government Spending and Debt

A significant aspect of Rush Limbaugh's economic commentary, integral to his vision of "the way things
ought to be," was his sharp critique of government spending and the accumulation of national debt. He
frequently warned about the long-term consequences of excessive government expenditure, including
inflation, reduced economic competitiveness, and a burden on future generations. Limbaugh viewed deficit

spending as fiscally irresponsible and a threat to the nation's financial stability.

He advocated for fiscal discipline and a balanced budget, arguing that governments, like households, must
live within their means. His critiques often targeted specific government programs and the perceived
wastefulness associated with them. This emphasis on financial prudence and the dangers of unchecked

government debt was a recurring theme in his economic discourse.

Cultural Commentary and Traditional Values

Rush Limbaugh's commentary extended far beyond economics and politics, encompassing a broad range of
cultural issues. His articulation of "the way things ought to be" often involved a strong defense of traditional
values and a critique of what he perceived as the erosion of moral standards in society. He believed that a

strong cultural foundation was essential for the well-being and stability of the nation.

Limbaugh was a frequent commentator on issues such as family, faith, education, and the arts. He often
expressed concern about what he saw as a growing acceptance of behaviors and ideologies that deviated
from what he considered to be traditional and beneficial norms. His approach was to confront these trends
directly, challenging prevailing liberal narratives and advocating for a return to what he believed were

more sensible and time-tested principles.

The Role of Family and Faith

Rush Limbaugh consistently highlighted the importance of family and faith as foundational pillars of a
strong society, integral to his vision of "the way things ought to be." He frequently emphasized the

traditional nuclear family as the ideal unit for raising children and fostering moral development. Limbaugh



believed that strong family bonds provided individuals with stability, guidance, and a sense of belonging.

Similarly, he often spoke about the positive influence of faith and religious institutions in promoting ethical
behavior and providing a moral compass. While not advocating for any specific religious doctrine, he
championed the general role of spirituality in individuals' lives and its contribution to a well-ordered
society. His commentary often contrasted these traditional institutions with what he saw as emerging

cultural trends that undermined their significance.

Critique of "Political Correctness”

One of the most prominent and often debated aspects of Rush Limbaugh's "the way things ought to be" was
his relentless critique of "political correctness." He viewed political correctness as a form of censorship and a
tool used by the left to suppress dissenting opinions and enforce a particular ideological orthodoxy.
Limbaugh argued that it stifled free speech, discouraged honest dialogue, and created a climate of fear

where individuals were afraid to express their true thoughts.

He often used humor and satire to expose what he saw as the absurdities of political correctness,
encouraging his listeners to reject it and speak their minds freely. His willingness to openly challenge
prevailing social norms and express views that were considered controversial made him a polarizing figure,
but it also solidified his appeal among those who felt similarly constrained by what they perceived as an

overly sensitive and restrictive cultural environment.

Education and Societal Values

Rush Limbaugh frequently addressed issues related to education and its role in shaping societal values,
aligning with his perspective on "the way things ought to be." He often expressed concern about what he
saw as a drift away from traditional academic rigor and patriotic education in public schools. Limbaugh
advocated for an education system that instilled a strong sense of American history, civics, and traditional

moral principles.

He was critical of what he perceived as the politicization of classrooms and the promotion of ideologies that
he believed undermined the foundational values of the country. Limbaugh's ideal educational system
would focus on imparting knowledge and critical thinking skills while reinforcing a sense of national pride
and respect for established institutions. This focus on the formative influence of education was a key

element of his cultural commentary.



The Role of Media and Political Discourse

Rush Limbaugh fundamentally understood the power of media in shaping public opinion and influencing
political discourse. His own success as a radio host was a testament to his mastery of the medium, and he
often used his platform to articulate his vision of "the way things ought to be" for American media and
politics. He saw himself as a counterweight to what he perceived as a liberal bias in mainstream news

organizations.

Limbaugh believed that robust and open debate was essential for a healthy democracy, and he often
criticized what he saw as gatekeeping and agenda-driven reporting. His style was designed to cut through
what he considered to be obfuscation and political maneuvering, presenting his arguments directly and
forcefully to his audience. This approach had a significant impact on the broader landscape of political

communication.

Limbaugh as a Media Pioneer

Rush Limbaugh was undeniably a media pioneer, transforming talk radio into a powerful political force and
significantly influencing the direction of conservative media. His daily program, "The Rush Limbaugh
Show," became a national phenomenon, reaching millions of listeners and setting a template for subsequent
conservative broadcasters. Limbaugh's success was built on his ability to connect with his audience on an

emotional and intellectual level, articulating their frustrations and aspirations.

He understood the intimate nature of radio, creating a sense of community and shared understanding with
his listeners. Limbaugh's innovative use of technology, such as his broadcast syndicate and the development
of his online presence, further solidified his influence. His impact on the media landscape, particularly in

the realm of conservative talk radio, is undeniable and continues to shape the industry.

Challenging the Mainstream Media Narrative

A cornerstone of Rush Limbaugh's broadcast philosophy, central to his articulation of "the way things ought
to be," was his persistent challenge to the mainstream media narrative. He consistently accused major news
outlets of harboring a liberal bias, arguing that they often presented a skewed or incomplete picture of
events, failing to represent the views of a significant portion of the American population. Limbaugh

positioned himself as a vital source of alternative information and perspective for his listeners.

He frequently deconstructed news stories, highlighting what he saw as partisan framing and selective

reporting. His intent was to empower his audience with what he believed was a more accurate and



unvarnished understanding of the issues. This critical stance towards the mainstream media became a
defining characteristic of his show and resonated deeply with those who felt their own perspectives were

being ignored or misrepresented.

The Nature of Political Debate

Rush Limbaugh often weighed in on the nature of political debate, offering his perspective on "the way
things ought to be" in terms of civic discourse. He believed that political discussions should be direct, honest,
and driven by substantive arguments rather than personal attacks or ideological dogma. Limbaugh himself
was known for his confrontational style, which he saw as a necessary tool to cut through what he

perceived as political spin and evasion.

He advocated for a more robust and open exchange of ideas, even when those ideas were contentious.
While his approach often generated controversy, it also fostered a sense of authenticity for his listeners,
who felt he was speaking plainly and directly about the issues. His influence on political discourse

highlighted the power of strong personalities to shape public conversation.

Limbaugh's Legacy and Lasting Impact

Rush Limbaugh left an indelible mark on American media and conservative politics, shaping public
discourse for decades. His legacy is complex and multifaceted, marked by both fervent admiration and sharp
criticism. His philosophy of "the way things ought to be" resonated with millions, influencing their political

views and fostering a particular brand of conservative thought.

The impact of his work can be seen in the continued prominence of conservative talk radio, the rise of
other influential media personalities, and the enduring debates surrounding the role of government and
individual liberty in American society. Understanding his contributions is crucial for grasping the
evolution of modern conservatism and the ongoing cultural conversations that he so vigorously engaged

with.

Influence on Modern Conservatism

Rush Limbaugh's influence on modern conservatism is undeniable and far-reaching, deeply impacting
what many believe "the way things ought to be." He served as a vital voice for the conservative
movement for over three decades, articulating its principles with clarity, passion, and an unparalleled

ability to connect with a vast audience. Limbaugh popularized key conservative tenets, including limited



government, individual responsibility, free markets, and traditional values, making them accessible and

appealing to millions.

He effectively countered liberal narratives and provided a platform for dissenting voices, helping to shape
the political discourse and energize conservative voters. His success paved the way for a generation of
conservative commentators and media outlets, cementing his status as a foundational figure in
contemporary conservative thought and strategy. His legacy continues to inform and inspire many within

the movement.

The Enduring Appeal of His Message

The enduring appeal of Rush Limbaugh's message, rooted in his vision of "the way things ought to be," can
be attributed to several factors. He tapped into a deep-seated sense of frustration and disillusionment felt by
many Americans who believed that traditional values were being eroded and that government was
overstepping its bounds. Limbaugh's ability to articulate these sentiments with conviction and humor

provided his listeners with a sense of validation and empowerment.

His straightforward communication style, free from what he perceived as the euphemisms and political
correctness of the establishment, resonated with those seeking direct and unvarnished opinions.
Furthermore, his consistent focus on core principles of liberty, personal responsibility, and free enterprise
offered a clear and compelling vision for the nation, one that continued to attract and retain a loyal

following throughout his career.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What was the core philosophy behind Rush Limbaugh's "The Way
Things Ought to Be"

'"The Way Things Ought to Be' was Rush Limbaugh's signature phrase and the title of his best-selling book,
encapsulating his conservative worldview. It generally referred to a belief in traditional American values,
limited government intervention, individual responsibility, free markets, and a strong national defense. He

often contrasted this idealized vision with what he perceived as liberal overreach and societal decline.

How did Limbaugh's 'The Way Things Ought to Be' appeal to his
audience?

Limbaugh's 'The Way Things Ought to Be' resonated with a significant segment of the American

population who felt their values were being marginalized. His direct, often provocative style, and his



articulation of grievances against what he termed 'political correctness' and 'liberal media bias' provided a

sense of validation and empowerment for his listeners.

What were some common policy stances associated with 'The Way
Things Ought to Be"?

Policies aligned with "The Way Things Ought to Be' typically included advocating for lower taxes,
deregulation, a strong stance against abortion, stricter immigration control, and a robust military. Limbaugh
frequently criticized welfare programs and government social initiatives, arguing they fostered

dependency rather than self-reliance.

Did 'The Way Things Ought to Be' evolve over Limbaugh's career?

While the core tenets of Limbaugh's philosophy remained consistent, the specific issues and empbhasis
within 'The Way Things Ought to Be' did evolve over his decades-long career. As political and social
landscapes shifted, he adapted his commentary to address contemporary challenges and debates, always

framing them through his established conservative lens.

What criticisms were leveled against the concept of "The Way Things
Ought to Be'?

Criticisms of 'The Way Things Ought to Be' often centered on its perceived divisiveness, intolerance, and
promotion of a nostalgic and unrealistic view of American society. Opponents argued that it dismissed
legitimate social concerns, demonized minority groups, and contributed to political polarization by

presenting complex issues in an overly simplistic and often inflammatory manner.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Rush Limbaugh's "The Way Things Ought to Be," focusing on themes of

conservative commentary, political discourse, and societal critique, with short descriptions:

1. The American Awakening: Rediscovering Our Conservative Soul

This book argues for a resurgence of traditional American values and principles, suggesting that a departure
from these foundational ideals has led to societal fragmentation. It explores how a return to a more
conservative mindset can strengthen families, communities, and the nation as a whole. The author aims to

inspire readers to re-evaluate contemporary issues through a lens of proven conservative wisdom.

2. The Culture Wars Within: Battling for the Heart of the Nation
This title delves into the ongoing ideological battles shaping American society, identifying key areas of
contention between progressive and conservative viewpoints. It examines how cultural shifts have

impacted institutions and individual beliefs, arguing that a robust defense of traditional values is essential.



The book offers a perspective on how to navigate and win these cultural conflicts by understanding their

roots and implications.

3. Echoes of Reason: Sounding the Alarm on Progressive Overreach

This work critiques what it perceives as excessive governmental intervention and liberal policies that stifle
individual liberty and economic freedom. It posits that many modern societal problems stem from a
deviation from common sense and historically effective approaches. The author seeks to alert readers to the
potential dangers of unchecked progressive agendas, advocating for a return to more limited government

and individual responsibility.

4. The Patriot's Compass: Navigating a World Adrift

This book offers a conservative framework for understanding and responding to the complexities of the
modern world, both domestically and internationally. It emphasizes the importance of national sovereignty,
individual rights, and free-market principles as guiding lights. The author provides readers with a clear

moral and political compass, encouraging a grounded perspective amidst what may seem like chaotic times.

5. Common Sense Conservatism: Principles for a Prosperous Future

Focusing on the practical application of conservative thought, this book argues that a return to basic, time-
tested principles is the key to national prosperity and stability. It champions fiscal responsibility, individual
initiative, and a strong national defense as cornerstones of a successful society. The author aims to demystify

conservative ideology, presenting it as the most sensible and effective path forward.

6. The Undermining of Tradition: A Conservative Response

This title addresses the perceived erosion of traditional institutions and values, such as family, faith, and
patriotism, in contemporary society. It examines the forces contributing to this decline and proposes a
conservative strategy for their preservation and revival. The book calls for a conscious effort to uphold and

defend the foundational elements that have historically contributed to societal strength and moral order.

7. The Marketplace of Ideas: Defending Free Speech and Conservative Thought

This book champions the principles of free speech and open debate, arguing that a vibrant exchange of ideas
is crucial for a healthy democracy. It critiques what the author sees as attempts to silence or marginalize
conservative viewpoints in public discourse. The work advocates for the unhindered expression of diverse

opinions, believing that robust dialogue ultimately leads to better outcomes.

8. Restoring the Republic: A Call to Action for Concerned Citizens

This title serves as an urgent appeal to Americans to actively engage in the political process to safeguard the
nation's founding principles. It identifies key threats to the republic and encourages readers to become
informed and involved in advocating for conservative solutions. The book aims to empower citizens,

inspiring them to take a stand for the preservation of American liberty and constitutional governance.

9. The Conservative Mindset: Understanding and Articulating Your Values
Designed to equip individuals with the tools to understand and articulate conservative principles, this book

explores the core tenets of this political philosophy. It addresses common misconceptions and provides clear



explanations of conservative positions on a range of issues. The author seeks to foster a deeper appreciation

for conservative thought and enable readers to confidently express their beliefs.
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