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rudolph the red nosed reindeer original story is a tale beloved by
generations, evoking images of snow, merriment, and the magical glow of a
very special nose. Many know the song, but fewer understand the origins and
the subtle nuances of the original narrative. This article delves deep into
the genesis of Rudolph, exploring the circumstances that led to his creation,
the man behind the myth, and the evolution of his iconic status. We will
examine the core elements of the Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer original
story, its initial reception, and how it transformed from a simple marketing
ploy into a timeless Christmas classic. Prepare to discover the heartwarming
journey of a reindeer who defied expectations and became a symbol of hope and
acceptance.
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The Humble Beginnings: A Marketing Idea

The genesis of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer is not rooted in ancient
folklore or mythical winter spirits, but rather in a pragmatic business need.
In the bustling retail landscape of the early 20th century, department stores
sought creative ways to attract families and boost holiday sales. This desire
for innovative customer engagement led to the development of original
characters and stories that could be distributed as promotional materials,
particularly to children. The idea was to create a memorable and heartwarming
narrative that would resonate with families during the Christmas season,
fostering a sense of goodwill and encouraging patronage of the store.

This focus on creating a unique brand identity through storytelling was a
relatively new but increasingly effective marketing strategy. The goal was to
give children a special reason to visit the store, perhaps to receive a free
booklet featuring the character, or to see a representation of them during



the holiday period. The success of such initiatives hinged on the character's
appeal and the story's ability to capture the imagination. The Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer original story was born out of this precise commercial
imperative, aiming to create a lasting impression and a positive association
with the Montgomery Ward brand.

Robert L. May and the Montgomery Ward
Connection

The individual most credited with bringing Rudolph to life is Robert L. May,
a copywriter working for the Chicago-based department store Montgomery Ward.
In 1939, May was tasked with creating a new Christmas story that the company
could distribute to its customers as a free booklet. The existing tradition
of giving away coloring books or storybooks for children during the holidays
was popular, and Montgomery Ward wanted something fresh and original to
compete with other retailers. May’s assignment was to devise a character and
narrative that would be engaging for young audiences and reflect the spirit
of Christmas.

May was reportedly struggling with writer's block and the pressure to come up
with a compelling concept. He observed his young daughter, who was quite shy,
and drew inspiration from her gentle nature. The idea of an outcast, a
character who was different but ultimately found their place, began to take
shape. He considered various animal characters, including a rabbit, but
eventually settled on a reindeer, a creature inherently linked to the North
Pole and Santa Claus. The choice of a reindeer was strategic, immediately
placing the character within the familiar and magical realm of Christmas
mythology, making the Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story more
readily accessible to its intended audience.

The Creative Process and Initial Drafts

May’s initial sketches and drafts underwent several revisions. He
experimented with different names and personality traits for his reindeer
protagonist. The concept of a misfit was central to his idea, reflecting a
universal theme of belonging and acceptance. He wanted to create a character
that children, especially those who might feel different or ostracized, could
empathize with. This focus on the underdog resonated deeply and would prove
to be a key factor in the story’s enduring appeal. The narrative needed to be
simple enough for young children to understand but also contain a moral
lesson.

The development of Rudolph's most distinctive feature – his red nose – was
also part of May's creative process. He envisioned it as something that made
Rudolph stand out, initially a source of ridicule, but later his greatest



asset. The color red was chosen for its vibrancy and visibility, a stark
contrast against the snowy white landscape. This visual element was crucial
in making the character memorable and distinguishing him from the other
reindeer in Santa's stable. The design and character arc were carefully
considered to ensure maximum emotional impact and storytelling potential for
the Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story.

The Character's Creation: Inspiration and
Design

The inspiration behind Rudolph's unique red nose is often attributed to a
combination of practical observation and a touch of whimsy. While no
definitive historical record pinpoints the exact moment of inspiration, it is
widely believed that May was influenced by observations of natural phenomena.
Some theories suggest he may have noticed the glint of light off a shiny
object, or perhaps the rosy cheeks of children in the winter cold. Regardless
of the precise spark, the red nose became the defining characteristic of
Rudolph, setting him apart from all other reindeer.

In terms of design, the original illustrations that accompanied May's story
were created by Denver Gill. Gill's artwork depicted Rudolph as a somewhat
forlorn but hopeful young reindeer. The visual representation was crucial in
conveying the character's emotional journey. The contrast between Rudolph's
bright, glowing nose and the darker fur of the other reindeer was emphasized,
highlighting his otherness. This visual element, combined with May's
narrative, established the foundation for Rudolph's iconic image. The
simplicity of the design made it easily reproducible and recognizable,
contributing to its widespread popularity and the recognition of the Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story.

The Significance of the Red Nose

The red nose was not merely a superficial detail; it was central to the
narrative's theme of overcoming adversity and embracing one's uniqueness.
Initially, Rudolph's nose made him the target of mockery and exclusion from
the other reindeer games. This depiction of bullying and social exclusion is
a powerful aspect of the story that resonates with children who may have
experienced similar feelings. The nose, the very thing that made him
different, also represented his potential for greatness. The story cleverly
transforms this perceived flaw into a celebrated strength, a testament to the
power of embracing individuality.

The glowing red nose eventually becomes instrumental in saving Christmas Eve.
When a thick fog descends, threatening to prevent Santa Claus from delivering
presents, Rudolph's luminous nose provides the guidance needed for Santa's



sleigh. This pivotal moment solidifies Rudolph's importance and demonstrates
that what makes someone different can also be their most valuable
contribution. The Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story thus carries
a profound message of acceptance, self-worth, and the idea that everyone has
a special talent waiting to be discovered and utilized.

The Original Rudolph Tale: Key Plot Points

The Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story, as penned by Robert L.
May, is a narrative of hardship, resilience, and ultimate triumph. It begins
by introducing Rudolph, a young reindeer who is unlike his peers due to his
unusually bright, red, and glowing nose. This physical anomaly makes him the
object of ridicule and ostracism. He is often excluded from games and social
interactions with the other young reindeer, leading to feelings of loneliness
and despair. The story emphasizes his isolation and the emotional toll it
takes on him, painting a vivid picture of his early life.

The plot then progresses to a crucial moment: Christmas Eve. The weather
conditions are exceptionally poor, with dense fog rolling in, making it
impossible for Santa Claus to navigate his route. In this moment of crisis,
Santa realizes the immense difficulty he faces. It is then that he has an
inspired idea. He calls upon Rudolph, recognizing the potential of his
uniquely illuminated nose to guide the sleigh through the treacherous
weather. This is the turning point where Rudolph's perceived flaw becomes his
greatest asset and saves the day.

Rudolph's Transformation and Acceptance

The climax of the story sees Rudolph proudly leading Santa's sleigh, his red
nose acting as a beacon in the darkness. As he guides Santa through the fog,
he becomes the hero of Christmas Eve. The other reindeer, who had previously
mocked him, are now in awe of his bravery and his indispensable role. This
moment marks Rudolph's complete transformation from an outcast to a
celebrated figure. His acceptance is not just passive; it is active and
enthusiastic, as everyone recognizes the vital contribution he made.

The Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story concludes with Rudolph
enjoying newfound respect and admiration. He is no longer alone or ridiculed;
instead, he is celebrated for his unique quality. The story effectively
teaches a valuable lesson about judging others and the importance of looking
beyond superficial differences. It underscores the idea that everyone
possesses unique talents that can be invaluable, and that true acceptance
comes from recognizing and appreciating these differences. The narrative’s
simple yet powerful message has contributed significantly to its enduring
appeal across generations.



The Song That Sealed the Deal

While Robert L. May's story was a success for Montgomery Ward, its true
explosion into global phenomenon status was propelled by a musical
adaptation. In 1949, Johnny Marks, May's brother-in-law, who was a
songwriter, heard about the character and the story. Marks, who had
previously written successful Christmas songs, saw the potential for a
popular song based on Rudolph. He was granted permission by Montgomery Ward
to adapt the story into a song, and he set about crafting the now-iconic
melody and lyrics.

The song "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" quickly became a massive hit. Gene
Autry recorded the first commercially successful version, and it has since
been covered by countless artists. The song simplified the narrative of the
original story, focusing on Rudolph's plight and his eventual triumph. The
catchy tune and memorable lyrics made it an instant Christmas classic, played
and sung every holiday season. The song's popularity was instrumental in
solidifying Rudolph's place in Christmas lore and ensuring the widespread
recognition of the Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story and its
central character.

The Impact of the Song on Rudolph's Popularity

The song transformed Rudolph from a charming character in a promotional
booklet into a household name and a beloved Christmas icon. Its widespread
airplay and commercial success introduced Rudolph to millions of people who
might never have read the original story. The visual imagery evoked by the
song – the glowing red nose, Santa's sleigh, the foggy night – resonated
deeply with audiences of all ages. This musical adaptation provided a readily
accessible and emotionally engaging entry point into the Rudolph narrative,
greatly amplifying its reach and cultural impact.

The song's enduring popularity has also led to numerous adaptations and
expansions of the Rudolph universe, including animated television specials,
feature films, and merchandise. Each of these endeavors, in turn, further
cemented Rudolph's status as a quintessential Christmas figure. The Rudolph
the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story, through the power of music,
transcended its marketing origins to become a timeless tale of hope,
acceptance, and the celebration of individuality, a testament to the synergy
between a compelling narrative and a memorable melody.

Rudolph's Enduring Legacy and Impact

The legacy of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer extends far beyond his humble



beginnings as a marketing tool for Montgomery Ward. The character has become
an indelible part of global Christmas culture, recognized and cherished by
people of all ages and backgrounds. The core message of the Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer original story – that being different is not a weakness but a
potential strength, and that acceptance and kindness can overcome prejudice –
continues to resonate deeply. This universal theme ensures Rudolph's
relevance across generations, making him a symbol of hope and individuality.

Rudolph's impact can be seen in how the story has been adapted and
reinterpreted countless times, from animated specials that have become
holiday viewing traditions to books, toys, and other forms of media. Each
iteration, while sometimes offering new twists, generally stays true to the
spirit of the original narrative: a misfit reindeer who saves Christmas
through his unique ability. This enduring appeal is a testament to the power
of good storytelling and the creation of a character that embodies important
human values. The Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer original story, in its
essence, continues to inspire and delight, reminding us all that even the
most unlikely among us can become heroes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary reason Rudolph's nose glowed?
In the original story, Rudolph's nose glowed because it was made of a
luminous material. It wasn't explicitly stated as a biological anomaly, but
rather a physical characteristic.

Who created the character of Rudolph?
Rudolph was created by Robert L. May in 1939 as a character for a Montgomery
Ward Christmas booklet.

What was the initial reaction of the other reindeer
to Rudolph's glowing nose?
The other reindeer initially mocked and ridiculed Rudolph because of his
unusually bright, red nose, making him an outcast.

How did Rudolph's nose eventually become a valuable
asset?
During a particularly thick fog on Christmas Eve, Santa Claus's sleigh was
unable to navigate. He saw Rudolph's glowing nose and asked him to guide the
sleigh, turning his perceived flaw into a vital strength.



Was Rudolph always intended to be a famous
character?
No, Rudolph was initially a marketing ploy for Montgomery Ward, designed to
draw customers into their stores. His enduring popularity was a happy
accident.

What is the significance of Rudolph's story in
popular culture?
Rudolph's story is a classic tale of overcoming adversity and bullying,
demonstrating that perceived weaknesses can become extraordinary strengths.
It's a heartwarming message about acceptance and belonging.

Did the original story mention Santa Claus's elves
or other Christmas characters?
The original 1939 story focused solely on Rudolph, his ostracized existence,
and his eventual heroic role on Christmas Eve. Other characters like elves or
Frosty were not part of his initial narrative.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the original Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
story, along with their descriptions:

1. Rudolph's First Christmas Wish
This heartwarming tale delves into Rudolph's childhood, exploring the early
days of his bright nose and the anxieties it brought. Before he became
famous, Rudolph struggled to fit in with the other young reindeer. The story
focuses on his quiet hopes and dreams for acceptance as Christmas Eve
approaches.

2. The Legend of the Shiny Nose
This book expands upon the mythological origins of Rudolph's luminous nose.
It might explore ancient reindeer folklore or a magical encounter that
bestows this unique trait upon him. The narrative could weave in elements of
destiny and the idea that sometimes, what makes you different is your
greatest strength.

3. Dasher and the Discontented Doe
Set in Santa's workshop village, this story offers a perspective from one of
Santa's senior reindeer, Dasher. It explores his initial doubts and perhaps
even his mild annoyance with the commotion surrounding Rudolph's arrival and
unusual nose. The book might touch upon the challenges of change and adapting
to the unexpected.

4. The Island of Misfit Toys: A Rudolph Retelling



This version of the classic story focuses on the connections Rudolph forms
with the other misfit toys before he encounters Santa. It imagines him
meeting them in their hidden haven and discovering common ground in their
shared experiences of being different. The book emphasizes the theme of
finding belonging among those who are ostracized.

5. Sam the Snowman's Secret Notes
Sam the Snowman, a beloved character from the animated special, could be the
narrator of this story. He might have kept a secret journal or a series of
notes chronicling Rudolph's journey and the events leading up to that fateful
foggy Christmas Eve. The book offers an insider's view of the unfolding
drama.

6. Hermey's Quest for a Brighter Tooth
This adventurous story centers on Hermey the elf, who dreams of being a
dentist. It follows his journey to find a way to help Rudolph make his nose
shine even brighter, perhaps believing it could solve all his problems. Along
the way, Hermey learns valuable lessons about self-acceptance and the true
meaning of usefulness.

7. Yukon Cornelius and the Frosty Frontier
This book explores the rugged and untamed world of the Abominable Snow
Monster's territory through the eyes of Yukon Cornelius. It details his
adventures in this icy landscape and his eventual, perhaps reluctant,
alliance with Rudolph and his friends. The story highlights courage and the
surprising bonds that can form in perilous situations.

8. The Fog of Doubt: A Reindeer's Reflection
This more introspective book focuses on the collective feelings of the other
reindeer in Santa's herd. It explores their initial skepticism, their fear of
the fog, and their eventual awe and gratitude for Rudolph's leadership. The
narrative delves into the internal struggles and the process of overcoming
prejudice.

9. Santa's Little Helper: The Rudolph Revelation
This story puts Santa Claus at the forefront, reflecting on his own concerns
and challenges on that particular Christmas Eve. He grapples with the weather
and the potential delay of his deliveries. The book culminates in his
momentous decision to enlist Rudolph, seeing his unique gift as the answer to
his problem.
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