
ruby bridges movie questions and
answers
ruby bridges movie questions and answers delves into the profound historical and
educational impact of "Ruby Bridges," the acclaimed film that brought the courageous
story of a young girl’s integration of an all-white elementary school to the forefront. This
comprehensive guide addresses common questions and provides insightful answers
regarding the movie's historical context, its educational value, and the key figures
involved. We will explore the challenges Ruby faced, the significance of her bravery, and
the enduring legacy of her actions, offering a deep dive into the pivotal moments depicted
on screen and their real-world implications. Prepare to gain a richer understanding of this
important piece of American history and its cinematic portrayal.

Introduction to Ruby Bridges and the Movie

Understanding the Historical Context

Key Characters and Their Roles

The Challenges and Triumphs Depicted

Educational Significance of the Ruby Bridges Movie

Themes Explored in "Ruby Bridges"

Impact and Legacy

Key Questions and Answers About the Ruby
Bridges Movie

This section aims to address the most frequently asked questions about the film "Ruby
Bridges," providing clear and informative answers that enhance understanding of its
subject matter. We will cover aspects ranging from the factual accuracy of the movie to its
broader societal implications.

What is the "Ruby Bridges" movie about?
"Ruby Bridges" is a biographical drama film released in 1998, chronicling the true story of
Ruby Bridges, a six-year-old African American girl who became one of the first Black
students to integrate an elementary school in the American South. The movie focuses on
her courageous journey to William Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans during the



1960-1961 school year, amidst intense racial segregation and protest.

Who directed the "Ruby Bridges" movie?
The "Ruby Bridges" movie was directed by Emmy Award-winning filmmaker David V.
Pickman. His sensitive direction brought the historical events to life with a focus on Ruby's
perspective and the moral weight of the situation.

Who played Ruby Bridges in the movie?
The young Ruby Bridges was portrayed by actress Chaz Monet. Her performance was
lauded for its innocence and resilience, effectively conveying the emotional toll of her
experience.

What historical events does the movie "Ruby Bridges"
depict?
The film primarily depicts the events surrounding the desegregation of New Orleans
public schools following the landmark Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board of
Education. Specifically, it highlights the resistance and hostility Ruby Bridges faced as she
attempted to attend the all-white William Frantz Elementary School, accompanied by U.S.
Marshals.

Delving Deeper into the Historical Context of
Ruby Bridges

Understanding the historical backdrop is crucial to appreciating the significance of Ruby
Bridges' story and the film that tells it. This section provides answers to questions about
the era and the specific events that led to Ruby's integration of the school.

What was the Jim Crow era?
The Jim Crow era, roughly from the late 19th century to the mid-1960s, was characterized
by state and local laws enacted in the Southern United States that enforced racial
segregation. These laws, often referred to as "Jim Crow laws," mandated segregation in
public facilities, education, transportation, and housing, effectively disenfranchising and
oppressing African Americans.

What was the significance of Brown v. Board of



Education?
The Supreme Court's unanimous decision in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka in
1954 declared state-sponsored segregation in public schools unconstitutional. This
landmark ruling overturned the "separate but equal" doctrine established in Plessy v.
Ferguson (1896) and served as a catalyst for the Civil Rights Movement, though its
implementation faced significant resistance, as illustrated by Ruby Bridges' story.

Why was William Frantz Elementary School chosen?
William Frantz Elementary School was one of two schools in New Orleans mandated to
desegregate by federal court order. It was selected, along with McDonogh No. 19, to begin
the process of integrating the city's public school system. The choice of William Frantz
was due to its location and the court's directive to begin with a single student.

What was the reaction to Ruby Bridges attending the
school?
The reaction was overwhelmingly hostile. White parents, spurred by segregationist
groups, protested vehemently outside the school, shouting threats and insults. The scenes
depicted in the movie show mobs of angry individuals, many of whom were women,
expressing their outrage and fear. To ensure Ruby's safety, she was escorted by U.S.
Marshals.

Key Characters and Their Roles in the Ruby
Bridges Narrative

The film "Ruby Bridges" features several pivotal characters whose actions and motivations
are central to the narrative. Understanding their roles provides a more nuanced
perspective on the historical events.

Who was Ruby Bridges?
Ruby Bridges was an ordinary six-year-old girl with extraordinary courage. Born in
Tylertown, Mississippi, she moved to New Orleans with her family at a young age. Her
bravery in the face of immense pressure and hatred made her a symbol of the Civil Rights
Movement and a pioneer for educational desegregation.

Who was Lucille Bridges?
Lucille Bridges was Ruby's mother. She was a courageous and determined woman who,
along with Ruby's father, made the difficult decision to allow Ruby to participate in the



desegregation of the school. She actively supported Ruby throughout the ordeal,
demonstrating immense strength and faith.

Who was Brian Bridges?
Brian Bridges was Ruby's father. He also played a crucial role in the decision-making
process, sharing his wife's conviction that Ruby should have access to a better education,
despite the risks involved. His support for his daughter and his commitment to justice
were vital.

Who was Barbara Henry?
Barbara Henry was Ruby's first white teacher at William Frantz Elementary School. She
was one of the few teachers willing to teach the Black students who were integrated into
the school. Her calm demeanor and dedication provided a sense of normalcy and a much-
needed educational environment for Ruby amidst the chaos.

Who were the U.S. Marshals?
The U.S. Marshals were federal law enforcement officers assigned to protect Ruby Bridges
as she traveled to and from school and while she was inside. Their presence was a direct
result of the federal court order mandating desegregation and the extreme hostility and
threats Ruby faced from the mob. They ensured her physical safety throughout her ordeal.

The Challenges and Triumphs Depicted in the
Film

The movie "Ruby Bridges" powerfully illustrates the immense difficulties faced by Ruby
and her family, as well as the moral triumphs that emerged from this pivotal moment in
history. This section addresses questions about these experiences.

What were the main challenges Ruby Bridges faced?
Ruby faced numerous challenges, including:

Constant threats and insults from angry white mobs outside the school.

The isolation of being the only Black student in her classroom for much of the year.

The emotional burden of witnessing the hatred directed at her and her family.

The psychological impact of segregation and racial prejudice at such a young age.



The fear and uncertainty that permeated her daily journey to school.

How did Ruby Bridges overcome these challenges?
Ruby's ability to overcome these challenges stemmed from several factors:

Her unwavering innocence and childlike resilience.

The strong support system provided by her parents, who instilled in her a sense of
dignity and purpose.

The dedication of her teacher, Barbara Henry, who created a stable learning
environment.

The protection offered by the U.S. Marshals, which ensured her physical safety.

Her own innate courage and the understanding, albeit nascent, that she was part of
something important.

What were the triumphs depicted in the movie?
The film highlights several significant triumphs:

The successful integration of an elementary school, a major step forward in
desegregating the South.

The demonstration of moral fortitude and courage by Ruby and her family.

The unwavering commitment of individuals like Barbara Henry who defied societal
norms to do what was right.

The power of a child's innocence to challenge deeply entrenched prejudice.

The eventual establishment of a more inclusive educational system in New Orleans
and beyond.

Educational Significance of the Ruby Bridges
Movie

The "Ruby Bridges" movie serves as an invaluable educational tool, offering profound



lessons about history, civil rights, and human decency. This section explores its
educational impact.

How does the movie "Ruby Bridges" teach about the
Civil Rights Movement?
The film provides a child-centered perspective on a critical period of the Civil Rights
Movement. It humanizes the struggle by showing the personal impact of segregation and
the courage required to challenge it. It illustrates the resistance faced during
desegregation efforts and the role of federal intervention.

What lessons can children learn from watching "Ruby
Bridges"?
Children can learn vital lessons about:

The importance of equality and fairness.

The bravery required to stand up for what is right, even when it is difficult.

The historical injustices of racial segregation and discrimination.

The impact of individual actions on societal change.

Empathy and understanding towards others, regardless of their background.

Is the movie historically accurate?
While films often take creative liberties for dramatic effect, "Ruby Bridges" is generally
considered to be historically accurate in its depiction of the main events and the overall
atmosphere of the time. It faithfully portrays the hostility Ruby faced and the
determination of her family and supporters. The film was developed with input from Ruby
Bridges herself, enhancing its authenticity.

Themes Explored in "Ruby Bridges"

The narrative of Ruby Bridges is rich with universal themes that resonate deeply with
audiences of all ages. Understanding these themes enriches the viewing experience and
the film's message.



What are the main themes in the movie "Ruby Bridges"?
The film explores several powerful themes:

Courage: The exceptional bravery of a young girl in the face of overwhelming
adversity.

Resilience: The ability to endure and overcome hardship and discrimination.

Innocence: How the pure perspective of a child can challenge ingrained prejudice.

Justice: The ongoing struggle for equality and the fight against systemic injustice.

Education: The fundamental right to education and the importance of inclusive
learning environments.

Faith and Hope: The role of belief and optimism in navigating difficult times.

How does the movie portray prejudice?
The movie does not shy away from portraying the ugly reality of prejudice. It shows the
irrational fear, hatred, and anger of the mob, highlighting the destructive nature of
racism. It contrasts this with the dignity and humanity of Ruby and her family, suggesting
that prejudice is a learned behavior that can be unlearned.

Impact and Legacy of Ruby Bridges and the Movie

The story of Ruby Bridges and the film that tells it have left an indelible mark on American
society, influencing generations and continuing to inspire dialogue about race and
equality.

What is the lasting impact of Ruby Bridges' story?
Ruby Bridges' story has had a profound and lasting impact:

She became an icon of the Civil Rights Movement, representing the struggle for
desegregation.

Her actions paved the way for other Black children to attend previously all-white
schools.

Her experience brought national attention to the injustices of segregation in
education.



She has become a symbol of hope and the power of individual action.

How has the movie "Ruby Bridges" contributed to its
legacy?
The movie has significantly contributed to Ruby Bridges' legacy by:

Making her story accessible to a wide audience, including generations who did not
live through the Civil Rights era.

Serving as an important educational resource in schools across the country.

Inspiring discussions about race, equality, and the importance of confronting
prejudice.

Keeping the memory of this critical historical event alive for future generations.

Where can one learn more about Ruby Bridges?
More information about Ruby Bridges can be found through various reputable sources,
including historical archives, the National Civil Rights Museum, books written by Ruby
Bridges herself, and documentaries that explore her life and the Civil Rights Movement.
Her ongoing work as an advocate for education and racial equality also provides valuable
insights into her remarkable journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central historical event depicted in the Ruby
Bridges movie?
The movie 'Ruby Bridges' (also known as 'The Ruby Bridges Story') depicts the true story
of Ruby Bridges, a young African American girl who became the first to integrate an all-
white elementary school, William Frantz Elementary School in Louisiana, during the New
Orleans school desegregation crisis in 1960.

Who played the role of Ruby Bridges in the 1998 Disney
film?
The role of Ruby Bridges in the 1998 Disney film was played by actress Chaz Monet.



What challenges did Ruby Bridges and her family face
during the desegregation process?
Ruby Bridges and her family faced immense hostility and discrimination. She was
subjected to verbal abuse and threats from angry white protestors outside the school. Her
father lost his job, and her grandparents faced repercussions as well. The family also
experienced social ostracism and had to navigate a deeply prejudiced environment.

What role did the U.S. Marshals play in Ruby Bridges'
story?
Due to the intense civil unrest and threats of violence, U.S. Marshals were assigned to
escort Ruby Bridges to and from school each day to ensure her safety. Their presence was
a critical factor in allowing her to attend William Frantz Elementary.

What is the primary message or theme of the Ruby
Bridges movie?
The primary message of the Ruby Bridges movie is the triumph of courage, perseverance,
and innocence in the face of deeply ingrained racial prejudice. It highlights the bravery of
a young child and her family, and the importance of fighting for equality and justice, even
when faced with overwhelming opposition.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Ruby Bridges and her story, with descriptions focusing on
potential questions and answers within their content:

1. I Am Ruby Bridges: My Story
This autobiography offers Ruby Bridges' firsthand account of her experiences. Readers
will find direct answers to questions about her feelings, her family's motivations, and the
day-to-day challenges she faced during the integration of William Frantz Elementary
School. It provides an intimate perspective on the courage and resilience required of a six-
year-old in the face of immense societal pressure.

2. The Story of Ruby Bridges: A Graphic Novel Adaptation
This visually engaging adaptation translates Ruby Bridges' journey into a comic book
format. It answers questions about the historical context and the emotional impact of the
events through illustrations and simplified narrative. Younger readers or those who prefer
visual learning will find this book an accessible way to understand the struggles and
triumphs of school integration.

3. Through My Eyes: The Story of Ruby Bridges
Presented as a personal narrative, this book delves into Ruby's memories and perceptions
of the events. It addresses questions about how she understood segregation, why she was
chosen, and the support system that surrounded her. The book offers a child's perspective
on adult prejudice and the power of unity.



4. Ruby Bridges: A Walk Through History
This book likely provides a more historical and analytical look at Ruby Bridges'
significance. It would answer questions about the broader Civil Rights Movement context,
the legal battles surrounding school desegregation, and the long-term impact of her
actions. Expect to find in-depth explanations of the social and political forces at play.

5. The Courage of Ruby Bridges
Focusing on the moral and emotional fortitude displayed by Ruby and her family, this book
explores the deeper meanings of her story. It aims to answer questions about what
constitutes bravery, the importance of perseverance, and the ethical responsibilities of
individuals and communities. This title suggests an examination of the character traits
that made her journey possible.

6. Ruby Bridges and the Fight for School Integration
This title indicates a more detailed exploration of the legal and social activism that led to
and surrounded Ruby Bridges' experience. It would likely answer questions about the role
of the NAACP, the legal precedents set, and the broader resistance to desegregation. The
book probably offers a comprehensive overview of the educational policy changes of the
era.

7. What Ruby Bridges Taught Us About Equality
This book likely uses Ruby's story as a pedagogical tool, answering questions about the
principles of equality and justice. It would explore how her actions contributed to a
national dialogue on civil rights and what lessons can be learned for contemporary issues
of discrimination. The focus would be on the enduring legacy of her bravery.

8. My Name is Ruby: The Story of a Little Girl's Strength
This title emphasizes the personal journey of Ruby as an individual, perhaps offering a
more intimate and emotional connection with the reader. It would answer questions about
her internal world, her dreams, and her resilience beyond the historical significance. The
book likely highlights her humanity amidst the extraordinary circumstances.

9. Ruby Bridges: Her Journey Then and Now
This book likely examines both Ruby Bridges' childhood experiences and her later life. It
would answer questions about how her early activism shaped her adulthood, her
continued involvement in education or civil rights, and her reflections on the progress and
ongoing challenges of racial equality. It offers a complete arc of her life and impact.
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