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Understanding rsmeans Building Construction Cost
Data 2013: A Deep Dive for Professionals
rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 remains a foundational resource for construction
professionals, estimators, and project managers seeking to understand historical cost trends and
benchmark project expenses. This comprehensive dataset, compiled by RSMeans, a division of The
Gordian Group, offers invaluable insights into the cost of labor, materials, and equipment for a vast
array of building construction activities. In this article, we will explore the significance of the 2013
edition of RSMeans cost data, examining its key components, applications, and the lasting value it
provides to the construction industry. We will delve into how to effectively utilize this data for
accurate estimating, budgeting, and cost control, highlighting the specific types of information it
contains and the methodologies behind its compilation. Understanding the nuances of RSMeans
building construction cost data from this specific year is crucial for making informed decisions on
projects of all sizes and complexities.
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The Evolution and Significance of RSMeans Building
Construction Cost Data
RSMeans has been a trusted source for construction cost information for decades, with its annual



publications serving as industry standards. The 2013 edition, like its predecessors and successors,
represents a snapshot of the construction market at that specific time. Its significance lies in its
detailed, unit-cost-based approach, which breaks down the cost of individual construction tasks into
labor, material, and equipment components. This granular level of detail allows for highly accurate
cost estimations, especially when combined with project-specific adjustments. The evolution of
RSMeans data reflects the dynamic nature of the construction industry, with continuous updates to
account for fluctuating material prices, labor rates, and technological advancements in building
methods. The 2013 data, therefore, offers a valuable point of reference for understanding costs prior
to subsequent market shifts.

Historical Context of Construction Costs
Understanding the historical context of construction costs is paramount for effective long-term
planning and trend analysis. The rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 provides a critical
benchmark within this historical continuum. By examining the costs reported in this edition,
professionals can identify patterns of inflation, understand the impact of economic cycles on project
expenses, and predict future cost trajectories with greater confidence. This historical perspective is
not merely an academic exercise; it directly influences bid strategies, financial projections, and the
overall economic viability of construction projects. The data from 2013 offers a window into the
economic climate and the prevailing cost structures of that era, which is essential for comparative
analysis.

The RSMeans Methodology for Data Compilation
The reliability of rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 stems from its rigorous and
systematic compilation methodology. RSMeans gathers extensive data from various sources,
including contractor surveys, supplier price lists, historical project records, and direct cost reporting
from a wide network of industry professionals. This data is then analyzed and organized to provide
unit costs for hundreds of construction tasks. These unit costs typically include the average labor
hours required, the prevailing wage rates, the cost of materials, and the operating costs of necessary
equipment. This detailed breakdown ensures that estimates are grounded in real-world figures,
rather than speculative guesses. The 2013 edition reflects the culmination of these processes for
that specific year.

Key Components of RSMeans Building Construction
Cost Data 2013
The rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 is a multifaceted resource, encompassing a broad
spectrum of construction costs. Its structure is designed to be comprehensive, covering everything
from preliminary project activities to final finishes. The core of the data lies in its detailed unit cost
breakdowns, which are organized by CSI MasterFormat divisions, a widely recognized industry
standard for organizing construction specifications, cost data, and project information. This
standardized organization allows for easy navigation and comparison across different trades and
building components. The 2013 edition provides specific figures for labor, materials, and equipment
associated with a vast number of construction assemblies and elements.



Unit Costs for Labor, Materials, and Equipment
At the heart of the rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 are the unit costs for labor,
materials, and equipment. For labor, the data typically provides estimated hours per unit of work
and the corresponding average wage rates for various trades, often including benefits and overhead.
Material costs are presented as average prices for common construction materials, reflecting bulk
purchasing and regional variations. Equipment costs include rental rates and operating expenses for
machinery such as cranes, excavators, and concrete mixers. The 2013 edition offers a detailed
breakdown of these fundamental cost elements for a wide range of construction activities, forming
the basis for any accurate estimate.

Assemblies and Systems Costing
Beyond individual unit costs, rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 also provides costs for
entire assemblies and building systems. This means users can find aggregated costs for elements
like exterior walls, roofing systems, HVAC installations, and interior finishes. These assembly costs
are derived from the summation of the individual unit costs of their constituent parts, adjusted for
productivity factors and general contractor overhead. This approach is particularly useful for
preliminary budgeting and for comparing the cost-effectiveness of different design options. The 2013
data offers these system-level costs, providing a broader perspective on project expenses.

Location Factors and Adjustments
A crucial aspect of rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 is its inclusion of location factors.
Construction costs vary significantly from one geographic region to another due to differences in
labor rates, material availability, transportation costs, and local economic conditions. RSMeans
provides city-specific or regional cost indexes that can be applied to the national average costs to
adjust them for a particular project's location. The 2013 edition would have contained these
adjustment factors, enabling users to tailor the national data to their specific project sites, thereby
increasing the accuracy of their estimates.

Utilizing RSMeans Building Construction Cost Data
2013 for Accurate Estimating
Accurate cost estimating is the cornerstone of successful construction projects, and rsmeans
building construction cost data 2013 serves as an indispensable tool in this process. By
understanding how to effectively leverage the information within this dataset, estimators can
develop precise budgets and bids that are both competitive and profitable. The data’s detailed
breakdown allows for a systematic approach to estimating, ensuring that all project components are
accounted for. The 2013 edition, while historical, still provides a solid foundation for understanding
cost drivers and applying appropriate adjustments for contemporary projects. The key lies in
understanding the data's structure and applying it thoughtfully.



Developing a Unit Price Estimate
A primary method of utilizing rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 is through the
development of a unit price estimate. This involves identifying each distinct construction task
required for a project and then using the RSMeans unit costs for labor, materials, and equipment for
that task. By multiplying these unit costs by the quantity of work to be performed (e.g., square feet
of drywall, linear feet of pipe), a detailed cost for each item can be determined. Summing these
individual costs across all tasks provides a comprehensive project estimate. The 2013 data provides
the essential figures for this detailed analysis.

Performing Conceptual and Preliminary Estimating
Even for early-stage projects where detailed plans are not yet available, rsmeans building
construction cost data 2013 can be invaluable for conceptual and preliminary estimating. By using
the assembly and systems cost data, estimators can develop ball-park figures for projects based on
basic functional requirements or square footage. This allows stakeholders to assess the feasibility
and potential cost of a project early in the design process. The 2013 data offers a historical
perspective that can be used to project potential costs for new conceptual projects, adjusting for
known market changes since that year.

Incorporating Overhead and Profit
While rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 provides direct costs, a complete estimate must
also include indirect costs such as overhead and profit. RSMeans often includes guidance on how to
calculate these components, or users can apply their own established percentages based on industry
norms and company policy. Overhead includes general business expenses, while profit is the return
desired by the contractor. The 2013 data, when used as a base, allows for the addition of these
critical financial elements to arrive at a final bid price.

Applications of RSMeans Cost Data in Project
Management
Beyond initial estimating, rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 offers significant value
throughout the entire project management lifecycle. Its detailed cost breakdowns and historical
context empower project managers to make informed decisions, control expenses, and ensure that
projects remain within budget. The data serves as a reference point for tracking progress,
identifying potential cost overruns, and negotiating with subcontractors. The insights derived from
this data can lead to more efficient resource allocation and improved project outcomes. The 2013
edition, by providing a stable set of historical costs, aids in understanding deviations from expected
financial performance.

Budgeting and Financial Planning
Effective budgeting and financial planning are critical for project success. RSMeans building
construction cost data 2013 provides the essential building blocks for creating detailed project



budgets. By using the unit costs and assembly costs, project managers can allocate funds to specific
project phases and categories. This detailed budgeting allows for better financial control and
forecasting. The 2013 data can be used to establish baseline budgets for projects initiated around
that time, allowing for effective comparison with actual expenditures and to inform future budget
projections by understanding historical cost structures.

Cost Control and Change Order Management
During construction, cost control is an ongoing process. RSMeans building construction cost data
2013 serves as a benchmark against which actual project costs can be measured. If actual costs
begin to deviate from the estimated costs, project managers can investigate the reasons and take
corrective action. Similarly, when change orders arise, the RSMeans data can be used to assess the
reasonableness of the proposed costs for the additional work. The 2013 data provides a reference for
evaluating the cost impact of changes in the context of prevailing rates from that period.

Subcontractor Bid Evaluation
When engaging subcontractors, project managers can use rsmeans building construction cost data
2013 to evaluate the fairness and competitiveness of their bids. By comparing subcontractor
proposals against the RSMeans unit costs and assembly costs, project managers can identify any
significant discrepancies that may warrant further investigation. This due diligence helps in
selecting the most cost-effective and reliable subcontractors, ensuring that project budgets are
maintained. The 2013 data offers a historical basis for assessing subcontractor pricing relative to a
known market standard from that year.

Limitations and Considerations When Using 2013 Data
While rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 is a valuable resource, it is crucial to
acknowledge its limitations, particularly given the passage of time. Construction costs are not static;
they are influenced by a multitude of dynamic factors. Relying solely on data from 2013 without
considering subsequent market shifts and economic conditions can lead to inaccurate estimates and
financial miscalculations. Therefore, understanding these limitations is as important as
understanding the data itself. The key is to use the 2013 data as a foundation and apply appropriate
adjustments for the current market.

Market Fluctuations and Inflation
The most significant limitation of using rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 is its
susceptibility to market fluctuations and inflation. Over the years since 2013, material prices, labor
rates, and fuel costs have likely changed considerably due to economic conditions, supply chain
issues, and global events. Therefore, the costs presented in the 2013 edition may not accurately
reflect current market prices. It is imperative to apply current inflation indexes and material cost
adjustments to bring the 2013 data up-to-date for contemporary projects.



Technological Advancements and New Methods
The construction industry is constantly evolving with the introduction of new technologies,
materials, and construction methods. RSMeans cost data is updated annually to reflect these
changes, but older editions, such as the 2013 data, may not include costs for the latest innovations.
For projects utilizing modern techniques or materials, the 2013 data might be incomplete or
inaccurate. It is essential to cross-reference older data with more recent RSMeans publications or
other current industry resources to ensure all relevant cost factors are considered.

Regional Specificity and Project Scale
While RSMeans provides location factors, the 2013 data may not perfectly capture the nuances of
every specific micro-market or highly specialized project. Local labor agreements, unique material
sourcing challenges, or extremely large-scale industrial projects might have cost structures that
differ significantly from the averages presented. Therefore, it is always advisable to supplement
RSMeans data with local quotes and project-specific research, especially for projects with unique
requirements or in less common geographic areas. The 2013 data should be viewed as a general
guide that requires local refinement.

The Role of RSMeans Data in Benchmarking and Cost
Analysis
Even with the limitations of its age, rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 plays a vital role
in benchmarking and cost analysis within the construction industry. It provides a stable historical
reference point against which current project costs can be compared. This comparison allows for the
identification of cost trends, the assessment of cost-saving initiatives, and the evaluation of project
performance over time. By understanding the cost structures of a specific past period, professionals
can gain valuable insights into the efficiency and profitability of their operations. The 2013 data
serves as a solid historical data point for such analyses.

Comparing Project Costs Over Time
RSMeans building construction cost data 2013 is instrumental in comparing project costs over
different time periods. By indexing the costs from the 2013 edition to the present day, one can
effectively analyze the rate of cost escalation for various construction elements. This historical
comparison is crucial for long-term financial planning, understanding the impact of economic cycles
on construction, and setting realistic cost expectations for future projects. The data from 2013 offers
a tangible point in the past for such comparative studies.

Evaluating Contractor Performance
For owners and developers, rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 can be used as a tool to
evaluate the performance of contractors. By comparing the actual costs incurred on a project
against the RSMeans estimates from 2013 (adjusted for inflation and location), one can assess
whether a contractor's pricing was competitive and if project expenditures were managed



effectively. This benchmarking helps in identifying contractors who consistently deliver projects
within or below expected cost parameters, fostering accountability and driving efficiency in the
construction process. The 2013 data provides a neutral baseline for such evaluations.

Assessing the Impact of Design Decisions
The detailed breakdown of costs within rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 allows for the
assessment of the impact of different design decisions on the overall project budget. Designers and
project managers can use the data to compare the costs associated with various material choices,
construction methods, and system configurations. This enables them to make informed decisions
that balance cost, performance, and aesthetics. The 2013 edition provides a basis for understanding
the cost implications of design choices made within that timeframe, which can inform current design
considerations by highlighting historical cost relationships.

Future Trends and the Legacy of RSMeans Building
Construction Cost Data
The legacy of rsmeans building construction cost data 2013 continues to influence how construction
costs are understood and managed, even as the industry moves forward. While newer editions and
digital tools have emerged, the foundational principles and detailed breakdowns established by
RSMeans remain highly relevant. The trend towards greater reliance on digital platforms, artificial
intelligence, and real-time data will undoubtedly shape the future of cost estimating. However, the
historical perspective provided by datasets like the 2013 edition will always be valuable for context,
analysis, and understanding the long-term evolution of construction economics. The data from 2013
remains a significant contributor to this enduring legacy.

The Shift Towards Digital and Real-Time Data
The construction industry is rapidly embracing digital technologies, leading to a shift from static,
annual publications like the 2013 rsmeans building construction cost data towards dynamic, real-
time cost management platforms. These platforms often integrate live pricing from suppliers, cloud-
based collaboration tools, and artificial intelligence for more accurate and immediate cost
predictions. While these advancements offer significant advantages, the fundamental data structure
and unit cost principles that RSMeans pioneered continue to inform these modern systems.

The Enduring Value of Historical Data
Despite the rise of digital tools, the enduring value of historical data, such as that found in rsmeans
building construction cost data 2013, cannot be overstated. Historical data provides essential
context for understanding market trends, identifying the impact of economic shifts, and developing
robust long-term financial strategies. For experienced estimators and project managers, the ability
to draw upon decades of cost information allows for a deeper level of analysis and a more nuanced
understanding of project economics. The 2013 edition serves as a critical data point in this historical
record.



Continuous Evolution of Cost Estimating Practices
The field of cost estimating is in a state of continuous evolution, driven by technological innovation,
changing market dynamics, and the increasing complexity of construction projects. RSMeans,
through its ongoing development of its data resources, continues to be at the forefront of this
evolution. The lessons learned from decades of data collection and analysis, as exemplified by the
rsmeans building construction cost data 2013, provide a solid foundation for future advancements in
cost estimating practices. This ensures that the industry has the tools and information necessary to
navigate the challenges and opportunities of construction economics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary purpose of rsmeans building
construction cost data in 2013?
In 2013, rsmeans building construction cost data served as a comprehensive resource for estimating
the costs of construction projects. It provided detailed unit costs for labor, materials, and equipment
across various trades, enabling contractors, architects, and owners to develop accurate budgets and
bids.

How did the rsmeans 2013 data account for regional cost
variations?
The rsmeans 2013 data typically included city cost indexes or location multipliers. These indexes
adjusted national average costs to reflect the specific economic conditions and cost of living in
different geographic regions, ensuring more localized and accurate estimates.

What types of construction projects were typically covered by
the rsmeans 2013 cost data?
The rsmeans 2013 data covered a wide spectrum of construction projects, from residential and
commercial buildings to industrial facilities and heavy/highway construction. It provided cost data
for specific components and assemblies relevant to each type of project.

Were there any significant economic factors influencing the
rsmeans 2013 cost data compared to prior years?
In 2013, the construction industry was still navigating the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis. The
cost data likely reflected ongoing fluctuations in material prices (e.g., lumber, steel), labor
availability, and a cautious approach to new construction, potentially showing stabilizing or modest
cost increases after a period of decline.

What were the key benefits of using rsmeans building



construction cost data in 2013 for project budgeting?
Using rsmeans 2013 data for budgeting offered several key benefits: it provided a standardized and
reliable basis for cost estimation, reduced the risk of underbidding or overbidding, facilitated
comparisons between different design options, and supported informed decision-making throughout
the project lifecycle.

Additional Resources
Here is a numbered list of 9 book titles related to RSMeans building construction cost data 2013,
with short descriptions:

1. RSMeans CostWorks Manager 2013
This comprehensive software and data integration tool provides access to the vast RSMeans cost
database for 2013. It allows users to efficiently generate detailed cost estimates for a wide range of
construction projects. The system streamlines the estimating process by offering customizable
reports, material and labor cost breakdowns, and productivity data, making it an essential resource
for cost professionals.

2. Square Foot Cost Report 2013
This publication offers a streamlined approach to preliminary construction cost estimating by
providing cost data on a per-square-foot basis. It covers a diverse array of building types and
categories, enabling quick budget development and feasibility studies. Users can rapidly assess the
potential cost of different construction scenarios, making it ideal for early-stage planning and client
presentations.

3. Interior and Remodeling Cost Data 2013
Specifically focused on the nuances of interior construction and renovation projects, this volume
provides detailed cost information for a variety of remodeling tasks. It includes data for common
interior finishes, systems, and specialized trades, crucial for accurately budgeting renovation work.
The book helps estimators understand the cost implications of updating existing spaces and creating
new ones within existing structures.

4. Assemblies Cost Data 2013
This resource presents construction costs broken down by building assemblies rather than individual
components. It allows for quicker estimating by providing cost information for complete systems,
such as foundations, walls, roofs, and mechanical systems. The book is valuable for understanding
the cost contribution of major building elements and for comparing the costs of different assembly
options.

5. Facilities Maintenance & Operations Cost Data 2013
This book focuses on the ongoing costs associated with maintaining and operating buildings after
construction is complete. It provides data on labor, materials, and equipment needed for routine
upkeep, repairs, and system replacements. This is an essential reference for facilities managers,
building owners, and anyone involved in long-term budget planning for built assets.

6. Heavy Construction Cost Data 2013
This specialized volume caters to the unique cost considerations of heavy civil engineering projects,
such as infrastructure, utilities, and public works. It includes data for earthmoving, concrete
structures, paving, and related heavy construction activities. The book is an indispensable tool for



estimating the costs associated with bridges, roads, dams, and other large-scale infrastructure
projects.

7. Construction Signage & Decor Costs 2013
This niche publication addresses the often-overlooked costs associated with building signage and
interior decorative elements. It provides data for various types of signs, from wayfinding to
branding, as well as costs for interior finishes like decorative panels and custom architectural
features. This book helps ensure that these important aesthetic and functional elements are
accurately accounted for in project budgets.

8. Building Performance & Energy Costs 2013
This volume delves into the cost implications of building performance and energy efficiency
measures. It provides data on the initial costs of implementing energy-saving technologies and
materials, as well as their potential impact on long-term operational expenses. The book is a
valuable resource for projects aiming to achieve higher sustainability standards and reduce energy
consumption.

9. International Construction Costs 2013
This publication extends the RSMeans estimating capabilities to international construction projects
by providing adjusted cost data for various global regions. It accounts for currency fluctuations,
regional labor rates, and material availability differences. This allows estimators to develop more
accurate cost projections for projects undertaken outside of the United States.
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