royal hawaiian hotel history

royal hawaiian hotel history is a captivating narrative, tracing the evolution of a legendary Waikiki
landmark from its glamorous opening to its enduring status as an icon of Hawaiian hospitality. This
article delves deep into the storied past of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, exploring its architectural
significance, its role in shaping Waikiki's tourism landscape, and the pivotal moments that have
defined its identity. We will uncover the vision behind its creation, the notable figures who graced its
halls, and the challenges and triumphs that have cemented its place in the annals of Hawaiian history.
Prepare to embark on a journey through the decades, discovering the Royal Hawaiian's profound
impact on the destination and its loyal clientele.
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A Vision of Luxury: The Genesis of the Royal Hawaiian

The story of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel's history begins with a bold vision to establish a premier luxury
resort in Waikiki, Hawaii. In the early 20th century, Waikiki was still a nascent tourist destination,
largely undeveloped compared to its later prominence. Matson Navigation Company, a prominent
passenger steamship line, recognized the immense potential of the Hawaiian Islands as a vacation
paradise. Their foresight led to the ambitious project of constructing a hotel that would rival the finest
establishments in Europe and the mainland United States. The goal was to offer an unparalleled
experience, attracting wealthy travelers and cementing Hawaii's reputation as a world-class
destination. This ambitious undertaking required significant investment and a commitment to creating
something truly extraordinary.

The Matson Navigation Company's Investment

Matson Navigation Company played a pivotal role in the creation of the Royal Hawaiian. As they
transported an increasing number of tourists to Hawaii via their luxurious liners, they saw the need for
a high-caliber hotel to accommodate these discerning guests. This strategic move was designed to
enhance the overall travel experience, ensuring that passengers disembarking in Honolulu would find
accommodations befitting the grandeur of their journey. The company's deep pockets and vested
interest in promoting Hawaii as a tourist hotspot provided the financial backing necessary to realize
such a grand undertaking.



Choosing the Ideal Location in Waikiki

The selection of the site for the Royal Hawaiian was crucial. Waikiki, with its crescent-shaped beach
and calm waters, offered the idyllic setting that the developers envisioned. The specific plot of land
chosen was strategically positioned to maximize ocean views and provide easy access to the beach.
This prime location would become synonymous with luxury tourism in Hawaii, setting the stage for
decades of hospitality excellence. The surrounding landscape was carefully considered, aiming to
blend the hotel seamlessly with the natural beauty of the Hawaiian coastline.

Architectural Grandeur: The Pink Palace of the Pacific

The architectural design of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel is one of its most defining features, earning it
the affectionate moniker "The Pink Palace of the Pacific." The hotel's distinct Moorish-Spanish Revival
style, with its vibrant stucco exterior and graceful arches, was a radical departure from the prevailing
architectural trends of the era in Hawaii. This bold design choice was intended to create an exotic and
opulent atmosphere, transporting guests to a realm of fantasy and relaxation. The distinctive pink hue
was deliberately chosen to stand out and evoke a sense of warmth and romance.

The Architects Behind the Masterpiece

The architectural firm of Wells, Pohle & Davidson was tasked with bringing the vision of the Royal
Hawaiian to life. They meticulously crafted a design that was both visually stunning and functional,
incorporating elements that would enhance the guest experience. The architects were inspired by a
blend of Mediterranean and North African architectural styles, infusing the building with a sense of
exoticism and timeless elegance. Their work on the Royal Hawaiian remains a celebrated example of
distinctive hotel design.

Key Architectural Features and Design Elements

The Royal Hawaiian boasts several iconic architectural elements. Its sprawling courtyards, ornate tile
work, and decorative iron balconies contribute to its luxurious aesthetic. The hotel's layout was
designed to maximize natural light and airflow, taking advantage of Hawaii's tropical climate. From
the grand lobby to the intimate guest rooms, every detail was considered to create an atmosphere of
sophistication and comfort. The use of local materials was also integrated where possible, connecting
the structure to its Hawaiian setting.

e Moorish-Spanish Revival architectural style

e Iconic pink stucco exterior

e Graceful arches and courtyards

e Ornate tile work and decorative iron balconies

e Focus on natural light and airflow



A Golden Era: The Royal Hawaiian's Early Years

The Royal Hawaiian Hotel officially opened its doors on February 1, 1927, marking the dawn of a new
era for luxury tourism in Hawaii. Its grand opening was a spectacular event, attended by dignitaries
and VIPs, setting the tone for the luxurious experiences that awaited its guests. In its early years, the
hotel quickly became a magnet for the affluent and famous, drawing Hollywood stars, royalty, and
prominent figures from around the globe. This era cemented the Royal Hawaiian's reputation as a
premier destination, synonymous with exclusivity and unparalleled service.

Celebrity Clientele and Hollywood Glamour

The allure of Waikiki and the elegance of the Royal Hawaiian proved irresistible to Hollywood's elite.
Stars like Clark Gable, Amelia Earhart, and Shirley Temple were among the many luminaries who
sought refuge and relaxation at the hotel. Its picturesque setting and luxurious amenities provided
the perfect backdrop for romantic getaways and discreet vacations, contributing to its legendary
status in popular culture. The hotel's image became intertwined with the glamour of Hollywood's
Golden Age.

The Hotel as a Symbol of Hawaiian Hospitality

Beyond its luxury, the Royal Hawaiian quickly became a symbol of genuine Hawaiian hospitality. The
warm and attentive service provided by its staff, combined with the breathtaking natural beauty of its
surroundings, created an experience that was quintessentially Hawaiian. Guests were not just visiting
a hotel; they were immersing themselves in the aloha spirit. This commitment to authentic cultural
experiences helped to shape the perception of Hawaii as a welcoming and enchanting destination.

Wartime Service and Post-War Resurgence

The tranquility of the Royal Hawaiian's early decades was inevitably disrupted by the outbreak of
World War Il. During the conflict, the hotel played a significant role in supporting the war effort. Its
prime location and substantial facilities made it a valuable asset for military personnel and
operations. This period marked a dramatic shift from its peacetime role as a luxurious resort to one of
national service, highlighting its adaptability and importance.

The Hotel's Role During World War Il

The United States Army took over a significant portion of the Royal Hawaiian during World War I,
utilizing it as a rest and recuperation center for servicemen. This meant that the elegant ballrooms
and guest rooms were repurposed to house and care for those fighting for their country. While a
departure from its usual function, this period underscored the hotel's capacity to adapt to national
needs and its contribution to the war effort. Many soldiers found solace and comfort within its walls.



Reopening and the Post-War Tourism Boom

Following the conclusion of the war, the Royal Hawaiian underwent renovations and preparations for
its grand reopening as a luxury hotel. The post-war era saw a surge in travel and a renewed interest
in leisure vacations. The hotel benefited immensely from this tourism boom, re-establishing itself as a
premier destination for vacationers eager to experience the beauty and tranquility of Hawaii. The
demand for luxury accommodations was high, and the Royal Hawaiian was perfectly positioned to
meet it.

Modern Transformations and Enduring Legacy

Over the decades, the Royal Hawaiian Hotel has undergone various transformations to maintain its
relevance and appeal while preserving its historic charm. These renovations and updates have aimed
to modernize facilities and enhance the guest experience without compromising its iconic character.
The hotel's ability to evolve while staying true to its roots is a testament to its enduring legacy.

Renovations and Updates Through the Decades

Throughout its history, the Royal Hawaiian has seen multiple ownership changes and significant
renovation projects. Each iteration aimed to improve the hotel's amenities, update its décor, and
ensure its compliance with modern standards. These efforts have involved careful restoration of
historic elements alongside the integration of contemporary comforts, striking a balance between
heritage and modern luxury. The commitment to preserving its architectural integrity has always
been paramount.

Maintaining Historical Integrity While Embracing Modernity

The challenge of preserving a historic landmark while operating as a modern hotel is significant. The
Royal Hawaiian has navigated this by implementing sensitive renovations that respect its original
design and spirit. This approach ensures that the "Pink Palace" continues to offer a unique and
authentic experience that honors its past. The continuity of its iconic appearance is a crucial element
in its lasting appeal.

The Royal Hawaiian Hotel Today: A Timeless Icon

Today, the Royal Hawaiian Hotel stands as a proud testament to its rich history and continues to be a
beacon of luxury and Hawaiian hospitality. It remains one of Waikiki's most recognizable and
cherished landmarks, drawing visitors from across the globe who seek an experience steeped in
history and elegance. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to offer a glimpse into the past while
providing all the comforts and services expected of a world-class resort.

Continuing the Tradition of Luxury and Service

The Royal Hawaiian Hotel continues to uphold its reputation for exceptional service and luxurious



accommodations. Its dedicated staff work to ensure that every guest experiences the magic and
charm that have defined the hotel for generations. The commitment to delivering a memorable stay is
evident in every aspect of the guest experience, from the personalized service to the beautifully
appointed rooms and grounds.

The Royal Hawaiian's Enduring Appeal to Modern Travelers

In an era of constant change, the Royal Hawaiian offers a unique sense of permanence and
timelessness. Its historic architecture, lush gardens, and prime beachfront location provide a
captivating escape from the ordinary. For modern travelers, the hotel represents an opportunity to
connect with a storied past while enjoying the best of contemporary amenities and Hawaiian culture.
It is more than just a hotel; it is an experience that resonates with the romantic allure of old Hawaii.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, also known as the 'Pink
Palace of the Pacific', originally built?

The Royal Hawaiian Hotel was originally built and opened its doors on February 1, 1927.

Who was the architect responsible for the iconic design of the
Royal Hawaiian Hotel?

The Royal Hawaiian Hotel was designed by the renowned architectural firm of Warren & Wetmore, the
same firm that designed Grand Central Terminal in New York City.

What was the primary inspiration behind the Royal Hawaiian
Hotel's distinctive Moorish-Spanish architecture?

The hotel's design was heavily influenced by a blend of Spanish Colonial and Moorish Revival styles,
aiming to evoke a sense of exoticism and grandeur reminiscent of Mediterranean palaces.

During what significant historical period was the Royal
Hawaiian Hotel used as a U.S. military facility?

During World War Il, the Royal Hawaiian Hotel was requisitioned by the U.S. Navy and served as a rest
and rehabilitation center for servicemen.

Who were some of the prominent figures and celebrities who
famously stayed at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel in its early
years?

Early notable guests included Amelia Earhart, Prince Edward (later Duke of Windsor), and numerous



Hollywood stars like Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks.

What event led to the Royal Hawaiian Hotel being
significantly damaged and subsequently rebuilt?

The hotel sustained considerable damage during the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, though it was
quickly repaired and reopened shortly after.

When did the Royal Hawaiian Hotel become part of the
Starwood Luxury Collection?

The Royal Hawaiian Hotel joined the Starwood Luxury Collection in 1997.

What architectural element is the Royal Hawaiian Hotel most
famous for, contributing to its nickname?

The hotel is most famous for its striking blush pink facade, which earned it the affectionate nickname
‘The Pink Palace of the Pacific'.

What significant renovation project did the Royal Hawaiian
Hotel undergo in the early 2000s to preserve its historic
charm?

A major multi-million dollar renovation was completed in 2008, focusing on restoring and modernizing
the hotel while preserving its historic architectural integrity.

What is the significance of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel's location
on Waikiki Beach?

Its prime location on Waikiki Beach provided guests with unparalleled access to the ocean, sun, and
sand, becoming a symbol of Hawaiian luxury and vacationing.

Additional Resources

Here is a numbered list of 9 book titles related to the history of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, each using
and with a short description:

1. The Pink Palace: A Centennial History of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel

This comprehensive book delves into the origins of the iconic Royal Hawaiian Hotel, chronicling its
construction in the 1920s and its evolution through the decades. It explores the hotel's significant role
in Hawaiian history, from its initial allure as a luxury destination to its wartime service and post-war
resurgence. Expect detailed accounts of its architectural grandeur, the notable guests who graced its
halls, and the cultural impact it has had on Waikiki.

2. Aloha Tower and the Waikiki Beach Resorts: A Photographic Journey
While not exclusively about the Royal Hawaiian, this visually rich book often features the "Pink



Palace" as a central landmark in its exploration of Waikiki's development. It highlights the
interrelationship between the Aloha Tower's port facilities and the rise of the beachfront hotels,
including the Royal Hawaiian. Through historical photographs, readers can witness the transformation
of the coastline and the enduring presence of the Royal Hawaiian amidst changing times.

3. Matson Lines: America's Link to Hawaii

The Royal Hawaiian Hotel was intimately connected with the Matson Navigation Company, which
operated luxury liners that brought many of its early guests to Honolulu. This book examines the
history of Matson Lines and its pivotal role in promoting Hawaii as a tourist destination. It will
undoubtedly touch upon how the Royal Hawaiian served as the crown jewel of Matson's hospitality
offerings, shaping the travel experience for a generation.

4. Hawaiian Hospitality: A Century of Island Charm

This broader history of Hawaiian tourism and hospitality will undoubtedly dedicate significant space to
the Royal Hawaiian, often considered the epitome of early luxury island resorts. It will likely explore
the unique blend of Polynesian culture and American comfort that the hotel exemplified. Readers will
gain insight into how the Royal Hawaiian established benchmarks for service and ambiance that
continue to influence the hospitality industry in Hawaii.

5. The Architects of Paradise: Designing Hawaii's Iconic Hotels

This title would likely focus on the design and construction of significant hotels in Hawaii, with the
Royal Hawaiian being a prime example. It would delve into the architectural vision behind the "Pink
Palace," the influences of Spanish-Moorish and Hawaiian styles, and the challenges faced by its
designers. The book would offer an appreciation for the artistry and engineering that created such a
unique and enduring structure.

6. Waikiki: A History of Waves and Welcome

This historical account of Waikiki would naturally feature the Royal Hawaiian as one of its most
significant and defining establishments. It would place the hotel within the broader narrative of
Waikiki's transformation from a royal retreat to a global tourist mecca. Expect discussions on the
social and economic impacts of the Royal Hawaiian's presence on the local community and its role in
shaping Waikiki's identity.

7. The Royal Hawaiian: A Culinary Legacy

This book would focus on the gastronomic history of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, exploring the evolution
of its dining experiences and signature dishes. It would likely highlight the influences of various
culinary traditions that have graced the hotel's kitchens over the years. Readers interested in the food
and beverage history of Hawaii, and specifically of this landmark hotel, would find this title appealing.

8. Hawaii at War: The Pacific Front and Its Impact on the Islands

During World War II, the Royal Hawaiian Hotel was requisitioned for use by the U.S. military. This book
would detail the hotel's wartime service, likely exploring how its grand facilities were adapted for
military personnel. It would shed light on a less-discussed but significant chapter in the hotel's history,
showcasing its contribution beyond tourism during a critical period.

9. Matson's Golden Age of Travel: Luxury Liners to Hawaii

Similar to the Matson Lines book, this title would specifically focus on the luxurious era of travel
facilitated by the Matson Navigation Company. The Royal Hawaiian would be prominently featured as
the premier destination for passengers arriving on these opulent ships. The book would likely recount
the seamless travel experience from ship to shore, with the "Pink Palace" serving as the ultimate
welcoming embrace.
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