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The Great Hunt: Robert Jordan's Epic Journey
Unveiled

robert jordan the great hunt stands as a pivotal installment in his renowned Wheel of Time series,
deepening the lore and escalating the stakes for its beloved characters. This second novel plunges
readers further into the intricate world Jordan meticulously crafted, exploring themes of destiny,
burgeoning power, and the ever-present shadow of the Dark One. Within its pages, the narrative
expands beyond the initial quest of Rand al'Thor, introducing new factions, complex political
landscapes, and the crucial development of magic systems. This article will delve into the key
elements that make The Great Hunt such a compelling read, examining its plot progression,
character arcs, world-building significance, and its lasting impact on the Wheel of Time saga. We
will explore the introduction of new characters, the deepening of existing relationships, and the
critical turning points that propel the story towards its grander, world-altering conflicts.
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An In-Depth Look at Robert Jordan's The Great Hunt

Robert Jordan's The Great Hunt, the second novel in The Wheel of Time, solidifies the foundation
laid by The Eye of the World and launches the series into a more complex and character-driven
narrative. Readers are immediately re-immersed in the perilous journey of Rand al'Thor, the Dragon
Reborn, as he grapples with his burgeoning powers and the weight of prophecy. The novel is
distinguished by its intricate plotting, the introduction of compelling new characters, and a
significant expansion of the magical and political systems that define Jordan's epic fantasy world. It’s
a crucial chapter that balances immediate threats with the overarching struggle against the Shadow,



providing readers with a deeper understanding of the forces at play.

The sheer scope of the narrative in The Great Hunt is remarkable, weaving together multiple plot
threads that will ultimately converge to shape the fate of the world. Jordan masterfully balances
moments of intense action with periods of quiet character development, allowing the reader to
connect with the protagonists on a deeper level. The novel's exploration of different cultures and
societies within the Wheel of Time universe adds richness and depth, making the world feel vast and
lived-in. This second installment is not merely a continuation; it's an amplification of everything that
made the first book so captivating, promising an even grander saga to come.

The Core Narrative: Unraveling The Great Hunt's Plot

The Great Hunt picks up shortly after the events of The Eye of the World, with Rand, Mat, and Perrin
fleeing the apparent destruction of the Eye. Their initial goal is to reach Tar Valon and seek answers
from the Aes Sedai. However, their journey is far from straightforward. A crucial element of the plot
revolves around the stolen Horn of Valere, a legendary artifact capable of summoning the spirits of
fallen heroes to aid in battle. The hunt for this relic becomes a central driving force, necessitating a
separation of the main characters and leading them on divergent paths across various lands.

Rand, guided by Lan and Nynaeve, makes his way towards Tar Valon, where he encounters the
intricacies of the Aes Sedai's political maneuvering and the immense training required to control his
channeling abilities. Meanwhile, Perrin, haunted by his wolf-brother nature, embarks on his own
quest, influenced by the motivations of the Whitecloaks and his growing understanding of his own
latent powers. Mat, separated from the others and under the influence of a Shadar Logoth dagger,
begins a separate, more perilous journey that hints at his destiny and the complexities of his
character. The intricate quest for the Horn of Valere serves as a binding narrative thread, forcing
characters to confront their fears and develop their unique strengths.

The Stolen Horn of Valere and its Significance

The theft of the Horn of Valere by Padan Fain, a seemingly simple peddler but in reality a sinister
Darkfriend, immediately raises the stakes. This artifact is not merely a symbolic item; it holds the
power to rally legendary warriors, a force that could tip the scales in the inevitable war against the
Dark One. The urgency to reclaim the Horn drives much of the plot, forcing various factions to
mobilize and pursue Fain. The pursuit itself leads to the discovery of new threats and allies,
expanding the scope of the conflict beyond the initial group of friends from Emond's Field.

Introduction of the Seanchan Threat

A significant and terrifying addition to the world in The Great Hunt is the introduction of the
Seanchan. These enigmatic and formidable invaders from across the sea represent a new and
immediate danger. Their brutal efficiency, exotic weaponry, and the practice of "sul'dam" - women
who control powerful, enslaved creatures - instill fear and awe. The Seanchan's presence adds a
layer of geopolitical complexity and a stark reminder that the war against the Shadow is not just a
fight against ancient evil but also a conflict against powerful, organized mortal forces. Their



interactions with the main characters, particularly Egwene and Nynaeve, are harrowing and pivotal.

Key Characters and Their Evolving Journeys in The
Great Hunt

The Great Hunt is a novel that excels in character development, allowing each of the protagonists to
experience significant growth and transformation. Their individual journeys highlight different
aspects of Jordan's world and the challenges of embracing destiny.

Rand al'Thor: Embracing the Dragon Reborn

Rand's arc in The Great Hunt is defined by his reluctant acceptance of his role as the Dragon
Reborn. He grapples with the immense power of the One Power, struggling to control it while
simultaneously fearing what it means for his future and the world. His training with the Aes Sedai is
a crucial part of his development, exposing him to the discipline and dangers of channeling. His
internal conflict between his desire for a normal life and the demands of prophecy is palpable,
making his journey deeply relatable and compelling. He begins to understand the sacrifices required
of him and the isolation that comes with his destiny.

Perrin Aybara: The Wolf and the Warrior

Perrin's journey in this installment is one of self-discovery and wrestling with his dual nature. His
connection to wolves, his "wolf-brother" abilities, becomes more pronounced, and he grapples with
the control and fear associated with these powers. He finds himself caught between different
factions, including the influential Whitecloaks, who distrust anyone with unusual abilities. Perrin's
innate sense of justice and his growing protective instincts for his friends are central to his storyline,
leading him to make difficult choices and embrace his unique strengths as a warrior and a leader in
his own right.

Mat Cauthon: The Trickster's Shadow

Mat's journey in The Great Hunt is particularly dark and intriguing. Still suffering the lingering
effects of the Shadar Logoth dagger, his personality shifts. He becomes more reckless, cunning, and
prone to mischief, yet also displays a growing magnetism and charisma. His separation from Rand
and Perrin forces him to rely on his own wits and his evolving understanding of his circumstances.
The presence of the dagger and its corrupting influence creates a sense of impending doom around
him, hinting at the complex path he will walk.

Egwene al'Vere and Nynaeve al'Meara: Strength and
Independence

Egwene and Nynaeve's storylines in The Great Hunt showcase their increasing independence and



formidable strength. After being separated from the boys, they fall into the hands of the Seanchan,
enduring captivity and hardship that forge their resolve. Nynaeve, in particular, demonstrates her
fierce protectiveness and her potent, untamed channeling ability, often unleashing it when those she
cares about are threatened. Egwene, meanwhile, begins to explore her own latent potential and her
aptitude for Aes Sedai training, showing a resilience and determination that will define her future
role. Their experiences together highlight the strength of female bonds and the power of overcoming
adversity.

World-Building Expansions in Robert Jordan's The
Great Hunt

The Great Hunt significantly expands the already rich tapestry of Robert Jordan's Wheel of Time
world. It moves beyond the immediate environs of Emond's Field and the Two Rivers, introducing
readers to a diverse array of cultures, political systems, and geographical locations. This expansion
is crucial for establishing the global scope of the conflict against the Dark One.

The Intrigue of Tar Valon and the White Tower

The city of Tar Valon and the iconic White Tower, the seat of the Aes Sedai, play a central role in The
Great Hunt. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the Aes Sedai's hierarchical structure, their
internal politics, and the strict doctrines that govern their use of the One Power. The interactions
within the Tower reveal both the wisdom and the potential blindness of the Aes Sedai, as well as the
complexities of their centuries-old mission to protect the world. The presence of the Aes Sedai, with
their vast knowledge and immense power, is a cornerstone of the world's defense.

The Political Landscape of Andor and Beyond

The political machinations within the kingdom of Andor, particularly concerning its succession and
the influence of the Aes Sedai, are explored in detail. This introduces the concept of mortal rulers
and their role in the larger struggle. Furthermore, the novel hints at the vastness of the world, with
mentions of distant lands and the interconnectedness of various cultures and peoples, all of whom
will eventually be drawn into the unfolding conflict.

The Nature of the One Power and its Dangers

Robert Jordan meticulously delves deeper into the mechanics and limitations of the One Power. The
Great Hunt illustrates the rigorous training required to channel safely and effectively, and the
inherent dangers for those who cannot control their abilities. The contrast between Aes Sedai
discipline and the raw, untrained power of individuals like Rand and Nynaeve provides a compelling
examination of magic. The concept of the taint on saidin, affecting male channelers, adds a dark and
tragic dimension to their abilities, highlighting the sacrifices and burdens they must bear.



The Significance of The Great Hunt in the Wheel of
Time Series

The Great Hunt is a critical turning point for the Wheel of Time series. It moves the narrative from a
simple quest for survival and information to a more complex, multi-faceted struggle with global
implications. The novel solidifies the epic nature of the story and introduces key elements that will
resonate throughout the remaining books.

Establishing the Stakes of the Prophecy

This installment firmly establishes the immense stakes of the Dragon Reborn prophecy. Rand's
journey, his struggles with his power, and the growing awareness of his destiny are central to the
plot. The book makes it clear that Rand is not just a farm boy with powers, but a figure of immense
consequence, destined to either save or break the world. The fear and reverence with which he is
treated by some, and the outright hostility from others, underscore the magnitude of his role.

Introduction of Key Antagonistic Forces

Beyond the overarching threat of the Dark One, The Great Hunt introduces tangible and immediate
antagonistic forces. The Seanchan represent a formidable military and cultural challenge, and their
presence adds a new layer of complexity to the unfolding conflict. Padan Fain's continued
machinations and his connection to the Dark One also solidify the presence of internal threats and
betrayals. These forces serve to test the protagonists and force them to adapt and grow.

Analyzing The Great Hunt's Impact on Subsequent
Novels

The events and character developments within The Great Hunt have a profound and lasting impact
on the trajectory of the entire Wheel of Time series. Many of the seeds planted in this novel blossom
into major plot points and character arcs in later books.

Character Development and Relationships

The separations and individual journeys of Rand, Mat, Perrin, Egwene, and Nynaeve in The Great
Hunt forge them into distinct individuals. The bonds of friendship are tested and strengthened, and
their unique skills and personalities begin to define their roles in the larger conflict. The
development of Rand's leadership qualities, Perrin's sense of responsibility, Mat's growing influence,
and the assertive independence of Egwene and Nynaeve are all directly shaped by their experiences
in this novel. These foundations are crucial for their evolution into the leaders and warriors they will
become.



The Expansion of the Wheel of Time Mythology

The world-building introduced in The Great Hunt, particularly the Seanchan and their unique
societal structure, adds a significant layer to the Wheel of Time mythology. The exploration of Tar
Valon and the Aes Sedai's internal dynamics also lays the groundwork for future political intrigue
and the complex relationship between the White Tower and the Dragon Reborn. The lore
surrounding the Horn of Valere and other artifacts becomes more deeply integrated into the
narrative, hinting at a rich history that influences present events.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary goal of the characters in 'The Great
Hunt'?

The primary goal of the characters in 'The Great Hunt' is to recover the Horn of Valere and the
dagger of Matching, which were stolen from the Stone of Tear. These artifacts are crucial for
rallying forces against the Dark One.

Who are the main protagonists actively pursuing the Horn and
dagger in 'The Great Hunt'?

The main protagonists actively pursuing the Horn and dagger are Rand al'Thor, Mat Cauthon, and
Perrin Aybara. They are joined by other companions as their quest progresses.

What new major character is introduced and becomes
significant in 'The Great Hunt'?

The new major character introduced and becoming highly significant in 'The Great Hunt' is Egwene
al'Vere, who is on her own journey to the White Tower to learn the One Power.

What pivotal event occurs for Rand al'Thor in 'The Great Hunt'
that sets him on a new path?

A pivotal event for Rand al'Thor is his realization and acceptance that he is the Dragon Reborn. He
begins to grapple with the immense power and responsibility that comes with this identity.

What is the significance of the Seanchan in 'The Great Hunt'?

The Seanchan are a powerful and brutal empire from across the ocean who invade the Westlands in
‘The Great Hunt.' They represent a new and formidable threat and are instrumental in the fate of
some characters, particularly Nynaeve and Elayne.

How does 'The Great Hunt' advance the overarching plot of



The Wheel of Time series?

'The Great Hunt' significantly advances the overarching plot by solidifying Rand's identity as the
Dragon Reborn, introducing the major threat of the Seanchan, and expanding the world by revealing
political complexities and the existence of other continents. It also deepens the understanding of the
One Power and its users.

Additional Resources

Here is a numbered list of 9 book titles related to Robert Jordan's The Great Hunt, with short
descriptions for each:

1. The Wheel of Time

This is the overarching series title for Robert Jordan's epic fantasy saga. The Great Hunt is the
second book in this sprawling narrative, which chronicles the epic struggle of light against darkness,
centered around a group of young villagers from the secluded Two Rivers region. The series is
renowned for its intricate world-building, complex magic system, and vast cast of characters as they
face the Dark One.

2. The Dragon Reborn

As the third book in The Wheel of Time series, this title directly follows the events of The Great
Hunt. It delves deeper into the prophecy of the Dragon Reborn and the protagonist Rand al'Thor's
struggle to understand and control his immense power. The book continues the perilous journey of
the main characters as they are separated and face individual challenges and burgeoning threats.

3. The Shadow Rising

The fourth installment of The Wheel of Time, this book expands significantly on the world and its
lore, building upon the foundations laid in The Great Hunt. It sees the characters venturing into new
lands and confronting ancient prophecies and political intricacies. The narrative continues to explore
the deepening conflicts and the escalating stakes in the fight against the forces of the Shadow.

4. The Fires of Heaven

This fifth book in the series continues the escalating war against the Dark One and his minions.
Following the pivotal events of The Great Hunt, the characters are still grappling with their destinies
and the growing responsibilities thrust upon them. The novel showcases major battles, significant
character developments, and the ever-present threat of the Forsaken actively seeking to reclaim
their power.

5. Lord of Chaos

The sixth book in the saga, Lord of Chaos, escalates the political and military tensions to an
unprecedented level. It delves into the challenges of leadership and the personal sacrifices required
to unite disparate nations against a common enemy. This title further develops the prophecies and
the growing power of the Dragon Reborn, making it a crucial chapter after the events of The Great
Hunt.

6. A Memory of Light

This is the final book in The Wheel of Time series, bringing the epic story that began with The Eye of
the World and continued through The Great Hunt to its ultimate conclusion. It depicts the final
confrontation between the forces of Light and Shadow, where the fate of the world is decided. The
book resolves the countless plot threads and character arcs woven throughout the nineteen novels.



7. The World of Robert Jordan's The Wheel of Time

While not a narrative novel, this is an essential companion book that provides an in-depth
exploration of the intricate world created by Robert Jordan. It delves into the history, cultures,
geography, and magic systems that form the backdrop of The Great Hunt and the entire series. This
book offers a rich understanding of the lore that underpins the epic adventures.

8. The Path of Daggers

This eighth book in the series continues the narrative momentum established in The Great Hunt. The
characters are still spread across the vast continent, each facing their own trials and contributing to
the larger war effort. The book focuses on the increasing complexity of the political landscape and
the strategic maneuvers employed by both sides of the conflict.

9. The Fires of the Dragon: A Wheel of Time Novella

This title, though not a part of the main series in its original form, connects to the broader lore and
themes of The Wheel of Time. It often delves into specific events or characters that are crucial to
understanding the world and its history, providing context that enriches the experience of reading
books like The Great Hunt. Such novellas offer glimpses into the rich tapestry of the series'
mythology.
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