
roald dahl the big friendly giant
roald dahl the big friendly giant is a beloved tale that has captured the imaginations of children
and adults alike. This classic children's novel by the master storyteller Roald Dahl introduces us to
Sophie, a young orphan girl, and her unlikely friend, the BFG. Together, they embark on an
extraordinary adventure to stop the other, more menacing giants from gobbling up human children.
This article delves deep into the world of Roald Dahl's BFG, exploring its enduring appeal, the
characters that make it so memorable, the enchanting plot, and its significant cultural impact. We will
uncover what makes this story resonate so powerfully across generations and why the Big Friendly
Giant remains an icon of kindness and bravery.

The Enduring Magic of Roald Dahl's The BFG

Roald Dahl's "The BFG" is more than just a children's book; it's a testament to the power of
imagination, friendship, and courage in the face of adversity. Published in 1982, the story has since
been translated into numerous languages and adapted into successful films and stage productions,
solidifying its place in literary history. The unique blend of Dahl's signature dark humor, whimsical
language, and profound empathy creates a narrative that is both thrilling and heartwarming. The Big
Friendly Giant, or BFG, is a character who embodies gentleness and protection in a world often filled
with harsh realities, making him an incredibly comforting figure for young readers. His mission to
safeguard children from the other, less benevolent giants highlights themes of good versus evil, the
importance of standing up for what is right, and the discovery of extraordinary bonds in unexpected
places.

Understanding the Characters in The BFG

The success of "The BFG" hinges significantly on its brilliantly conceived characters, each contributing
to the richness and depth of the narrative. Roald Dahl possessed a remarkable talent for creating
characters that are both eccentric and deeply relatable, and the inhabitants of this tale are no
exception. Their interactions and individual quirks drive the plot forward and resonate with readers on
an emotional level.

Sophie: The Spirited Orphan Girl

Sophie, the protagonist of "The BFG," is a small but mighty orphan girl who finds herself snatched
from her bed by the titular giant. Despite her initial terror, Sophie exhibits remarkable bravery and
intelligence. She is a keen observer and a quick thinker, qualities that enable her to navigate the
perilous world of giants and ultimately become instrumental in their defeat. Her journey from fear to
friendship with the BFG is a central theme, showcasing how even the smallest among us can possess
immense courage and influence.



The Big Friendly Giant (BFG)

The Big Friendly Giant himself is the heart and soul of the story. Unlike his cannibalistic brethren, the
BFG is a gentle giant who subsists on snozzcumbers and "whizzpopping." He is a solitary figure,
ostracized by the other giants for his refusal to eat children. The BFG possesses a unique gift: he can
blow dreams into the bedrooms of sleeping children. His distinctive speech, filled with invented words
like "gobblefunk," adds a layer of charming peculiarity to his character. He is a gentle soul who yearns
for connection and is fiercely protective of Sophie, demonstrating immense loyalty and compassion.

The Other Giants: A Menacing Menagerie

In stark contrast to the BFG, the other giants are fearsome and grotesque figures. Roald Dahl paints
vivid, unsettling portraits of these giants, emphasizing their brutality and their insatiable hunger for
human flesh. Among them are:

The Bloodbottler: Known for his bloodthirsty nature.

The Flesh-Tickler: A giant who enjoys the sensation of touching children.

The Bone-Cruncher: Whose name chillingly suggests his dietary habits.

The Gizzard-Gouger: Another example of the grotesque imagery Dahl employs.

The Maidmasher: Who, disturbingly, longs to mash maids.

The Child-Chewer: Perhaps the most direct and terrifying of the lot.

These menacing characters serve as the primary antagonists, providing the stakes and the urgency
for Sophie and the BFG's adventure.

The Enchanting Plot of The BFG

"The BFG" unfolds a captivating narrative that blends elements of fantasy, adventure, and a touch of
gentle horror. The story's progression is driven by the unlikely friendship formed between Sophie and
the giant, and their shared mission to protect the world from a much greater threat.

The Abduction and the Dream Jar

The story begins with Sophie, unable to sleep, witnessing something extraordinary outside her
orphanage window. She sees a giant. Before she can fully comprehend, the giant snatches her and
carries her away to his cave in Giant Country. Initially terrified, Sophie soon discovers that this giant is



not like the others. The BFG shows her his collection of dreams, bottled and categorized, and explains
his role in collecting and distributing them. This initial encounter sets the stage for their extraordinary
alliance.

A Mission to Save the Children

The central conflict arises when Sophie learns about the other, man-eating giants and their nightly
raids on human nurseries. The BFG, though aware of their evil deeds, feels powerless to stop them
alone. Sophie, with her courage and quick wit, devises a plan. Together, they embark on a perilous
journey to stop the cannibalistic giants once and for all. This quest involves a secret visit to
Buckingham Palace and a daring encounter with the Queen of England herself, highlighting the
extraordinary lengths to which the pair will go.

The Battle Against Evil Giants

The climax of the story involves Sophie and the BFG presenting evidence of the giants' atrocities to
the Queen. This alliance with human authorities is crucial. The Queen, initially skeptical, is convinced
by Sophie's plea and the BFG's testimony. The ensuing military operation to capture and imprison the
evil giants is a thrilling culmination of their efforts. The story concludes with the man-eating giants
imprisoned, and the BFG and Sophie living a peaceful life together, their friendship a symbol of hope
and the triumph of good.

The Unique Language and Themes of The BFG

Roald Dahl's mastery extends to his innovative use of language and the profound themes woven into
the fabric of "The BFG." The book is celebrated not only for its compelling plot and characters but also
for its distinctive linguistic style and the underlying messages it conveys.

Gobblefunk and Dream Talk

One of the most memorable aspects of "The BFG" is the giant's unique vocabulary, a playful
concoction of made-up words that Dahl termed "gobblefunk." Words like "whizzpopping,"
"snozzcumbers," and "scrumdiddlyumptious" are not just silly sounds; they add a layer of imaginative
charm and differentiate the BFG from the human world. This invented language is a hallmark of Dahl's
writing, inviting readers into his whimsical universe and encouraging them to play with words
themselves. The BFG's descriptions of dreams and his ability to "talk" to them also contribute to the
story's fantastical elements.



Themes of Friendship and Courage

"The BFG" is a powerful exploration of friendship, particularly the unlikely bond between a small girl
and a giant. Their connection transcends their physical differences and societal expectations,
demonstrating that true companionship is built on empathy, understanding, and mutual respect. The
theme of courage is equally prominent. Sophie, despite her size, displays immense bravery in
confronting her fears and standing up to evil. The BFG, though a giant, finds his courage through his
friendship with Sophie and his determination to protect the innocent.

The Power of Dreams and Kindness

The concept of dreams is central to "The BFG." The BFG's ability to capture and share dreams
highlights their significance in our lives, offering hope, comfort, and inspiration. The story also
champions the virtue of kindness. The BFG's inherent gentleness, his refusal to harm children, and his
desire to share good dreams with the world stand in stark contrast to the cruelty of the other giants.
This emphasis on kindness as a powerful force against wickedness is a timeless message that
continues to resonate with readers of all ages.

The Cultural Impact and Adaptations of The BFG

"The BFG" has transcended its origins as a children's book to become a significant cultural
phenomenon. Its enduring popularity has led to numerous adaptations, each bringing Roald Dahl's
extraordinary tale to new audiences and cementing its legacy.

Film and Television Adaptations

The story of the Big Friendly Giant has been adapted for the screen multiple times. The most notable
film adaptations include the 1989 animated television special and the 2016 live-action film directed
by Steven Spielberg. These adaptations, while varying in their interpretations, have introduced the
BFG and Sophie to a global audience, introducing the distinctive character and his narrative to new
generations.

Stage Productions and Other Media

Beyond film, "The BFG" has also been successfully translated into various stage productions, including
musicals and theatrical plays. These adaptations allow audiences to experience the magic of the story
in a live setting, often utilizing creative stagecraft to bring the giants and their fantastical world to life.
The book's enduring appeal has also led to its inclusion in educational curricula and its continuous
presence in libraries and bookstores worldwide.



A Lasting Literary Icon

The Big Friendly Giant remains one of Roald Dahl's most cherished creations. His gentle nature, his
unique way of speaking, and his unwavering kindness have made him an unforgettable literary
character. The story continues to be read aloud, discussed, and cherished by families, proving the
timeless quality of Dahl's storytelling and the universal appeal of a tale about an unlikely friendship
that conquers evil.

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes the BFG (Big Friendly Giant) different from other
giants in Roald Dahl's story?
The BFG is unique because he doesn't eat humans. Unlike the other giants who are flesh-eating man-
eaters, the BFG is a vegetarian and is kind and gentle, preferring to collect and blow dreams rather
than cause harm.

What is the BFG's primary role or occupation?
The BFG's primary role is to collect and blow dreams into the bedrooms of sleeping children. He
captures these dreams in a net and then blows them to children with his trumpet, either good or bad
dreams.

Who is Sophie, and how does she meet the BFG?
Sophie is a young orphan girl who is unable to sleep and sees the BFG peering into her window at
night. The BFG, afraid she'll tell others about him, snatches her from her orphanage and brings her to
his cave in Giant Country.

What is the significance of the 'whizzpoppers' in the story?
'Whizzpoppers' are the BFG's term for the extremely powerful and uncontrollable burps he
experiences. These burps are a source of great amusement for Sophie and the BFG, and they are so
potent that they can shake the ground.

How do the BFG and Sophie manage to defeat the other
giants?
Sophie and the BFG devise a plan to tell the Queen of England about the man-eating giants. They
enlist the help of the Royal Army and Navy to capture the other giants while they are asleep and
drunk on frobscottle, effectively ending their reign of terror.

What message does Roald Dahl convey through the BFG's



character?
The BFG's character often conveys messages about the importance of kindness, friendship, and not
judging others based on appearances. It also highlights themes of imagination, the power of dreams,
and standing up against cruelty and injustice.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Roald Dahl's The BFG, with short descriptions:

1. The Girl Who Befriended a Giant
This heartwarming story follows a young orphan named Sophie who, like her namesake in The BFG,
finds herself spirited away from her familiar world. However, instead of a dream-catching giant, she
encounters a gentle giant who protects her from a village that misunderstands his true nature.
Together, they embark on a series of quiet adventures, learning about friendship and courage in a
world where being different is often feared. The narrative explores the profound connection that can
form between unlikely companions.

2. Bottles of Dreams and Other Wonders
Inspired by the dream-catching jars of The BFG, this book is an anthology of fantastical tales where
ordinary objects hold extraordinary magic. Each story features a unique artifact, perhaps a
shimmering bottle, a glowing stone, or a whispering seashell, that allows its owner to experience
wondrous things. From sailing on clouds to conversing with animals, these narratives celebrate the
power of imagination and the hidden marvels that surround us. It's a collection that will delight
readers with its whimsical charm.

3. The Land of Snozzcumbers and Other Delights
This culinary adventure delves into the peculiar and often humorous diets of mythical creatures. It
imagines a world where giants like the BFG have their own distinct and unusual food preferences,
much like the snozzcumbers. Readers will discover recipes for fantastical feasts, from bubbling bog
water brews to sky-high sandwiches, and learn about the ingredients that make these creatures
thrive. It’s a playful exploration of taste, texture, and the joy of unconventional meals.

4. Whizzpopping Adventures in Giantville
This vibrant picture book takes young readers on a tour of the mythical homeland of giants, similar to
where the BFG resides. Filled with towering trees, colossal buildings, and enormous everyday objects,
Giantville is a place of awe and wonder. The story follows a brave little protagonist who stumbles into
this land and must navigate its grand scale, encountering friendly giants who are just as curious about
humans as humans are about them. It’s a visual feast that captures the delightful absurdity of being
small in a world of giants.

5. The Secret of the Glowing Jar
Echoing the magic of the BFG's dream jars, this tale centers on a young inventor who discovers a
mysterious, glowing jar. This jar doesn't just capture dreams; it stores and replays memories, allowing
the inventor to relive cherished moments and even understand the emotions of others. As they
experiment with its powers, they learn about the importance of empathy and the lasting impact of
shared experiences. It's a story about the profound connections that memories forge.

6. The Unfriendly Giants and the Brave Little Girl
This story offers a contrasting perspective to The BFG, presenting a land of giants who are less than



friendly. A resourceful and courageous young girl finds herself in their territory and must use her wits
and a bit of luck to outsmart them. While the giants are imposing and somewhat menacing, the girl's
spirit and determination shine through, proving that even the smallest among us can overcome the
biggest obstacles. It highlights the power of bravery in the face of adversity.

7. The Language of Giants: Whispers and Roars
This fascinating book explores the communication styles of colossal beings, drawing inspiration from
the BFG's unique way of speaking. It delves into how giants might communicate, from guttural roars
that shake the earth to subtle whispers carried on the wind. Through imagined dialogues and
linguistic explorations, readers can learn about the nuances of sound and the creative ways different
beings might express themselves, even across vast differences in size. It’s a playful look at language
and understanding.

8. The Boy Who Collected Moonbeams
Similar to the BFG's collection of dreams, this story features a young boy with a peculiar hobby:
collecting moonbeams in specially crafted lanterns. He believes these captured beams hold the magic
of the night and can bring comfort and wonder to those who need it. When a lonely new girl arrives in
town, the boy decides to share his collection, showing her the beauty and enchantment that can be
found in the most unexpected places. It’s a gentle tale about sharing light and finding connection.

9. Giants, Goblins, and Gossamer Wings
This fantastical collection of short stories weaves together mythical creatures from various folklore,
including giants reminiscent of the BFG. Each tale explores a different magical encounter, from
navigating treacherous lands with towering beings to befriending mischievous goblins and marveling
at delicate gossamer-winged sprites. The narratives celebrate the boundless imagination of childhood
and the thrill of venturing into worlds beyond our own, where the impossible becomes delightfully
real. It’s a compendium of enchantment for young adventurers.
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