RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION SPEECH THERAPY

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION SPEECH THERAPY OFFERS A STRUCTURED AND DATA-DRIVEN APPROACH TO IDENTIFYING AND
SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH COMMUNICATION CHALLENGES. THIS COMPREHENSIVE FRAMEWORK MOVES BEYOND TRADITIONAL
METHODS BY EMPHASIZING EARLY IDENTIFICATION, TARGETED INTERVENTIONS, AND CONTINUOUS PROGRESS MONITORING. By
INTEGRATING GENERAL EDUCATION, SPECIAL EDUCATION, AND RELATED SERVICES, RT| SPEECH THERAPY AIMS TO ENSURE ALL
STUDENTS RECEIVE THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF SUPPORT THEY NEED TO SUCCEED ACADEMICALLY AND SOCIALLY. THIS ARTICLE
WILL DELVE INTO THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF RT|, ITS APPLICATION IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY, THE BENEFITS IT OFFERS,
AND PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION. UUNDERSTANDING HOW RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION SPEECH THERAPY
W ORKS CAN EMPOWER EDUCATORS AND PARENTS TO BETTER SUPPORT CHILDREN WITH SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DELAYS.

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI)

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTD IS A MULTI-TIER MODEL DESIGNED TO PROVIDE EARLY, EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTION AND
INTERVENTION FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE STRUGGLING ACADEMICALLY OR BEHAVIORALLY. |TS FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES REVOLVE
AROUND UNIVERSAL SCREENING, DATA-BASED DECISION"MAKING, AND A TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT. THIS APPROACH
PRIORITIZES PREVENTING ACADEMIC FAILURE BY IDENTIFYING STUDENTS AT RISK AND PROVIDING THEM WITH PROGRESSIVELY MORE
INTENSIVE INTERVENTIONS AS NEEDED. THE EMPHASIS IS ON USING EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES AND CONTINUALLY ASSESSING
STUDENT PROGRESS TO INFORM INSTRUCTIONAL ADJUSTMENTS. THIS FRAMEWORK IS NOT EXCLUSIVE TO ACADEMIC SUBJECTS; IT
EXTENDS TO RELATED SERVICES LIKE SPEECH THERAPY, ENSURING A HOLISTIC APPROACH TO STUDENT SUPPORT.

UNIVERSAL SCREENING IN RT]

THE INITIAL STEP IN THE RT| FRAMEWORK IS UNIVERSAL SCREENING. THIS INVOLVES ADMINISTERING ASSESSMENTS TO ALL
STUDENTS AT REGULAR INTERVALS TO IDENTIFY THOSE WHO MAY BE AT RISK FOR ACADEMIC OR COMMUNICATION DIFFICULTIES.
FORrR SPEECH THERAPY, THIS MIGHT INVOLVE SCREENING FOR ARTICULATION DISORDERS, LANGUAGE DELAYS, FLUENCY ISSUES, OR
VOICE PROBLEMS. THE GOAL IS TO CATCH POTENTIAL CONCERNS EARLY, BEFORE THEY BECOME SIGNIFICANT OBSTACLES TO A
STUDENT'S LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT. UNIVERSAL SCREENING ENSURES THAT NO CHILD FALLS THROUGH THE CRACKS,
PROVIDING A BROAD SAFETY NET FOR EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF COMMUNICATION NEEDS.

DATA-BASED DecCiSION-MAKING

A CORNERSTONE OF RT| IS THE COMMITMENT TO DATA-BASED DECISION-MAKING. ALL INSTRUCTIONAL AND INTERVENTION
CHOICES ARE INFORMED BY STUDENT PERFORMANCE DATA. THIS MEANS THAT PROGRESS IS CONTINUOUSLY MONITORED, AND THE
DATA COLLECTED IS USED TO DETERMINE WHETHER AN INTERVENTION IS EFFECTIVE OR IF MODIFICATIONS ARE NECESSARY. IN THE
CONTEXT OF SPEECH THERAPY, THIS INVOLVES TRACKING A STUDENT’S PROGRESS ON SPECIFIC SPEECH AND LANGUAGE GOALS
THROUGH REGULAR ASSESSMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS. THIS DATA-DRIVEN APPROACH ENSURES THAT INTERVENTIONS ARE
TAILORED TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS AND THAT RESOURCES ARE ALLOCATED EFFICIENTLY.

TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT

RT| OPERATES ON A TIERED SYSTEM OF SUPPORT, TYPICALLY INVOLVING THREE TIERS. EACH TIER REPRESENTS A DIFFERENT
LEVEL OF INTENSITY AND SPECIFICITY OF INSTRUCTION OR INTERVENTION. TIER 1 IS THE HIGH-QUALITY CORE INSTRUCTION THAT
ALL STUDENTS RECEIVE. IF A STUDENT CONTINUES TO STRUGGLE DESPITE RECEIVING EFFECTIVE TIER | INSTRUCTION, THEY MAY
BE MOVED TO TIER 2, WHICH PROVIDES MORE TARGETED SMALL-GROUP INTERVENTIONS. STUDENTS WHO DO NOT RESPOND
ADEQUATELY TO TIER 2 INTERVENTIONS MAY THEN RECEIVE TIER 3/ WHICH OFFERS INTENSIVE, INDIVIDUALIZED SUPPORT. THIS
PROGRESSIVE SYSTEM ENSURES THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF ASSISTANCE BASED ON THEIR UNIQUE



NEEDS.

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION SPEECH THERAPY: APPLICATION AND
COMPONENTS

RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION SPEECH THERAPY ADAPTS THE CORE RT| PRINCIPLES TO ADDRESS THE UNIQUE COMMUNICATION
NEEDS OF STUDENTS. |T EMPHASIZES EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DISORDERS, THE USE OF EVIDENCE-BASED
INTERVENTIONS, AND A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH INVOLVING SPEECH"LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS (SLPS), TEACHERS, AND
PARENTS. THE GOAL IS TO PROVIDE TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE SUPPORT TO IMPROVE A STUDENT'S COMMUNICATION SKILLS, WHICH
ARE FOUNDATIONAL FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESS, SOCIAL INTERACTION, AND OVERALL WELL-BEING. THIS FRAMEW ORK ENSURES
THAT SPEECH THERAPY IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF A STUDENT'S EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY, NOT AN ISOLATED SERVICE.

EARLY IDENTIFICATION AND SCREENING FOR SPEECH AND LANGUAGE CONCERNS

IN AN RT| SPEECH THERAPY MODEL, EARLY IDENTIFICATION IS PARAMOUNT. SLPS COLLABORATE WITH EDUCATORS TO
IMPLEMENT UNIVERSAL SCREENING MEASURES FOR SPEECH AND LANGUAGE. T HESE SCREENINGS ARE DESIGNED TO BE BRIEF AND
EFFICIENT, IDENTIFYING STUDENTS WHO MAY EXHIBIT POTENTIAL DIFFICULTIES IN AREAS SUCH AS:

e ARTICULATION AND PHONOLOGICAL AW ARENESS
o RECEPTIVE AND EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE

FLUENCY (STUTTERING)

® \V/OICE QUALITY

PRAGMATICS (SOCIAL COMMUNICATION SKILLS)

EARLY IDENTIFICATION ALLOWS FOR PROMPT INTERVENTION, POTENTIALLY PREVENTING MORE SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES FROM
DEVELOPING LATER ON. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH IS A KEY DIFFERENTIATOR OF THE RT| MODEL.

Tier 1: UNIVERSAL SPEECH AND LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Tier 1 INRTI SPEECH THERAPY INVOLVES PROVIDING HIGH-QUALITY, EVIDENCE-BASED LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION
INSTRUCTION TO ALL STUDENTS WITHIN THE GENERAL EDUCATION CLASSROOM. SLPS MAY COLLABORATE WITH TEACHERS TO
EMBED LANGUAGE-RICH ACTIVITIES AND STRATEGIES INTO DAILY INSTRUCTION. THIS INCLUDES:

® PROMOTING VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

ENCOURAGING CLEAR ARTICULATION AND LANGUAGE USE

® FACILITATING EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES

o CREATING A LANGUAGE-POSITIVE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT

THE AIM OF TIER T IS TO PREVENT COMMUNICATION ISSUES FROM ARISING AND TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT
OF ALL LEARNERS. TEACHERS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN IMPLEMENTING THESE UNIVERSAL STRATEGIES, WITH SLPs OFFERING
CONSULTATION AND SUPPORT.



Tier 2: TARGETED SPEECH AND L ANGUAGE INTERVENTIONS

STUDENTS WHO DO NOT DEMONSTRATE ADEQUATE PROGRESS IN TIER 1 RECEIVE MORE TARGETED INTERVENTIONS AT TIER 2.
THESE INTERVENTIONS ARE TYPICALLY DELIVERED IN SMALL GROUPS AND ARE MORE FOCUSED ON SPECIFIC SPEECH OR LANGUAGE
GOALS. SLLPsS ARE CENTRAL TO THIS TIER, DESIGNING AND IMPLEMENTING EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS TAILORED TO THE
IDENTIFIED NEEDS OF THE STUDENTS. PROGRESS MONITORING IS FREQUENT AND INTENSIVE, WITH DATA USED TO DETERMINE THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE INTERVENTION. EXAMPLES OF TIER 2 INTERVENTIONS MIGHT INCLUDE:

® SMALL-GROUP ARTICULATION PRACTICE
® TARGETED LANGUAGE THERAPY FOR SPECIFIC GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURES OR COMPREHENSION SKILLS
e EARLY INTERVENTION FOR STUTTERING

SOCIAL SKILLS GROUPS

THE INTENSITY AND DURATION OF TIER 2 INTERVENTIONS ARE ADJUSTED BASED ON STUDENT RESPONSE.

Tier 3: INTENSIVE AND INDIVIDUALIZED SPEECH AND L ANGUAGE SUPPORT

FOR STUDENTS WHO CONTINUE TO STRUGGLE DESPITE RECEIVING T IER 2 INTERVENTIONS, TIER 3 PROVIDES THE MOST INTENSIVE
AND INDIVIDUALIZED SUPPORT. THIS LEVEL OF INTERVENTION IS TYPICALLY DELIVERED ONE-ON-ONE OR IN VERY SMALL GROUPS,
WITH A HIGHLY INDIVIDUALIZED INTERVENTION PLAN. THE SLP WORKS CLOSELY WITH THE STUDENT TO ADDRESS COMPLEX
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE CHALLENGES. PROGRESS MONITORING IS ONGOING AND HIGHLY DETAILED. TIER 3 INTERVENTIONS MAY
INVOLVE!

® |NDIVIDUALIZED THERAPY SESSIONS FOCUSING ON SPECIFIC COMMUNICATION DISORDERS
® USE OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY FOR COMMUNICATION
e COLLABORATION WITH OTHER SPECIALISTS TO ADDRESS CO-OCCURRING CONDITIONS

® |NTENSIVE REMEDIATION OF FOUNDATIONAL SPEECH AND LANGUAGE SKILLS

THE FOCUS AT TIER 3 IS ON PROVIDING THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF SUPPORT TO ENABLE THE STUDENT TO ACHIEVE THEIR
COMMUNICATION POTENTIAL.

BENEFITS OF RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION SPEECH THERAPY

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RT| IN SPEECH THERAPY YIELDS NUMEROUS BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND THE
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AS A WHOLE. BY PRIORITIZING EARLY IDENTIFICATION AND EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS, THIS MODEL
FOSTERS IMPROVED COMMUNICATION OUTCOMES, REDUCES THE NEED FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION REFERRALS, AND PROMOTES A
MORE COLLABORATIVE AND DATA-INFORMED APPROACH TO STUDENT SUPPORT. THESE ADVANTAGES CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE
EQUITABLE AND EFFECTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL CHILDREN.

EARLY IDENTIFICATION AND PREVENTION oF COMMUNICATION DISORDERS

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT BENEFITS OF RT| SPEECH THERAPY IS ITS EMPHASIS ON EARLY IDENTIFICATION AND PREVENTION.
BY SCREENING ALL STUDENTS AND PROVIDING TIMELY INTERVENTIONS, POTENTIAL SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DISORDERS CAN BE



ADDRESSED BEFORE THEY BECOME DEEPLY ENTRENCHED. THIS PROACTIVE APPROACH CAN PREVENT ACADEMIC DIFFICULTIES,
SOCIAL ISOLATION, AND LONG-TERM COMMUNICATION CHALLENGES, ULTIMATELY SETTING STUDENTS ON A PATH TO GREATER
SUCCESS.

IMPROVED STUDENT OUTCOMES AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

EFFECTIVE SPEECH AND LANGUAGE INTERVENTION, FACILITATED BY THE RTI FRAMEWORK, DIRECTLY CONTRIBUTES TO IMPROVED
STUDENT OUTCOMES. STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO LEARNING, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO UNDERSTAND
INSTRUCTIONS, PARTICIPATE IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS, READ AND WRITE EFFECTIVELY, AND BUILD POSITIVE SOCIAL
RELATIONSHIPS. \WHEN STUDENTS’ COMMUNICATION NEEDS ARE MET, THEIR OVERALL ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE TENDS TO
IMPROVE, AS DOES THEIR CONFIDENCE AND ENGAGEMENT IN SCHOOL.

RepuceD SPECIAL EDUCATION REFERRALS AND DISPROPORTIONALITY

RT| SPEECH THERAPY CAN LEAD TO A REDUCTION IN UNNECESSARY SPECIAL EDUCATION REFERRALS. BY PROVIDING EFFECTIVE
INTERVENTIONS WITHIN THE GENERAL EDUCATION SETTING, MANY STUDENTS WHO MIGHT OTHERW!ISE BE IDENTIFIED WITH A
DISABILITY CAN RECEIVE THE SUPPORT THEY NEED TO THRIVE. THIS NOT ONLY CONSERVES RESOURCES BUT ALSO HELPS TO
REDUCE DISPROPORTIONALITY IN SPECIAL EDUCATION, ENSURING THAT STUDENTS ARE ONLY PLACED IN SPECIAL EDUCATION
WHEN TRULY WARRANTED BY A DIAGNOSED DISABILITY.

ENHANCED CoLLABORATION AND COMMUNICATION AMONG PROFESSIONALS

THe RT| MODEL INHERENTLY FOSTERS COLLABORATION AMONG EDUCATORS, SLPS, AND OTHER SUPPORT STAFF. |T
ENCOURAGES A SHARED UNDERSTANDING OF STUDENT NEEDS AND A TEAM-BASED APPROACH TO PROBLEM-SOLVING. REGULAR
DATA REVIEW MEETINGS AND COLLABORATIVE PLANNING SESSIONS ENSURE THAT ALL PROFESSIONALS ARE WORKING TOGETHER
TOWARDS COMMON GOALS, LEADING TO A MORE COHESIVE AND EFFECTIVE SUPPORT SYSTEM FOR STUDENTS. THIS
INTERDISCIPLINARY TEAMWORK IS VITAL FOR ADDRESSING THE COMPLEX COMMUNICATION NEEDS OF MANY STUDENTS.

DATA-DrIVEN DECISION MAKING FOR EFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS

THE RELIANCE ON DATA IN RT| ENSURES THAT INTERVENTIONS ARE NOT ONLY IMPLEMENTED BUT ALSO CONTINUOUSLY
EVALUATED FOR THEIR EFFECTIVENESS. THIS DATA-DRIVEN APPROACH ALLOWS SLLPS AND EDUCATORS TO MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS ABOUT MODIFYING INTERVENTIONS, ADJUSTING INTENSITY, OR TRANSITIONING STUDENTS BETWEEN TIERS. IT MOVES
AWAY FROM A TRIAL-AND-ERROR METHOD AND ENSURES THAT RESOURCES ARE DIRECTED TOWARDS STRATEGIES THAT ARE
DEMONSTRABLY WORKING FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS, LEADING TO MORE EFFICIENT AND IMPACTFUL SUPPORT.

PrACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTING RT| SPeecH THERAPY

SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTING RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION SPEECH THERAPY REQUIRES CAREFUL PLANNING, ADEQUATE
RESOURCES, AND ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT. SLPs AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS MUST CONSIDER VARIOUS
PRACTICAL ASPECTS TO ENSURE THE FRAMEWORK IS EFFECTIVE AND SUSTAINABLE. THIS INCLUDES BUILDING A STRONG
COLLABORATIVE TEAM, SECURING APPROPRIATE SCREENING TOOLS AND INTERVENTION MATERIALS, AND ESTABLISHING CLEAR
PROTOCOLS FOR DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS.



BUILDING A CoLLABORATIVE TEAM AND ESTABLISHING ROLES

EFFecTIVE RT| SPEECH THERAPY HINGES ON A STRONG, COLLABORATIVE TEAM. THIS TEAM TYPICALLY INCLUDES SLPS, GENERAL
EDUCATION TEACHERS, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGISTS, AND ADMINISTRATORS. CLEARLY DEFINING THE
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH TEAM MEMBER IS CRUCIAL. SLPS, FOR INSTANCE, ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR SCREENING,
INTERVENTION DEVELOPMENT, PROGRESS MONITORING, AND CONSULTATION, WHILE TEACHERS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN
IMPLEMENTING TIER 1 STRATEGIES AND IDENTIFYING STUDENTS FOR REFERRAL. OPEN COMMUNICATION AND SHARED DECISION=-
MAKING ARE PARAMOUNT FOR TEAM SUCCESS.

SELECTING APPROPRIATE SCREENING TOOLS AND INTERVENTION MATERIALS

THE CHOICE OF SCREENING TOOLS AND INTERVENTION MATERIALS SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTS THE SUCCESS OF RT| SPEECH
THERAPY. SCREENING TOOLS SHOULD BE RELIABLE, VALID, AND EFFICIENT FOR IDENTIFYING STUDENTS AT RISK. INTERVENTION
MATERIALS SHOULD BE EVIDENCE-BASED, AGE-APPROPRIATE, AND ALIGNED WITH CURRICULUM STANDARDS. SLPs MUST HAVE
ACCESS TO A VARIETY OF RESOURCES TO ADDRESS DIVERSE SPEECH AND LANGUAGE NEEDS ACROSS DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS AND
SKILL LEVELS. CONTINUOUS EVALUATION OF THESE TOOLS AND MATERIALS IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO ENSURE THEIR ONGOING
EFFECTIVENESS.

ESTABLISHING PRoTOCOLS FOR DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND REPORTING

CLEAR PROTOCOLS FOR DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND REPORTING ARE ESSENTIAL FOR DATA-DRIVEN DECISION-MAKING IN
RT| SPEECH THERAPY. THIS INCLUDES DETERMINING WHAT DATA WILL BE COLLECTED, HOW FREQUENTLY IT WILL BE COLLECTED,
WHO WILL COLLECT IT, AND HOW IT WILL BE ANALYZED. STANDARDIZED PROCEDURES FOR PROGRESS MONITORING, SUCH AS
CHARTING, GRAPHING, AND RUBRIC-BASED ASSESSMENTS, ARE VITAL. REGULAR TEAM MEETINGS DEDICATED TO REVIEWING
STUDENT DATA AND MAKING INSTRUCTIONAL DECISIONS ARE A KEY COMPONENT OF THIS PROCESS. ACCURATE AND TIMELY
REPORTING OF PROGRESS TO PARENTS AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS IS ALSO CRITICAL.

ProVIDING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND ONGOING SUPPORT FOR STAFF

IMPLEMENTING RT| SPEECH THERAPY EFFECTIVELY REQUIRES ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT FOR ALL STAFF
INVOLVED. SLPS NEED OPPORTUNITIES TO STAY CURRENT WITH BEST PRACTICES IN RT| AND EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS.
TEACHERS MAY REQUIRE TRAINING ON HOW TO IMPLEMENT UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE STRATEGIES IN THE CLASSROOM AND HOW TO
IDENTIFY STUDENTS WHO MAY NEED ADDITIONAL SUPPORT. PROVIDING ONGOING COACHING AND MENTORSHIP ENSURES THAT
STAFF HAVE THE SKILLS AND CONFIDENCE TO IMPLEMENT THE R'T| FRAMEWORK EFFECTIVELY AND ADAPT THEIR PRACTICES AS
NEEDED. THIS COMMITMENT TO PROFESSIONAL GROWTH IS FUNDAMENTAL TO THE SUCCESS OF ANY RT| INITIATIVE.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI) IN SPEECH-
LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY?
RT| IN SPEECH THERAPY IS BASED ON UNIVERSAL SCREENING TO IDENTIFY STUDENTS AT RISK, PROVIDING EVIDENCE-BASED TIERED

INTERVENTIONS WITH INCREASING INTENSITY, AND CONTINUOUSLY MONITORING STUDENT PROGRESS TO INFORM INSTRUCTIONAL
DECISIONS AND DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES.



How DOES RT| DIFFER FROM TRADITIONAL SPEECH THERAPY ELIGIBILITY
DETERMINATION?

TRADITIONAL MODELS OFTEN WAIT FOR SIGNIFICANT ACADEMIC OR COMMUNICATION DEFICITS BEFORE INTERVENTION. RT|,
CONVERSELY, PROACTIVELY ADDRESSES POTENTIAL ISSUES THROUGH EARLY, TARGETED INTERVENTIONS AND DATA-DRIVEN
DECISION-MAKING, AIMING TO PREVENT THE NEED FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION THROUGH EFFECTIVE GENERAL EDUCATION SUPPORTS.

\W/HAT ARE THE DIFFERENT TIERS OF INTERVENTION IN RT| FOR SPEECH THERAPY?

TIER 1 INVOLVES UNIVERSAL SUPPORTS AND EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS FOR ALL STUDENTS WITHIN THE GENERAL
EDUCATION CLASSROOM. TIER 2 PROVIDES MORE TARGETED, SMALL-GROUP INTERVENTIONS FOR STUDENTS IDENTIFIED AS
NEEDING ADDITIONAL SUPPORT. TIER 3 INVOLVES INTENSIVE, INDIVIDUALIZED INTERVENTIONS FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE NOT
RESPONDED TO PREVIOUS TIERS.

\W/HAT KIND OF DATA IS COLLECTED IN AN RT| SPEECH THERAPY MODEL?

DATA COLLECTION IN RT| INCLUDES UNIVERSAL SCREENING RESULTS, PROGRESS MONITORING DATA (E.G., FLUENCY RATES,
INTELLIGIBILITY SCORES, ARTICULATION ACCURACY, LANGUAGE SAMPLE ANALYSIS), AND QUALITATIVE OBSERVATIONS OF
STUDENT PERFORMANCE IN ACADEMIC AND COMMUNICATION TASKS.

How IS PROGRESS MONITORING CRUCIAL IN RT| SPEECH THERAPY?

PROGRESS MONITORING PROVIDES ONGOING, FREQUENT ASSESSMENT OF A STUDENT'S RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION. THIS DATA
HELPS SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS DETERMINE IF THE INTERVENTION IS EFFECTIVE, IF ADJUSTMENTS ARE NEEDED, OR IF THE
STUDENT IS READY TO MOVE TO A HIGHER OR LOWER TIER.

\W/HAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS USED IN TIER 1 oF RTI
SPEECH THERAPY?

EXAMPLES INCLUDE EXPLICIT VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION, PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS ACTIVITIES INTEGRATED INTO LITERACY
INSTRUCTION, CLEAR SPEECH MODELING AND REINFORCEMENT BY THE CLASSROOM TEACHER, AND USE OF VISUAL SUPPORTS FOR
COMMUNICATION IN THE GENERAL EDUCATION SETTING.

\X/HEN SHOULD A STUDENT BE CONSIDERED FOR TIER 2 OR TIER 3 INTERVENTION IN
SPEECH THERAPY UNDER RTI?

STUDENTS ARE TYPICALLY REFERRED TO TIER 2 WHEN UNIVERSAL SCREENERS OR CLASSROOM OBSERVATIONS INDICATE A
POTENTIAL COMMUNICATION CONCERN, AND THEY ARE NOT MAKING ADEQUATE PROGRESS WITH TIER 1 SUPPORTS. REFERRAL TO
TIER 3 OCCURS WHEN STUDENTS DO NOT SHOW SUFFICIENT GROWTH IN TIER 2 INTERVENTIONS.

W/HAT IS THE ROLE OF THE SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST IN AN RT| FRAMEWORK?

THE SLP PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN IDENTIFYING AT-RISK STUDENTS, SELECTING AND IMPLEMENTING EVIDENCE-BASED
INTERVENTIONS, DEVELOPING PROGRESS MONITORING TOOLS, ANALYZING DATA, COLLABORATING WITH TEACHERS AND PARENTS,
AND DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES BASED ON RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION.

How poEs RT| PROMOTE COLLABORATION AMONG EDUCATORS FOR SPEECH THERAPY
GOALS?

RT| NECESSITATES COLLABORATION BY BRINGING TOGETHER CLASSROOM TEACHERS, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, AND
SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS TO SHARE INFORMATION ABOUT STUDENT STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES, JOINTLY PLAN
INTERVENTIONS, AND MONITOR PROGRESS. THIS SHARED RESPONSIBILITY ENSURES A MORE COHESIVE AND EFFECTIVE SUPPORT
SYSTEM.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

HERE IS A NUMBERED LIST OF 9 BOOK TITLES RELATED TO RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI) IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGY, WITH SHORT DESCRIPTIONS:

1. RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION IN SPEECH-| ANGUAGE PATHOL OGY

THIS FOUNDATIONAL TEXT EXPLORES THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF RT| WITHIN SPEECH-LANGUAGE
SERVICES. |T GUIDES CLINICIANS ON HOW TO EFFECTIVELY IMPLEMENT MULTI-TIERED SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT TO IDENTIFY AND
ADDRESS COMMUNICATION NEEDS. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES DATA-DRIVEN DECISION-MAKING AND COLLABORATIVE PRACTICES WITH
EDUCATORS AND FAMILIES. |T IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE THEORETICAL UNDERPINNINGS AND REAL-
\WORLD IMPLEMENTATION OF RTI.

2.R1l: A PracTiCcAL GUIDE FOR ScHOOL SPEECH-| ANGUAGE PATHOL OGISTS

THIS BOOK OFFERS A HANDS-ON APPROACH TO INTEGRATING RT| INTO DAILY SPEECH-LANGUAGE PRACTICE IN SCHOOL
SETTINGS. |T PROVIDES CONCRETE STRATEGIES FOR SCREENING, PROGRESS MONITORING, AND INTERVENTION ACROSS VARIOUS
COMMUNICATION DOMAINS. READERS WILL FIND REPRODUCIBLE TOOLS AND TEMPLATES TO FACILITATE THE RT| PROCESS. THE
GUIDE FOCUSES ON MAKING RT| MANAGEABLE AND EFFECTIVE FOR BUSY SCHooL SLPs.

3. IMPLEMENTING RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION: A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR SPEECH-| ANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS

THIS RESOURCE DELVES INTO THE PRACTICAL STEPS AND CONSIDERATIONS FOR SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTING RT| WITHIN
SPEECH-LANGUAGE SERVICES. |T ADDRESSES CHALLENGES AND OFFERS SOLUTIONS FOR CREATING EFFECTIVE TIERED
INTERVENTIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DIVERSE COMMUNICATION NEEDS. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF
COLLABORATION WITH GENERAL EDUCATION TEACHERS AND PARENTS TO ENSURE STUDENT SUCCESS. |T PROVIDES ACTIONABLE
ADVICE FOR BUILDING A ROBUST RT| sYsTEM.

4. BUILDING A Responsive Speech-| angUaGe PrograM: EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES For RT
THIS TITLE FOCUSES ON DEVELOPING A SPEECH-LANGUAGE PROGRAM THAT IS INHERENTLY RESPONSIVE TO STUDENT NEEDS
THROUGH THE LENS OF RTI. |T EMPHASIZES THE USE OF EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES FOR BOTH IDENTIFICATION AND
INTERVENTION WITHIN A MULTI-TIERED FRAMEWORK. | HE BOOK DISCUSSES HOW TO CREATE FLEXIBLE AND INDIVIDUALIZED
INTERVENTIONS THAT EVOLVE WITH STUDENT PROGRESS. [T AIMS TO EMPOWER SLPS TO BUILD A DYNAMIC AND EFFECTIVE
SERVICE DELIVERY MODEL.

5. INTERVENTION FOR SPEECH AND | ANGUAGE DISORDERS: A RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION APPROACH

THIS COMPREHENSIVE TEXT EXAMINES SPECIFIC SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DISORDERS AND HOW TO ADDRESS THEM WITHIN AN RT]
FRAMEWORK. |T PROVIDES DETAILED INTERVENTION STRATEGIES FOR EACH TIER, TAILORED TO VARIOUS COMMUNICATION
IMPAIRMENTS. THE BOOK UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY IDENTIFICATION AND INTERVENTION TO PREVENT ACADEMIC
AND SOCIAL DIFFICULTIES. |T SERVES AS A GUIDE FOR SELECTING AND ADAPTING INTERVENTIONS BASED ON STUDENT
RESPONSIVENESS.

6. DATA-Deiven RT1 For Speech-| aNGUAGE PATHOLOGY: A GUIDE T PROGRESS MONITORING
THIS BOOK CENTERS ON THE CRITICAL COMPONENT OF DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS WITHIN RT| FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGY. |T OFFERS PRACTICAL METHODS FOR EFFECTIVELY MONITORING STUDENT PROGRESS AT EACH TIER OF
INTERVENTION. THE TEXT EXPLAINS HOW TO USE THIS DATA TO MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS ABOUT INSTRUCTIONAL
ADJUSTMENTS AND SERVICE DELIVERY. IT EQUIPS SLPs WITH THE SKILLS TO USE PROGRESS MONITORING AS A POWERFUL TOOL
FOR IMPROVING OUTCOMES.

7. CoLlL ABORATING FOR SUCCESS: RT| IN SPEECH-| ANGUAGE PATHOLOGY AND THE CI ASSROOM

THIS TITLE HIGHLIGHTS THE INDISPENSABLE ROLE OF COLLABORATION IN A SUCCESSFUL RT| SYSTEM FOR SPEECH-LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGY. |T EXPLORES STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN SLPS, GENERAL EDUCATION TEACHERS,
ADMINISTRATORS, AND FAMILIES. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES SHARED RESPONSIBILITY AND COMMUNICATION TO SUPPORT STUDENTS'
COMMUNICATION DEVELOPMENT. |T AIMS TO FOSTER A COHESIVE APPROACH TO INTERVENTION.

8. The RT| HANDBOOK FOR SPEECH-| ANGUAGE PATHOL OGISTS: FROM SCREENING TO INTENSIVE INTERVENTION

THIS COMPREHENSIVE HANDBOOK PROVIDES A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO RT| IMPLEMENTATION, COVERING ALL ESSENTIAL
STAGES. |T OFFERS GUIDANCE ON ROBUST SCREENING PROCEDURES, DIFFERENTIATING INSTRUCTION ACROSS TIERS, AND
IMPLEMENTING INTENSIVE INTERVENTIONS WHEN NEEDED. | HE BOOK INCLUDES PRACTICAL TOOLS AND EXAMPLES TO SUPPORT
SLPs IN NAVIGATING THE RT| PROCESS. IT IS A VALUABLE REFERENCE FOR BUILDING AND REFINING RT| SERVICES.

9. LANGUAGE INTERVENTION IN A RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION FRAMEW ORK



THIS BOOK SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSES THE IMPLEMENTATION OF LANGUAGE INTERVENTIONS WITHIN THE RT| MODEL. |T DELVES
INTO THE ASSESSMENT AND INTERVENTION OF VARIOUS LANGUAGE COMPONENTS, SUCH AS VOCABULARY, SYNTAX, AND
PRAGMATICS, WITHIN A MULTI-TIERED SYSTEM. THE TEXT EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING LANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT AND PROVIDING TARGETED SUPPORT BASED ON STUDENT NEEDS AND RESPONSIVENESS. |T IS A KEY RESOURCE FOR
SLPs FOCUSED ON LANGUAGE-BASED RT1.
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