
relative pronouns worksheet 4th grade
relative pronouns worksheet 4th grade is a valuable resource for educators and students looking
to master this essential grammar concept. This article delves into the intricacies of relative
pronouns, offering comprehensive explanations and practical exercises tailored for fourth graders.
We will explore what relative pronouns are, their common forms, and how they function within
sentences to create more complex and descriptive structures. Understanding relative pronouns is
crucial for building strong writing skills, and this guide aims to provide clarity and confidence for
young learners. Prepare to unlock the power of relative clauses with our expertly designed
approach, ensuring a solid foundation in English grammar.
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Understanding Relative Pronouns in English Grammar

Relative pronouns are a fundamental part of sentence structure, acting as connectors that introduce
dependent clauses. These clauses, often called relative clauses or adjective clauses, provide
additional information about a noun or pronoun in the main clause. Mastering relative pronouns is a
key milestone for fourth graders as they transition to more sophisticated writing and reading
comprehension. They allow for richer descriptions and more detailed explanations, making language
more dynamic and precise. This section will lay the groundwork for understanding the role and
importance of these versatile words.

Common Relative Pronouns for 4th Grade Learners

For fourth-grade students, focusing on the most frequently used relative pronouns is essential. These
words are the building blocks for constructing clear and informative sentences. By recognizing and
utilizing these core relative pronouns, students can significantly enhance their writing abilities.
Understanding the specific function of each pronoun will prevent confusion and promote accurate
usage.



The Pronoun "Who"

"Who" is used to refer to people. It functions as the subject of a relative clause. For instance, in the
sentence, "The girl who is wearing the blue dress is my sister," "who" refers to "the girl" and acts as
the subject of the clause "who is wearing the blue dress." It helps to identify a specific person by
adding descriptive details.

The Pronoun "Whom"

"Whom" is also used to refer to people, but it functions as the object of a verb or preposition in a
relative clause. While less common in everyday speech at this level, understanding its grammatical
role is beneficial. An example might be, "The student whom the teacher praised is very diligent."
Here, "whom" is the object of the verb "praised."

The Pronoun "Whose"

"Whose" indicates possession. It is used to show that something belongs to someone or something.
For example, "This is the boy whose dog won the first prize." In this sentence, "whose" connects "the
boy" to his dog, showing ownership. It adds a layer of detail about relationships or attributes.

The Pronoun "Which"

"Which" is used to refer to things or animals. It can function as the subject or object within its
clause. Consider the sentence, "The book which is on the table is mine." Here, "which" refers to "the
book" and identifies it. It's a crucial pronoun for specifying inanimate objects or creatures.

The Pronoun "That"

"That" is a versatile relative pronoun that can refer to both people and things. It is often used in
defining relative clauses, which are essential for identifying the noun they modify. A sentence like,
"The car that is parked outside is new," uses "that" to specify which car. It's a widely applicable
pronoun in everyday language.

How Relative Pronouns Function in Sentences

Relative pronouns are the glue that holds relative clauses together and connects them to the main
part of the sentence. They perform two main functions: they act as a pronoun, standing in for a noun
or pronoun, and they introduce a subordinate clause that modifies a noun or pronoun.



Understanding this dual role is key to comprehending sentence complexity.

Introducing Relative Clauses

A relative clause always begins with a relative pronoun. This pronoun is the link between the
dependent clause and the antecedent—the noun or pronoun it describes. The relative clause adds
extra information, making the sentence more descriptive and informative. For example, in "The cat
that chased the mouse is fluffy," the relative clause "that chased the mouse" tells us more about "the
cat."

Modifying Nouns and Pronouns

The primary purpose of a relative clause is to modify its antecedent. This means the clause provides
additional details or identifies which specific noun or pronoun is being discussed. Without relative
pronouns and their associated clauses, sentences would be simpler but less expressive. They allow
writers to paint a clearer picture for their readers.

Identifying Relative Pronouns in Sentences: A Skill for
4th Grade

Teaching fourth graders to actively identify relative pronouns within sentences is a crucial step in
building their grammatical awareness. This skill empowers them to understand sentence structure
better and to use these words effectively in their own writing. Practice exercises focused on
identification are highly beneficial.

Spotting the Connectors

The first step is to look for the common relative pronouns: who, whom, whose, which, and that. Once
these words are spotted, students can then examine the surrounding words to determine if they are
introducing a clause that provides more information about a preceding noun or pronoun. This
requires careful reading and analysis.

Determining the Antecedent

After identifying a relative pronoun, the next important task is to find its antecedent. The antecedent
is the noun or pronoun that the relative pronoun refers back to. This connection is vital for
understanding the meaning of the sentence. For instance, in "The dog that barked all night belongs
to our neighbor," "that" refers to "the dog."



Using Relative Pronouns to Combine Sentences

One of the most practical applications of relative pronouns for fourth graders is learning to combine
short, choppy sentences into longer, more fluid ones. This technique makes writing more engaging
and sophisticated. Relative pronouns allow writers to express relationships between ideas efficiently.

Streamlining Sentence Structure

Instead of writing, "I saw a bird. The bird was singing a beautiful song," students can combine these
into, "I saw a bird that was singing a beautiful song." This not only makes the writing more concise
but also more descriptive, directly linking the bird to its action. This is a powerful tool for improving
narrative flow.

Adding Detail and Clarity

Relative pronouns help to add specific details without creating separate sentences. For example,
"My friend has a new bike. The bike is red." can become "My friend has a new bike which is red."
This allows for the smooth integration of descriptive elements, enhancing the overall clarity and
richness of the text.

Practice Activities: Relative Pronouns Worksheet for
4th Grade

A well-designed relative pronouns worksheet for 4th grade is indispensable for reinforcing learning
and providing hands-on practice. These worksheets should include a variety of exercises that cater
to different learning styles and skill levels, from simple identification to sentence construction.

Fill-in-the-Blank Exercises

These exercises present sentences with missing relative pronouns. Students must choose the correct
pronoun from a given list or based on the context of the sentence. This helps them understand the
nuances of when to use each pronoun. For example: "The book _____ I borrowed is very interesting."

Sentence Combining Tasks

Here, students are given two simple sentences and asked to combine them into one using a relative
pronoun. This directly applies the skill of streamlining sentence structure and adding descriptive



detail. For instance, combine: "The student won the award. The student studied hard."

Identifying Relative Clauses

Worksheets can include paragraphs where students need to underline or highlight the relative
pronouns and identify the relative clause. This focuses on their ability to recognize these
grammatical structures within a larger text. It's an excellent way to build reading comprehension
alongside grammar skills.

Sentence Creation with Prompts

Students can be given a noun or pronoun and a relative pronoun and asked to create their own
sentence. This encourages creativity and ensures they can apply their knowledge independently. For
example: "Create a sentence using 'who' and the noun 'teacher'."

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even with practice, fourth graders may encounter common errors when using relative pronouns.
Recognizing these pitfalls and understanding how to correct them is vital for mastery. Proactive
guidance can prevent persistent mistakes.

Confusing "Who" and "Which"

A frequent error is using "which" when referring to people, or "who" when referring to things.
Remembering the basic rule—"who" for people, "which" for things—is the most effective way to
avoid this. For example, it should be "The girl who smiled" not "The girl which smiled."

Incorrect Use of "That"

While "that" is versatile, sometimes students overuse it when "who" or "which" would be more
precise, or they use it in non-defining clauses where it's inappropriate. Emphasizing when "that" is
preferred for identifying nouns versus when other pronouns offer more clarity is helpful.

Omitting Necessary Relative Pronouns

Sometimes, students might omit a relative pronoun where it is grammatically required, leading to
awkward or incorrect sentences. For instance, "The movie I saw yesterday was good" is technically



acceptable in informal speech, but in more formal writing, "The movie that I saw yesterday was
good" or "The movie which I saw yesterday was good" might be preferred, depending on the context.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a relative pronoun and what does it do?
A relative pronoun is a word like who, whom, whose, which, or that. It connects a dependent clause
(a group of words with a subject and verb that can't stand alone) to the main part of a sentence. It
also acts as a pronoun within that dependent clause.

Can you give an example of a sentence using 'who' as a
relative pronoun?
Sure! The girl who won the race is my best friend. 'Who' connects the clause 'who won the race' to
the sentence and refers back to 'girl'.

When do we use 'which' as a relative pronoun?
We use 'which' to talk about things or animals. For example, The book which is on the table is mine.
'Which' connects 'which is on the table' and refers to 'book'.

What's the difference between 'who' and 'whom'?
'Who' is used when the pronoun is the subject of its clause (doing the action). 'Whom' is used when
the pronoun is the object of its clause (receiving the action). For 4th graders, focusing on 'who' for
people is usually enough to start!

Can you explain how to use 'that' as a relative pronoun?
'That' can be used for both people and things. It's often used to introduce essential information. For
example, I like the pizza that has pepperoni. 'That' connects 'that has pepperoni' and refers to
'pizza'.

What is 'whose' used for?
'Whose' shows possession or ownership. It tells us who something belongs to. For instance, The boy
whose backpack is blue is new. 'Whose' shows that the backpack belongs to the boy.

Why are relative pronouns important in writing?
Relative pronouns help make our sentences more interesting and descriptive. They allow us to add
extra information about people, places, or things without starting a whole new sentence, making our
writing flow better.



Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to relative pronouns for a 4th-grade worksheet, each with a short
description:

1. The Mystery of the Whose Clues
This book follows a young detective named Lily who stumbles upon a series of peculiar clues left
behind by a mischievous ghost. The clues all use the relative pronoun "whose" to connect different
objects and people. Lily must decipher the connections to solve the mystery and uncover the ghost's
playful intentions. It's a fun way to practice identifying possession with relative clauses.

2. Adventures with the Which Wand
Join Finn and his magical "which" wand as he embarks on a quest through an enchanted forest. This
wand has the unique ability to point out specific items or creatures, always introducing them with
the relative pronoun "which." Finn uses his wit and the wand to overcome obstacles and find the lost
treasure. The story emphasizes distinguishing between clauses introduced by "which."

3. The Boy Who Found His Voice
This heartwarming story tells the tale of Alex, a quiet boy who discovers his courage and confidence
through an unexpected friendship. He meets a wise old owl who uses the relative pronoun "who" to
describe the bravery Alex possesses. Alex learns to embrace his strengths and speak up for himself.
The narrative highlights the use of "who" to refer to people.

4. Secrets of the That Treasure Chest
Two siblings, Maya and Leo, discover an ancient, locked treasure chest filled with secrets. The only
way to unlock its mysteries is by solving riddles that rely on understanding the relative pronoun
"that." Each riddle uses "that" to describe the items or conditions needed to open the chest. It's an
engaging way to practice "that" in defining relative clauses.

5. The Girl Whom Everyone Admired
This is a story about a kind and generous girl named Sophia who consistently helps her community.
The townspeople often speak about her, using the relative pronoun "whom" to describe her good
deeds and the positive impact she has. Sophia's actions inspire those around her to be more
compassionate. The book subtly introduces the correct usage of "whom" in relation to people.

6. The Land of Where Wonders Happen
Explore a magical land where everyday occurrences are transformed into extraordinary events. The
inhabitants of this land describe their surroundings and activities using the relative pronoun "where"
to indicate locations and their associated marvels. Readers will journey through this imaginative
place, learning about spatial relationships introduced by "where." It makes practicing place-based
relative clauses exciting.

7. When the When Clock Chimes Twice
A mysterious event occurs in a small town when a special clock chimes twice, marking a significant
change. The story revolves around understanding the timing of events, with the relative pronoun
"when" being crucial to piecing together the sequence. Children will follow the characters as they
unravel the mystery of the double chime. This book helps solidify the concept of time introduced by
"when."

8. The Cat That Chased the Moon
This whimsical tale features a curious cat named Whiskers who is determined to catch the moon.



The story uses the relative pronoun "that" to describe the cat's ambitious goal and the actions he
takes. Whiskers’ persistent attempts, even if unsuccessful, are filled with humor and charm. It's a
delightful read for practicing descriptive relative clauses with "that."

9. The Dog Who Loved to Fetch
Meet Buster, an energetic dog with an unshakeable passion for fetching. The narrative focuses on
Buster's favorite games and the joy he brings to his family, often using the relative pronoun "who" to
describe his enthusiastic nature. Readers will be charmed by Buster's loyalty and his simple
pleasures. This book provides ample opportunities to practice identifying subjects with "who."
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