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Crash Course in US History

reconstruction and 1876 crash course us history 22 delves into one of the most pivotal and
tumultuous periods in American history. This era, following the Civil War, grappled with the
monumental task of rebuilding the nation, readmitting Southern states, and defining the rights and
roles of newly freed African Americans. The culmination of these struggles, the controversial
Election of 1876 and the subsequent Compromise of 1877, profoundly reshaped the trajectory of the
United States, ushering in a new phase of race relations and political power dynamics. This article
will explore the key aspects of Reconstruction, the complex factors leading to the 1876 crisis, and its
lasting consequences for American society.

Understanding the Reconstruction Era

Reconstruction, officially spanning from 1865 to 1877, was the period of United States history in
which the country attempted to rebuild itself after the American Civil War. The central questions
revolved around how to bring the Southern states back into the Union, what would be the status of
the formerly enslaved population, and how to ensure the protection of their rights and liberties. This
era was marked by significant political debate, social upheaval, and violent resistance.

Presidential Reconstruction: Early Attempts at Reunification

Following the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, President Andrew Johnson, a Southerner himself,
inherited the daunting task of Reconstruction. His approach, known as Presidential Reconstruction,
was largely lenient towards the former Confederate states. Johnson aimed for a swift reunification,
offering pardons to most former Confederates and allowing Southern states to establish new
governments with minimal federal oversight. This leniency, however, often overlooked the concerns
of newly freed African Americans and allowed for the reemergence of pre-war power structures in
the South.

Congressional Reconstruction: Radical Shifts and Federal
Intervention

Frustrated by Johnson's lenient policies and the continued disenfranchisement of Black citizens in
the South, Congress, particularly the Radical Republicans, took a more assertive stance.



Congressional Reconstruction, also known as Radical Reconstruction, aimed to protect the rights of
African Americans and ensure a more equitable reintegration of the South. Key legislation passed
during this phase included the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and the Reconstruction Acts of 1867, which
divided the South into military districts and mandated the creation of new state constitutions that
protected Black suffrage and civil rights.

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments: Pillars of Freedom

Integral to Congressional Reconstruction were three landmark constitutional amendments. The 13th
Amendment, ratified in 1865, formally abolished slavery throughout the United States. The 14th
Amendment, ratified in 1868, granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the United
States, including former slaves, and guaranteed equal protection of the laws. The 15th Amendment,
ratified in 1870, prohibited the denial of voting rights based on race, color, or previous condition of
servitude. These amendments represented significant advancements in civil rights but faced fierce
opposition and circumvention in the South.

Life for African Americans During Reconstruction

For African Americans, Reconstruction offered a period of unprecedented opportunity and immense
challenges. They sought to establish families, gain education, acquire land, and participate in the
political process. Black churches and schools flourished, becoming vital centers of community life.
Black men voted and held public office at both local and federal levels, a testament to the
transformative potential of the era. However, this progress was met with widespread violence and
intimidation from white supremacist groups like the Ku Klux Klan, as well as the implementation of
restrictive "Black Codes" designed to limit Black freedom and economic mobility.

The Road to the 1876 Presidential Election Crisis

As Reconstruction wore on, the nation grew increasingly weary of the ongoing conflict and the
perceived corruption associated with federal intervention in the South. The political landscape
shifted, with Northern support for Reconstruction policies beginning to wane. Economic downturns
and a desire for national unity contributed to a growing sentiment to "let the South go its own way."
This shifting sentiment set the stage for the contentious Election of 1876, a watershed moment that
would effectively end Reconstruction.

The Republican Party's Nominee: Rutherford B. Hayes

The Republican Party nominated Rutherford B. Hayes, the governor of Ohio, as their candidate for
president. Hayes was seen as a moderate figure, and his campaign largely avoided the overt focus
on Reconstruction that had characterized earlier Republican efforts. His platform emphasized civil
service reform and a more conciliatory approach to the South, though he also pledged to uphold the
rights of all citizens.



The Democratic Party's Candidate: Samuel J. Tilden

The Democratic Party nominated Samuel J. Tilden, the governor of New York, as their candidate.
Tilden was known for his fight against political corruption in New York City. The Democratic
platform called for an end to federal intervention in the South and a return to states' rights,
resonating with a significant portion of the electorate who felt Reconstruction had gone too far.

The Disputed Election Results: A Nation on Edge

Election Day, November 7, 1876, resulted in a highly contested outcome. Tilden appeared to have
won the popular vote, but the electoral votes from several Southern states – South Carolina, Florida,
and Louisiana – remained in dispute. These states were the last to be under federal military
occupation, and allegations of voter fraud and intimidation were rampant on both sides. The refusal
of local officials to certify returns, coupled with partisan interference, created a chaotic situation
that threatened to plunge the nation back into crisis.

The Electoral Commission: An Unprecedented Solution

With no clear victor, the nation faced an unprecedented constitutional crisis. Congress, deadlocked,
established an Electoral Commission to resolve the disputed electoral votes. This commission was
composed of fifteen members: seven Democrats, seven Republicans, and one Independent. The
Independent, Supreme Court Justice David Davis, was initially expected to provide impartiality, but
his resignation from the commission, due to political pressure and his election to the Senate, led to
his replacement by a Republican justice, tipping the balance of power.

The Compromise of 1877: The End of an Era

The proceedings of the Electoral Commission were fraught with partisan maneuvering and intense
negotiation. The eventual decision awarded all disputed electoral votes to Rutherford B. Hayes,
narrowly securing his victory. This outcome was the result of an informal agreement known as the
Compromise of 1877, a deal struck between Republicans and Southern Democrats.

Key Provisions of the Compromise

The Compromise of 1877 had several crucial provisions that fundamentally altered the course of
American history:

The withdrawal of federal troops from the remaining Southern states.

The appointment of a Southern Democrat to Hayes's cabinet.



The allocation of federal funds for internal improvements in the South, including the
construction of a Southern transcontinental railroad.

In return, Southern Democrats agreed to recognize Hayes as the legitimate president and to
refrain from further obstructing the peaceful transition of power.

The Immediate Impact: The Fall of Reconstruction

The most immediate and profound impact of the Compromise of 1877 was the effective end of
federal oversight and protection for African Americans in the South. With the withdrawal of federal
troops, Southern states were left to govern themselves, and many quickly moved to disenfranchise
Black voters through poll taxes, literacy tests, and grandfather clauses. The promise of equality and
civil rights that had been dangled during Reconstruction was largely extinguished, ushering in the
era of Jim Crow laws and systemic segregation.

Long-Term Consequences for Race Relations and American
Society

The legacy of the Compromise of 1877 and the conclusion of Reconstruction continues to resonate in
American society. The failure to fully integrate African Americans into the political and social fabric
of the nation led to generations of racial discrimination, violence, and inequality. The economic
disparities established during this period also persisted. The contested election and its resolution
highlighted the enduring tensions over race, power, and the very definition of American citizenship,
issues that would continue to be debated and fought over for decades to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary goal of Reconstruction after the Civil
War?
The primary goal of Reconstruction was to readmit the Southern states back into the Union, rebuild
the South, and establish the rights of newly freed African Americans.

What were the main challenges faced during Reconstruction?
Challenges included resistance from white Southerners, the rise of white supremacist groups like
the Ku Klux Klan, economic devastation in the South, and political disagreements over the extent of
federal intervention.



What were the key legislative achievements of the
Reconstruction era?
Key achievements include the 13th Amendment (abolishing slavery), the 14th Amendment (granting
citizenship and equal protection), and the 15th Amendment (granting voting rights to Black men).
The Freedmen's Bureau also provided aid and education.

How did the Compromise of 1877 effectively end
Reconstruction?
The Compromise of 1877 resolved the disputed 1876 presidential election by awarding the
presidency to Rutherford B. Hayes in exchange for the withdrawal of federal troops from the South,
which effectively ended federal protection of Black rights.

What impact did the end of Reconstruction have on African
Americans in the South?
The end of Reconstruction led to the reestablishment of white supremacy, the rise of Jim Crow laws,
widespread disenfranchisement of Black voters, and increased racial violence and segregation.

What was the significance of the 'carpetbaggers' and
'scalawags' during Reconstruction?
'Carpetbaggers' were Northerners who moved South after the war, often seeking economic or
political opportunities, and were viewed with suspicion. 'Scalawags' were white Southerners who
supported Reconstruction policies and collaborated with Republicans, and were often seen as
traitors.

What was the 'Lost Cause' narrative and how did it influence
post-Reconstruction South?
The 'Lost Cause' was a romanticized and revisionist interpretation of the Confederacy that
downplayed the role of slavery and emphasized the bravery and honor of Confederate soldiers. It
helped justify white supremacy and undermined the progress made during Reconstruction.

What role did the Supreme Court play in the decline of
Reconstruction?
The Supreme Court issued several rulings that weakened the enforcement of Reconstruction
amendments, such as the Slaughterhouse Cases and the Civil Rights Cases, which limited federal
power to protect individual rights against state actions.

What were some of the economic conditions in the South
during and after Reconstruction?
The South was economically devastated by the war. Reconstruction saw attempts at rebuilding and



industrialization, but sharecropping and tenant farming became widespread, often trapping both
Black and white farmers in cycles of debt.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Reconstruction and Crash Course US History 22, with short
descriptions:

1. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863–1877
This comprehensive work provides an in-depth examination of the tumultuous period following the
Civil War. It delves into the political, social, and economic transformations attempted during
Reconstruction, as well as the violent resistance and eventual rollback of these efforts. The book
highlights the complexities and compromises that defined this critical era in American history.

2. The Reconstruction Amendments: Promises of Equality
This title likely explores the crucial amendments passed during Reconstruction – the 13th, 14th, and
15th. It would detail their original intent to abolish slavery, grant citizenship and equal protection
under the law, and secure voting rights for Black men. The book would also likely address how these
promises were later undermined and the long-term struggle for their full realization.

3. The Compromise of 1877: A Nation Divided
Focusing on the pivotal election and subsequent political maneuver, this book would dissect the
events leading to the withdrawal of federal troops from the South. It would analyze the deals and
negotiations that effectively ended Reconstruction and ushered in a new era of white supremacy.
The narrative would explore the profound consequences of this compromise for African Americans.

4. A Short History of Reconstruction
This concise overview would offer a more accessible introduction to the Reconstruction era for a
general audience. It would cover the major events, key figures, and lasting impacts of the period,
from the initial hopes for racial equality to the violent backlash. The book aims to provide a clear
understanding of why Reconstruction ultimately failed.

5. Redemption: The Last Battle of the Civil War
This title suggests a narrative that frames the end of Reconstruction as a "redemption" from the
perspective of white Southerners. It would likely explore the rise of the "Redeemers" and their
efforts to regain political control and re-establish a social order based on racial hierarchy. The book
might critically examine this ideology and its devastating impact on the South.

6. The Rise of Jim Crow: Segregation and Violence in the New South
This book would directly address the systematic implementation of segregation and racial
discrimination following Reconstruction. It would detail the legal framework of Jim Crow laws, the
widespread violence and intimidation used to enforce them, and the everyday experiences of African
Americans under this oppressive system. The title emphasizes the continuity of racial conflict.

7. The Souls of Black Folk
While not solely about Reconstruction, this seminal work by W.E.B. Du Bois reflects on the aftermath
of Reconstruction and its impact on the Black community. It offers profound insights into the "color
line," the psychological toll of racism, and the yearning for freedom and self-determination. The book
provides a crucial Black perspective on the failures of the era.



8. Crowds and Soldiers in Reconstruction South Carolina
This title suggests a focus on the grassroots dynamics and the role of federal authority during
Reconstruction in a specific Southern state. It would likely examine the interactions between newly
enfranchised Black citizens, white Southerners, and the presence of federal troops. The book might
explore how local events contributed to the broader national story of Reconstruction's challenges.

9. Grant's Reconstruction: The President, the Law, and the Fight for Black Equality
This book would likely concentrate on the role of President Ulysses S. Grant and his administration
in attempting to enforce Reconstruction policies. It would explore the legislation passed during his
tenure, the legal battles fought to protect Black rights, and the administration's efforts to combat
white supremacist violence. The title highlights the federal government's evolving approach to the
era.
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