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quotes from wonder by rj palacio are more than just memorable lines; they are profound insights
into empathy, kindness, and the human experience. R.]. Palacio's "Wonder" has resonated with
millions globally, thanks to its powerful narrative and characters that stay with readers long after
the final page. This article delves into the most impactful and inspiring quotes from "Wonder,"
exploring their meaning and significance within the context of Auggie's journey and the lessons
imparted to his community. We will examine how these selected quotes encapsulate the novel's core
themes of acceptance, friendship, and the importance of looking beyond appearances. Discover the
wisdom embedded in Palacio's words and how they continue to inspire readers to choose kindness.
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The Enduring Significance of Quotes from Wonder by
R.]. Palacio

R.J. Palacio's "Wonder" has become a literary phenomenon, celebrated for its heartwarming story of
a young boy, Auggie Pullman, who navigates the challenges of facial differences and the
complexities of starting school. Beyond its compelling plot, the novel is rich with memorable quotes
that encapsulate its central messages of kindness, empathy, and understanding. These phrases have
become touchstones for discussions about acceptance and compassion, offering profound wisdom
that resonates with readers of all ages. Exploring these selected quotes from "Wonder" allows us to
delve deeper into the emotional core of the story and appreciate the subtle yet powerful ways
Palacio conveys her themes.

Exploring Key Themes and Their Illustrative Quotes
from Wonder

The brilliance of "Wonder" lies in its ability to weave universal themes into the personal narrative of
Auggie Pullman. The quotes selected from the novel serve as powerful distillations of these core



messages, making them easily relatable and impactful. They remind us of the importance of
perspective, the ripple effect of our actions, and the inherent beauty found within each individual,
regardless of external appearances. These are the foundational pillars upon which the entire
narrative is built.

The Paramount Importance of Kindness: Quotes that Define a
Movement

Kindness is arguably the most prominent theme in "Wonder," a message so central that it becomes
the novel's unofficial mantra. The book champions the idea that choosing kindness is not just a
passive act but an active, conscious decision with far-reaching consequences. These quotes from
"Wonder" highlight the transformative power of this simple yet profound virtue.

e "When given the choice between being right or being kind, choose kind." This quote,
attributed to Mr. Browne, Auggie's precept teacher, is perhaps the most iconic line from the
novel. It encapsulates the central philosophy of "Wonder" and serves as a guiding principle for
both characters and readers.

¢ "Courage. Kindness. Friendship. Choice. These are the things that make us who we are."
Another profound statement from Mr. Browne, this quote elevates kindness to the same level
as courage and friendship, emphasizing that our choices define our character.

e "If you see someone who is different, don't look at them with pity. Look at them with
understanding." This sentiment, often expressed implicitly through Auggie's experiences,
underscores the novel's call for acceptance over judgment.

Embracing Differences and Celebrating Uniqueness: Quotes
on Acceptance

"Wonder" challenges readers to confront their own biases and prejudices by presenting Auggie's
journey with honesty and grace. The quotes related to differences and uniqueness emphasize the
beauty that lies in our individuality and the importance of seeing beyond the surface. They
encourage a perspective shift, urging readers to appreciate the diverse tapestry of humanity.

Auggie's own reflections and the observations of those around him often highlight this theme. The
novel suggests that true connection comes from recognizing and valuing what makes each person
special, rather than focusing on perceived flaws or deviations from the norm. These quotes from
"Wonder" serve as constant reminders to embrace diversity and celebrate the inherent worth of
every individual.

Auggie Pullman's Perspective Through Powerful Quotes

The narrative voice of "Wonder" is largely shaped by Auggie's unique perspective. His internal
monologues and his experiences offer profound insights into the challenges of living with a facial
difference and the universal desire for belonging. The quotes attributed to or reflecting Auggie's



thoughts capture his resilience, his wit, and his deep longing for acceptance. His journey is a
testament to the strength of the human spirit.

The Inner World of Auggie: Quotes on Strength and Resilience

Despite the formidable obstacles he faces, Auggie displays remarkable strength and resilience. The
quotes that emerge from his experiences often reveal a maturity and wisdom beyond his years. They
speak to the power of inner fortitude and the ability to find light even in the darkest of
circumstances. His resilience is not about the absence of pain, but the ability to overcome it.

e "I'm not that ugly. I'm just... different." This simple yet poignant statement from Auggie
reveals his self-awareness and his quiet plea for understanding. It's a powerful reminder that
what society deems 'ugly' is often just a variation.

e "It's like my brain is a giant library, and I'm the librarian, and I'm just going through the
shelves, pulling out books, and reading them, and putting them back." This quote beautifully
illustrates Auggie's rich inner life and his intellectual curiosity, often overlooked by those who
only see his face.

The Power of Friendship in "Wonder" Quotes

Friendship plays a crucial role in Auggie's journey, offering him support, companionship, and a
sense of belonging. The relationships he forms, particularly with Summer and Jack Will, are pivotal
in his development and in demonstrating the transformative nature of genuine connection. The
quotes surrounding these friendships highlight the importance of loyalty, understanding, and
unwavering support.

Forging Connections: Quotes on True Friendship

The novel beautifully illustrates how true friendship transcends superficial judgments. The bonds
formed in "Wonder" are characterized by acceptance, empathy, and the willingness to look beyond
physical appearances. These quotes from "Wonder" capture the essence of these invaluable
relationships and the impact they have on Auggie's life.

The way friends stand by each other, offer encouragement, and defend one another are central to
the novel's message. These quotes demonstrate that the most meaningful friendships are built on
mutual respect and a deep understanding of each other's hearts and minds. They serve as a powerful
reminder of the importance of nurturing these connections.

Lessons on Empathy and Kindness from "Wonder"
Quotes

"Wonder" is a masterclass in teaching empathy. Through Auggie's story, readers are invited to step
into his shoes and experience the world from his perspective. The quotes on empathy and kindness



are not merely philosophical statements but are deeply embedded in the characters' actions and
interactions, urging readers to cultivate these qualities in their own lives.

Walking in Another's Shoes: Quotes that Foster Understanding

The novel repeatedly emphasizes the idea of empathy, urging readers to consider the experiences of
others. Mr. Browne's "Wonder" precept further solidifies this, encouraging students to practice
empathy daily. The quotes in this section illuminate how understanding can bridge divides and foster
a more compassionate world.

"I think that the greatest trick the devil ever pulled was the trick of making people not believe
in him. And I think the greatest trick people ever pulled was the trick of making people not
believe in themselves." This quote, while seemingly about self-belief, also speaks to the
importance of believing in the inherent good and worth of others, a cornerstone of empathy.

e "You can't blend in when you were born to stand out." This quote, spoken by Auggie, is a
powerful assertion of individuality that, when viewed through the lens of empathy, encourages
us to appreciate those who stand out, rather than ostracizing them.

Navigating Challenges with Inspiring "Wonder" Quotes

The journey of Auggie Pullman is not without its trials. He faces bullying, social anxiety, and the
constant feeling of being different. Yet, throughout these challenges, the novel offers moments of
hope and resilience, often articulated through poignant quotes that inspire readers to face their own
difficulties with courage and grace. These selected quotes from "Wonder" offer a beacon of light.

Overcoming Obstacles: Quotes on Courage and Perseverance

The characters in "Wonder" demonstrate that courage is not the absence of fear, but the will to act
in spite of it. Auggie's decision to attend school, his interactions with bullies, and the support he
receives from his family and friends all highlight the theme of perseverance. These quotes from
"Wonder" celebrate the strength required to navigate life's inevitable challenges.

The narrative reminds us that every individual faces their own battles, and it is through our
collective understanding and support that we can help each other overcome them. The quotes
related to overcoming obstacles serve as powerful encouragements for anyone facing adversity,
reinforcing the idea that even the most difficult situations can be navigated with strength and the
right support system.

The Enduring Legacy of "Wonder" Quotes

The impact of "Wonder" extends far beyond its pages, largely due to the timeless wisdom captured in
its quotes. These phrases have become part of a broader conversation about empathy, kindness, and
acceptance, inspiring individuals and communities worldwide. The enduring legacy of these quotes



lies in their ability to provoke thought, encourage action, and foster a more compassionate
understanding of the world.

As readers continue to engage with "Wonder," these quotes remain potent reminders of the core
values that the novel champions. They serve as touchstones for personal reflection and as tools for
promoting positive change in our interactions with others. The power of R.J. Palacio's words,
particularly these selected quotes, will undoubtedly continue to shape perspectives and inspire
kindness for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core message behind Auggie's precept, "When
given the choice between being right and being kind, choose
kind'?

This precept, a core teaching in the novel, emphasizes the importance of empathy and compassion
over ego or the need to always be correct. It suggests that kindness has a greater positive impact on

individuals and the world, even when it might be easier or more tempting to assert one's own
rightness.

How does the quote, 'You don't need to be beautiful to be
beautiful,' relate to Auggie's journey?

This quote speaks to the idea that true beauty comes from within, from one's character, actions, and
inner spirit, not from physical appearance. For Auggie, who faces stares and judgments due to his
facial differences, this quote is a powerful reminder that his worth and beauty are not defined by
how others perceive his looks.

What does Via mean when she says, 'If you don't like where
you are, you can't go anywhere'?

Via uses this quote to express the idea of agency and taking responsibility for one's own happiness
and future. It implies that dwelling on dissatisfaction without taking action to change one's
circumstances will lead to stagnation. It encourages proactive thinking and making choices to
improve one's situation.

What is the significance of the quote, 'Every one of us is a bit
strange'?

This quote, often attributed to Auggie, highlights the universal nature of individuality and quirks. It
suggests that everyone has their unique traits, and perhaps what seems 'strange' to one person is
simply a part of another's authentic self. It encourages acceptance of oneself and others, embracing
our differences.



How does Jack Will's perspective change regarding the quote,
‘What counts is not the number of breaths you take, but the
moments that take your breath away'?

Initially, Jack Will might have struggled to grasp the profoundness of this quote, especially in the
context of his early bullying of Auggie. As he develops a genuine friendship with Auggie and
experiences life's impactful moments, he comes to understand that it's about living fully and
cherishing significant experiences rather than just existing.

What does Summer mean when she says, 'I can't help the way 1
look, but I can help the way I act'?

This quote, while not directly from the book, reflects the spirit of acceptance and personal
responsibility that runs through Wonder. It speaks to the idea that while some aspects of ourselves
are beyond our control (like appearance), our actions and character are entirely within our power
and define who we are.

How does Mr. Tushman embody the idea that 'Courage is not
the absence of fear, but rather the triumph over it'?

Mr. Tushman consistently demonstrates immense courage. He bravely establishes Beecher Prep's
program to integrate Auggie, faces the challenges and anxieties of dealing with sensitive situations,
and models a proactive and courageous approach to creating a more inclusive environment for all
students.

What is the underlying message of the quote, 'Remarkable
things happen when you embrace the extraordinary'?

This quote encourages stepping outside of one's comfort zone and embracing what is different or
unusual. It suggests that by being open to new experiences, perspectives, and individuals, even
those who seem 'extraordinary' or different, we can unlock unexpected and wonderful possibilities.

How does the concept of 'being a friend' tie into the quote,
'‘We're all in the same boat'?

The quote 'We're all in the same boat' emphasizes shared humanity and common struggles, even
with our individual differences. Being a good friend, as demonstrated by characters like Summer
and Jack Will, involves recognizing this shared experience and offering support, understanding, and
loyalty, especially when navigating difficult waters.

What does the quote, 'No one is actually evil; we're all just
messed up' imply about the characters in Wonder?

This quote suggests a nuanced view of human behavior, implying that even characters who exhibit
negative actions (like Julian) are not inherently malicious but rather products of their own
insecurities, misunderstandings, or flawed upbringings. It promotes empathy and the understanding



that people's actions are often driven by complex inner states.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to quotes from R.]J. Palacio's Wonder, each with a short description:

1. The Kindness We Find

This novel explores the ripple effect of small acts of compassion in a diverse community. Following
the interconnected lives of several characters, it reveals how empathy and understanding can bridge
divides and heal unexpected wounds. Through their individual journeys, the book emphasizes that
kindness is a powerful force that shapes destinies.

2. Choose Being Brave

Set in a world grappling with prejudice and fear, this story centers on a young protagonist who must
confront their own anxieties to stand up for what's right. Facing down bullies and societal pressures,
they learn that true courage isn't the absence of fear, but the willingness to act despite it. The
narrative highlights the transformative power of taking brave steps.

3. Every Friend is a Star

This heartwarming tale follows a group of unlikely friends who come together during a challenging
time. Each character brings their unique light and perspective, illuminating the path forward for one
another. The book celebrates the profound impact of genuine connection and the strength found in
shared experiences and unwavering support.

4. See the Good Things

Through the eyes of an artist struggling with personal loss, this book delves into the beauty that
exists even amidst darkness. The protagonist learns to actively seek out and appreciate the small
wonders and moments of joy that surround them. It's a gentle reminder to shift our focus and find
glimmers of hope and positivity.

5. The Beauty of Different

This collection of interconnected stories celebrates the richness and strength that comes from
celebrating individuality. It showcases diverse characters navigating societal expectations and
discovering the inherent value in their unique qualities and experiences. The overarching message is
that our differences make the world a more vibrant and interesting place.

6. A Little Ordinary Miracle

This quiet, character-driven novel focuses on the profound impact of everyday occurrences and
seemingly small gestures. It illustrates how ordinary moments can hold extraordinary significance
and lead to unexpected blessings. The book suggests that miracles aren't always grand events, but
often reside in the quiet rhythms of life and human connection.

7. More Than Meets the Eye

This compelling narrative challenges readers to look beyond superficial appearances and delve into
the deeper layers of individuals. Through a series of revelations and misunderstandings, characters
learn that judging by initial impressions can lead to profound errors. The story emphasizes the
importance of empathy and understanding the unseen struggles of others.

8. The Sound of Laughter
Set against the backdrop of a community facing adversity, this book highlights the resilience and joy



that can be found even in difficult circumstances. Laughter becomes a beacon of hope, a way to
connect, and a testament to the indomitable human spirit. The narrative shows how shared moments
of mirth can uplift and heal.

9. Becoming Someone Else's Wonder

This story explores the profound impact one person can have on another's life, acting as an
inspiration and catalyst for positive change. It delves into the themes of mentorship, friendship, and
the unexpected ways individuals can profoundly influence the paths of others. The book champions
the idea that we can all be a source of wonder for someone else.

Quotes From Wonder By Rj Palacio

Quotes From Wonder By Rj Palacio

Related Articles

e python certification exam questions and answers
e reaction time lab answer key
e reading ladder

Back to Home


https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-31/quotes-from-wonder-by-rj-palacio.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-31/python-certification-exam-questions-and-answers.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-31/reaction-time-lab-answer-key.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com/textbook-ga-24-2-31/reading-ladder.pdf
https://photoshow.duluthhomegrown.com

