queens of the stone age no one knows
chords

Unlocking the Power of Queens of the Stone Age
"No One Knows" Chords

queens of the stone age no one knows chords are a gateway to one of the most iconic
and instantly recognizable riffs in modern rock history. This song, a cornerstone of the
Queens of the Stone Age discography, presents a fascinating challenge and reward for
guitarists looking to master its distinctive sound. Understanding the chord progression
and the unique rhythmic patterns is key to truly capturing the essence of "No One Knows."
This comprehensive guide will delve deep into the guitar tablature, explore the
fundamental chords, offer tips for learning the song, and discuss its impact on the rock
landscape. Whether you're a seasoned guitarist or just beginning your musical journey,
this article aims to demystify the "No One Knows" chords and empower you to play along
with this stone-cold classic.
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The Iconic Riff: Deconstructing the "No One
Knows" Guitar Hook

The opening riff of "No One Knows" is undeniably the most memorable aspect of the song,
a testament to Josh Homme's innovative guitar work. It’s a masterclass in rhythmic
precision and sonic impact. This distinctive guitar hook, often the first thing that comes to
mind when the song is mentioned, relies on a specific set of notes played in a syncopated
and driving manner. While not strictly "chords" in the traditional sense of full harmonic



voicings, the riff effectively outlines a harmonic progression through its constituent notes.
Understanding the fingering and the precise timing is paramount to replicating its raw
energy. Guitarists often refer to this as a power chord-based riff, though its complexity
extends beyond simple two-note structures. The interplay between the guitar and bass is
crucial in making this riff so potent and instantly recognizable. It sets a tone of urgency
and intensity that permeates the entire track.

Understanding the "No One Knows" Chord
Progression

While the main riff is built around a series of power chords and specific melodic lines, a
closer look at the song reveals an underlying chord progression that supports its
structure. The song predominantly revolves around a few key power chords, primarily
rooted in the key of E. The core of the song’s harmonic movement can be simplified to a
progression that often feels like E5, A5, and variations. However, the genius lies in how
these chords are articulated and how the melody interacts with them. The vocal melodies
also play a significant role in suggesting further harmonic colorations. For those looking to
play the song, focusing on mastering the power chord shapes for E, A, and sometimes B
will provide a solid foundation. The distinctiveness of the "No One Knows" chords comes
from their aggressive delivery and the way they are interwoven with the percussive guitar
strumming. It’s a relatively straightforward progression harmonically, but the rhythmic
execution elevates it to legendary status.

The Role of Power Chords in "No One Knows"

Power chords, denoted by the "5" (e.g., E5, A5), are fundamental to the sound of Queens of
the Stone Age, and "No One Knows" is no exception. These two-note or three-note chords,
consisting of the root and the fifth (and often the octave of the root), lack the third,

making them inherently ambiguous and powerful. This ambiguity allows them to fit well in
various musical contexts and contribute to the raw, driving sound that characterizes much
of Homme's work. In "No One Knows," the power chords are not just strummed; they are
often played with a percussive attack, emphasizing the rhythmic element. The specific
voicings and the way they are transitioned between are what give the riff its unique flavor.
Practicing clean and impactful power chord changes is a vital step in learning this iconic
song.

Harmonic Ambiguity and Sonic Impact

The use of power chords in "No One Knows" contributes to its harmonic ambiguity, which,
paradoxically, enhances its sonic impact. By omitting the third of the chord, the harmonic
center becomes less defined, allowing the riff to sound more open and less tied to a
specific tonal center in the traditional sense. This creates a sense of grit and rawness that
is characteristic of the alternative rock genre. The power chords in "No One Knows" are



played with a forcefulness that emphasizes their percussive qualities, making them feel
like rhythmic accents as much as harmonic components. This approach to chord voicings
is a hallmark of Josh Homme's songwriting and contributes significantly to the distinctive
Queens of the Stone Age sound.

Essential Guitar Techniques for Playing "No One
Knows"

Beyond simply knowing the chord shapes, mastering "No One Knows" requires a focus on
specific guitar techniques. The aggressive, palm-muted strumming is crucial for achieving
the song's signature percussive attack. This technique involves resting the edge of your
picking hand on the strings near the bridge of the guitar, dampening their resonance and
creating a tighter, more driving sound. Another key element is the precise execution of the
riff's rhythmic phrasing, which often involves syncopation and staccato notes. Developing
speed and accuracy in your picking hand is also essential, as the riff is played at a
relatively fast tempo. Learning to seamlessly transition between the power chords, while
maintaining the rhythmic integrity, is a central challenge for guitarists learning this track.
The overall technique emphasizes aggression, precision, and a relentless rhythmic drive.

Palm-Muting for a Tight, Percussive Sound

Palm-muting is arguably the most critical technique for replicating the sound of "No One
Knows." This technique involves lightly resting the side of your picking hand on the strings
directly over the bridge of the guitar. The amount of pressure applied determines the
degree of muting. For "No One Knows," a firm but controlled palm-mute is necessary to
achieve that tight, percussive, and driving sound that defines the main riff. It prevents the
notes from ringing out too freely, creating a more focused and punchy attack. Consistent
practice with palm-muting is key to developing the muscle memory and control needed to
execute it effectively throughout the entire song, especially during the faster sections.

Rhythmic Precision and Syncopation

The rhythmic complexity of "No One Knows" is as important as its harmonic content. The
riff is characterized by its syncopated phrasing, meaning that accents fall on off-beats,
creating a feeling of push and pull against the underlying beat. Mastering this requires a
keen sense of timing and the ability to internalize the rhythmic pattern. Practicing with a
metronome is highly recommended, focusing on accurately hitting the intended
subdivisions and accentuating the correct beats. The staccato nature of the notes also
demands precise picking and damping to ensure each note is articulated sharply and
clearly. Understanding and executing the syncopation is what truly brings the "No One
Knows" guitar parts to life.



Power Chord Transitions and Execution

While power chords are relatively simple shapes, executing them cleanly and efficiently at
the speed required for "No One Knows" presents a challenge. Focus on minimizing
unnecessary hand movement and anticipating the next chord change. Practicing slow,
deliberate transitions between the E5, A5, and any other relevant power chords will build
the necessary muscle memory. Pay attention to how the chords are strummed - often with
a strong downstroke and controlled upstroke. The aggressive strumming technique,
combined with the precise chord changes, is what gives the song its relentless energy.
Developing speed and accuracy in these transitions is a cornerstone of learning to play
"No One Knows" effectively.

Learning the "No One Knows" Bassline and its
Rhythmic Foundation

The bassline in "No One Knows" is an integral part of the song's sonic identity, working in
tandem with the guitar riff to create its driving, hypnotic feel. Often played by the guitarist
in the studio, the bass part mirrors and complements the guitar's rhythmic patterns,
adding a layer of low-end power. Understanding the bassline’s role is crucial for any
musician aiming to grasp the full scope of the song's arrangement. It often follows the root
notes of the guitar's power chords but with a distinctive rhythmic attack and articulation.
Learning to play the bassline can offer a fresh perspective on the song's structure and
harmonic movement, highlighting its percussive nature. The symbiotic relationship
between the guitar and bass in "No One Knows" is a prime example of how rhythm section
interplay can elevate a song.

The Bass's Role in Driving the Rhythm

The bass guitar in "No One Knows" is not merely a harmonic support; it's a primary driver
of the song's relentless rhythm. The bassline is constructed with a strong emphasis on
rhythmic articulation and percussive attack, often mirroring the syncopated patterns of
the guitar riff. This creates a powerful, unified pulse that propels the song forward. The
bassist's ability to maintain a tight groove, locking in with the drums, is essential. The
bassline's proximity in tone and rhythm to the guitar riff contributes to the dense,
powerful sound that the band is known for. Understanding how the bass interacts with the
drums and guitar is key to appreciating the song's overall rhythmic foundation.

Connecting Bass and Guitar Riffs

The "No One Knows" bassline and guitar riff are intricately interwoven, forming a cohesive
rhythmic and harmonic unit. The bass guitar often doubles or harmonically complements
the guitar's iconic riff, adding depth and weight. This interplay is not simply about playing



the same notes; it's about how the two instruments articulate their parts together. The
bassline often emphasizes the root notes of the power chords, providing a strong
foundation while the guitar adds its distinctive melodic and rhythmic nuances. This close
connection between the guitar and bass parts is a hallmark of Queens of the Stone Age's
sound and is central to the success of the "No One Knows" riff. Learning to play both
parts, or understanding how they interact, provides a complete picture of the song's
construction.

Tips and Tricks for Mastering "No One Knows"

Learning to play "No One Knows" effectively involves more than just memorizing notes.
Several practical tips and tricks can accelerate your progress and help you capture the
authentic feel of the song. Start by dissecting the song into its core sections: the main riff,
the verses, and the chorus. Focus on mastering each section individually before
attempting to play the song in its entirety. Pay close attention to the nuances of Josh
Homme's playing style, including his aggressive picking and precise palm-muting.
Utilizing a metronome for rhythmic accuracy is indispensable. Slowing down the tempo
initially and gradually increasing it as you gain confidence is a proven method for tackling
challenging passages. Breaking down the song's chord progression and practicing smooth
transitions between them will also be beneficial. Finally, listening intently to the original
recording and trying to emulate the dynamics and energy is an invaluable learning tool.

Start with the Main Riff

The most effective way to begin learning "No One Knows" is to focus intently on mastering
the iconic opening riff. This riff is the song's defining characteristic and will provide the
foundational understanding of its rhythmic and harmonic language. Practice it slowly and
precisely, paying close attention to the fingering, picking, and palm-muting techniques.
Once you can play the riff accurately at a slow tempo, gradually increase the speed.
Mastering this core element will build your confidence and provide a solid base for
learning the rest of the song. The "No One Knows" chords are best understood by first
grappling with their primary exposition.

Practice with a Metronome

Rhythmic accuracy is paramount in "No One Knows," making a metronome your best
friend. Use it to develop a solid internal sense of timing and to ensure you are playing the
syncopated rhythms precisely. Start at a very slow tempo, focusing on hitting every note
and accent exactly where it should fall. As you become more comfortable, gradually
increase the metronome's speed. This methodical approach will help you build the muscle
memory and coordination required to play the song at its intended tempo with confidence.
Don't underestimate the power of consistent metronome practice for mastering complex
rhythms.



Isolate Difficult Sections

No matter your skill level, there will likely be certain parts of "No One Knows" that are
more challenging than others. Instead of getting frustrated, isolate these difficult sections
and practice them repeatedly. Slow them down, analyze the fingering and picking
patterns, and focus on making small improvements. Once you can play the challenging
passage smoothly, gradually integrate it back into the surrounding sections. This targeted
practice approach is far more efficient than repeatedly playing through the entire song
with errors.

Listen and Emulate

The best way to truly understand the feel and nuances of "No One Knows" is to listen to
the original recording extensively. Pay close attention to the dynamics, the attack of the
instruments, and the overall energy of the performance. Try to emulate Josh Homme's
guitar playing style, including his aggressive strumming and the way he attacks the
strings. The subtle variations in his playing contribute significantly to the song's
character. Active listening and deliberate emulation are powerful tools for any musician
learning a new song.

The Significance of "No One Knows" in Queens of
the Stone Age's Legacy

"No One Knows" stands as a monumental achievement in the discography of Queens of the
Stone Age, solidifying their status as pioneers of modern rock. Released in 2002 as the
lead single from their critically acclaimed album "Songs for the Deaf," the track achieved
widespread commercial success and critical acclaim. Its distinctive riff, energetic
performance, and memorable structure resonated with a global audience, introducing
many to the band's unique blend of heavy rock, stoner rock, and alternative sensibilities.
The song's enduring popularity is a testament to its masterful songwriting and undeniable
power. The "No One Knows" chords and riff have become synonymous with the band's
identity, inspiring countless guitarists and leaving an indelible mark on the landscape of
rock music. Its impact continues to be felt, influencing new generations of musicians and
remaining a staple in live setlists.

Commercial and Critical Acclaim

"No One Knows" was a breakout hit for Queens of the Stone Age, achieving significant
commercial success and critical adoration. It reached high positions on various music
charts worldwide and became a staple on rock radio. Critics lauded the song for its
innovative riff, powerful performance, and raw energy, often citing it as a prime example
of the band's unique sonic vision. This critical and commercial triumph propelled the band



to new heights of popularity and introduced their distinctive sound to a much wider
audience. The song's impact was instrumental in establishing Queens of the Stone Age as
a major force in contemporary rock music.

Defining the Queens of the Stone Age Sound

The iconic riff and the overall arrangement of "No One Knows" are often considered
definitive of the Queens of the Stone Age sound. The song encapsulates their signature
blend of heavy, distorted guitar riffs, driving rhythms, and distinctive vocal melodies. The
use of powerful, percussive chord progressions, such as those found in the "No One
Knows" chords, combined with a relentless rhythmic foundation, has become a hallmark of
the band's style. This track perfectly showcases Josh Homme's songwriting prowess and
the band's ability to craft songs that are both technically impressive and incredibly catchy.
"No One Knows" serves as a sonic blueprint for much of their subsequent work.

Enduring Influence on Rock Music

The influence of "No One Knows" extends far beyond the discography of Queens of the
Stone Age. Its memorable riff and aggressive yet melodic approach have inspired
countless guitarists and bands across various rock subgenres. The song demonstrated a
new way to approach guitar riffs, emphasizing rhythm and sonic texture alongside
traditional melodic and harmonic ideas. Its success proved that intricate, riff-based rock
music could achieve mainstream appeal, encouraging other artists to experiment with
similar sonic palettes. The legacy of "No One Knows" continues to resonate, shaping the
sound of modern rock music and inspiring future generations of musicians to explore the
power of a well-crafted riff and a driving rhythm.

Frequently Asked Questions

Are there any specific tuning variations that QOTSA
commonly uses that might make standard chord shapes
sound unfamiliar?

While Josh Homme often favors standard tuning for its accessibility, he's known to
experiment. For specific songs, drop-D or even slightly altered tunings can be used, which
would indeed make 'standard' chord shapes sound different or require new voicings to
achieve the signature QOTSA sound.

Does QOTSA's unique guitar tone contribute to why
their chords might sound different or harder to learn



from tabs?

Absolutely. Their heavily layered guitar tracks, often featuring fuzz, overdrive, and
sometimes even phasers or flangers, can obscure the clarity of individual notes and chords
when listening or trying to decipher them from recordings alone. This sonic density makes
it harder to isolate and identify precise chord voicings.

How does the rhythmic complexity in QOTSA's music
affect the perception of their chords?

QOTSA frequently employs intricate and syncopated rhythms. This can make it difficult to
pinpoint the exact moment a chord changes or what the full chord shape is, as the
emphasis might be on off-beats or ghost notes, leading to a perception that the chords
themselves are 'unknown' or non-standard.

Are there specific QOTSA songs known for their unusual
chord progressions or voicings that defy typical learning
methods?

Songs like 'No One Knows' itself, despite its iconic riff, has a cyclical and somewhat non-
diatonic feel that can be challenging to map to standard chord theory. Tracks from albums
like 'Songs for the Deaf' and 'Lullabies to Paralyze' often feature modal influences and
unexpected harmonic shifts that deviate from common pop or rock progressions.

Beyond standard guitar, do QOTSA utilize other
instruments or techniques that might influence how
their 'chords’' are perceived?

Yes, QOTSA often incorporates elements like bass guitar lines that are integral to the
harmonic structure, sometimes playing melodic figures that act as counterpoints to the
guitar. The interplay between multiple guitarists, each playing different parts, can also
create a denser harmonic texture that isn't easily reduced to single-instrument chord
shapes.

How does the live performance aspect of QOTSA's music
make learning their chords more challenging?

Live, the sheer volume and energy of QOTSA's performances can make it incredibly
difficult to isolate individual guitar parts and accurately discern the chord voicings being
played. What sounds like a straightforward chord on a recording might be a more
complex, layered arrangement live.

Does the songwriting process of Josh Homme, often
described as intuitive, lead to chord choices that are



less about theory and more about feel, making them
harder to 'learn' conventionally?

Homme's approach is often cited as highly instinctual. He prioritizes the sonic texture and
emotional impact of a riff or progression over strict adherence to music theory. This
means he might stumble upon or craft chord voicings that sound right to him, even if they
aren't easily categorized or transposed using traditional methods.

Are there common misconceptions about QOTSA's chord
structures due to their distinctive riff-based
songwriting?

A frequent misconception is that their intricate riffs are simply built on standard power
chords. While power chords are a foundation, the full harmonic picture often involves
added notes, suspended chords, or modal voicings that create a richer, more complex
sound than a basic power chord interpretation would suggest.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Queens of the Stone Age, with a focus on their lesser-
known musical elements and the "no one knows chords" theme, alongside short
descriptions:

1. The Desert's Unseen Riffs

This book delves into the intricate, often unconventional guitar tunings and chord voicings
that define Queens of the Stone Age's signature sound. It explores how Josh Homme and
his collaborators create dense, hypnotic layers of guitar work that defy easy analysis,
emphasizing their mastery of atmosphere over predictable progressions. Readers will gain
an appreciation for the subtle complexities that make their riffs so instantly recognizable
and compelling, even when the underlying harmonic structures are far from standard.

2. Gamma Ray Harmonic Mysteries

Moving beyond the typical rock anthem, this collection examines the band's forays into
more dissonant and experimental harmonic territories. It investigates specific songs where
seemingly simple melodies are underpinned by unexpected chromatic shifts and unusual
modal interplays, creating a sense of unease and intrigue. The book highlights how these
harmonic choices contribute to the band's unique sonic identity, challenging conventional
notions of what makes a "good" or "catchy" chord progression.

3. The Sonic Labyrinth of 'Rated R'

This in-depth analysis focuses on the album 'Rated R', dissecting its groundbreaking sonic
architecture and the unconventional harmonic palettes employed. It explores how the
album's diverse influences, from punk to psychedelic rock, are woven into a tapestry of
guitars that often eschew common chord structures in favor of raw power and texture. The
book reveals the deliberate choices made to create a sound that is both aggressive and
strangely beautiful, a true testament to their harmonic experimentation.

4. Groove Rituals: The Rhythm Section's Secret Language



While often lauded for their guitar riffs, this book shines a light on the rhythmic
foundations of Queens of the Stone Age, and how they interact with less conventional
harmonic ideas. It explores the interplay between the bass and drums, creating grooves
that are foundational but rarely reliant on straightforward major or minor chord
progressions. The book argues that the band's rhythmic innovation is as crucial as their
harmonic daring in creating their compelling soundscapes.

5. The Obsidian Scales of 'Songs for the Deaf’

This study investigates the darker, more brooding harmonic elements present in 'Songs for
the Deaf’, an album known for its sonic density and atmospheric power. It uncovers how
the band utilizes minor keys and less common scales to evoke specific moods and textures,
often without the listener consciously recognizing the exact chord changes. The book aims
to demystify the power of their sonic palette, showing how deliberate harmonic choices
contribute to the album's enduring impact.

6. Subterranean Riff Mechanics

This title delves into the intricate, almost mathematical construction of Queens of the
Stone Age's iconic riffs. It examines how seemingly simple melodic lines are built upon
unconventional rhythmic phrasing and unexpected intervallic leaps, rather than
predictable chord changes. The book seeks to understand the underlying "mechanics" that
make these riffs so effective and memorable, even if they don't adhere to traditional
harmonic theory.

7. The QOTSA Cadence: Beyond the Major/Minor Binary

This exploration challenges the conventional understanding of rock music harmony by
examining how Queens of the Stone Age consistently pushes beyond basic major and
minor chord structures. It dissects specific song arrangements, highlighting their use of
diminished chords, suspended voicings, and modal interchange to create their distinctive
sound. The book argues that their ability to navigate these less common harmonic spaces
is a key factor in their unique appeal.

8. Echoes in the Void: Harmonic Textures of Early Works

This book revisits the band's earlier material, focusing on how they established their sonic
identity through raw, often minimalist, harmonic ideas. It explores how early songs
utilized repetition, deliberate dissonance, and sparse arrangements that hinted at a
harmonic vocabulary yet to be fully explored. The book demonstrates that even in their
nascent stages, Queens of the Stone Age was charting a course away from predictable
chord progressions.

9. The Phantom Harmonies of Homme's Creations

This collection of essays delves into the elusive nature of Josh Homme's songwriting,
particularly his ability to craft powerful hooks without relying on obvious chord
progressions. It analyzes the role of melody, rhythm, and sonic texture in creating the
illusion of complex harmonic movement. The book aims to unravel the "phantom
harmonies" that resonate with listeners, demonstrating a mastery of musicality that
transcends conventional chord theory.
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