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pretties scott westerfeld is a captivating novel that forms the second book in the "Uglies" series by
Scott Westerfeld, a renowned author in the young adult science fiction genre. This novel continues the
story set in a futuristic society where physical appearance dictates social status, focusing on the lives
of teenagers who undergo drastic surgeries to become "Pretties." Known for its thought-provoking
themes and engaging narrative, "Pretties" explores concepts of identity, conformity, and rebellion.
Scott Westerfeld's intricate world-building and character development have made this book a favorite
among fans of dystopian fiction. This article will delve into the plot, characters, themes, and the
broader impact of "Pretties Scott Westerfeld" within the YA literary landscape. Additionally, it will
examine the author’s approach and the book’s reception by readers and critics alike.
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Overview of "Pretties" by Scott Westerfeld
"Pretties" is the second installment in Scott Westerfeld’s "Uglies" trilogy, published in 2005. The novel
is set in a dystopian future where society enforces a strict standard of beauty through mandatory
cosmetic surgery at the age of sixteen. The story follows Tally Youngblood, the protagonist, who has
now become a "Pretty" after her surgery. The novel explores her life as she navigates the challenges
of her new identity, the loss of autonomy due to the brain-altering effects of the surgery, and the
growing awareness of the society’s underlying control mechanisms.

Plot Summary
After undergoing the transformation from an "Ugly" to a "Pretty," Tally is thrust into a world of
superficial perfection and social expectations. The surgery not only changes her appearance but also
suppresses critical thinking and individuality, turning Pretties into compliant members of society. As
Tally begins to experience glitches in her brain’s programming, she becomes aware of the darker
aspects of the system and seeks to uncover the truth behind the government's control. The narrative
is a blend of action, suspense, and social commentary, making it a compelling read for young adults
and science fiction enthusiasts.



Setting and World-Building
The world Westerfeld creates in "Pretties" is meticulously crafted, portraying a future society
obsessed with aesthetics and conformity. The cityscapes, technology, and societal rules reflect a
world where appearance is paramount, and individuality is suppressed for the sake of harmony. The
use of futuristic technology, such as the brain surgeries and advanced surveillance, adds depth to the
dystopian atmosphere and raises important questions about the cost of enforced perfection.

Main Characters in "Pretties"
The characters in "Pretties Scott Westerfeld" play crucial roles in conveying the novel’s themes and
driving the plot forward. Each character represents different facets of the society and the struggle
between conformity and freedom.

Tally Youngblood
The protagonist, Tally Youngblood, is a complex character who evolves significantly throughout the
series. In "Pretties," she is dealing with the consequences of her surgery and the loss of her former
rebellious self. As she begins to regain her independent thoughts, Tally becomes a symbol of
resistance against the oppressive societal norms.

Shay
Shay, Tally’s friend and former ally in the fight against the system, embodies the spirit of rebellion.
She chooses to live outside the norms imposed by society, refusing the surgery to become a Pretty.
Shay’s character challenges the status quo and highlights the importance of individuality and
freedom.

David
David, another key character, represents the unmodified "Ugly" population living on the margins of
society. He provides a contrast to the Pretties and their controlled existence, offering Tally a different
perspective on life and identity.

Key Themes and Motifs
"Pretties Scott Westerfeld" is rich with themes that resonate with contemporary issues, particularly
those relevant to young adults. The novel uses its dystopian setting to explore several profound ideas.

Conformity vs. Individuality
The central theme of the novel revolves around the tension between societal conformity and personal
identity. The enforced surgeries symbolize the pressure to conform to societal standards, while Tally’s



journey represents the struggle to reclaim individuality.

Beauty and Superficiality
The novel critically examines the obsession with physical appearance and the superficial values that
dominate the society Westerfeld created. It questions the implications of prioritizing looks over
character and intellect, reflecting real-world concerns about beauty standards.

Control and Freedom
"Pretties" also addresses the theme of control, both physical and psychological. The brain surgeries
serve as a metaphor for the loss of freedom and autonomy, raising ethical questions about
government control and personal agency.

Technology and Ethics
The use of advanced technology to manipulate human behavior and appearance prompts readers to
consider the ethical boundaries of scientific progress. The novel encourages reflection on the balance
between technological benefits and moral considerations.

Scott Westerfeld’s Writing Style and Influence
Scott Westerfeld’s approach in "Pretties" combines fast-paced storytelling with thoughtful social
critique. His writing style is accessible yet sophisticated, making complex themes understandable to a
young adult audience without sacrificing depth.

Narrative Technique
Westerfeld employs a third-person limited perspective focused on Tally, allowing readers to
experience her internal conflicts and growth intimately. The narrative balances action sequences with
introspective moments, maintaining engagement while encouraging reflection.

Language and Tone
The language is clear and direct, with occasional use of futuristic slang and terminology that enrich
the world-building. The tone is serious and contemplative, fitting the novel’s dystopian themes and
enhancing its impact.

Influence on Young Adult Literature
"Pretties" has contributed significantly to the popularity of dystopian fiction within young adult
literature. Westerfeld’s exploration of identity, societal pressure, and technology has inspired



numerous authors and expanded the genre’s thematic range. The novel’s success helped pave the
way for other influential works in the same vein.

Critical Reception and Legacy
Since its publication, "Pretties Scott Westerfeld" has received widespread acclaim from readers and
critics for its imaginative premise and insightful commentary. The novel is often praised for its
originality and relevance to contemporary social issues.

Reader Reception
Fans of the "Uglies" series appreciate "Pretties" for its continuation of Tally’s story and the deeper
exploration of the dystopian world. The novel’s blend of suspense, romance, and social critique
resonates strongly with its target audience.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have highlighted Westerfeld’s skillful character development and the novel’s thought-
provoking themes. "Pretties" is recognized for challenging readers to consider important ethical and
societal questions while delivering an entertaining narrative.

Legacy and Adaptations
The impact of "Pretties" extends beyond the literary world. The book has sparked discussions on
appearance, conformity, and technology’s role in society. Although film and television adaptations
have been contemplated, the novel remains a standout work in young adult dystopian fiction.

Exploration of societal beauty standards

Impact on the dystopian genre

Continued relevance in modern discussions

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the book 'Pretties' by Scott Westerfeld about?
'Pretties' is the second book in Scott Westerfeld's Uglies series, set in a dystopian future where
everyone undergoes surgery at age sixteen to become 'Pretties,' conforming to societal beauty
standards. The story follows Tally Youngblood as she navigates the challenges of this new life and



uncovers disturbing secrets about the society.

Is 'Pretties' a standalone novel or part of a series?
'Pretties' is the second book in the Uglies series by Scott Westerfeld. It follows 'Uglies' and precedes
'Specials' and 'Extras,' continuing the story of Tally Youngblood and the dystopian world she lives in.

What themes are explored in 'Pretties' by Scott Westerfeld?
'Pretties' explores themes such as the pressure of societal beauty standards, identity, conformity
versus individuality, the impact of technology on society, and the ethical implications of controlling
people's minds.

Who is the main protagonist in 'Pretties' by Scott Westerfeld?
The main protagonist in 'Pretties' is Tally Youngblood, a teenager who undergoes the transformation
to become a Pretty and struggles to reconcile her new life with her past beliefs and discoveries about
her society.

How does 'Pretties' differ from the first book 'Uglies'?
'Pretties' shifts focus from the anticipation of becoming Pretty to the experience of actually living as a
Pretty. It delves deeper into the societal control mechanisms and the consequences of enforced
beauty and conformity, presenting a darker and more complex narrative than 'Uglies.'

Has 'Pretties' by Scott Westerfeld received any adaptations or
plans for adaptations?
As of recent updates, there have been discussions and plans to adapt the Uglies series, including
'Pretties,' into television or film, but no major adaptation has been released yet. Fans continue to
hope for a faithful adaptation of Scott Westerfeld's popular series.

Additional Resources
1. Uglies by Scott Westerfeld
The first book in the "Uglies" series, "Uglies" introduces a dystopian world where everyone is forced to
undergo surgery at age sixteen to become "pretty." The protagonist, Tally Youngblood, eagerly awaits
her transformation but soon discovers dark secrets behind the enforced beauty. This novel explores
themes of identity, conformity, and the cost of societal expectations.

2. Extras by Scott Westerfeld
Set after the events of the "Uglies" trilogy, "Extras" follows Aya Fuse, a teenager living in a world
obsessed with social status and media attention. As an "extra" with little influence, Aya investigates a
conspiracy that challenges the very fabric of her society. This book delves into the impact of
technology, fame, and social media on youth culture.

3. The Uglies Trilogy Box Set by Scott Westerfeld
This collection includes "Uglies," "Pretties," and "Specials," offering readers the complete journey



through Tally Youngblood's world. The trilogy explores the transformation from adolescence to
adulthood amid a society obsessed with appearance and control. Together, these books combine
thrilling action with thought-provoking social commentary.

4. Specials by Scott Westerfeld
The third installment in the "Uglies" series, "Specials" follows Tally as she becomes part of an elite
group tasked with maintaining order. As she grapples with her new identity and loyalties, the story
examines themes of power, free will, and morality. This book intensifies the stakes and challenges
faced by the characters in a controlled society.

5. Impostors by Scott Westerfeld
While not directly related to the "Uglies" series, "Impostors" shares Westerfeld's signature style of
fast-paced, speculative fiction. The story centers on identity and deception as the protagonist
navigates a world filled with secrets and betrayals. Fans of Westerfeld's exploration of societal issues
will find this novel engaging.

6. The Risen Empire by Scott Westerfeld
This sci-fi novel explores themes of immortality and political intrigue in a futuristic empire. Though
different in setting, it reflects Westerfeld's interest in complex societies and ethical dilemmas.
Readers who appreciate thoughtful world-building and action will enjoy this book.

7. Zeroes by Scott Westerfeld, Margo Lanagan, and Deborah Biancotti
"Zeroes" is a collaborative novel about a group of teenagers with unusual powers navigating the
challenges of adolescence and heroism. While distinct from "Pretties," it shares themes of identity and
belonging in a modern, urban setting. The book offers a fresh take on the superhero genre with
Westerfeld's storytelling flair.

8. The Secret Hour by Scott Westerfeld
The first book in the "Midnighters" series, it features teenagers who discover a hidden hour in the day
where strange and dangerous things happen. Like "Pretties," it combines elements of mystery,
adventure, and the struggles of growing up. Westerfeld's knack for blending the ordinary with the
extraordinary shines in this novel.

9. Afterworlds by Scott Westerfeld
This novel follows a young author navigating the literary world while her fictional creation experiences
an alternate reality. Themes of identity, creativity, and transformation resonate with those who
enjoyed the coming-of-age aspects of "Pretties." Westerfeld's inventive narrative style makes this a
compelling read for fans of young adult fiction.
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