
presumed innocent by scott turow 1
presumed innocent by scott turow 1 is a landmark legal thriller that has
captivated readers since its publication. This novel, authored by Scott
Turow, intricately weaves a compelling narrative set in the world of law and
justice. The story revolves around a prosecutor accused of murder, blending
suspense, courtroom drama, and psychological depth. This article explores the
novel’s background, plot, characters, themes, and its impact on the legal
thriller genre. Additionally, it examines Scott Turow’s writing style and the
book’s reception by critics and readers alike. The comprehensive analysis
provides valuable insights for enthusiasts of legal fiction and those
interested in the intricacies of criminal law as portrayed in literature.
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Background and Publication
Presumed Innocent by Scott Turow 1 was first published in 1987, marking the
debut of Turow as a novelist. Before venturing into fiction, Turow was a
practicing lawyer, which influenced the authenticity and detail in his
storytelling. The book was published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux and quickly
gained attention for its realistic portrayal of legal procedures and the
moral complexities within the justice system. Set in the fictional Kindle
County, the novel draws on Turow’s experience and knowledge of law to create
an immersive environment for readers. The success of Presumed Innocent
established Scott Turow as a prominent figure in the legal thriller genre,
paving the way for subsequent novels set in the same universe.

Plot Overview
The narrative of presumed innocent by scott turow 1 centers on Rusty Sabich,
an assistant prosecutor who becomes the prime suspect in the murder of his
colleague and former lover, Carolyn Polhemus. The story unfolds through
Rusty’s perspective, detailing his efforts to prove his innocence amidst



mounting evidence and media scrutiny. The plot intricately balances courtroom
drama with personal turmoil, exploring themes of betrayal, justice, and the
ambiguity of truth. As the trial progresses, unexpected twists challenge the
assumptions of guilt and innocence, keeping readers engaged with suspense and
moral questioning.

Setting and Context
The novel is set primarily in the courtroom and legal offices of Kindle
County, a fictional Midwestern jurisdiction. This setting allows for a
detailed examination of the American legal system and its procedures. The
time period reflects the 1980s, a context that influences the social and
legal dynamics portrayed in the story.

Key Plot Developments
Important plot points include the discovery of Carolyn Polhemus’s body, the
investigation that implicates Rusty Sabich, and the intense courtroom
proceedings that ensue. The narrative also delves into Rusty’s personal
relationships and past, providing depth to his character and motivations.

Main Characters
The characters in presumed innocent by scott turow 1 are complex and multi-
dimensional, contributing to the novel’s depth and realism. Each character
plays a crucial role in unfolding the plot and highlighting various facets of
the legal system and human nature.

Rusty Sabich
Rusty Sabich, the protagonist and accused, is portrayed as a skilled
prosecutor facing a profound personal and professional crisis. His character
grapples with issues of loyalty, guilt, and the search for truth throughout
the novel.

Carolyn Polhemus
Carolyn Polhemus, the victim, is depicted through the perspectives of other
characters, revealing a complicated personality and a strained relationship
with Rusty. Her role is central to the mystery and the unfolding legal drama.



Barbara Sabich
Barbara Sabich, Rusty’s wife, adds emotional complexity to the story. Her
reactions and interactions with Rusty provide insight into the personal costs
of the legal battle and the strain on family life.

Other Notable Characters

Tommy Molto – the ambitious prosecutor leading the case against Rusty

Raymond Horgan – Rusty’s defense attorney

Judge Larren Lyttle – presiding judge over the trial

Themes and Motifs
Presumed innocent by scott turow 1 explores several significant themes that
contribute to its status as a classic legal thriller. These themes delve into
the complexities of justice, morality, and human psychology within the
framework of a criminal trial.

Justice and Legal Ethics
The novel critically examines the pursuit of justice and the ethical dilemmas
faced by those within the legal system. It raises questions about the
objectivity of law enforcement and the potential for bias and corruption.

Truth and Ambiguity
One of the central motifs is the elusive nature of truth. The story
challenges simple notions of guilt and innocence, emphasizing the ambiguity
inherent in legal cases and human relationships.

Power and Corruption
Power dynamics within the courtroom and political landscape are explored,
highlighting how authority can be manipulated and challenged. The novel
portrays the influence of ambition and personal agendas on the course of
justice.



Scott Turow’s Writing Style
Scott Turow’s writing in presumed innocent by scott turow 1 is characterized
by meticulous attention to detail and a clear, engaging narrative voice. His
background as a lawyer enables him to depict legal procedures accurately
without overwhelming readers with jargon. Turow balances technical exposition
with psychological insight, creating a story that is both informative and
emotionally compelling. The pacing is deliberate, building suspense gradually
while developing characters in depth. His style combines elements of mystery,
legal thriller, and literary fiction, appealing to a broad audience.

Use of First-Person Narrative
The novel is narrated from Rusty Sabich’s point of view, offering an intimate
perspective on the events and his internal conflicts. This narrative choice
enhances the psychological depth and allows readers to experience the tension
and uncertainty firsthand.

Legal Realism
Turow’s portrayal of courtroom tactics, investigation procedures, and legal
strategy reflects a high degree of realism. This authenticity contributes to
the credibility of the story and educates readers about the intricacies of
criminal law.

Reception and Impact
Upon release, presumed innocent by scott turow 1 received widespread acclaim
from critics and readers alike. It was praised for its gripping plot, complex
characters, and insightful depiction of the legal system. The novel’s success
helped popularize the legal thriller genre and influenced subsequent writers.
It was also adapted into a successful 1990 film starring Harrison Ford,
further cementing its cultural significance. The book remains a staple
recommendation for fans of crime fiction and legal narratives, noted for its
enduring relevance and narrative strength.

Critical Acclaim
Critics highlighted the novel’s sophisticated storytelling and ethical
complexity. It was lauded for elevating the legal thriller beyond
conventional genre boundaries into literary status.



Legacy and Influence
Presumed Innocent inspired a wave of legal dramas and thrillers, both in
literature and media. Scott Turow continued to build on this foundation with
additional novels set in Kindle County, creating a rich fictional universe.

Adaptations

1990 feature film adaptation directed by Alan J. Pakula

Television and stage adaptations inspired by the novel’s themes

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Presumed Innocent' by Scott
Turow?
'Presumed Innocent' follows Rusty Sabich, a prosecutor accused of murdering
his colleague and mistress, Carolyn Polhemus, as he navigates the
complexities of the legal system and his personal life.

Who is the main character in 'Presumed Innocent'?
The main character is Rusty Sabich, a prosecutor who finds himself on trial
for the murder of Carolyn Polhemus.

When was 'Presumed Innocent' first published?
'Presumed Innocent' was first published in 1987.

What genre does 'Presumed Innocent' belong to?
'Presumed Innocent' is a legal thriller and crime novel.

Is 'Presumed Innocent' based on a true story?
No, 'Presumed Innocent' is a work of fiction, though it draws on Scott
Turow's experience as a lawyer.

Has 'Presumed Innocent' been adapted into a movie?
Yes, 'Presumed Innocent' was adapted into a feature film in 1990, starring
Harrison Ford.



What are some major themes in 'Presumed Innocent'?
Major themes include justice, betrayal, the complexity of truth, and the
flaws within the legal system.

How does Scott Turow portray the legal system in
'Presumed Innocent'?
Turow portrays the legal system as complex, flawed, and often influenced by
personal interests and political pressures.

What role does Rusty Sabich's personal life play in
the story?
Rusty's personal life, including his affair with Carolyn Polhemus and his
strained marriage, deeply impacts the investigation and trial.

Why is 'Presumed Innocent' considered a classic
legal thriller?
'Presumed Innocent' is praised for its intricate plot, realistic legal
detail, and psychological depth, setting a high standard for the legal
thriller genre.

Additional Resources
1. Innocent by Scott Turow
This sequel to *Presumed Innocent* revisits the character Rusty Sabich as he
faces a new trial, this time accused of a brutal murder. The novel delves
deeply into courtroom drama and the complexities of justice. Turow’s
masterful storytelling keeps readers questioning the truth until the very
end.

2. The Firm by John Grisham
This legal thriller follows a young attorney who discovers that his
prestigious law firm is involved in illegal activities. As he digs deeper,
his life is put in danger, and he must outsmart those who want to silence
him. Grisham’s fast-paced narrative embodies the tension and intrigue of
legal suspense.

3. Defending Jacob by William Landay
A gripping courtroom drama about a father whose son is accused of murder. As
the trial unfolds, the lines between guilt and innocence blur, and the
family’s bonds are tested. This novel explores themes of loyalty, justice,
and the limits of parental love.

4. Runaway Jury by John Grisham



This novel revolves around a high-stakes jury trial involving a major gun
manufacturer. A mysterious juror and a determined lawyer engage in a battle
of wits to influence the outcome. Grisham’s exploration of jury manipulation
and legal ethics makes for a compelling read.

5. Anatomy of a Murder by Robert Traver
Based on a real case, this classic legal thriller details a murder trial
where the defense attorney must carefully navigate the complexities of law
and human nature. The story offers a realistic portrayal of courtroom
procedures and strategy. It’s a seminal work in the genre of legal fiction.

6. The Lincoln Lawyer by Michael Connelly
Mickey Haller, a defense attorney who operates out of his Lincoln Town Car,
takes on a case that challenges his moral compass. The novel combines sharp
legal insight with suspenseful storytelling. Connelly crafts a vivid portrait
of the criminal justice system.

7. Presumption of Innocence by Richard North Patterson
This novel focuses on a high-profile murder trial with political and personal
ramifications. The defense attorney must unravel a web of deceit while
confronting his own beliefs about truth and justice. Patterson’s intricate
plotting makes this a compelling legal drama.

8. Reversible Errors by Scott Turow
A powerful legal thriller about a death row case that may have been
wrongfully prosecuted. The story explores the flaws in the criminal justice
system and the moral dilemmas faced by those seeking justice. Turow’s writing
is both thought-provoking and emotionally gripping.

9. The Jury Master by David Ellis
A suspenseful legal thriller where a jury consultant manipulates a trial’s
outcome, raising questions about fairness and influence. The novel delves
into the psychology of juries and the power dynamics within the courtroom.
It’s a modern take on the challenges of securing justice.
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