practical argument kirszner

practical argument kirszner is a crucial concept in academic writing and
critical thinking, especially in the context of rhetoric and composition
studies. This term is prominently explored in the works of Laurie Kirszner, a
respected scholar and author known for her contributions to understanding
argumentation techniques in practical and academic settings. The practical
argument as defined by Kirszner emphasizes the use of reasoned discourse to
resolve real-life issues, focusing on clarity, evidence, and audience
awareness. This article delves into the definition, components, and
applications of practical argument kirszner, providing a comprehensive
analysis that will benefit students, educators, and writers alike.
Additionally, the role of ethos, pathos, and logos in Kirszner’s framework
will be examined, illustrating how these rhetorical appeals enhance
argumentative effectiveness. To facilitate understanding, the article will
also include examples and tips for constructing strong practical arguments
based on Kirszner’s approach.
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Understanding Practical Argument Kirszner

The concept of practical argument kirszner refers to a method of
argumentation that is grounded in addressing real-world problems through
logical reasoning and evidence-based discussion. Laurie Kirszner, who co-
authored the popular textbook "Arguments: Reading, Writing, and Thinking,"
defines practical argument as an approach that goes beyond theoretical debate
to focus on actionable conclusions. This form of argumentation prioritizes
clarity, audience engagement, and the use of credible sources to support
claims. Unlike purely abstract or philosophical arguments, practical
arguments are designed to influence decisions and prompt change in everyday
contexts.

Definition and Scope

Practical argument kirszner involves the articulation of a claim that



responds to a specific issue or problem, supported by appropriate evidence
and reasoning. The scope of this argument type is broad, encompassing
persuasive essays, policy debates, and even informal discussions where the
goal is to reach a practical resolution. Kirszner’s approach stresses the
importance of understanding the audience’s values and expectations to tailor
the argument effectively.

Distinction from Other Argument Types

While formal logic and theoretical argumentation focus on abstract principles
and universal truths, practical argument kirszner is distinguished by its
emphasis on real-life applicability. This approach integrates ethos, pathos,
and logos to create a balanced argument that appeals not only to reason but
also to the emotions and credibility necessary for persuasion.

Key Components of Practical Argument

Kirszner outlines several essential components that constitute a strong
practical argument. These elements work together to establish a coherent and
persuasive case that is attentive to both the issue and the audience’s
perspective.

Claim

The claim is the central assertion or thesis that the argument seeks to prove
or support. In practical argument kirszner, the claim must be clear,
specific, and relevant to the problem at hand.

Evidence

Supporting evidence is vital for substantiating the claim. Kirszner
emphasizes the use of credible, relevant, and sufficient evidence, such as
statistics, expert testimony, and factual examples, to enhance the argument’s
reliability.

Warrants and Reasoning

Warrants connect the evidence to the claim, explaining why the evidence
supports the assertion. Logical reasoning ensures that the argument flows
naturally and persuasively from premises to conclusion.



Counterarguments

Acknowledging and addressing opposing viewpoints is a critical part of
Kirszner’s practical argument framework. This demonstrates fairness and
strengthens the argument by preemptively responding to potential objections.

Audience Awareness

Understanding the audience’s values, beliefs, and expectations is crucial in
shaping an effective practical argument. Kirszner advocates tailoring the
argument’s tone, language, and appeals to resonate with the intended
audience.

Rhetorical Appeals in Kirszner's Argument
Framework

Laurie Kirszner'’s practical argument framework integrates the classical
rhetorical appeals—ethos, pathos, and logos—to create compelling and well-
rounded arguments. Each appeal plays a specific role in persuading the
audience.

Ethos: Establishing Credibility

Ethos refers to the writer’s or speaker’s credibility and trustworthiness. In
practical argument kirszner, establishing ethos involves demonstrating
knowledge, fairness, and good character to gain the audience’s confidence.

Pathos: Engaging the Audience Emotionally

Pathos appeals to the audience’s emotions, values, and beliefs. Kirszner
highlights the strategic use of emotional appeals to connect with readers on
a personal level, making the argument more impactful and memorable.

Logos: Appealing to Logic and Reason

Logos is the appeal to logic and rationality. Practical argument kirszner
relies heavily on logos by presenting clear evidence, sound reasoning, and
well-structured arguments to convince the audience intellectually.

Applications of Practical Argument in Academic



Writing

Practical argument kirszner is widely employed in academic writing, where
students and scholars develop reasoned positions on various topics. Its
applications span multiple disciplines and writing formats.

Persuasive Essays

In persuasive essays, practical argument kirszner guides writers to formulate
clear claims, present evidence, and anticipate counterarguments to persuade
readers effectively.

Research Papers

Research papers benefit from Kirszner'’s emphasis on credible evidence and
logical reasoning, ensuring that arguments are well-supported and
academically rigorous.

Debate and Discussion

Practical argument techniques are essential in classroom debates and
discussions, where participants must articulate positions clearly and respond
to opposing views thoughtfully.

Techniques for Crafting Effective Practical
Arguments

To build strong practical arguments following Kirszner'’'s principles, certain
techniques can be employed to enhance clarity, persuasiveness, and
engagement.

» Define the Issue Clearly: Begin with a precise statement of the problem
or question.

e Develop a Strong Thesis: Formulate a claim that is debatable and
focused.

e Use Reliable Evidence: Incorporate facts, statistics, and expert
opinions that support the claim.

e Address Counterarguments: Anticipate objections and provide reasoned
responses.

e Consider the Audience: Adapt the argument’s tone and appeals to the



audience’s values.

e Organize Logically: Structure the argument in a coherent and progressive
manner.

e Employ Rhetorical Appeals: Balance ethos, pathos, and logos to maximize
impact.

Use of Clear and Precise Language

Kirszner advocates for the use of straightforward language that avoids
ambiguity, ensuring that the argument is accessible and understandable to the
audience.

Revision and Refinement

Effective practical arguments require careful revision to eliminate logical
fallacies, clarify points, and enhance overall coherence, as emphasized in
Kirszner’s writing guides.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a practical argument according to Kirszner?

According to Kirszner, a practical argument is a type of argument that aims
to persuade someone to take a specific action or adopt a particular course of
behavior, focusing on what should be done rather than on abstract principles
or facts.

How does Kirszner distinguish between practical and
theoretical arguments?

Kirszner distinguishes practical arguments as those concerned with decisions
and actions (what should be done), whereas theoretical arguments focus on
establishing truth or factual correctness without necessarily prompting
action.

What are the key components of a practical argument
in Kirszner's framework?

The key components include a clear claim about a course of action, supporting
reasons or evidence that justify the action, and an appeal to the audience's
values or interests to persuade them to act.



Why are practical arguments important in everyday
decision-making, according to Kirszner?

Kirszner emphasizes that practical arguments are crucial because they help
individuals and groups make informed decisions by logically justifying
actions that align with their goals and values.

How can understanding Kirszner's concept of
practical argument improve persuasive writing?

Understanding Kirszner's concept helps writers focus their arguments on
actionable outcomes, use relevant evidence and appeals to values, making
their persuasive writing more effective in motivating audiences to act.

Can practical arguments be combined with other types
of arguments in Kirszner's approach?

Yes, Kirszner notes that practical arguments often incorporate elements of
ethical and logical appeals to strengthen the case for taking specific
actions, making them more convincing.

What role does audience analysis play in
constructing a practical argument in Kirszner's
view?

Audience analysis is critical because understanding the audience's values,
beliefs, and motivations allows the arguer to tailor the practical argument
to resonate more effectively and prompt the desired action.

Additional Resources

1. Arguments, The Basics by Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau

This book offers a clear and concise introduction to the fundamentals of
argumentation. It covers essential concepts such as identifying arguments,
evaluating evidence, and constructing persuasive claims. Ideal for beginners,
the text provides practical examples and exercises to develop critical
thinking and reasoning skills.

2. Patterns of College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide by Laurie G.
Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell

Co-authored by Kirszner, this comprehensive guide combines rhetorical
strategies with practical writing instruction. It includes a wide range of
readings that illustrate different argumentative techniques, helping students
improve their analytical and persuasive writing. The book also emphasizes
critical thinking and the development of effective arguments.

3. Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings by John D. Ramage, John C.



Bean, and June Johnson

This text focuses on teaching students how to craft well-structured arguments
supported by evidence. It blends rhetorical theory with practical
application, providing examples of both classical and contemporary arguments.
The book also includes readings that demonstrate various argumentative styles
and strategies.

4. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald
Graff and Cathy Birkenstein

Recognized for its practical approach, this book teaches students how to join
academic conversations through effective argumentation. It highlights key
rhetorical moves that help writers frame their claims in response to others’
ideas. The clear templates and examples make it accessible for developing
persuasive writing skills.

5. Everything’s an Argument by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz
This text explores the pervasive nature of argument in everyday life and
academic contexts. It offers practical strategies for analyzing and creating
arguments across various media and genres. The book emphasizes critical
thinking and the ethical dimensions of argumentation.

6. Critical Thinking and Communication: The Use of Reason in Argument by
Edward S. Inch and Barbara Warnick

This book integrates critical thinking with communication theory to provide a
practical approach to argumentation. It guides readers through recognizing
logical fallacies, evaluating evidence, and constructing sound arguments. The
text is designed for students aiming to improve both their reasoning and
communication skills.

7. Reason & Argument by Richard Feldman

Feldman’s work presents a clear and systematic introduction to the principles
of reasoning and argument. It covers deductive and inductive reasoning,
argument evaluation, and common fallacies. The book includes practical
examples and exercises to help students develop analytical skills necessary
for effective argumentation.

8. Logic and Contemporary Rhetoric: The Use of Reason in Everyday Life by
Nancy M. Cavender and Howard Kahane

This book connects formal logical reasoning with everyday argumentative
practices. It teaches readers how to identify, analyze, and construct
arguments in practical contexts. The accessible style and real-world examples
make it a valuable resource for developing critical thinking and argument
skills.

9. The Practical Argument: A Guide to Effective Reasoning by Laurie G.
Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell

Focused on pragmatic approaches to argumentation, this guide emphasizes
clarity, coherence, and audience awareness. It offers strategies for
developing persuasive arguments in academic and real-life settings. The book
includes exercises and examples that reinforce practical reasoning
techniques.
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