pigs in the parlor a practical guide
to deliverance

pigs in the parlor a practical guide to deliverance is an essential resource
for understanding the principles and practices involved in spiritual
deliverance. This guide explores the foundational concepts of deliverance
ministry, focusing on the biblical basis, practical steps, and effective
techniques to facilitate freedom from spiritual bondage. The phrase “pigs in
the parlor” refers to a metaphorical depiction used to illustrate the
presence of unwanted spiritual influences within a person’s life and the
process of casting them out. This article will delve into the theological
framework, detailed methodologies, and the role of faith and discernment in
successful deliverance. Additionally, it will provide insights into common
challenges faced during deliverance sessions and strategies for maintaining
spiritual freedom. The comprehensive nature of this guide makes it a valuable
tool for ministers, believers, and anyone interested in the practice of
spiritual deliverance.
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Understanding the Concept of Deliverance

Deliverance, in a spiritual context, refers to the process of freeing
individuals from demonic oppression, bondage, or influence. The term “pigs in
the parlor” vividly illustrates the presence of unclean spirits inhabiting a
person's life, much like pigs in a dwelling place where they do not belong.
This concept is rooted in the belief that spiritual forces can negatively
affect physical, emotional, and psychological well-being. Deliverance aims to
restore a person’s spiritual health by expelling these harmful influences
through prayer, authority in Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit.



Definition and Purpose of Deliverance

The primary purpose of deliverance is to break the chains of spiritual
captivity, enabling individuals to live in freedom and holiness. It is
distinct from general prayer or counseling in that it specifically addresses
demonic interference or possession. Deliverance ministry seeks to identify,
confront, and remove these spiritual entities, thereby promoting holistic
healing and restoration.

Historical and Cultural Perspectives

Deliverance has been practiced in various forms throughout history and across
cultures. Biblical narratives, such as Jesus casting out demons, provide the
foundation for modern deliverance practices. Throughout the centuries,
different Christian traditions have developed methodologies for deliverance,
emphasizing prayer, fasting, and spiritual authority.

Theological Foundations of Deliverance Ministry

The practice of deliverance is firmly grounded in Scripture, which provides
both the mandate and the authority for believers to cast out demons.
Understanding the theological basis is crucial for effective and responsible
deliverance ministry.

Biblical Mandate for Deliverance

The New Testament contains numerous accounts of Jesus and His disciples
casting out demons, establishing a clear precedent for deliverance ministry.
Key passages such as Mark 16:17 and Luke 10:19 highlight the authority given
to believers over demonic powers. This mandate calls the Church to actively
engage in spiritual warfare to liberate those oppressed by evil spirits.

Authority of the Believer

Believers are empowered through the Holy Spirit to exercise authority over
demonic forces. This authority is not based on human strength but on the name
and power of Jesus Christ. Understanding this authority is essential for
ministers conducting deliverance to act confidently and effectively.

Practical Steps in Conducting Deliverance

Deliverance involves a systematic approach that includes preparation,
discernment, prayer, and follow-up. These steps ensure that the process is
safe, respectful, and spiritually effective.



Preparation and Prayer

Preparation for deliverance begins with prayer, fasting, and seeking the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. The deliverance minister must be spiritually
sensitive and free from personal sin to avoid complications during the
session.

Identifying Spiritual Oppression

Discernment is critical in recognizing signs of demonic influence, which may
manifest as physical symptoms, behavioral changes, or persistent negative
thoughts. Careful observation and spiritual sensitivity help in determining
the need for deliverance.

Conducting the Deliverance Session

The session typically involves commanding the spirits to leave in the name of
Jesus, accompanied by prayers of authority and declarations of freedom. It is
important to maintain a calm and authoritative demeanor throughout the
process.

Techniques and Tools for Effective Deliverance

Various techniques and spiritual tools support the deliverance process,
enhancing its effectiveness and ensuring lasting results.

Use of Scripture and Prayer

Scripture plays a vital role as a weapon against demonic forces. Reciting
relevant Bible verses and prayers reinforces the spiritual authority of the
minister and provides spiritual protection.

Fasting and Spiritual Preparation

Fasting enhances spiritual sensitivity and power, preparing both minister and
recipient for the encounter with demonic forces. It is a practice often
recommended before engaging in deliverance ministry.

Physical Actions and Rituals

While deliverance is primarily spiritual, certain physical actions such as
laying on of hands, anointing with o0il, or use of holy water may be employed
to signify authority and blessing.



Common Challenges and Solutions in Deliverance

Deliverance ministry can encounter various obstacles, requiring discernment
and perseverance to overcome.

Resistance from Demonic Forces

Spiritual resistance is common during deliverance, manifested through
intensified symptoms or verbal opposition. Persistence in prayer and reliance
on the Holy Spirit’s power are necessary to overcome such resistance.

Emotional and Psychological Responses

Recipients may experience emotional releases or psychological distress during
or after deliverance. Providing counseling, support, and follow-up care is
essential to ensure holistic healing.

Maintaining Boundaries and Safety

Deliverance ministers must establish clear boundaries and maintain a safe
environment to prevent abuse or harm. Proper training and accountability are
crucial components of responsible ministry.

Maintaining Freedom After Deliverance

Deliverance is not the end of the journey; maintaining spiritual freedom
requires ongoing vigilance and spiritual discipline.

Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

Continued growth in faith, regular prayer, Bible study, and fellowship
strengthen the individual’s spiritual defenses against future oppression.

Accountability and Support Networks

Being part of a supportive community and having accountability partners helps
maintain the freedom gained through deliverance. This network provides
encouragement and correction as needed.



Practical Lifestyle Changes

Adopting a lifestyle that honors God, including avoiding occult practices and
unhealthy influences, is critical in sustaining deliverance results.

e Commit to daily prayer and meditation on Scripture
e Engage in regular fellowship with like-minded believers
e Practice forgiveness and repentance

e Maintain a clean and holy lifestyle

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Pigs in the Parlor: A
Practical Guide to Deliverance'?

The main theme of 'Pigs in the Parlor' is spiritual deliverance, focusing on
identifying and casting out demonic influences from individuals through
practical steps and biblical teachings.

Who are the authors of 'Pigs in the Parlor' and what
are their backgrounds?

The book is authored by Frank and Ida Mae Hammond, who are recognized
ministers and deliverance practitioners with extensive experience in
counseling and spiritual warfare.

How does 'Pigs in the Parlor' define deliverance
ministry?

Deliverance ministry in the book is defined as the process of freeing
individuals from demonic oppression or possession by using prayer, biblical
authority, and spiritual discernment.

What practical steps does 'Pigs in the Parlor'
recommend for deliverance?

The book recommends steps such as identifying demonic influences, confessing
sins, renouncing occult or sinful practices, commanding demons to leave in
Jesus’ name, and filling the person with the Holy Spirit.



Is 'Pigs in the Parlor' suitable for beginners
interested in deliverance ministry?

Yes, the book is written as a practical guide and is suitable for beginners,
providing clear instructions and explanations on how to conduct deliverance
sessions safely and effectively.

What biblical foundations does 'Pigs in the Parlor’
use to support deliverance practices?

The book extensively uses scripture, including passages from the Gospels and
the Book of Acts, to illustrate Jesus’ authority over demons and to validate
the practice of casting out evil spirits.

Are there any criticisms or controversies
surrounding 'Pigs in the Parlor'?

Some critics argue that the book may encourage an overemphasis on demonic
activity, potentially leading to misdiagnosis of psychological issues, and
stress the importance of discernment and professional counseling alongside
deliverance.

How has 'Pigs in the Parlor' influenced contemporary
deliverance ministry?

The book has been highly influential in shaping modern deliverance practices,
providing a foundational framework for many ministries worldwide and
popularizing the concept of spiritual warfare and deliverance in charismatic
Christian circles.

Additional Resources

1. Pigs in the Parlor: A Practical Guide to Deliverance

This foundational book by Frank and Ida Mae Hammond explores the topic of
spiritual deliverance through the lens of Christian faith. It provides
insights into identifying and casting out demonic influences, often referred
to as "pigs in the parlor," that can affect individuals' lives. The authors
combine biblical teachings with practical steps, making it accessible for
both laypeople and ministry leaders.

2. Deliverance from Darkness: Understanding Spiritual Bondage

This book delves into the nature of spiritual bondage and how it can manifest
in everyday life. It offers readers a clear framework for recognizing demonic
oppression and provides strategies for seeking freedom through prayer and
faith. The author shares testimonies and scriptural guidance to empower
believers on their deliverance journey.



3. Breaking the Chains: A Guide to Spiritual Freedom

Focused on liberating individuals from spiritual strongholds, this guidebook
emphasizes the importance of repentance, forgiveness, and authority in
Christ. It outlines practical steps for spiritual warfare and deliverance
ministry, helping readers reclaim peace and joy. The author also addresses
common misconceptions about deliverance.

4. Spiritual Warfare and Deliverance: Tools for Victory

This comprehensive resource equips readers with biblical principles and
practical tools to engage in spiritual warfare effectively. It covers topics
such as identifying demonic tactics, using Scripture in battle, and
maintaining spiritual health. The book is designed for those involved in
deliverance ministry as well as individuals seeking personal freedom.

5. Freedom from Demonic Oppression: A Step-by-Step Guide

Offering a detailed approach to diagnosing and addressing demonic oppression,
this book serves as a manual for deliverance ministry. The author explains
various signs of spiritual attack and provides prayers and rituals to break
free from oppression. It is written with sensitivity to those new to the
subject.

6. Healing the Wounds of the Past: Deliverance and Inner Healing

This work connects deliverance ministry with inner healing, emphasizing the
restoration of emotional and spiritual well-being. It discusses how past
traumas can open doors to demonic influence and offers a holistic approach to
healing through deliverance and counseling. The book encourages integration
of deliverance with pastoral care.

7. Practical Deliverance: Releasing Captives in Christ

A hands-on guide for ministers and laypersons alike, this book provides
practical advice on conducting deliverance sessions. It includes case
studies, prayers, and protocols for effective ministry. The author stresses
the importance of compassion, discernment, and reliance on the Holy Spirit.

8. Demons at the Door: Recognizing and Resisting Evil Spirits

This title focuses on the recognition of demonic activity and how to resist
it through faith and spiritual disciplines. It offers biblical case studies
and contemporary examples to illustrate the reality of spiritual warfare.
Readers are encouraged to develop vigilance and spiritual strength in their
daily lives.

9. Breaking Free: The Power of Deliverance in Christian Life

This inspirational book highlights testimonies of deliverance and the
transformative power it holds for believers. It explores the theological
foundations of deliverance and encourages readers to embrace their authority
in Christ. The author provides encouragement for those struggling with
spiritual bondage and offers hope for complete freedom.
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