
philip jenkins the lost history of
christianity
philip jenkins the lost history of christianity offers a groundbreaking
exploration into the overlooked and often misunderstood narratives of
Christianity’s development beyond the traditional Western focus. This
comprehensive study sheds light on the diverse and vibrant history of
Christian communities across Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, revealing how
Christianity expanded and evolved in regions rarely emphasized in mainstream
historical accounts. By uncovering these hidden chapters, Philip Jenkins
challenges the conventional Eurocentric view, providing a richer, more
nuanced understanding of Christianity’s global journey. This article delves
into the key themes and findings presented in Jenkins’ work, examining the
historical context, geographical spread, cultural interactions, and the
contemporary implications of this lost history. Readers will gain insight
into why this history matters and how it reshapes the perception of
Christianity today.
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Cultural and Theological Diversity in Early Christian Communities

The Impact of Philip Jenkins’ Research on Modern Scholarship

The Scope and Purpose of Jenkins’ Work
Philip Jenkins the lost history of christianity primarily aims to broaden the
understanding of Christianity’s past by highlighting its presence and growth
outside of Europe. Jenkins meticulously documents how Christian faith
flourished in regions such as North Africa, the Middle East, India, and
China, areas often neglected in traditional Christian historiography. The
book underscores the importance of recognizing these diverse Christian
traditions to appreciate the religion’s full historical breadth. Jenkins
challenges the notion that Christianity’s history is synonymous with Western
history, emphasizing the extensive and complex interactions between
Christianity and various cultures around the globe.



Objectives of the Lost History
The central objective of Jenkins’ work is to reveal the overlooked chapters
of Christian history that have been marginalized due to Eurocentric
scholarship. By doing so, the book:

Expands the geographical understanding of Christianity’s early and
medieval expansion.

Highlights the resilience and adaptability of Christian communities in
diverse cultural contexts.

Encourages a reevaluation of historical narratives that prioritize
Western Christianity.

Provides a foundation for appreciating the global nature of Christian
heritage.

Historical Context of Early Christianity
Understanding Philip Jenkins the lost history of christianity requires
familiarity with the historical backdrop against which Christianity emerged
and spread. Early Christianity developed within the complex social,
political, and religious landscapes of the Roman Empire and neighboring
civilizations. This period was marked by significant diversity in beliefs,
practices, and community structures within the Christian movement itself.
Jenkins emphasizes that while Christianity did establish strong roots in
Europe, other regions played equally vital roles in shaping the faith’s early
trajectory.

Christianity in the Roman and Parthian Empires
The Roman Empire is traditionally viewed as the primary setting for early
Christian growth, yet Jenkins highlights the parallel development of
Christian communities in the Parthian Empire (modern-day Iran and surrounding
areas). These communities maintained distinct traditions and contributed to
the broader Christian mosaic. This duality reflects a more interconnected and
pluralistic early Christian world than is commonly acknowledged.

Persecutions and Growth
Christian communities faced periods of persecution, but these challenges
often led to increased cohesion and missionary activity. Jenkins points out
that such adversities were not confined to the Roman context; Christian
groups in other regions also navigated their own social and political



pressures, which influenced their theological and cultural evolution.

Christianity’s Expansion Beyond the West
Philip Jenkins the lost history of christianity extensively explores how
Christianity spread well beyond its European heartlands. The book details the
missionary and trade routes that facilitated the religion’s reach into Asia
and Africa, illustrating a vibrant and complex history of expansion. These
regions developed their own unique Christian traditions that have persisted
or evolved independently through the centuries.

Christianity in Africa
Africa, particularly North Africa and Ethiopia, played a crucial role in
early Christian history. Jenkins highlights the importance of figures like
Augustine of Hippo and the establishment of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church,
one of the oldest Christian institutions in the world. African Christianity
exhibited distinctive theological and liturgical characteristics that
contributed significantly to the global Christian heritage.

Christianity in Asia
Christian missions reached India, China, and Central Asia much earlier than
commonly known. Jenkins discusses the presence of the Church of the East,
often called the Nestorian Church, which established flourishing communities
in these regions. These Asian Christian traditions adapted to local cultures
while maintaining core Christian doctrines, demonstrating the faith’s
adaptability and diversity.

Trade and Missionary Networks
The spread of Christianity was facilitated by extensive trade routes such as
the Silk Road and maritime pathways. These networks enabled cultural exchange
and the dissemination of religious ideas. Jenkins emphasizes that
understanding these routes is critical to appreciating how Christianity
became a truly global religion.

Cultural and Theological Diversity in Early
Christian Communities
Philip Jenkins the lost history of christianity reveals the rich diversity
within early Christian communities, reflecting different cultural contexts
and theological interpretations. This diversity challenges the simplistic



portrayal of early Christianity as a monolithic entity and underscores the
dynamic nature of its development.

Varied Liturgical Practices
Christian communities developed distinct liturgical traditions influenced by
local customs and languages. From the Coptic rites in Egypt to the Syriac
liturgies of the Middle East, these practices illustrate the adaptability of
Christian worship and its integration into diverse cultural settings.

Theological Debates and Schisms
The early centuries of Christianity were marked by significant theological
debates that led to various schisms and the formation of different
denominations. Jenkins discusses how these divisions were often intertwined
with ethnic, linguistic, and political factors, further complicating the
historical narrative.

Interaction with Other Religions
Christianity’s expansion brought it into contact with Judaism,
Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, and indigenous religions. Jenkins highlights the
mutual influences and conflicts that arose, shaping the development of
Christian thought and practice in many regions.

The Impact of Philip Jenkins’ Research on
Modern Scholarship
Philip Jenkins the lost history of christianity has significantly influenced
contemporary understanding of Christian history by challenging entrenched
Eurocentric views. His research has encouraged scholars to adopt a more
global perspective, recognizing the multifaceted nature of Christianity’s
past and present.

Reevaluating Historical Narratives
Jenkins’ work prompts historians, theologians, and scholars to reconsider
established narratives that marginalize non-Western Christian experiences.
This reevaluation fosters a more inclusive and accurate representation of the
faith’s history.



Implications for Contemporary Christianity
The insights gained from Jenkins’ lost history have practical implications
for modern Christianity, particularly in appreciating the diversity of
Christian traditions worldwide. This broader understanding encourages greater
ecumenism and respect among different Christian denominations and cultural
expressions.

Future Directions in Christian Studies
The book opens avenues for further research into underexplored Christian
communities and histories. Scholars are increasingly motivated to investigate
the rich tapestry of Christianity’s global presence, inspired by Jenkins’
pioneering approach.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Philip Jenkins and what is his book 'The Lost
History of Christianity' about?
Philip Jenkins is a historian and scholar specializing in religious studies.
His book 'The Lost History of Christianity' explores the often overlooked and
forgotten stories of Christianity's spread and transformation outside the
Western world, challenging the Eurocentric narrative of Christian history.

What is the main thesis of 'The Lost History of
Christianity' by Philip Jenkins?
The main thesis of the book is that Christianity's history is much broader
and more diverse than traditionally portrayed, with vibrant communities in
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East playing crucial roles, which have been
largely ignored in conventional Western historical accounts.

How does Philip Jenkins challenge traditional views
of Christian history in his book?
Jenkins challenges the traditional Eurocentric view by highlighting
historical evidence of flourishing Christian populations in regions like
North Africa, the Middle East, and Asia, and argues that these regions
significantly shaped Christian development but were marginalized in
mainstream histories.

Why is 'The Lost History of Christianity' considered



important for understanding global Christianity?
The book is important because it expands the understanding of Christianity as
a global faith with diverse cultural expressions and histories, emphasizing
that Christianity's development cannot be fully understood without
acknowledging its non-Western dimensions.

What sources does Philip Jenkins use to support his
arguments in 'The Lost History of Christianity'?
Jenkins utilizes a wide range of historical documents, archaeological
findings, church records, and contemporary accounts from various regions,
including Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, to reconstruct the overlooked
narratives of Christian communities outside Europe.

How has 'The Lost History of Christianity' been
received by scholars and readers?
The book has been praised for its thorough research and eye-opening
perspective, though some critics argue that Jenkins may understate the
influence of Western Christianity. Overall, it is valued for broadening the
discourse on Christian history and encouraging a more inclusive
understanding.

Additional Resources
1. The Lost History of Christianity: The Thousand-Year Golden Age of the
Church in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia—and How It Died by Philip Jenkins
This book explores the largely forgotten history of Christianity outside the
Western world, focusing on its vibrant presence in the Middle East, Africa,
and Asia for over a millennium. Jenkins challenges the Eurocentric narrative
by uncovering the rich traditions and significant contributions of these
Christian communities. The work sheds light on how these ancient Christian
civilizations thrived and the circumstances that led to their decline.

2. The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity by Philip Jenkins
Jenkins examines the rapid growth of Christianity in the Global South,
particularly in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, contrasting it with the
decline of Christianity in the West. The book analyzes demographic shifts and
cultural transformations shaping modern Christianity. It provides insight
into how Christianity’s future will be profoundly different from its past.

3. Christianity and World Religions: The Challenge of Pluralism by Philip
Jenkins
This work explores the interactions and relationships between Christianity
and other world religions. Jenkins delves into themes of religious pluralism,
tolerance, and conflict, offering a historical perspective alongside
contemporary analysis. The book is a valuable resource for understanding



Christianity’s place in a diverse religious landscape.

4. The Great and Holy War: How World War I Became a Religious Crusade by
Philip Jenkins
Jenkins investigates how World War I was infused with religious rhetoric and
motivations, transforming it into a moral and spiritual crusade for many
participants. The book reveals the complex interplay between nationalism,
religion, and warfare in the early 20th century. It provides a unique
perspective on the war’s impact on Christian thought and identity.

5. Jesus Wars: How Four Patriarchs, Three Queens, and Two Emperors Decided
What Christians Would Believe for the Next 1,500 Years by Philip Jenkins
This book narrates the political and theological struggles that shaped early
Christianity’s doctrines and creeds. Jenkins focuses on key historical
figures and councils that determined Christian orthodoxy. The work
illuminates the contentious process through which Christianity unified its
beliefs amid diverse interpretations.

6. The Lost History of Christianity in China by Daniel H. Bays
Complementing Jenkins' work, this book traces the history of Christianity in
China from its earliest introductions to modern times. Bays explores the
complex interactions between Christianity and Chinese culture, politics, and
society. The book sheds light on the unique challenges and adaptations of
Chinese Christian communities.

7. A History of Christianity in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, 1450-1990
edited by Stephen Neill
This comprehensive volume covers the spread and development of Christianity
outside Europe from the Age of Discovery to the late 20th century. It
includes scholarship on missionary activities, indigenous Christian
movements, and colonial impacts. The book serves as a broad historical
background supporting themes found in Jenkins’ research.

8. The Orthodox Church: An Introduction to Its History, Doctrine, and
Spiritual Culture by John Anthony McGuckin
This book provides an accessible introduction to the history and theology of
Eastern Orthodox Christianity, one of the major branches highlighted in
Jenkins’ exploration of lost Christian histories. McGuckin emphasizes the
spiritual traditions and cultural heritage of Orthodoxy. It helps readers
understand the diversity within Christianity beyond Western Catholicism and
Protestantism.

9. Christianity in Africa: The Renewal of a Non-Western Religion by Lamin
Sanneh
Sanneh discusses the growth and transformation of Christianity in Africa,
highlighting its indigenous expressions and cultural integration. The book
analyzes how African Christianity challenges Western religious paradigms and
contributes to the global Christian landscape. It complements Jenkins’ focus
on Christianity’s non-Western history by offering a detailed regional study.
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