pedal steel guitar tuning chart

pedal steel guitar tuning chart serves as an essential guide for pedal steel guitarists aiming to
understand and master the complex tuning systems of this unique instrument. The pedal steel guitar,
known for its distinctive sound in country, western swing, and Hawaiian music, relies heavily on
precise tuning to take full advantage of its pedals and knee levers. This article explores the most
common pedal steel guitar tunings, explains the structure and purpose of tuning charts, and provides
insights into how players can utilize these charts to optimize their playing experience. Understanding
pedal steel guitar tuning charts is crucial not only for beginners but also for seasoned players who
wish to experiment with alternate tunings. The article further examines popular tuning variations, how
to read and interpret tuning charts effectively, and tips for maintaining proper tuning stability. This
comprehensive overview aims to equip readers with the knowledge necessary to navigate the
complexities of pedal steel guitar tuning charts confidently.
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Understanding Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Charts

Pedal steel guitar tuning charts provide detailed information about the tuning of each string on the
instrument, as well as the changes brought about by the activation of pedals and knee levers. These
charts are essential tools for players to understand the relationships between open strings and
altered pitches, which define the instrument's unique versatility. Unlike standard guitars, the pedal
steel guitar includes multiple pedals and levers that modify string pitches, allowing for complex chord
voicings and smooth transitions.

Purpose of a Tuning Chart

The primary purpose of a pedal steel guitar tuning chart is to visually represent the tuning of all
strings in their open state and how each pedal or lever alters their pitch. This helps players visualize
note intervals, chord shapes, and scale possibilities. It also serves as a reference for setting up or
adjusting the instrument, ensuring accurate tuning and pedal functionality.



Components of a Tuning Chart

A typical pedal steel guitar tuning chart includes the following components:

e String numbers and gauges

Open string pitches

Pedal and knee lever designations

Pitch changes caused by each pedal or lever

Notation of tuning systems (e.g., E9, C6)

Understanding these components allows players to efficiently use the chart for both learning and
technical setup.

Common Pedal Steel Guitar Tunings

Pedal steel guitars are predominantly tuned to either the E9 or C6 tuning systems, each offering
distinct tonal characteristics and playing styles. These tunings form the foundation for most pedal
steel music and are widely supported by tuning charts tailored to their configurations.

E9 Tuning

The E9 tuning is often referred to as the Nashville tuning due to its prevalence in country music. It is
characterized by a bright, high-pitched, and versatile sound suited for melodic leads and complex
chord progressions. The standard E9 tuning features ten strings tuned to a combination of E, B, G#,
F#, E, D#, G#, F#, D, and B from low to high.

C6 Tuning

The C6 tuning offers a lower, richer, and jazzier tone favored for western swing and Hawaiian styles. It
typically consists of ten strings tuned to C, A, G, E, C, A, G, E, C, and A, providing a harmonic palette
well-suited for chordal work and melodic embellishments. Some players use a pedal steel equipped
with two necks, one tuned to E9 and the other to C6 for versatility.

Other Tuning Variations

In addition to E9 and C6, there are several alternate tunings used by pedal steel players to achieve
unique sounds or accommodate specific musical genres. These include:

e B6 tuning—similar to C6 but lowered a half step



¢ G tuning—offering a different tonal center and chord possibilities

e Double C6 or extended tunings—with additional strings for greater range

How to Read a Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Chart

Reading a pedal steel guitar tuning chart requires understanding the layout and notation used to
depict string tunings and pedal/lever functions. These charts are often designed to be intuitive, but
familiarity with musical notes and intervals enhances comprehension.

String Numbering and Pitch Identification

Strings are numbered from the farthest to the nearest side of the player, typically with string 1 being
closest and string 10 the farthest. Each string’s open pitch is indicated, often using standard musical
note names (e.g., E, B, G#). This forms the baseline from which pedal and lever changes are
measured.

Pedal and Lever Notations

Charts display each pedal and knee lever, identifying which strings they affect and the intervals by
which they raise or lower the pitch. For example, Pedal A might raise string 5 from B to C#, while
Knee Lever L might lower string 4 from G# to G. These changes are critical for executing the
instrument’s characteristic glissandos and chord shifts.

Using the Chart for Setup and Practice

Players use tuning charts during setup to verify string tunings and pedal adjustments. Additionally,
charts aid in practice by clarifying how pedal and lever combinations create specific chords or scales.
This understanding helps players navigate the fingerboard effectively and develop advanced
techniques.

Alternate Tunings and Their Applications

Alternate pedal steel guitar tunings expand the instrument’s versatility, allowing musicians to explore
diverse musical styles and tonal colors. Custom tuning charts reflect these variations, providing
precise guidance on string pitches and pedal modifications.

Benefits of Alternate Tunings

Alternate tunings can simplify certain chord shapes, facilitate easier access to uncommon intervals, or
tailor the instrument’s sound to specific genres. For instance, tuning a neck to B6 rather than C6



lowers the pitch slightly, producing a warmer tone preferred in some jazz or blues settings.

Examples of Alternate Tuning Charts

Examples include:

e B6 Tuning Chart: Lowered from C6, featuring adjusted pedal changes
e G Tuning Chart: Altered string pitches for different tonal centers

e Extended Range Tuning Charts: Incorporating additional strings for expanded melodic options

Musicians often customize tuning charts to suit their personal preferences or the demands of
particular compositions, making familiarity with alternate charts a valuable skill.

Maintaining and Adjusting Tuning for Optimal
Performance

Proper maintenance and tuning adjustment are essential for the pedal steel guitar to function
correctly and sound its best. Tuning charts play a vital role in this process by serving as accurate
references for string pitches and pedal settings.

Regular Tuning Checks

Due to the complexity of the instrument and the tension exerted by pedals and levers, strings can
easily go out of tune. Regular tuning checks against the pedal steel guitar tuning chart ensure the
instrument remains in optimal condition. Using electronic tuners alongside the chart improves
precision.

Adjusting Pedal and Lever Mechanisms

Maintaining the mechanical integrity of pedals and knee levers is crucial. Proper adjustment ensures
that pitch changes occur smoothly and accurately as indicated on the tuning chart. Players should
periodically inspect linkages, adjust string lengths, and calibrate pedal throw distances to match chart
specifications.

String Selection and Replacement

Choosing the correct string gauges and replacing worn strings also affect tuning stability and tone.
The tuning chart often recommends specific string gauges for each string number, assisting players in
maintaining consistent sound quality and tuning accuracy.



Environmental Considerations

Temperature and humidity changes can influence tuning stability. While the pedal steel guitar tuning
chart provides the ideal pitches, players should be aware of environmental factors and make
necessary adjustments to maintain tuning integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a pedal steel guitar tuning chart?

A pedal steel guitar tuning chart is a diagram or reference guide that shows the standard tunings for
the strings of a pedal steel guitar, including how pedals and knee levers change the pitch of certain
strings.

What is the most common tuning for a pedal steel guitar?

The most common tuning for a pedal steel guitar is the E9 tuning, often used in country and western
music. It typically consists of 10 strings tuned to a specific set of notes that allow for a wide range of
chords and sounds.

How do pedals and knee levers affect the tuning on a pedal
steel guitar?

Pedals and knee levers mechanically raise or lower the pitch of specific strings, effectively changing
their tuning to enable smooth chord transitions and complex musical expressions without retuning the
instrument manually.

Where can | find a reliable pedal steel guitar tuning chart
online?

Reliable pedal steel guitar tuning charts can be found on websites dedicated to pedal steel guitar
education, such as steelguitarforum.com, or through instructional sites like Steel Guitar Academy and
various YouTube tutorial channels.

Are there alternative tunings for pedal steel guitars besides
E9?

Yes, besides the common E9 tuning, many pedal steel players use C6 tuning, which is popular for jazz
and western swing styles. Some players also use Nashville E9 or universal tunings that combine
elements of both.

How can a tuning chart help beginners learn the pedal steel
guitar?

A tuning chart helps beginners understand the layout of strings, their open notes, and how pedals and



levers modify the pitch, providing a visual and practical reference to learn scales, chords, and proper
pedal combinations.

Can | customize my pedal steel guitar tuning using a tuning
chart?

Yes, tuning charts can serve as a starting point, but many players customize their pedal and lever
settings and string tunings to suit their playing style, musical preferences, or to make certain chord
voicings easier to play.

What are the standard string gauges for a pedal steel guitar
tuning?

Standard string gauges for pedal steel guitars vary depending on the tuning and player preference,
but for E9 tuning, gauges often range from .012 to .042 for the 10 strings to provide the right balance
of tone and tension.

Additional Resources

1. The Complete Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Guide

This comprehensive guide covers all the essential pedal steel guitar tunings used by professionals. It

includes detailed charts for E9, C6, and many alternate tunings, along with explanations on how each
tuning affects playability and tonal options. Beginners and experienced players alike will find valuable
insights into optimizing their instrument’s setup.

2. Mastering E9 Tuning on the Pedal Steel Guitar

Focused exclusively on the popular E9 tuning, this book breaks down each string and pedal function
to help players achieve fluid melodies and chord changes. It contains exercises, tuning charts, and
tips for maintaining perfect intonation. A must-have for players wanting to specialize in country and
western styles.

3. The Pedal Steel Guitar Handbook: Tuning and Technique

This handbook combines tuning charts with playing techniques, making it a well-rounded resource for
learners. It explains the mechanics behind pedal and lever adjustments and how different tunings
influence musical expression. The book also offers guidance on customizing tunings for different
genres.

4. Exploring C6 Tuning: A Pedal Steel Guitar Approach

Dedicated to the versatile C6 tuning, this book explores its rich harmonic possibilities, ideal for jazz
and Western swing. Detailed chord charts and tuning diagrams help players master the layout of this
tuning. The author includes practical tips for switching between C6 and E9 tunings seamlessly.

5. Alternate Tunings for Pedal Steel Guitar Players

This volume introduces various less-common pedal steel tunings, expanding a player’s tonal palette.
It explains the pros and cons of each tuning, complete with charts and examples of songs that utilize
them. The book encourages experimentation and customization for personalized sound.

6. Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning Charts and Maintenance Tips



Alongside extensive tuning charts, this book provides advice on maintaining your pedal steel guitar’s
tuning stability. It covers string selection, pedal setup, and common tuning problems with solutions.
Ideal for players who want to keep their instrument performing at its best.

7. The Art of Double-Neck Pedal Steel Tuning

This specialized book focuses on double-neck pedal steel guitars, detailing tuning configurations for
both E9 and C6 necks. It offers tuning charts, setup tips, and strategies for transitioning between
necks during performance. A valuable resource for advanced players and professionals.

8. Pedal Steel Guitar Tuning for Beginners

Designed for novices, this book simplifies the complex topic of pedal steel tunings with clear, easy-to-
follow charts and explanations. It introduces basic tunings and gradually builds up to more advanced
setups. The approachable style helps new players build confidence quickly.

9. Innovative Pedal Steel Tunings and Soundscapes

Exploring creative and modern pedal steel tunings, this book encourages players to push boundaries
and develop unique sounds. It features tuning charts alongside examples of experimental music
styles. This book is perfect for musicians looking to innovate beyond traditional pedal steel sounds.
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