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ovation guitar models history traces the evolution of one of the most innovative and recognizable brands in
the world of acoustic guitars. Since its inception in the 1960s, Ovation has been synonymous with unique
design, cutting-edge technology, and a distinctive sound that has attracted musicians from various genres.
This article delves into the rich legacy of Ovation guitar models, highlighting key developments,
technological breakthroughs, and the impact these instruments have had on the music industry. From the
pioneering use of synthetic materials to the introduction of advanced pickup systems, the Ovation guitar
models history reveals a story of continuous innovation and adaptation. Readers will gain insights into the
various model lines, their distinctive features, and the company’s commitment to quality craftsmanship.
The comprehensive overview also examines how Ovation guitars have remained relevant over decades,
influencing both professional artists and hobbyists alike. Following this introduction, the article is structured
into detailed sections covering the origins, major model families, technological advancements, and their
cultural significance.
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The Origins of Ovation Guitars
The story of Ovation guitars begins in the early 1960s with the vision of Charles Kaman, an aerospace
engineer who sought to revolutionize the acoustic guitar market. Kaman’s background in aviation led him
to apply composite materials and innovative design principles to musical instruments. This marked a
significant departure from traditional wooden acoustic guitars. The company was officially founded in 1965,
and the name "Ovation" was chosen to reflect the brand’s commitment to excellence and performance. The
core idea was to create guitars that would not only sound great but also overcome common issues like
feedback and durability. Ovation’s pioneering use of a rounded, composite back and a unique soundhole
design set the foundation for its future success. This blend of engineering and artistry quickly positioned
Ovation guitars as a distinctive choice for musicians seeking modern alternatives to classic acoustic
instruments.



Early Ovation Guitar Models
The initial lineup of Ovation guitars showcased the company’s innovative spirit and willingness to
challenge convention. The first model to hit the market was the Ovation Legend, launched in the
mid-1960s. This guitar featured a groundbreaking Lyrachord composite bowl-shaped back, which enhanced
projection and reduced feedback. Early models also incorporated thin wooden tops made from premium
tonewoods, combined with synthetic materials for the body. The introduction of the Ovation Adamas series
in the late 1960s further established the brand’s reputation for superior craftsmanship and tonal quality.

Ovation Legend
The Ovation Legend was the company’s flagship model and exemplified the brand’s unique approach to
acoustic guitar design. Its composite back was lightweight yet strong, providing players with enhanced
comfort and resilience. The rounded back design contributed to a more focused sound projection and
improved feedback resistance during amplified performances. The Legend was favored by numerous
professional musicians for its reliability and distinctive tonal character.

Ovation Adamas
Introduced as a premium model, the Adamas series featured a multi-soundhole design and was notable for
using spruce or cedar tops paired with the signature composite bowl back. The unusual soundhole
configuration altered the tonal response, offering a brighter and more balanced sound. This model quickly
became a favorite among studio musicians and live performers seeking clarity and versatility.

Technological Innovations in Ovation Guitars
Ovation guitars are renowned for their technological advancements that differentiate them from traditional
acoustic guitars. The company’s dedication to innovation is evident in several key features that have shaped
the brand’s identity over the years. These innovations include the use of synthetic materials, unique body
designs, and proprietary electronic systems that enhance sound quality and playability. These technological
breakthroughs have allowed Ovation guitars to maintain a competitive edge and appeal to a wide range of
players.

Lyrachord Composite Backs
The use of Lyrachord composite material for the guitar’s bowl-shaped back was a groundbreaking
development. Unlike conventional wooden backs, the Lyrachord material is a fiberglass composite that
offers superior strength, resistance to environmental changes, and enhanced acoustic properties. This design
reduces feedback during amplified performances and provides a distinctive tonal character that is both
warm and clear.



Multi-Soundhole Design
Ovation introduced innovative soundhole designs, including multiple smaller soundholes arranged on the
upper bouts of the guitar rather than a single central hole. This configuration not only improved the
instrument’s aesthetic appeal but also modified the resonance and projection, resulting in a unique tonal
balance favored by many professional guitarists.

Pickup Systems
Another significant innovation in Ovation guitar models history is the development of advanced onboard
electronics. The company was among the first to integrate active piezo pickups and preamps within
acoustic guitars, allowing for superior amplification without compromising the instrument’s natural tone.
These systems often included controls for volume, tone, and notch filtering to minimize feedback, making
Ovation guitars highly suitable for live performances and recording environments.

Popular Ovation Guitar Model Lines
Over the decades, Ovation has released numerous guitar models catering to varying player preferences and
musical styles. These models range from entry-level instruments to high-end professional guitars, each
incorporating the brand’s signature design elements and innovations. Understanding the major model lines
provides insight into the breadth and depth of Ovation’s contributions to the guitar industry.

Ovation Legend Series: The original series that established the brand’s reputation for innovation and1.
quality.

Ovation Adamas Series: Premium models featuring multi-soundhole designs and superior tonewoods.2.

Ovation Celebrity Series: Mid-range guitars offering excellent playability and value, popular among3.
intermediate players.

Ovation Elite Series: Professional-grade guitars combining advanced electronics with refined4.
craftsmanship.

Ovation Applause Series: Budget-friendly models designed for beginners and casual players,5.
maintaining key Ovation features.

Each of these series reflects different stages of the company’s evolution and caters to diverse market
segments, ensuring that Ovation guitars remain accessible to a wide audience.



Ovation Guitars in Popular Culture
Ovation guitars have had a significant presence in popular music, embraced by numerous famous artists
across genres such as rock, folk, country, and pop. Their distinctive sound and innovative design have made
them a preferred choice for studio recordings and live performances alike. The brand’s visibility in popular
culture has contributed to its enduring reputation and commercial success.

Famous Musicians Using Ovation Guitars
Many renowned artists have favored Ovation guitars, including Glen Campbell, who helped popularize the
brand during the 1960s and 1970s. Other notable musicians include Paul Simon, Melissa Etheridge, and
Rory Gallagher, all of whom have utilized Ovation instruments to achieve their signature sounds. The
guitars’ ability to deliver clear, amplified acoustic tones with minimal feedback has made them especially
popular among touring professionals.

Impact on Live Performance and Recording
Ovation guitars’ feedback-resistant design and onboard electronics revolutionized live acoustic performances.
These features allowed musicians to achieve pristine sound quality in amplified settings without the
common issues faced by traditional acoustic guitars. The brand’s contributions have influenced the
development of acoustic-electric guitar technology industry-wide, setting standards that many other
manufacturers have followed.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the first Ovation guitar model introduced?
The first Ovation guitar model was introduced in 1966, revolutionizing acoustic guitar design with its
innovative rounded back and use of synthetic materials.

What is unique about the Ovation guitar body design?
Ovation guitars are known for their distinctive rounded, composite Lyrachord back, which enhances
projection and reduces feedback compared to traditional wooden backs.

Which Ovation guitar model became most popular among professional
musicians?
The Ovation Adamas series, introduced in the late 1970s, became highly popular due to its high-quality
materials, innovative design, and superior sound projection.



How did Ovation guitars influence acoustic guitar manufacturing?
Ovation guitars were pioneers in using synthetic materials and innovative body shapes, influencing the
industry to explore new materials and designs for improved sound and durability.

Are there any notable artists associated with Ovation guitars?
Yes, famous artists like Glen Campbell, Paul McCartney, and Melissa Etheridge have been known to use
Ovation guitars, helping to popularize the brand worldwide.

Additional Resources
1. Ovation Guitars: A Comprehensive History
This book offers an in-depth look at the evolution of Ovation guitars from their inception in the 1960s to the
present day. It covers the technological innovations that set Ovation apart, including their unique rounded
back design and use of composite materials. Filled with rare photographs and interviews with key
designers, it is a must-read for enthusiasts and historians alike.

2. The Ovation Story: Innovations in Acoustic Guitar Design
Focusing on the groundbreaking design elements introduced by Ovation, this book explores how the brand
revolutionized acoustic guitar construction. It delves into the development of the Lyrachord back and the
impact of these designs on sound quality and playability. The narrative is supported by detailed technical
diagrams and first-hand accounts from musicians.

3. Ovation Guitars Through the Decades
This title chronicles the changes in Ovation guitar models across each decade, highlighting key releases and
their cultural significance. It discusses how Ovation adapted to shifting musical trends and player demands
over time. The book includes extensive model catalogs and price guides, making it a valuable resource for
collectors.

4. Legends of Ovation: Iconic Models and Players
Focusing on the most famous Ovation guitar models and the artists who helped popularize them, this book
showcases the intersection of craftsmanship and celebrity. Profiles of legendary musicians and their
preferred Ovation guitars provide insight into the brand’s impact on popular music. Richly illustrated with
concert photos and memorabilia, it celebrates Ovation’s legacy.

5. Ovation Guitar Manufacturing: Behind the Scenes
This work takes readers inside the Ovation factory to reveal the meticulous processes involved in crafting
their guitars. It covers the blend of traditional luthiery and modern manufacturing techniques that define
Ovation’s production. Interviews with factory workers and engineers provide a unique perspective on
quality control and innovation.



6. The Collector’s Guide to Ovation Guitars
Designed for enthusiasts and collectors, this guide details the identification, valuation, and restoration of
Ovation guitars. It covers rare models, limited editions, and the nuances that affect a guitar’s collectibility.
Tips on maintenance and buying strategies make this an essential handbook for anyone looking to invest in
Ovation instruments.

7. Ovation and the Rise of the Roundback Acoustic
This book examines how Ovation’s introduction of the roundback acoustic guitar changed the industry
standard. It explores the acoustic properties, player feedback, and market reception that followed this
innovation. The narrative also traces the influence of this design on other manufacturers and modern guitar
design trends.

8. Electrifying Ovation: The Evolution of Ovation Amplified Guitars
Focusing on Ovation’s advancements in electric and amplified acoustic guitars, this book charts the brand’s
journey into the world of amplified sound. It details the development of onboard electronics, pickups, and
amplification systems that enhanced performance versatility. Musicians’ testimonials highlight the practical
benefits and challenges of these innovations.

9. The Ovation Legacy: From Workshop to Worldwide Recognition
This comprehensive biography of the Ovation brand tells the story of its founder and the company’s rise to
global fame. It explores the business decisions, marketing strategies, and cultural moments that shaped
Ovation’s identity. The book combines corporate history with personal stories from employees and artists,
providing a well-rounded portrait of the company’s impact.
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