original story of the three little pigs

original story of the three little pigs is a classic folk tale that has been passed down through
generations, captivating audiences with its simple yet powerful narrative. This story, often told to
children, illustrates themes of hard work, preparation, and resilience through the adventures of
three pig siblings who each build their own house. While many are familiar with the modern
retellings, the original story of the three little pigs holds unique elements and a distinct moral lesson
that enrich its cultural significance. This article explores the origins, plot, variations, and lasting
impact of the tale, providing a comprehensive understanding of this timeless narrative. Readers will
gain insight into how the story evolved and why it remains relevant in storytelling traditions
worldwide. The following sections will delve into the origins, the detailed narrative, symbolic
meanings, and the story's adaptation over time.
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e Plot and Characters of the Three Little Pigs
e Symbolism and Moral Lessons
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e Cultural Impact and Legacy

Origins of the Original Story

The original story of the three little pigs traces back to European folklore, with its earliest known
printed versions appearing in the 19th century. The tale was popularized by Joseph Jacobs, a
folklorist who included it in his 1890 collection "English Fairy Tales." Jacobs’ version helped
standardize the narrative, but the story itself likely existed in oral tradition long before this
publication. The story reflects common folk themes such as the importance of diligence and the
consequences of laziness, which were prevalent in rural communities. Additionally, the tale’s
structure aligns with the classic "rule of three," a storytelling technique that uses triads to create
rhythm and memorability. Understanding the origins provides context for the story’s enduring
appeal and its role in moral education throughout history.

Historical Context

The three little pigs story emerged during a period when oral storytelling was a primary form of
entertainment and moral instruction. It encapsulated practical wisdom for children in agrarian
societies, emphasizing preparation against natural and social threats, symbolized by the wolf. The
narrative also reflects societal values of the time, where industriousness was rewarded, and
shortcuts were penalized. These historical elements are foundational to the story’s message.



Folklore Traditions

This tale fits within the broader category of European fables and fairy tales that personify animals to
teach lessons. The use of pigs and a wolf draws from traditional symbolism where pigs represent
innocence and the wolf danger or cunning. Such anthropomorphism allowed storytellers to convey
lessons in a relatable yet imaginative manner. The original story of the three little pigs thus serves
as an example of how folklore utilizes animal characters to encode cultural values.

Plot and Characters of the Three Little Pigs

The original story of the three little pigs centers on three pig siblings who each decide to build their
own homes to protect themselves from a hungry wolf. Each pig selects a different building material,
resulting in varying levels of security and durability. The wolf attempts to blow down their houses in
order to catch them, leading to a dramatic interaction that emphasizes the importance of careful
planning and hard work. The characters and plot offer a straightforward yet engaging narrative that
has been widely retold and adapted.

The Three Pigs

The three pigs are typically characterized by their approach to building their houses. The first pig
builds a house of straw, the second constructs one with sticks, and the third builds a sturdy house of
bricks. These choices symbolize varying degrees of effort and foresight:

 First pig: Represents haste and lack of diligence, choosing the easiest but weakest material.

e Second pig: Shows moderate effort, selecting sticks which offer some protection but are not
very durable.

e Third pig: Embodies patience, perseverance, and wisdom by building a solid brick house.

The Big Bad Wolf

The antagonist, often called the Big Bad Wolf, is a cunning and persistent predator who attempts to
destroy the pigs' houses by blowing them down. He symbolizes external threats and challenges that
require preparedness and resilience to overcome. His repeated failure against the brick house
underscores the story's moral.

Summary of the Plot

The wolf first approaches the straw house and blows it down easily, forcing the first pig to flee to the
second pig’s stick house. After succeeding there, the wolf moves on to the brick house but fails to
destroy it despite his efforts. Eventually, the wolf’s attempts to enter the brick house through the
chimney backfire, and he is defeated, securing the pigs’ safety. This sequence highlights cause and
effect, illustrating that hard work leads to protection and success.



Symbolism and Moral Lessons

The original story of the three little pigs carries rich symbolism and conveys clear moral lessons that
have contributed to its popularity. Beyond the surface narrative, the tale offers insights into human
behavior, values, and societal expectations.

Symbolic Elements

The materials used by the pigs symbolize different attitudes towards work and responsibility:

e Straw: Represents laziness and taking shortcuts.
¢ Sticks: Symbolizes moderate effort but insufficient commitment.

e Bricks: Stands for diligence, patience, and foresight.

The wolf symbolizes danger, adversity, or even deception, emphasizing the need to be prepared for
life's challenges.

Key Moral Lessons

The story teaches several important lessons, including:

1. Hard work pays off: The pig who builds the brick house succeeds due to his effort.
2. Preparation is crucial: Being prepared protects against threats and difficulties.

3. Shortcuts bring consequences: The pigs who opt for quick solutions suffer setbacks.

These morals have contributed to the tale’s use in educational contexts, reinforcing values deemed
essential for personal development.

Variations and Adaptations

Over time, the original story of the three little pigs has undergone numerous adaptations and
variations across cultures and media. These changes often reflect contemporary values or aim to
entertain different audiences while preserving the core message.

Literary and Cultural Variations

Different versions of the tale exist worldwide, each with unique twists. Some variations depict the
pigs as more cooperative, while others introduce new characters or alter the ending. Certain
versions soften the wolf’s role or emphasize humor and creativity, reflecting evolving societal



attitudes. These variations demonstrate the story’s flexibility and broad appeal.

Modern Adaptations

The story has been adapted into various formats, including cartoons, books, theater, and films.
Modern retellings often include:

e Expanded character development
e Environmental or social themes
¢ Interactive elements for children

e Humorous or satirical takes on the original plot

These adaptations help keep the story relevant and engaging for new generations, showcasing its
enduring cultural significance.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The original story of the three little pigs has left a lasting legacy in literature and popular culture. Its
simple yet profound narrative has influenced countless works and remains a staple in children’s
storytelling worldwide. The tale’s themes continue to resonate, making it a valuable tool for teaching
important life lessons.

Influence on Storytelling

The story exemplifies effective narrative techniques, such as repetition, the rule of three, and clear
moral messaging. It has inspired numerous authors and creators to develop stories that combine
entertainment with education. Moreover, its characters and motifs have become iconic symbols
recognizable across cultures.

Educational Use

Educators frequently use the tale to introduce concepts of responsibility, critical thinking, and
problem-solving. The story’s straightforward plot and memorable characters make it an excellent
resource for teaching young learners about cause and effect, decision-making, and the value of
perseverance.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the original story of the Three Little Pigs?

The original story of the Three Little Pigs is a classic fairy tale about three pigs who each build a
house out of different materials: straw, sticks, and bricks. A big bad wolf comes and tries to blow
each house down. He succeeds with the straw and stick houses but fails to destroy the brick house,
teaching a lesson about hard work and perseverance.

Who wrote the original Three Little Pigs story?

The story of the Three Little Pigs is a traditional folk tale with unknown origins. It was popularized
in written form by Joseph Jacobs in his 1890 collection "English Fairy Tales."

What materials did the three pigs use to build their houses in
the original story?

In the original story, the three little pigs built their houses out of straw, sticks (or wood), and bricks,
respectively.

What is the main moral of the original Three Little Pigs story?

The main moral of the story is that hard work and careful planning (as shown by the pig who built
the brick house) lead to success and safety, whereas taking shortcuts (like building with straw or
sticks) can lead to failure.

How does the wolf try to get into the pigs' houses in the
original tale?

The wolf tries to get into the pigs' houses by blowing them down with his breath. He is able to blow
down the straw and stick houses but fails to blow down the brick house.

Are there any differences between the original Three Little
Pigs story and modern versions?

Yes, modern versions sometimes add more details, change the characters’ personalities, or have
different endings. Some versions make the pigs more clever or the wolf less threatening, but the
core theme of hard work remains.

What cultural significance does the original Three Little Pigs
story hold?

The story is a popular folk tale that teaches children about the value of diligence, resilience, and
making wise choices. It has been passed down through generations and remains a staple in Western
children’s literature.

Has the original story of the Three Little Pigs been adapted



into other media?

Yes, the Three Little Pigs story has been adapted into numerous films, cartoons, books, and plays,
including the famous 1933 Disney animated short film, which helped popularize the tale in modern
culture.

Additional Resources

1. The Three Little Pigs

This classic tale follows three pig siblings who each build their own houses—one of straw, one of
sticks, and one of bricks. When a hungry wolf comes to huff and puff, only the brick house stands
firm. The story teaches lessons about hard work, preparation, and resilience.

2. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka

Told from the wolf’s perspective, this humorous retelling challenges the traditional narrative. The
wolf claims he was merely trying to borrow a cup of sugar and was misunderstood. This book invites
readers to question the reliability of narrators and consider multiple viewpoints.

3. The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas

In this twist on the original, three little wolves build houses to protect themselves from a big bad pig
who tries to blow them down. The story reverses roles and explores themes of cleverness and
perseverance, offering a fun and unexpected variation.

4. Wolf! Wolf! by Becky Bloom

This book presents a modern twist where the wolf is misunderstood and wants to make friends with
the pigs. It emphasizes themes of empathy, friendship, and looking beyond first impressions,
encouraging children to be kind and open-minded.

5. The Three Ninja Pigs by Corey Rosen Schwartz

In this action-packed retelling, the pigs are trained ninjas who use their skills to outsmart the wolf.
Combining martial arts and classic storytelling, this version adds excitement and humor while
teaching the value of teamwork and courage.

6. The Three Little Javelinas by Susan Lowell

Set in the American Southwest, this adaptation features three little javelinas who build their homes
out of cactus, adobe, and bricks. The story incorporates regional culture and introduces children to
new settings while retaining the core themes of the original tale.

7. The Three Little Pigs and the Somewhat Bad Wolf by Mark Teague

This playful retelling portrays the wolf as “somewhat bad” rather than truly evil, adding complexity
to his character. The pigs attempt to work with the wolf, leading to humorous situations and a
message about understanding and forgiveness.

8. The Three Little Pigs: An Architectural Tale by Steven Guarnaccia

This book creatively explores the architectural styles of the pigs’ houses, blending art and
storytelling. It offers educational insights into building materials and design, making it a perfect
blend of creativity and learning.

9. Big Wolf & Little Wolf by Nadine Brun-Cosme
Though not a direct retelling, this touching story about two wolves explores friendship, differences,



and acceptance. Its gentle narrative and beautiful illustrations resonate with the themes of
community and understanding found in the original three little pigs story.
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