
one of these days by gabriel garcia marquez

summary

one of these days by gabriel garcia marquez summary presents a compelling exploration of power,

justice, and social tension through a brief yet impactful narrative. This story, written by the celebrated

Colombian author Gabriel Garcia Marquez, encapsulates the conflict between authority figures and the

common people within a small town setting. The summary of "One of These Days" reveals the subtle

but potent confrontation between a dentist and the mayor, reflecting broader themes of resistance and

dignity. Understanding this story involves examining its plot, characters, themes, and literary devices,

which contribute to its enduring significance in Latin American literature. This article offers a detailed

one of these days by gabriel garcia marquez summary, breaking down essential elements of the

narrative. Readers will gain insight into the story’s context, symbolism, and the author’s stylistic

approach, making it an invaluable resource for students and enthusiasts alike.
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Plot Overview of One of These Days

The plot of "One of These Days" revolves around a tense encounter in a small town’s dentist office,

where the mayor arrives seeking urgent dental treatment. The story unfolds in a brief but gripping

manner, highlighting the strained relationship between the local government and the populace. The

mayor suffers from a severe toothache and demands immediate extraction, but the dentist, a figure of

quiet resistance, refuses to provide treatment without payment. This interaction intensifies as the

dentist eventually agrees to extract the tooth, but not without asserting his own form of justice.

Sequence of Events

The narrative follows a straightforward but effective sequence:

The mayor unexpectedly visits the dentist's office early in the morning.

He demands the extraction of a painful tooth despite the dentist's initial reluctance.

The dentist insists on payment before proceeding, underscoring the power dynamics at play.

The mayor reacts with anger but ultimately submits to the dentist’s authority.

The tooth is extracted, symbolizing a moment of victory for the oppressed.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Understanding the characters in "One of These Days" is essential for grasping the story’s underlying

tension and thematic resonance. The story features a minimal cast, focusing almost exclusively on the

interaction between the dentist and the mayor.



The Dentist

The dentist embodies the voice of the common people and resistance against corruption and abuse of

power. He is portrayed as firm, principled, and unyielding, refusing to be intimidated by the mayor’s

authority. His insistence on receiving payment before treatment reflects his assertion of autonomy and

dignity in the face of oppression.

The Mayor

The mayor represents the corrupt and authoritarian figure who wields power without accountability. His

aggressive demand for immediate dental care exposes his sense of entitlement. Despite his official

position, the mayor's vulnerability is highlighted by his physical pain, making his confrontation with the

dentist a metaphor for the broader social conflict.

Themes and Symbolism in the Story

"One of These Days" is rich with themes and symbolism that enhance its meaning beyond the surface

narrative. These elements contribute to the story’s depth and its critique of political and social issues.

Power and Authority

The story scrutinizes the dynamics of power between the ruling elite and the common citizen. The

mayor’s position contrasts with the dentist’s moral authority, questioning the legitimacy of political

power when disconnected from justice and fairness.

Justice and Revenge

The dentist’s refusal to treat the mayor without payment symbolizes a form of justice or retribution. It

suggests that even those who appear powerless can challenge oppressive systems, emphasizing the



theme of resistance.

Social Inequality

The interaction between the two characters highlights social stratification and the tensions it breeds.

The mayor’s arrogance and the dentist’s quiet defiance represent the broader societal divide between

the privileged and the disenfranchised.

Symbolism of the Tooth Extraction

The act of extracting the tooth serves as a powerful metaphor. It symbolizes the removal of decay or

corruption, reflecting the possibility of cleansing societal ills through acts of courage and integrity.

Literary Style and Techniques

Gabriel Garcia Marquez employs a concise and impactful style in "One of These Days," using minimal

dialogue and description to create tension and convey complex themes. His use of realism combined

with symbolic undertones is characteristic of his broader literary approach.

Use of Dialogue

The dialogue is sparse yet charged, revealing character traits and underlying conflicts without

excessive exposition. The dentist’s brief but firm responses contrast with the mayor’s demanding tone,

emphasizing their opposing stances.

Imagery and Tone

The story’s tone is tense and somber, with vivid imagery that captures the oppressive atmosphere of



the small town and the strained relationship between its inhabitants. Marquez’s descriptive language

evokes a sense of unease and anticipation.

Symbolic Elements

Marquez integrates symbolism seamlessly, using everyday objects like the dentist’s tools and the

extracted tooth to represent larger ideas about society and power. This technique enriches the

narrative and invites deeper analysis.

Context and Author Background

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, a Nobel laureate and one of Latin America’s most influential writers, often

explores themes of political oppression, social injustice, and human resilience. "One of These Days"

reflects his commitment to portraying the realities of life in Colombia and the broader region during

times of turmoil.

Historical and Political Context

The story was written during a period marked by political unrest and authoritarian governance in Latin

America. The conflict between the mayor and the dentist mirrors real tensions between corrupt officials

and ordinary citizens seeking justice.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s Literary Influence

Marquez is renowned for his mastery of magical realism, though "One of These Days" leans more

toward realism with symbolic undertones. His ability to blend political critique with compelling

storytelling has cemented his status as a key figure in world literature.



Significance and Impact of the Story

"One of These Days" holds a significant place in Latin American literature due to its powerful

commentary on social and political issues. The story’s brevity belies its depth, making it a popular

choice for academic study and literary analysis.

Educational Importance

The story is frequently included in curricula focusing on Latin American literature, political themes, and

narrative techniques. It serves as an accessible entry point for discussions about power dynamics and

moral courage.

Legacy and Reception

Critics and readers alike have praised the story for its incisive portrayal of authority and resistance. Its

enduring relevance speaks to the universality of its themes and the skill of Gabriel Garcia Marquez as

a storyteller.

Key Takeaways

Illustrates the conflict between oppressive power and individual resistance.

Uses symbolism to deepen the narrative’s social critique.

Exemplifies Marquez’s concise and impactful literary style.

Reflects historical political tensions in Latin America.

Remains a vital work for understanding themes of justice and dignity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'One of These Days' by Gabriel Garcia

Marquez?

'One of These Days' explores themes of power, justice, revenge, and social inequality, highlighting the

tension between the oppressed and those in authority.

Who are the central characters in 'One of These Days'?

The central characters are the town dentist, Aurelio Escovar, and the mayor of the town, who is

suffering from a painful toothache.

What is the setting of 'One of These Days'?

The story is set in a small, unnamed town in Colombia, reflecting the social and political tensions of

the time.

What conflict drives the plot in 'One of These Days'?

The conflict arises when the mayor comes to the dentist for treatment, despite their tense and hostile

relationship, highlighting issues of power and resentment.

How does the dentist respond to the mayor's request for a tooth

extraction?

The dentist agrees to extract the mayor's tooth but refuses to charge him, asserting his moral stance

and subtly exacting revenge for past grievances.



What is the significance of the dentist's refusal to charge the mayor?

The refusal symbolizes a form of quiet resistance and justice, showing the dentist's power despite his

lower social status.

How does 'One of These Days' reflect Gabriel Garcia Marquez's style?

The story showcases Marquez's use of sparse, precise language, and his focus on social issues and

human psychology, typical of his magical realism and political commentary.

What message does 'One of These Days' convey about authority and

corruption?

The story critiques corrupt authority figures and highlights the imbalance of power, suggesting that

those in power are vulnerable despite their position.

Can you provide a brief summary of 'One of These Days' by Gabriel

Garcia Marquez?

'One of These Days' tells the story of a tense encounter between a town dentist and the corrupt mayor

who seeks dental treatment. The dentist extracts the mayor's infected tooth without anesthesia and

refuses to charge him, symbolizing a subtle act of defiance against injustice and abuse of power.

Additional Resources

1. Love in the Time of Cholera

This novel by Gabriel García Márquez explores the enduring power of love through the story of

Fermina Daza and Florentino Ariza, whose romance spans over fifty years. Set in a Caribbean

seaport, the book delves into themes of passion, aging, and the complexities of human relationships.

García Márquez’s magical realism adds depth to this poignant tale of unrequited love and devotion.



2. One Hundred Years of Solitude

A landmark work of magical realism, this novel chronicles the multi-generational story of the Buendía

family in the fictional town of Macondo. It intertwines the personal and political, exploring themes of

time, memory, and solitude. García Márquez’s rich narrative style and mythical elements create a

timeless epic about human nature and history.

3. Chronicle of a Death Foretold

This novella recounts the events leading up to the murder of Santiago Nasar, told through the

perspectives of various townspeople. The story investigates themes of honor, fate, and communal

responsibility, emphasizing the inevitability of the tragedy. García Márquez uses a journalistic tone

combined with magical realism to unravel the mystery behind the foretold death.

4. Leaf Storm

Set in the same fictional town of Macondo, this novella introduces the Buendía family and the arrival of

a mysterious doctor. The story is told through shifting perspectives and explores themes of isolation,

family conflict, and the clash between tradition and change. It serves as a precursor to García

Márquez’s later works, establishing his signature narrative style.

5. Memories of My Melancholy Whores

This novel tells the story of an elderly journalist who decides to celebrate his 90th birthday by sleeping

with a young virgin. It’s a reflective and tender exploration of love, desire, and loneliness in old age.

García Márquez blends melancholy with humor, providing insights into the human condition and the

passage of time.

6. No One Writes to the Colonel

The story follows an aging, impoverished colonel who waits in vain for a pension promised by the

government. Set against the backdrop of political unrest, the novella deals with themes of hope,

despair, and dignity. García Márquez’s sparse prose captures the colonel’s resilience and the harsh

realities of life.

7. Strange Pilgrims



This collection of twelve short stories portrays Latin American characters living or traveling in Europe,

exploring themes of exile, identity, and cultural displacement. Each story is marked by García

Márquez’s characteristic magical realism and deep humanism. The tales examine the bittersweet

experiences of borders and belonging.

8. In Evil Hour

Set in a small Colombian town, this novel depicts the social and political turmoil caused by anonymous

pamphlets that expose the townspeople’s secrets. The narrative explores themes of violence, gossip,

and moral decay. García Márquez uses a suspenseful and evocative style to reveal the destructive

power of rumor and fear.

9. Living to Tell the Tale

This memoir by García Márquez offers an intimate look at his early life, family, and the experiences

that shaped his literary voice. It provides insight into his creative process and the cultural context of his

works. The book is a blend of personal history and storytelling, illuminating the origins of his magical

realist style.
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