
omega psi phi history

omega psi phi history traces the origins and development of one of the most prominent historically
African American fraternities in the United States. Founded in the early 20th century, Omega Psi Phi
has played a significant role in the cultural, educational, and social advancement of African
American men. This article explores the fraternity’s founding principles, key milestones, notable
members, and its enduring impact on communities across the nation. Understanding the omega psi
phi history offers insight into the fraternity’s commitment to scholarship, leadership, and service.
The rich legacy of Omega Psi Phi highlights its contributions to civil rights, education, and
community development. This comprehensive overview will delve into the fraternity’s origins,
growth, programs, and notable achievements, providing a full picture of its historical significance.
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Founding and Early Years

The Establishment at Howard University
Omega Psi Phi fraternity was founded on November 17, 1911, at Howard University in Washington,
D.C. The founders, often referred to as the "Four Founders," were Dr. Ernest Everett Just, Professor
Oscar James Cooper, Dr. Frank Coleman, and Bishop Edgar Amos Love. These men were scholars
and leaders who sought to establish a fraternity that emphasized academic excellence, personal
integrity, and community service. The founding of Omega Psi Phi marked a critical moment in the
history of African American Greek-letter organizations, as it was the first fraternity founded at a
historically Black college.

Early Challenges and Growth
During its formative years, Omega Psi Phi faced the challenges common to many African American
organizations during the era of segregation and limited civil rights. Despite these obstacles, the
fraternity rapidly grew, establishing chapters at other universities and fostering a sense of
brotherhood and empowerment. The early years were characterized by the establishment of
organizational traditions, rituals, and a commitment to uplift African American communities through
education and service.



Core Principles and Symbols

The Cardinal Principles
The omega psi phi history is deeply rooted in its cardinal principles: Manhood, Scholarship,
Perseverance, and Uplift. These guiding values define the fraternity’s mission and inform its
activities nationwide. Each principle reflects a commitment to developing well-rounded men who
contribute positively to society. Manhood emphasizes integrity and responsibility, Scholarship
highlights academic achievement, Perseverance encourages resilience in the face of adversity, and
Uplift focuses on community improvement and service.

Fraternity Symbols and Traditions
Omega Psi Phi is rich with symbols that represent its values and heritage. The fraternity’s emblem
features the Greek letters ΩΨΦ, and its colors are royal purple and old gold. The fraternity’s mascot,
the bulldog, symbolizes determination and strength. Rituals and ceremonies—including the initiation
rites—have been carefully maintained to preserve the fraternity’s legacy and foster unity among
members. Additionally, Omega Psi Phi has a distinct motto: “Friendship is Essential to the Soul,”
emphasizing the importance of brotherhood.

Colors: Royal Purple and Old Gold

Emblem: Greek Letters ΩΨΦ

Motto: Friendship is Essential to the Soul

Mascot: Bulldog

Cardinal Principles: Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, Uplift

Expansion and National Influence

Growth Across the United States
Following its founding, Omega Psi Phi expanded rapidly, establishing chapters at numerous colleges
and universities throughout the United States. This expansion allowed the fraternity to increase its
influence and support for African American men seeking higher education and leadership
development. By the mid-20th century, Omega Psi Phi had become a nationally recognized
organization with hundreds of chapters in both collegiate and alumni settings.



Role in Civil Rights and Social Change
Omega Psi Phi has played a vital role in civil rights movements and social activism throughout its
history. Members of the fraternity have been active participants and leaders in efforts to dismantle
segregation and promote equality. The fraternity’s emphasis on perseverance and uplift has inspired
members to engage in community organizing, voter registration drives, and advocacy for social
justice. This history of activism continues to shape the fraternity’s mission and programs today.

Notable Members and Contributions

Influential Omega Men
Throughout its history, Omega Psi Phi has counted among its members some of the most influential
African American leaders and pioneers. These individuals have made significant contributions to
various fields including politics, entertainment, sports, education, and civil rights. Notable members
include Langston Hughes, a celebrated poet and social activist; Michael Jordan, an NBA legend; and
Dr. Charles R. Drew, a pioneer in blood plasma research.

Impact on Society and Culture
The contributions of omega psi phi members extend beyond individual achievements to broader
societal impact. The fraternity has fostered leadership that helped shape African American culture
and history. Through mentorship, scholarship programs, and public service, Omega Psi Phi
continues to influence new generations. The legacy of these members enhances the fraternity’s
reputation as a catalyst for positive change and empowerment.

Community Service and Programs

Commitment to Service
Central to the omega psi phi history is its dedication to community service and empowerment. The
fraternity sponsors numerous programs aimed at improving educational opportunities, health
awareness, and economic development within African American communities. These initiatives
reflect the fraternity’s cardinal principles and its ongoing mission to uplift those in need.

Signature Programs and Initiatives
Omega Psi Phi operates a variety of signature programs that address critical issues facing
communities today. Some of the most notable include:

Achievement Week: Celebrating academic and cultural accomplishments of members and



the community.

Talent Hunt Program: Encouraging youth participation in the arts and cultural activities.

Soul Food Dinners: Fundraising events designed to support scholarship funds and
community projects.

Voter Registration Drives: Promoting civic engagement and political awareness.

Health Initiatives: Addressing health disparities through education and outreach campaigns.

These programs underscore the fraternity’s holistic approach to community development and its
enduring legacy of service.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Omega Psi Phi fraternity founded?
Omega Psi Phi fraternity was founded on November 17, 1911.

Who were the founders of Omega Psi Phi?
The founders of Omega Psi Phi were Dr. Ernest Everett Just, Dr. Oscar James Cooper, Professor
Frank Coleman, and Bishop Edgar Amos Love.

Where was Omega Psi Phi founded?
Omega Psi Phi was founded at Howard University in Washington, D.C.

What is the significance of Omega Psi Phi in African American
history?
Omega Psi Phi is significant as the first international fraternal organization founded at a historically
black college, promoting scholarship, perseverance, and uplift among African Americans.

What are the cardinal principles of Omega Psi Phi?
The cardinal principles of Omega Psi Phi are Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift.

How did Omega Psi Phi contribute to civil rights and social
justice?
Members of Omega Psi Phi have historically been involved in civil rights activism, community
service, and promoting social justice through education and advocacy.



What is the historical importance of Omega Psi Phi's
founders?
The founders were prominent African American scholars and leaders who aimed to create a
fraternity that supported academic excellence and community leadership among black men.

How has Omega Psi Phi evolved since its founding?
Since its founding, Omega Psi Phi has grown into an international organization with chapters across
the U.S. and abroad, focusing on leadership development, scholarship, and community service.

What role did Omega Psi Phi play during the Harlem
Renaissance?
During the Harlem Renaissance, Omega Psi Phi members contributed to the cultural, artistic, and
intellectual awakening of African Americans through leadership and scholarship.

What are some notable achievements of Omega Psi Phi
throughout its history?
Notable achievements include extensive scholarship programs, community outreach initiatives, and
producing influential leaders in various fields including medicine, education, and civil rights.

Additional Resources
1. Omega Psi Phi: A Legacy of Brotherhood
This book delves into the founding and evolution of Omega Psi Phi fraternity, highlighting its
commitment to academic excellence, community service, and leadership. It explores the lives of the
four founders and the fraternity’s impact on African American culture and civil rights. Rich with
historical photos and personal anecdotes, it offers readers an intimate look at the brotherhood's
enduring legacy.

2. The History of Omega Psi Phi: The First Greek Letter Fraternity Founded at a Historically Black
College
A comprehensive account of Omega Psi Phi’s origins at Howard University in 1911, this book traces
the fraternity’s growth through decades of social change. It emphasizes the organization’s role in
fostering educational opportunities and social activism. The narrative includes detailed profiles of
prominent members and their contributions to society.

3. Omega Psi Phi and the Civil Rights Movement
This volume examines the fraternity’s pivotal role in the civil rights era, showcasing how its
members organized, led, and participated in efforts to achieve racial equality. It highlights key
figures within Omega Psi Phi who became activists, politicians, and community leaders. The book
sheds light on the fraternity’s ongoing commitment to social justice.

4. Brothers in Arms: The Stories of Omega Psi Phi
Through personal stories and interviews, this book captures the brotherhood and camaraderie that



define Omega Psi Phi. It offers insights into the fraternity’s rituals, traditions, and values, as well as
the lifelong bonds formed among members. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for the fraternity’s
role in shaping individual lives and communities.

5. Omega Psi Phi: Pillars of Strength and Service
Focusing on the fraternity’s dedication to service, this book documents numerous community
projects and initiatives spearheaded by Omega Psi Phi chapters nationwide. It highlights the
organization’s efforts in education, health awareness, and youth mentorship. The narrative
underscores how service remains a cornerstone of the fraternity’s mission.

6. The Founders of Omega Psi Phi: Visionaries of a Brotherhood
This biography-centered book honors the four founders—Bishop Edgar Amos Love, Dr. Oscar James
Cooper, Dr. Frank Coleman, and Professor Ernest Everett Just—detailing their lives, achievements,
and visions. It discusses how their diverse backgrounds and shared values shaped the fraternity’s
principles. The book serves as an inspiring tribute to their enduring influence.

7. Omega Psi Phi in the 21st Century: Tradition and Transformation
Exploring the fraternity’s adaptation to contemporary challenges, this book addresses how Omega
Psi Phi balances tradition with innovation. It covers topics such as technology, leadership
development, and expanding membership diversity. The work highlights ongoing programs that keep
the fraternity relevant and impactful today.

8. Champions of Change: Notable Omega Psi Phi Members and Their Contributions
This collection profiles distinguished Omega Psi Phi members from various fields including politics,
sports, arts, and education. It illustrates how fraternity values have propelled these individuals to
success and influence. The book celebrates the broad impact of Omega Psi Phi brothers on American
society.

9. The Rituals and Symbols of Omega Psi Phi
An in-depth exploration of the fraternity’s unique rituals, symbols, and ceremonies, this book
explains their meanings and significance. It offers historical context and discusses how these
traditions foster unity and identity among members. The work provides a thoughtful look at the
cultural heritage that defines Omega Psi Phi.
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