
oklahoma musical script

oklahoma musical script represents one of the most significant achievements
in American musical theatre history. This iconic script, crafted by
playwright Lynn Riggs and adapted by Rodgers and Hammerstein, combines a
compelling narrative with unforgettable music and dialogue that vividly
portray life in the Oklahoma Territory at the turn of the 20th century. The
oklahoma musical script not only highlights the pioneering spirit of its
characters but also revolutionized the genre by integrating songs and story
in a seamless and natural manner. Understanding the script's origins,
structure, characters, and themes offers valuable insights into its enduring
popularity and influence. This article explores the key elements of the
oklahoma musical script, including its historical background, character
breakdown, musical numbers, and the impact it has had on theatre worldwide.
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Historical Background of the Oklahoma Musical
Script

The oklahoma musical script originated from the 1931 play "Green Grow the
Lilacs" by Lynn Riggs, which was adapted into a musical by the legendary duo
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II in 1943. This transformation marked
a turning point in American musical theatre, as it was one of the first
musicals to fully integrate story, character development, and music. The
script is set in the Oklahoma Territory just before it became a state in
1907, capturing the frontier spirit and the social dynamics of the time.

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s adaptation involved extensive revisions to the
original play, introducing new characters and reshaping the narrative to suit
a musical format. The oklahoma musical script emphasized authenticity in
dialogue and situational storytelling, reflecting the everyday lives and
struggles of settlers. This background contextualizes the script’s narrative
and musical style, which together convey a rich sense of Americana and
optimism.

Structure and Format of the Oklahoma Musical
Script

The structure of the oklahoma musical script is a classic two-act format,
combining dialogue, stage directions, and musical cues to create a cohesive



theatrical experience. The script is meticulously organized to balance spoken
scenes with musical sequences, ensuring smooth transitions that maintain
audience engagement.

Act Breakdown

The first act primarily establishes the setting, characters, and initial
conflicts, while introducing key songs that set the tone. The second act
resolves these conflicts and culminates in dramatic and emotional climaxes,
supported by powerful musical numbers. The script’s pacing is designed to
highlight character development and thematic progression.

Script Elements

The oklahoma musical script includes detailed stage directions that describe
character movements, emotional expressions, and scene changes. These
directions are vital for directors and actors to interpret the playwrights’
vision accurately. Dialogue is written in a style that reflects regional
speech patterns, adding authenticity to the characters and setting.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The oklahoma musical script features a diverse cast of characters, each
contributing to the story’s portrayal of frontier life and interpersonal
relationships. Understanding these roles is essential to appreciating the
script’s depth and complexity.

Curly McLain: The charming cowboy and central protagonist who courts
Laurey Williams.

Laurey Williams: A strong-willed farm girl torn between Curly and Jud.

Jud Fry: The menacing farmhand with unrequited feelings for Laurey.

Ado Annie Carnes: A flirtatious young woman who provides comic relief.

Will Parker: A cowboy and Ado Annie’s suitor, offering a subplot of
romantic pursuit.

Ali Hakim: A traveling salesman who interacts humorously with the main
characters.

These characters are intricately developed through dialogue and song, making
the script a rich tapestry of human emotion and social interaction.

Signature Musical Numbers and Their
Significance

The oklahoma musical script is renowned for its memorable songs, many of
which have become standards in American music. These musical numbers are
carefully woven into the narrative, enhancing character development and
advancing the plot.



Key Songs in the Script

"Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin’" – An optimistic opening number sung by
Curly that sets the hopeful tone.

"The Surrey with the Fringe on Top" – A romantic and playful song
expressing Curly’s affection for Laurey.

"People Will Say We’re in Love" – A duet that explores the complexities
of Curly and Laurey’s relationship.

"Green Grow the Lilacs" – A folk-inspired song that connects to the
musical’s original source material.

"Pore Jud Is Daid" – A haunting and emotional number reflecting Jud’s
tragic fate.

Each song in the oklahoma musical script serves a narrative purpose,
reinforcing themes and emotions while showcasing the talents of performers.

Themes and Symbolism in the Oklahoma Musical
Script

The oklahoma musical script explores several enduring themes that resonate
with audiences, including love, community, identity, and the relationship
between humans and the land. These themes are expressed through dialogue,
character interactions, and musical motifs.

Love and Relationships

Romantic entanglements and the tension between desire and social expectation
are central to the script’s narrative. The characters’ struggles with love
provide dramatic conflict and emotional depth.

Community and Change

The setting of the Oklahoma Territory on the cusp of statehood symbolizes
transition and progress. The script reflects the challenges and hopes of a
community forging a new identity.

Symbolism of the Land

The landscape itself is a powerful symbol, representing opportunity,
hardship, and the connection between people and their environment. This
connection is often highlighted in the musical numbers and stage directions.

Performance Considerations and Script
Adaptations

The oklahoma musical script has been performed worldwide in numerous
productions, each interpreting the material in unique ways. Directors and



performers must consider various factors to effectively bring the script to
life on stage.

Casting and Character Interpretation

Choosing actors who can embody the nuances of the characters is critical. The
script’s language and emotional range require performers skilled in both
acting and singing.

Set and Costume Design

Authentic and creative design choices help convey the historical period and
setting described in the script. These elements support the storytelling and
immerse audiences in the early 1900s frontier atmosphere.

Script Adaptations and Licensing

Over time, some productions have adapted the oklahoma musical script to suit
different audiences or artistic visions. However, maintaining the integrity
of the original text and music is essential to preserving the work’s legacy.
Licensing agreements typically govern the use and modification of the script
in professional and amateur performances.

Maintain original dialogue and lyrics where possible

Respect character arcs and plot structure

Consult official script versions for authorized adaptations

These considerations ensure that the oklahoma musical script continues to
inspire and entertain new generations of theatre enthusiasts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of the Oklahoma musical script?

The Oklahoma musical script tells the story of the romantic relationships and
conflicts between settlers and cowboys in the Oklahoma territory during the
early 1900s, focusing on the love story between Curly McLain and Laurey
Williams.

Who wrote the original Oklahoma musical script?

The original Oklahoma musical script was written by Oscar Hammerstein II,
with music composed by Richard Rodgers.

Where can I find a copy of the Oklahoma musical
script?

Copies of the Oklahoma musical script can be found through licensed
theatrical publishers such as Music Theatre International (MTI) or Samuel
French, as well as in libraries and some online platforms for educational or



performance purposes.

Are there any notable differences between the
original Oklahoma musical script and modern
adaptations?

Modern adaptations of the Oklahoma musical script may include updated
dialogue, changes in staging, or cultural sensitivity adjustments, but
generally retain the core story and songs from the original 1943 production.

Can the Oklahoma musical script be used for school or
community theater performances?

Yes, the Oklahoma musical script is frequently licensed for school and
community theater performances, but you must obtain the proper rights and
permissions from the licensing agencies before production.

What are some of the most famous songs featured in
the Oklahoma musical script?

Some of the most famous songs in the Oklahoma musical script include "Oh,
What a Beautiful Mornin'", "Oklahoma!", "The Surrey with the Fringe on Top",
and "People Will Say We're in Love."

How long is the typical Oklahoma musical script
performance?

A typical performance of the Oklahoma musical script runs approximately 2 to
2.5 hours, including an intermission.

Additional Resources
1. "Oklahoma!: The Creation of an American Musical"
This book explores the origins and development of the iconic musical
"Oklahoma!" by Rodgers and Hammerstein. It delves into the collaboration
between the composer and lyricist, the adaptation from Lynn Riggs' play
"Green Grow the Lilacs," and how the musical revolutionized American theater
with its integration of story, song, and dance. Readers gain insight into the
cultural and historical context that shaped this groundbreaking work.

2. "Rodgers and Hammerstein: A Biography"
A comprehensive biography of the legendary duo Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein II, this book covers their partnership and individual careers. It
provides detailed accounts of their creative process, including their work on
"Oklahoma!" and other famous musicals. The narrative highlights their impact
on Broadway and the evolution of musical theater in the 20th century.

3. "The Making of Oklahoma!: Behind the Scenes of a Classic Musical"
This book offers an in-depth look at the production history of "Oklahoma!"
from its initial conception to its Broadway debut and subsequent revivals. It
includes interviews with cast and crew, production photos, and commentary on
staging, choreography, and musical arrangements. A valuable resource for
theater enthusiasts and students interested in musical theater production.



4. "Green Grow the Lilacs: The Play That Inspired Oklahoma!"
Focusing on Lynn Riggs' original play, this book examines the source material
for "Oklahoma!" It analyzes the themes, characters, and setting of the play
and compares them to the adaptations made in the musical. The book also
explores the cultural significance of the play in Oklahoma history and
American literature.

5. "Musicals of the American Heartland: Oklahoma! and Its Legacy"
This text explores how "Oklahoma!" captures the spirit and struggles of the
American Midwest during the early 20th century. It discusses the musical's
portrayal of community, identity, and pioneering life, and its influence on
subsequent musicals set in similar regions. The book also addresses the
social and political themes embedded within the musical's narrative.

6. "Choreographing Oklahoma!: Agnes de Mille and the Dance Revolution"
Dedicated to Agnes de Mille's innovative choreography in "Oklahoma!," this
book highlights how her work transformed the role of dance in musical
theater. It discusses her integration of ballet and folk dance to advance the
plot and develop characters. The book includes detailed analyses of key dance
sequences and their impact on future productions.

7. "The Rodgers & Hammerstein Encyclopedia"
This comprehensive reference book covers all major works by Rodgers and
Hammerstein, with extensive entries on "Oklahoma!" It provides background
information, production histories, critical interpretations, and details
about songs and characters. Ideal for scholars, students, and fans seeking a
thorough understanding of their musicals.

8. "Oklahoma! on Stage and Screen: Adaptations and Interpretations"
This book traces the various adaptations of "Oklahoma!" including stage
revivals, film versions, and international productions. It analyzes how
different directors and performers have interpreted the material over time,
reflecting changing social attitudes and artistic trends. The book also
discusses the challenges of adapting the musical for different media.

9. "The Lyrics of Oscar Hammerstein II: From Oklahoma! to Carousel"
Focusing on Hammerstein's lyricism, this book examines his poetic style and
storytelling techniques, with particular emphasis on his work in "Oklahoma!"
It explores how his lyrics contribute to character development and emotional
depth within the musical. The book also considers the collaboration between
Hammerstein and Rodgers in crafting memorable songs.
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