
nysdec stormwater design manual

nysdec stormwater design manual is an essential resource for environmental engineers, developers, and
regulatory agencies involved in managing stormwater runoff in New York State. This manual provides
comprehensive guidelines and technical specifications to design stormwater management systems that
comply with New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) regulations. It
covers best management practices (BMPs), design criteria, and maintenance requirements to minimize the
environmental impact of stormwater discharges. Understanding the nysdec stormwater design manual is
crucial for ensuring proper site planning, protecting water quality, and reducing flooding risks. This article
explores the key components of the manual, its regulatory framework, design methodologies, and
implementation strategies. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the manual’s purpose,
structure, and practical applications for stormwater control.

Overview of the NYSDEC Stormwater Design Manual

Regulatory Framework and Compliance Requirements

Stormwater Management Practices and Design Criteria

Technical Guidance for Stormwater Control Measures

Maintenance and Monitoring of Stormwater Systems

Overview of the NYSDEC Stormwater Design Manual
The nysdec stormwater design manual serves as the authoritative guide for designing stormwater
management systems across New York State. It consolidates technical standards and best practices to ensure
that stormwater runoff is effectively controlled to protect water resources. The manual addresses both
quantity and quality aspects of stormwater, aiming to reduce pollutants and manage peak flow rates from
developed sites. It is intended for use by engineers, planners, and municipal officials responsible for site
development and environmental protection.

Purpose and Scope of the Manual
The primary purpose of the manual is to provide a consistent approach for stormwater design that complies
with state regulations and promotes sustainable water resource management. It covers a wide range of
topics including stormwater quantity control, water quality treatment, and erosion prevention. The manual



applies to various types of land development projects, from small-scale residential developments to large
commercial and industrial sites.

Structure and Content
The manual is organized into sections that detail design criteria, recommended practices, and technical
specifications. It includes guidance on selecting appropriate stormwater control measures, sizing and
designing BMPs, and integrating stormwater systems into site planning. Additionally, the manual provides
sample calculations, design examples, and reference tables to assist practitioners in applying the guidelines
effectively.

Regulatory Framework and Compliance Requirements
The nysdec stormwater design manual is closely aligned with New York State environmental regulations
aimed at controlling stormwater pollution and managing runoff. Compliance with these regulations is
mandatory for many development projects and is enforced through permitting processes and inspections.

Relevant State and Federal Regulations
Stormwater management in New York is governed by the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(SPDES) permits, which are consistent with the federal Clean Water Act requirements. The manual
integrates these regulatory frameworks to ensure that stormwater designs meet water quality standards,
reduce pollutant loads, and prevent adverse impacts on surface waters and groundwater.

Permit Requirements and Approval Process
Developers and engineers must submit stormwater pollution prevention plans (SWPPPs) that conform to
the manual’s criteria to obtain necessary permits. The approval process involves review by NYSDEC
officials or delegated municipal agencies, who verify that the proposed designs comply with technical and
environmental standards. Ongoing compliance monitoring and reporting may be required as part of permit
conditions.

Stormwater Management Practices and Design Criteria
The manual outlines a variety of stormwater management practices designed to control runoff quantity and
improve water quality. These practices range from structural BMPs to non-structural approaches aimed at
minimizing impervious surfaces and promoting infiltration.



Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Key BMPs recommended in the manual include detention basins, retention ponds, infiltration trenches,
bioretention cells, green roofs, and permeable pavements. Each BMP is described in detail with design
specifications, performance expectations, and site suitability considerations. The manual emphasizes the use
of multiple BMPs in combination to achieve optimal stormwater management outcomes.

Design Criteria for Stormwater Control Measures
The manual specifies design criteria such as runoff volume reduction targets, peak discharge limits, and
pollutant removal efficiencies. Design parameters are based on local rainfall data, soil characteristics, and
watershed conditions. Hydrologic and hydraulic modeling techniques are recommended to accurately size
and configure stormwater facilities.

Non-Structural Practices
In addition to structural controls, the manual advocates for non-structural measures like preserving natural
drainage features, minimizing land disturbance, and implementing source control practices. These
approaches complement engineered solutions by reducing runoff generation and protecting natural
hydrologic functions.

Technical Guidance for Stormwater Control Measures
Detailed technical guidance is provided for the design, construction, and evaluation of stormwater control
measures as outlined in the nysdec stormwater design manual. This includes methodologies for hydrologic
analysis, pollutant load estimation, and BMP performance assessment.

Hydrologic and Hydraulic Design Methods
The manual outlines accepted hydrologic methods such as the Rational Method and NRCS Curve Number
approach for estimating runoff volumes and peak flows. Hydraulic design procedures for conduits, channels,
and detention facilities are also detailed to ensure capacity and stability under design storm conditions.

Pollutant Removal and Treatment Technologies
Guidance is provided on selecting treatment technologies capable of removing sediment, nutrients, heavy
metals, and other pollutants from stormwater. The manual highlights the importance of pretreatment,
proper media selection, and maintenance in achieving effective pollutant reduction.



Design Examples and Calculation Procedures
To assist practitioners, the manual includes step-by-step design examples illustrating the application of
design criteria and calculations. These examples cover various site scenarios and BMP types, providing
practical insights into implementing the manual’s recommendations.

Maintenance and Monitoring of Stormwater Systems
Effective maintenance and monitoring are critical components of stormwater management to ensure long-
term performance and regulatory compliance. The nysdec stormwater design manual addresses these
aspects with clear guidelines and recommended practices.

Maintenance Requirements for Stormwater Facilities
The manual specifies routine inspection protocols, maintenance activities, and schedules for different types
of stormwater control measures. Common tasks include sediment removal, vegetation management, repair
of structural components, and inlet cleaning. Proper maintenance prevents system failures and preserves
treatment effectiveness.

Monitoring and Reporting Procedures
Monitoring of stormwater systems involves tracking water quality parameters, flow rates, and facility
conditions. The manual outlines monitoring methodologies and reporting requirements necessary to
comply with permit conditions and demonstrate system performance over time.

Responsibilities of Property Owners and Operators
The manual clarifies the roles and responsibilities of property owners, operators, and municipal authorities
in maintaining stormwater infrastructure. It emphasizes the importance of clear maintenance agreements
and documentation to support ongoing system integrity and regulatory adherence.

Routine inspections and preventive maintenance

Documentation of maintenance activities

Corrective actions for identified deficiencies

Coordination with regulatory agencies



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the NYSDEC Stormwater Design Manual?
The NYSDEC Stormwater Design Manual is a comprehensive guide developed by the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation to assist engineers, planners, and developers in designing
effective stormwater management practices that comply with state regulations.

Who needs to follow the NYSDEC Stormwater Design Manual?
The manual is intended for use by municipalities, developers, engineers, and consultants involved in land
development projects in New York State to ensure stormwater runoff is properly managed to protect
water quality and reduce flooding.

What are the key components covered in the NYSDEC Stormwater
Design Manual?
Key components include stormwater quantity and quality control, best management practices (BMPs),
design criteria for stormwater management systems, maintenance guidelines, and regulatory compliance
procedures.

How does the NYSDEC Stormwater Design Manual address water
quality improvement?
The manual provides design criteria for BMPs such as bioretention, infiltration basins, and wet ponds that
help filter pollutants from stormwater before it reaches natural water bodies, thereby improving water
quality.

Is the NYSDEC Stormwater Design Manual applicable to both new and
redevelopment projects?
Yes, the manual provides guidance for managing stormwater in both new development and
redevelopment projects, ensuring that all land disturbance activities meet environmental protection
standards.

Where can I access the latest version of the NYSDEC Stormwater Design



Manual?
The latest version of the NYSDEC Stormwater Design Manual can be accessed for free on the official New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation website under the stormwater management or
publications sections.

Additional Resources
1. Stormwater Management Design Manual
This comprehensive manual provides detailed guidance on the design and implementation of stormwater
management systems. It covers best practices, regulatory requirements, and innovative techniques to
control runoff and improve water quality. Ideal for engineers, planners, and environmental professionals
working with municipal and commercial projects.

2. Low Impact Development (LID) Stormwater Management: A Design Manual for Urban Areas
This book explores Low Impact Development strategies that focus on managing stormwater close to its
source. It emphasizes sustainable practices such as green roofs, permeable pavements, and rain gardens to
reduce runoff and enhance groundwater recharge. The manual is a practical resource for implementing
LID principles in urban design.

3. Green Infrastructure: Linking Landscapes and Communities
Focusing on the integration of green infrastructure into community planning, this book highlights the
environmental, social, and economic benefits of sustainable stormwater solutions. It includes case studies and
design techniques that align with regulatory frameworks like those in the NYSDEC manual. Perfect for
planners and environmental advocates.

4. Urban Stormwater Management in the United States
This book offers a detailed overview of stormwater challenges in urban environments across the U.S. It
reviews federal and state regulations, including New York State’s approaches, and presents engineering
solutions for mitigating pollution and flooding. The text is valuable for students and professionals seeking
regulatory context and design strategies.

5. Designing Stormwater Wetlands
Dedicated to the design and operation of stormwater wetlands, this manual covers hydrology, ecology, and
construction principles. It provides step-by-step instructions and design examples to achieve effective
pollutant removal and habitat creation. An essential guide for landscape architects and environmental
engineers.

6. Best Management Practices for Stormwater: Planning and Design Manual
This book compiles a range of best management practices (BMPs) for stormwater control, emphasizing
planning and design criteria. It addresses site assessment, runoff modeling, and maintenance considerations
to optimize stormwater infrastructure performance. Useful for professionals aiming to comply with



NYSDEC and other regulatory standards.

7. Stormwater Control Measures Handbook
A practical handbook offering detailed descriptions and design guidance for various stormwater control
measures, including detention basins, infiltration trenches, and vegetative swales. Each chapter includes
maintenance tips and troubleshooting advice. This resource supports engineers and municipal officials in
developing effective stormwater programs.

8. Hydrology and Floodplain Analysis
This textbook provides foundational knowledge on hydrologic processes and floodplain management
techniques relevant to stormwater design. It includes methods for analyzing rainfall-runoff relationships,
peak flow estimation, and flood risk assessment. The book is widely used in civil engineering education and
practice.

9. Environmental Engineering: Principles and Practice
Covering a broad spectrum of environmental engineering topics, this book includes extensive sections on
stormwater management and pollution control. It integrates scientific principles with practical design
methods, making it a valuable reference for understanding the technical aspects of stormwater systems.
Suitable for both students and practicing engineers.
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