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number of stars by lois lowry is a captivating novel that explores themes of friendship, courage, and the
struggles of war through the eyes of young characters. This historical fiction work by Lois Lowry provides a
poignant narrative set during World War II, focusing on a young Jewish girl’s experiences in Nazi-occupied
Denmark. The book delves into the complexities of survival, resistance, and the human spirit amid adversity,
making it an essential read for both young adults and educators. In this article, the plot, characters, themes,
and critical reception of Number of Stars by Lois Lowry will be examined in detail. Additionally, insights into
the author’s background and the book’s significance in literature will be discussed to offer a comprehensive
understanding of this impactful work.
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Overview of Number of Stars by Lois Lowry

Number of Stars by Lois Lowry is a historical novel centered on the Danish resistance during World War II.
Set in Copenhagen, the story follows Annemarie Johansen, a ten-year-old girl whose life is dramatically
affected by the Nazi occupation. The narrative highlights the bravery of ordinary citizens who risk everything
to save their Jewish neighbors from persecution. The book provides a vivid portrayal of the dangers, fears, and
acts of heroism during this tumultuous period. Through simple yet powerful storytelling, Lowry introduces
readers to the harsh realities of war while emphasizing hope and humanity. The novel’s engaging plot and
relatable characters make it accessible for middle-grade readers while offering depth for older audiences
interested in historical narratives.

Plot Summary

The plot of Number of Stars by Lois Lowry revolves around Annemarie’s efforts to protect her best friend,
Ellen Rosen, who is Jewish. When the Nazis intensify their efforts to capture Danish Jews, Annemarie and her
family become involved in a secret operation to help smuggle Jews to safety in neutral Sweden. The story
captures moments of tension, suspense, and courage as Annemarie navigates the challenges posed by the
occupation. Key events include the Nazi soldiers’ searches, the use of secret signals, and the dangerous journey
across the sea. The novel concludes with a hopeful message about resilience and the power of friendship during
times of crisis.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Number of Stars by Lois Lowry features a cast of characters who embody the courage and determination of
ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances. Each character contributes uniquely to the narrative’s



development and themes.

Annemarie Johansen

Annemarie is the protagonist, a brave and resourceful young girl who matures throughout the story. Her
perspective allows readers to experience the events of the Nazi occupation from a child’s viewpoint, highlighting
innocence confronted by harsh realities. Annemarie’s loyalty to her friend Ellen and her family’s involvement in
the resistance showcase her growth and bravery.

Ellen Rosen

Ellen is Annemarie’s best friend and a Jewish girl endangered by the Nazi regime. Her character represents the
targeted Jewish population and the personal impact of the Holocaust. Ellen’s friendship with Annemarie
underscores the themes of solidarity and protection.

Other Key Characters

Mr. and Mrs. Johansen: Annemarie’s parents, who play crucial roles in the resistance efforts and in
protecting Ellen.

Uncle Henrik: A fisherman who aids in the secret transportation of Jews to Sweden, exemplifying quiet
heroism.

Kristi: Annemarie’s younger sister, who adds a familial dynamic and innocence to the story.

Themes and Literary Significance

Themes in Number of Stars by Lois Lowry are rich and multifaceted, contributing to the book’s enduring literary
significance. The novel explores the moral complexities of war, the importance of courage, and the strength
found in friendship.

Courage and Bravery

The narrative highlights the courage of individuals who resist oppression despite great personal risk.
Annemarie’s actions, along with those of her family and community, reflect the theme of standing up against
injustice.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Annemarie and Ellen is central to the story, illustrating the power of friendship to transcend
fear and danger. Their loyalty to one another serves as a beacon of hope amid chaos.

The Impact of War on Children

Lowry effectively portrays how war alters childhood, stripping away innocence while fostering resilience.
Through Annemarie’s eyes, readers witness the challenges faced by young people during wartime.



Historical Context and Accuracy

Number of Stars by Lois Lowry is grounded in the historical realities of Nazi-occupied Denmark during World
War II. The novel draws on actual events, including the Danish resistance’s efforts to save Jewish citizens from
deportation.

The Danish Resistance

The story accurately reflects the courageous actions of the Danish people, who organized to protect their
Jewish neighbors. This historical backdrop adds authenticity and educational value to the novel.

Jewish Rescue to Sweden

The secretive transport of Jews by fishermen to neutral Sweden is a key element of the plot and is historically
documented. Lowry’s depiction honors the real-life bravery of those involved in these rescue missions.

Critical Reception and Awards

Number of Stars by Lois Lowry has received widespread acclaim for its compelling storytelling and historical
accuracy. It is frequently praised for making complex historical events accessible to young readers.

Newbery Medal

In 1990, the novel was awarded the prestigious Newbery Medal, recognizing it as an outstanding contribution
to American children’s literature. This accolade highlights the book’s literary quality and impact.

Other Recognitions

Included in numerous school reading lists

Recommended for middle-grade and young adult readers

Praised for fostering empathy and understanding of the Holocaust

About Lois Lowry: The Author

Lois Lowry is a prolific author known for her contributions to children’s and young adult literature. Her
works often explore themes of identity, morality, and social justice, making her a respected figure in
contemporary literature.

Career Highlights

Lowry has written over 30 books, including celebrated titles such as The Giver and Gathering Blue. Her
writing style combines clarity with emotional depth, engaging readers across age groups.



Influence and Philosophy

Lowry’s commitment to addressing difficult topics with sensitivity and honesty is evident in Number of Stars by
Lois Lowry. She believes in the power of literature to educate and inspire young minds about history and
humanity.

Impact and Educational Use

Number of Stars by Lois Lowry is widely used in educational settings to teach about World War II, the
Holocaust, and moral courage. The novel’s approachable narrative helps students grasp complex historical
events and ethical questions.

Classroom Applications

Serves as a primary text for history and literature lessons

Encourages discussions on empathy, ethics, and resistance

Supports interdisciplinary teaching with history, social studies, and language arts

Benefits for Readers

The book fosters critical thinking and emotional awareness, allowing readers to connect personally with
historical experiences. It also promotes awareness of human rights and the importance of standing against
injustice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Number the Stars' by Lois Lowry?

The main theme of 'Number the Stars' is the courage and resilience of ordinary people during the Holocaust,
focusing on friendship, bravery, and the fight against injustice.

Who is the protagonist in 'Number the Stars' by Lois Lowry?

The protagonist of 'Number the Stars' is Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl who helps her Jewish friend
escape the Nazis during World War II.

What historical event is depicted in 'Number the Stars'?

'Number the Stars' is set during World War II and depicts the Nazi occupation of Denmark and the efforts to
protect Danish Jews from being captured.

Is 'Number the Stars' based on a true story?

While 'Number the Stars' is a work of historical fiction, it is inspired by true events and real acts of heroism by
the Danish Resistance during the Holocaust.



What age group is 'Number the Stars' appropriate for?

'Number the Stars' is typically recommended for middle-grade readers, around ages 10 to 14, but it can be
meaningful for older readers as well.

Why did Lois Lowry write 'Number the Stars'?

Lois Lowry wrote 'Number the Stars' to educate young readers about the Holocaust and to highlight the
bravery of ordinary people who stood up against oppression.

Has 'Number the Stars' won any awards?

Yes, 'Number the Stars' won the Newbery Medal in 1990, which is awarded for distinguished contributions to
American literature for children.

What role does Annemarie's family play in 'Number the Stars'?

Annemarie’s family plays a crucial role in protecting their Jewish friends by hiding them and helping them escape
Nazi persecution, demonstrating solidarity and bravery.

How does 'Number the Stars' portray the Danish Resistance?

The book portrays the Danish Resistance as courageous and resourceful, risking their lives to save Jewish
citizens and oppose Nazi control during the occupation.

Additional Resources
1. The Giver by Lois Lowry
This is the first book in the "Number the Stars" author Lois Lowry's famous quartet. It follows Jonas, a boy
living in a seemingly perfect society without pain or suffering, who discovers the dark secrets behind his
community's facade. The novel explores themes of memory, individuality, and the cost of a utopian society.

2. The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen
This historical novel centers on Hannah, a Jewish girl who is transported back in time to a Nazi concentration
camp during the Holocaust. Through her experiences, readers gain a powerful perspective on the horrors faced
by Jews during World War II. The book poignantly addresses memory, history, and the importance of
remembrance.

3. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Set in Nazi-occupied Denmark during World War II, this novel follows ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen as she
helps her Jewish friend Ellen escape the Nazis. It’s a story of bravery, friendship, and the resilience of the human
spirit during a dark time in history. The narrative is accessible for younger readers yet deeply moving.

4. Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay
This novel intertwines the stories of a modern-day journalist and a Jewish girl in 1942 Paris, during the Vel'
d’Hiv Roundup. It explores the impact of historical events on personal lives and the importance of uncovering
the truth. The book highlights themes of memory, trauma, and reconciliation.

5. Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli
Set in Nazi-occupied Warsaw, this novel tells the story of Misha, a young orphan who survives the
Holocaust. Through Misha's eyes, readers see the brutality of war and the innocence of childhood amid chaos.
The book is a poignant exploration of identity, survival, and hope.

6. Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
This famous diary chronicles the life of Anne Frank, a Jewish girl hiding from the Nazis in Amsterdam during



World War II. Her personal reflections provide a vivid and heartbreaking perspective on the war and the human
desire for freedom. The diary remains a powerful testament to resilience and hope.

7. Number the Stars Study Guide by Novel Units
This study guide offers comprehensive summaries, analyses, and discussion questions for Lois Lowry's "Number
the Stars." It is an excellent resource for students and teachers aiming to deepen their understanding of the
novel’s themes and historical context. The guide facilitates critical thinking and engagement with the text.

8. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Narrated by Death, this novel follows Liesel Meminger, a young girl living in Nazi Germany who finds solace in
stealing and sharing books. It explores the power of words and stories in times of terror and hardship. The book
is a moving tribute to human courage and the endurance of hope.

9. Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Though not set during World War II, this novel offers a powerful coming-of-age story of a young Vietnamese
girl fleeing war and resettling in America. Written in free verse, it captures the challenges of displacement,
cultural adjustment, and resilience. It complements themes of historical conflict and personal growth found in
"Number the Stars."
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