norton anthology of western music
volume 2

norton anthology of western music volume 2 is a pivotal resource for students,
educators, and enthusiasts seeking an in-depth exploration of Western music from the
Baroque period through the modern era. This volume continues the comprehensive survey
begun in the first volume, offering rich musical examples, scholarly commentary, and
historical context that illuminate the development of Western art music. The anthology is
widely regarded for its authoritative editorial approach, extensive repertoire selection,
and inclusion of diverse genres and composers. It serves as both an academic textbook
and a reference guide, supporting the study of music history, theory, and appreciation at
various levels. This article provides a detailed overview of the Norton Anthology of
Western Music Volume 2, its contents, features, and significance in music education and
scholarship. Readers will also find a breakdown of its structure, pedagogical tools, and the
ways it enhances understanding of Western musical traditions.
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Overview and Scope of the Norton Anthology of
Western Music Volume 2

The norton anthology of western music volume 2 spans a critical period in Western
music history, covering the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, and 20th-century eras. It builds
upon the foundational material introduced in the first volume, which addresses medieval
and Renaissance music. The anthology aims to present a chronological and thematic
journey through the evolution of Western musical styles, forms, and cultural contexts. By
including a wide array of genres such as opera, symphony, chamber music, and choral
works, it provides a holistic view of Western art music's development. The volume
balances historical breadth with analytical depth, making it an indispensable resource for
comprehensive music study.

Content and Structure

This volume is meticulously organized to facilitate both teaching and self-study. Its content



is arranged chronologically, beginning with the late Baroque era and progressing through
the Classical and Romantic periods to contemporary music of the 20th century. Each
chapter focuses on a specific era or style, presenting key compositions alongside detailed
commentary on historical background, musical form, and stylistic characteristics. The
inclusion of musical scores and listening guides aids in deeper engagement with the
material. The anthology also features thematic essays that explore broader cultural and
intellectual trends influencing music.

Chronological Organization
The anthology’s chronological framework allows for a clear understanding of stylistic

evolution and historical context. Key periods covered include:

e Baroque Era (circa 1600-1750)
e Classical Era (circa 1750-1820)
¢ Romantic Era (circa 1820-1900)

e 20th-Century Music (1900-present)

Thematic and Analytical Features

Each chapter integrates thematic essays and analytical notes that enhance comprehension
of complex musical concepts. These features support critical listening and foster an
appreciation of formal structures, harmonic language, and stylistic nuances found in
Western music traditions.

Key Composers and Musical Works Featured

The norton anthology of western music volume 2 showcases a diverse roster of
composers pivotal to Western music history. Their works are presented alongside
contextual information that highlights their contributions and innovations. The selection
reflects a balance of canonical masterpieces and lesser-known but influential
compositions.

Prominent Baroque Composers

Major figures such as Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric Handel, and Antonio Vivaldi
are extensively covered. The volume includes representative works like Bach’s
Brandenburg Concertos, Handel’s operas and oratorios, and Vivaldi’s concerti, illustrating
Baroque stylistic traits such as counterpoint, basso continuo, and ornamentation.



Classical and Romantic Masters

Composers like Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven, Franz Schubert,
Johannes Brahms, and Richard Wagner are thoroughly examined. Their symphonies,
sonatas, operas, and chamber works are analyzed to demonstrate the evolution of form,
expression, and orchestration during these periods.

20th-Century Innovators

The anthology addresses modernism and contemporary trends through composers such as
Igor Stravinsky, Arnold Schoenberg, Béla Bartdk, and Aaron Copland. It highlights the
expansion of tonal language, rhythmic complexity, and new compositional techniques that
define 20th-century music.

Pedagogical Features and Supplementary
Materials

The Norton Anthology is designed with pedagogical effectiveness in mind, incorporating
numerous features that facilitate learning and teaching. These include listening guides,
score excerpts, glossary terms, and contextual essays that provide a comprehensive
understanding of Western music’s development.

Listening Guides and Score Examples

Listening guides accompany many compositions, directing attention to critical musical
elements such as form, texture, harmony, and instrumentation. Score excerpts are
carefully chosen to illustrate key passages, enabling readers to connect theoretical
concepts with practical examples.

Glossary and Terminology

The anthology includes an extensive glossary of musical terms and concepts, supporting
students in mastering technical vocabulary essential for music analysis and discussion.

Contextual and Historical Essays

Supplementary essays provide insights into the social, political, and cultural factors that
shaped musical developments. These essays enrich the reader’s understanding of how
music interacts with broader historical narratives.



Importance in Music Education and Scholarship

The norton anthology of western music volume 2 holds a central place in music
education and scholarship due to its scholarly rigor, comprehensive coverage, and
pedagogical design. It serves as a primary textbook for university-level courses in music
history and appreciation, supporting curricula that require a detailed understanding of
Western music traditions from the Baroque era onward.

Academic Use and Influence

Extensively adopted in academic settings, the anthology supports a wide range of
instructional goals, from introductory surveys to advanced seminars. Its authoritative
editorial approach ensures accuracy and depth, making it a trusted resource for
instructors and students alike.

Contribution to Musicological Research

Beyond classroom use, the Norton Anthology contributes to musicological research by
providing reliable editions of key works and comprehensive historical context. Its
thorough documentation and critical commentary aid scholars in studying Western music’s
stylistic and cultural development.

Enhancing Musical Literacy

The anthology fosters musical literacy by integrating listening and score study with
historical and theoretical knowledge. This holistic approach cultivates a nuanced
appreciation of Western art music and prepares students for further study or professional
engagement in music-related fields.

Frequently Asked Questions

What time period does Norton Anthology of Western
Music Volume 2 cover?

Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 primarily covers music from the Baroque
period through the Classical and Romantic periods, roughly spanning the 1600s to the late
1800s.

Who are the editors of Norton Anthology of Western
Music Volume 2?

The Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 is edited by J. Peter Burkholder, Donald
Jay Grout, and Claude V. Palisca, renowned musicologists specializing in Western music



history.

What types of musical works are included in Norton
Anthology of Western Music Volume 2?

The anthology includes a wide range of musical works such as orchestral pieces, operas,
chamber music, solo instrumental works, and vocal compositions from the Baroque,
Classical, and Romantic eras.

Is Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2
suitable for music students?

Yes, Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 is widely used in college-level music
history courses and is considered a comprehensive resource for students studying Western
classical music.

Does Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2
include audio examples?

Many editions of the Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2 come with companion
audio CDs or online access to recordings that complement the musical scores and analyses
in the book.

How does Norton Anthology of Western Music Volume 2
differ from Volume 1?

Volume 1 covers music from the Middle Ages through the early Baroque period, while
Volume 2 continues from the Baroque period through the Romantic era, focusing on later
developments in Western classical music.

Additional Resources

1. The Norton Anthology of Western Music, Volume 1: Ancient to Baroque

This volume complements Volume 2 by covering the early periods of Western music
history, from ancient times through the Baroque era. It offers a comprehensive survey of
music’s origins, including Gregorian chant, Renaissance polyphony, and the works of
composers like Bach and Handel. The anthology includes musical scores, historical
context, and insightful commentary, making it an essential resource for understanding the
foundations of Western music.

2. Music in the Western World: A History in Documents by Piero Weiss and Richard
Taruskin

This book provides a rich collection of primary source documents, including letters,
essays, and critiques related to Western music history. It offers detailed insights into the
cultural and historical contexts that shaped the music found in the Norton Anthology of
Western Music, Volume 2. Readers gain a deeper understanding of composers’ intentions
and the evolution of musical thought from the Classical period onward.



3. Western Music in Context by Philip V. Bohlman

Bohlman’s work explores the social, political, and cultural contexts that influenced
Western music’s development, especially during the Classical, Romantic, and Modern
periods covered in Volume 2. The book emphasizes how music interacts with broader
historical narratives and cultural movements, providing readers with a more nuanced
appreciation of the repertoire featured in the Norton Anthology.

4. Classical Music: The Era of Haydn, Mozart, and Beethoven by Charles Rosen

This detailed study focuses on the Classical period’s three central figures, whose works
are prominently featured in the Norton Anthology, Volume 2. Rosen combines musical
analysis with historical background to elucidate the stylistic innovations and artistic
achievements that defined this era. The book is an excellent companion for understanding
the music’s structure and expressive depth during the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

5. The Romantic Generation by Charles Rosen

Covering the Romantic period, this book delves into the lives and works of composers such
as Schumann, Chopin, and Brahms, all included in Volume 2 of the Norton Anthology.
Rosen discusses the aesthetic ideals, emotional intensity, and cultural shifts that shaped
Romantic music. The book provides context and critical perspectives that enhance the
appreciation of this richly expressive era.

6. Modern Music and After by Paul Griffiths

Griffiths offers an overview of 20th-century music developments, many of which are
represented in the Norton Anthology, Volume 2’s later sections. The book covers key
movements such as Impressionism, Serialism, and Minimalism, providing analyses of
influential composers like Debussy, Stravinsky, and Cage. It serves as a valuable guide for
understanding the complex innovations and diverse styles of modern Western music.

7. A History of Western Music by J. Peter Burkholder, Donald Jay Grout, and Claude V.
Palisca

This comprehensive textbook traces Western music from its earliest origins through the
modern era, aligning well with the periods covered in the Norton Anthology, Volume 2. It
offers detailed historical narratives, musical examples, and critical analysis, making it a
foundational resource for students and scholars. The book’s clear explanations and broad
scope support a deeper grasp of the anthology’s content.

8. Music Since 1900 by Mark Evan Bonds

Focusing specifically on music of the 20th and early 21st centuries, this book complements
the contemporary sections of the Norton Anthology, Volume 2. Bonds examines stylistic
developments, technological influences, and cultural contexts that shaped modern music.
The work is essential for understanding the trends and innovations discussed in the
anthology’s modern repertoire.

9. The Cambridge Companion to Western Music Theory edited by Thomas Christensen
This collection of essays explores the theoretical frameworks that underpin the music
featured in the Norton Anthology, Volume 2. Topics include harmony, form, and analysis
techniques relevant to Classical, Romantic, and Modern music. The companion provides
valuable insights for readers looking to deepen their analytical understanding of Western
music traditions.
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