norton anthology of english literature
volume 2

norton anthology of english literature volume 2 is a comprehensive and authoritative
collection that focuses on English literature from the Restoration through the early
twentieth century. This volume is widely used in academic settings due to its rich selection
of literary works, critical essays, and historical context, making it an indispensable resource
for students, educators, and literary scholars. The anthology showcases a broad range of
genres, including poetry, prose, and drama, reflecting the evolution of English literature
over several centuries. Additionally, the volume offers insightful introductions and
annotations that enhance the reader's understanding of each work’s significance and
historical background. This article explores the key features, content, and academic value
of the Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2. It also examines its structure and
how it serves as a vital tool for literary study and research.
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Overview of the Norton Anthology of English
Literature Volume 2

The Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2 is part of a multi-volume series that
collectively covers the breadth of English literary history. Volume 2 specifically focuses on
literature from the Restoration period through the early twentieth century, approximately
spanning the late 1600s to the early 1900s. This volume includes a carefully curated
selection of texts that represent the significant movements, styles, and voices of these
eras.

Designed to support both teaching and research, the anthology provides comprehensive
coverage of canonical authors as well as lesser-known writers who contributed to the
literary landscape. The collection balances canonical masterpieces with diverse
perspectives, offering readers a nuanced understanding of England’s literary heritage
during this dynamic period.



Historical and Literary Periods Covered

The Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2 encompasses several major historical
and literary periods, each characterized by distinct themes, styles, and cultural influences.
This chronological organization helps contextualize the literary works within their historical
moments, facilitating a deeper comprehension of their significance.

The Restoration and 18th Century

This section covers literature from the late 17th century following the monarchy's
restoration in 1660 through the 18th century. It highlights the rise of satire, neoclassicism,
and early novel forms, reflecting the era’s social and political changes.

The Romantic Period

The Romantic period, spanning the late 18th to mid-19th century, is distinguished by an
emphasis on emotion, nature, and individualism. The volume showcases seminal Romantic
poets and novelists whose works challenged Enlightenment ideals and inspired new literary
directions.

The Victorian Era

Covering the 19th century during Queen Victoria’s reign, this section explores literature
marked by realism, social critique, and the complexities of industrialization. It includes
major novelists, poets, and dramatists who shaped Victorian literature’s global influence.

Early 20th Century

The anthology also extends into the early 20th century, presenting modernist and
transitional works that reflect the upheavals and innovations of the period. This era’s
literature often experiments with form and explores themes of alienation, identity, and
modern life.

Key Authors and Works Included

The Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2 features an extensive array of
influential authors and landmark texts that have defined English literature from the
Restoration to the early 1900s. These selections provide readers with insight into the
literary evolution and cultural dialogues of the times.

e John Milton - Selected works representing late 17th-century poetry and prose.

e Alexander Pope - Notable for his satirical verse and mastery of the heroic couplet.



e William Blake - Romantic visionary poet and artist.

e William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge - Founders of English
Romantic poetry.

e Jane Austen - Renowned for her novels of manners and social commentary.

¢ Charles Dickens - Prominent Victorian novelist known for his vivid characters and
social critique.

e Thomas Hardy - Novelist and poet reflecting late Victorian and early modern
sensibilities.

e T.S. Eliot - Early 20th-century modernist poet featured in the later sections.

Features and Editorial Approach

The Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2 is distinguished by its meticulous
editorial framework, which supports comprehensive literary analysis and contextual
understanding. The editors provide extensive introductions, explanatory notes, and critical
essays that accompany each text.

Annotations and Contextual Notes

Each work is supplemented with detailed annotations that clarify historical references,
linguistic nuances, and thematic elements. These notes aid readers, especially students, in
navigating complex texts and appreciating their layered meanings.

Critical Perspectives and Essays

The volume includes scholarly essays that discuss the literary, cultural, and historical
significance of the featured works. These essays enrich readers’ perspectives and
encourage critical engagement with the texts.

Chronologies and Biographies

Chronological timelines and author biographies provide essential background information,
situating works within their broader historical and biographical contexts. This feature helps
readers trace literary developments and authorial influences across periods.



Academic and Educational Importance

The Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2 is a cornerstone resource in the study
of English literature. Its comprehensive coverage, scholarly rigor, and accessible
presentation make it invaluable for a range of academic purposes.

University and College Courses: Widely adopted as a primary textbook for
literature courses covering the Restoration, Romantic, Victorian, and early modernist
periods.

Research and Reference: Serves as a reliable reference for literary researchers,
providing authoritative texts and critical commentary.

Enhanced Literary Understanding: Assists students in developing analytical skills
through exposure to diverse literary forms and critical materials.

Preservation of Literary Heritage: Ensures continued access to significant English
literary works for future generations of readers and scholars.

Frequently Asked Questions

What time period does Norton Anthology of English
Literature Volume 2 cover?

Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2 typically covers the Romantic, Victorian,
and early 20th-century periods, roughly from the late 18th century to the early 20th
century.

Who are some of the major authors featured in Norton
Anthology of English Literature Volume 2?

Major authors featured include William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Percy Bysshe
Shelley, John Keats, Alfred Lord Tennyson, Robert Browning, Elizabeth Barrett Browning,
and early modernist writers like T.S. Eliot and Virginia Woolf.

What types of literary works are included in Norton
Anthology of English Literature Volume 2?

The anthology includes a variety of literary works such as poetry, drama, fiction, and essays
from the Romantic through early modern periods.



How is the Norton Anthology of English Literature
Volume 2 organized?

The anthology is organized chronologically and thematically, with sections devoted to major
literary movements and historical contexts, providing introductions and notes for each
author and work.

Is Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2
suitable for college literature courses?

Yes, it is widely used in college and university English literature courses as a
comprehensive resource for studying English literature from the Romantic period to early
modernism.

Are there any special features in Norton Anthology of
English Literature Volume 2?

Yes, the anthology often includes detailed introductions, historical context, critical essays,
and annotations that help readers understand the texts and their significance.

Can Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume 2 be
purchased as a standalone book?

Yes, Volume 2 is available for purchase as a standalone book, but it is often part of a multi-
volume set covering different periods of English literature.

How does Norton Anthology of English Literature
Volume 2 handle the transition to modernist literature?

The anthology typically includes key modernist authors and works toward the end of
Volume 2, providing historical context and critical commentary to illustrate the evolution of
literary styles and themes into modernism.

Additional Resources

1. The Norton Anthology of English Literature: Volume 1, The Middle Ages

This volume serves as a companion to Volume 2 by covering English literature from its
beginnings through the medieval period. It includes key texts such as "Beowulf," Geoffrey
Chaucer’s "The Canterbury Tales," and various lyric poems. The anthology provides
historical context and critical essays that help readers understand the development of
English literature.

2. The Norton Anthology of English Literature: Volume 3, The Romantic Period

Focusing on the Romantic era, this volume features works by poets such as William
Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and John Keats. It explores themes of nature,
individualism, and emotion that define the period. Readers gain insight into the cultural and



historical background influencing the Romantic movement.

3. The Norton Anthology of English Literature: Volume 4, The Victorian Age and the Early
Twentieth Century

This volume covers literature from the Victorian era through the early 20th century,
including writers like Charles Dickens, Thomas Hardy, and Virginia Woolf. It highlights the
social and political changes reflected in the literature of the time. The anthology also
includes poetry, prose, and critical essays.

4. The Oxford Anthology of English Literature: Volume 2, The Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries

Similar to the Norton edition, this anthology compiles key works from the English
Renaissance, including Shakespearean plays, metaphysical poetry, and prose from the 16th
and 17th centuries. It offers scholarly commentary and contextual information to deepen
understanding of the period.

5. English Literature: A Very Short Introduction by Jonathan Bate

This concise guide provides an overview of English literature’s major movements and texts,
including those found in the Norton Anthology Volume 2. It covers the Renaissance and
early modern periods with accessible explanations, making it a great supplementary
resource for students.

6. The Cambridge Companion to English Renaissance Drama

This collection of essays examines the drama of the English Renaissance, a central focus of
Norton Anthology Volume 2. Topics include Shakespeare’s works, contemporaneous
playwrights, and the theatrical culture of the time. The companion offers detailed analysis
useful for readers interested in early modern drama.

7. Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human by Harold Bloom

Harold Bloom’s influential book explores Shakespeare’s impact on English literature and the
human condition. It discusses many plays that appear in Norton Volume 2, providing deep
literary criticism and interpretation. This book is essential for understanding Shakespeare’s
enduring legacy.

8. The Metaphysical Poets by Helen Gardner

Focusing on poets like John Donne and George Herbert, this critical study delves into the
metaphysical poetry featured in the Norton Anthology Volume 2. Gardner analyzes the
complex imagery, themes, and styles that define this group of 17th-century poets. The
book is a valuable resource for those studying early modern poetry.

9. A History of English Literature by Michael Alexander

This comprehensive history covers English literature from its origins through the modern
period, including the Renaissance and early modern works in Norton Volume 2. Alexander’s
narrative approach provides context and critical insight into major authors and movements.
It serves as a foundational text for students of English literature.
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