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norton anthology of drama vol 2 is a vital resource for students, educators,
and enthusiasts of dramatic literature, providing an extensive collection of
plays from a diverse range of periods and styles. This volume offers deep
insights into the evolution of drama, showcasing influential playwrights and
seminal works that have shaped theatrical traditions. The anthology is
meticulously curated to include critical commentary, historical context, and
thematic analysis, making it indispensable for understanding the complexities
of dramatic art. Whether used in academic settings or for personal study, the
Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 enriches readers’ appreciation of the genre’s
cultural and artistic significance. This article explores the contents,
features, and educational value of this comprehensive volume, highlighting
its role in the broader landscape of drama anthologies.
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Overview of the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2
The Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 serves as the second installment in a
multi-volume series dedicated to presenting authoritative collections of
dramatic literature. This volume typically focuses on plays from the 19th
century to contemporary times, although specific editions may vary slightly
in scope. It complements Vol 1, which often covers earlier periods such as
classical and Renaissance drama. The anthology is designed to offer a
representative selection of dramatic texts that illustrate the diversity of
theatrical genres, styles, and movements.

Readers will find a broad chronological span that includes realism,
modernism, absurdism, and postmodern theater, among others. The editorial
team carefully selects works that not only highlight historical significance
but also showcase thematic depth and innovation in dramatic technique. As a
result, the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 is considered a foundational text
for those seeking comprehensive exposure to modern and contemporary drama.



Key Playwrights and Works Included
This volume features an impressive array of playwrights whose works have left
a lasting impact on the theatrical world. The selection balances canonical
authors with influential yet sometimes lesser-known figures, providing a rich
tapestry of dramatic voices and perspectives. The anthology includes excerpts
and full plays that capture pivotal moments in drama history.

Notable Playwrights
Among the key figures highlighted in the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 are:

Henrik Ibsen – Often regarded as the father of modern drama, known for
plays like A Doll’s House and Hedda Gabler.

Anton Chekhov – Renowned for nuanced character studies in plays such as
The Seagull and Uncle Vanya.

August Strindberg – A pioneer of expressionism, with works like Miss
Julie.

Samuel Beckett – A central figure in the Theater of the Absurd, famous
for Waiting for Godot.

Tennessee Williams – An iconic American playwright known for A Streetcar
Named Desire and The Glass Menagerie.

Arthur Miller – Author of socially critical dramas such as The Crucible
and Death of a Salesman.

Representative Works
The anthology includes a wide range of plays that exemplify various themes
and styles, from realism and social critique to avant-garde and experimental
drama. These works provide a comprehensive look at the evolution of modern
theater and its responses to cultural and political changes.

Features and Editorial Approach
The Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 is distinguished by its rigorous
editorial standards and scholarly apparatus. Each play is accompanied by
critical introductions, explanatory notes, and contextual essays that enhance
understanding and interpretation. This approach ensures that readers gain a
well-rounded perspective on the dramatic texts.



Critical Introductions and Annotations
Each play is prefaced with an introduction that discusses the playwright’s
background, thematic concerns, historical context, and significance within
the dramatic canon. Annotated notes clarify archaic language, cultural
references, and technical terms, making the material accessible to a wide
audience.

Thematic and Historical Context
Beyond individual plays, the volume includes essays that explore broader
trends in drama such as the rise of naturalism, the impact of political
upheavals on theatrical expression, and the development of new dramatic
forms. This contextualization supports a deeper appreciation of the works and
their place in literary and cultural history.

Educational Significance and Usage
The Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 is widely adopted in academic
institutions for courses in literature, theater studies, and cultural
history. Its comprehensive content and scholarly features make it an
essential textbook for undergraduate and graduate programs alike.

Benefits for Students and Educators
Students benefit from exposure to a diverse range of dramatic texts, enabling
critical thinking about form, content, and historical context. Educators
appreciate the anthology’s reliable texts and supplementary materials, which
facilitate lesson planning and class discussion.

Supporting Curriculum Development
The anthology’s structure allows instructors to tailor their syllabi
according to thematic or chronological focuses. The inclusion of both
canonical and lesser-known works encourages comparative analysis and broadens
students’ understanding of the theatrical tradition.

Comparison with Other Drama Anthologies
While numerous drama anthologies exist, the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2
stands out for its editorial rigor, comprehensive coverage, and scholarly
support. Compared to other collections, it offers a balanced representation
of dramatic periods and styles, with an emphasis on both literary quality and
historical relevance.



Distinctive Features

Extensive editorial commentary enhancing textual understanding.

Inclusion of critical essays that situate plays within broader cultural
and historical frameworks.

High-quality, authoritative texts that are widely accepted in academic
circles.

A broad chronological and stylistic range from realism to postmodernism.

These characteristics make the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 a preferred
choice for comprehensive study and reliable reference in the field of
dramatic literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2?
The Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 is a comprehensive collection of plays
and dramatic works from the 19th and 20th centuries, published by W.W. Norton
& Company, widely used in academic settings.

Which playwrights are featured in the Norton
Anthology of Drama Vol 2?
The anthology includes works by prominent playwrights such as Henrik Ibsen,
Anton Chekhov, George Bernard Shaw, Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller, and
Samuel Beckett, among others.

How is the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2
organized?
The volume is typically organized chronologically and thematically, providing
historical context, critical essays, and annotations alongside the texts of
the plays.

Is the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 suitable for
students?
Yes, it is widely used in university courses for drama, literature, and
theater studies due to its comprehensive selection and scholarly commentary.



Does the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 include
modern and contemporary plays?
Yes, the anthology includes a range of dramatic works from the late 19th
century to contemporary plays, covering various movements and styles.

Are there critical essays included in the Norton
Anthology of Drama Vol 2?
Yes, the anthology features critical essays and introductions that provide
insight into the historical background, themes, and significance of each
play.

Can the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 be used for
theatrical productions?
Yes, the texts are reliable for study and performance, and many theater
practitioners use this anthology as a resource for staging classic and modern
plays.

What editions of the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2
are available?
Multiple editions have been published, with updates including additional
plays and revised critical material; the latest edition reflects current
scholarship in drama studies.

Where can I purchase the Norton Anthology of Drama
Vol 2?
It can be purchased from major book retailers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and directly from the publisher W.W. Norton & Company.

How does the Norton Anthology of Drama Vol 2 differ
from Vol 1?
Vol 1 typically covers earlier dramatic works, including classical and
Renaissance drama, while Vol 2 focuses on 19th and 20th-century plays,
providing a continuation of the historical development of drama.

Additional Resources
1. The Norton Anthology of Drama: Volume 1
This volume complements Volume 2 by covering earlier periods of drama, from
ancient Greek and Roman plays through the Renaissance and up to the 18th
century. It provides a comprehensive selection of significant works from



playwrights like Sophocles, Shakespeare, and Molière. The anthology includes
critical essays and contextual information that enhance understanding of the
historical and cultural background of the plays.

2. The Cambridge Companion to British Theatre, 1730–1830
This companion explores British theatre during the 18th and early 19th
centuries, which aligns with some of the periods covered in The Norton
Anthology of Drama Volume 2. It offers scholarly essays on key dramatists,
theatrical practices, and the social and political aspects influencing the
stage. This book is ideal for readers interested in the evolution of drama
and performance in this vibrant era.

3. Modern Drama: Plays, Criticism, and Theory
Focusing on the development of drama from the late 19th century into the 20th
century, this collection includes influential plays alongside critical essays
and theoretical perspectives. It complements The Norton Anthology of Drama
Volume 2 by delving into modernist and postmodernist movements. The book
provides context for understanding shifts in dramatic form, themes, and
performance styles.

4. Drama for Students: Presenting Analysis, Context, and Criticism on
Commonly Studied Plays
This reference work offers detailed analysis and critical essays on a wide
range of plays commonly studied in academic settings. It provides summaries,
historical contexts, and critical viewpoints that enrich the reader’s
appreciation of dramatic literature. The resource pairs well with The Norton
Anthology of Drama Volume 2 for deeper study and research.

5. The Routledge Companion to Drama in English
This comprehensive guide surveys drama written in English from its origins to
contemporary works. It includes essays on major playwrights, dramatic
movements, and performance history, making it a valuable companion to The
Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2. The book is suited for students and
scholars seeking a broad understanding of English-language drama.

6. Twentieth-Century Drama: An Introduction
This introduction explores key developments in 20th-century drama, including
realism, expressionism, absurdism, and political theatre. It provides
historical context and critical analysis of influential plays and playwrights
featured in The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2. The book is an accessible
resource for those studying the evolution of modern drama.

7. The Oxford Companion to American Theatre
Covering American theatre history, this companion offers encyclopedic entries
on plays, playwrights, theatrical companies, and production history. It
complements the American drama sections found in The Norton Anthology of
Drama Volume 2 by providing additional background and detailed information.
The book is useful for understanding the development and influence of
American theatre.

8. Introduction to Theatre Arts: A Comprehensive Guide



This book provides an overview of theatre arts, including playwriting,
directing, acting, and stagecraft. It supports a deeper engagement with the
plays and dramatic techniques presented in The Norton Anthology of Drama
Volume 2. The guide is particularly helpful for students new to drama studies
or theatre production.

9. Contemporary Playwrights: A Critical Guide
Focusing on playwrights active in the late 20th and early 21st centuries,
this guide provides biographical information, thematic analyses, and
discussions of notable works. It serves as a modern counterpart to the
historical scope of The Norton Anthology of Drama Volume 2. The book helps
readers connect past dramatic traditions with current theatrical trends.
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