no fear shakespeare as you like it

no fear shakespeare as you like it offers an accessible and modern translation of one of William
Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies, "As You Like It." This edition helps readers understand the original
text by providing side-by-side contemporary English interpretations, making Shakespeare’s language and
themes easier to grasp. The play itself explores themes of love, identity, and pastoral life, set against the
backdrop of the Forest of Arden. Using the No Fear Shakespeare version, students, educators, and
enthusiasts can engage deeply with the text while appreciating its literary artistry. This article will
examine the significance of No Fear Shakespeare’s "As You Like It," discuss its structure and themes, and

highlight how this resource enhances comprehension and appreciation of Shakespeare’s work.
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Overview of No Fear Shakespeare and Its Purpose

No Fear Shakespeare is a popular series designed to bridge the gap between Shakespeare’s original Early
Modern English and today’s readers. Its primary purpose is to make Shakespeare’s plays accessible without
diluting their complexity or beauty. By presenting the original text alongside a modern English translation,
No Fear Shakespeare allows readers to understand the plot, characters, and themes more clearly while
retaining the literary richness of the original work. This approach is particularly beneficial for educational

settings where comprehension is crucial.

The Genesis of No Fear Shakespeare

The No Fear Shakespeare series was created to address the challenges many readers face with



Shakespeare’s language, which can be dense and archaic. By translating the text into straightforward,
contemporary English, the series enables a wider audience to enjoy and analyze Shakespeare’s plays. The
"As You Like It" edition is one of the most popular due to the play’s enduring appeal and its relevance to

themes of love and identity.

Target Audience and Usage

No Fear Shakespeare caters to students, teachers, and general readers. It is commonly used in classrooms to
support curriculum goals and facilitate discussions. Additionally, the side-by-side format encourages readers
to compare the original lines with the modern translation, deepening their understanding of Shakespeare’s

language and literary devices.

Summary and Structure of "As You Like It"

"As You Like It" is a pastoral comedy that revolves around Rosalind, the daughter of a banished duke, who
flees to the Forest of Arden disguised as a young man. The play’s structure blends elements of romance,

mistaken identity, and social commentary, all set within a natural, idyllic environment.

Plot Overview

The play begins in the court, where political rivalry leads to Duke Senior’s exile and Duke Frederick’s
usurpation. Rosalind remains at court until she is banished and escapes to Arden with her cousin Celia. In
the forest, various characters encounter love, self-discovery, and reconciliation. The play culminates in

multiple marriages and the restoration of order.

Dramatic Structure
"As You Like It" follows a five-act structure typical of Shakespeare’s comedies:
1. Exposition: Introduction of conflict and characters at court.

2. Rising Action: Rosalind’s banishment and journey to Arden.

3. Climax: Revelations and romantic developments in the forest.



4. Falling Action: Resolutions of misunderstandings and conflicts.

5. Denouement: Multiple marriages and restoration of social order.

Main Themes in "As You Like It"

The play’s enduring popularity stems from its exploration of universal themes that resonate with audiences
across time. No Fear Shakespeare’s translation highlights these themes clearly, making them accessible for

modern readers.

Love and Romance

Love is central to "As You Like It," portrayed in its various forms: romantic, familial, and self-love. The
Forest of Arden acts as a transformative space where characters explore love beyond societal constraints.

The comedic misunderstandings and disguises accentuate the complexities and joys of love.

Identity and Disguise

Disguise and mistaken identity serve as crucial plot devices. Rosalind’s male disguise, Ganymede, allows
her to navigate the forest and engage with other characters in ways that challenge traditional gender roles.

This theme encourages reflection on the fluidity of identity and social roles.

Nature versus Court Life

The contrast between the corrupt court and the natural simplicity of Arden highlights themes of freedom,
innocence, and authenticity. The forest symbolizes a space for renewal and self-discovery, away from

political intrigue and societal pressures.

Characters and Their Roles

The characters in "As You Like It" are richly drawn and contribute to the play’s exploration of its themes.



No Fear Shakespeare provides clarity on their motivations and relationships through modern language

explanations.

Rosalind

The play’s heroine, intelligent and resourceful, Rosalind drives much of the action. Her disguise as

Ganymede allows her to test the sincerity of her beloved Orlando and explore the nature of love.

Orlando

The young nobleman and Rosalind’s love interest, Orlando embodies youthful passion and courage. His

poetic expressions of love add humor and depth to the narrative.

Other Key Characters

Celie: Rosalind’s loyal cousin and companion, who also experiences love and hardship.

Duke Senior: The rightful duke living in exile, representing wisdom and benevolence.

Duke Frederick: The usurper of Duke Senior’s throne, embodying tyranny and jealousy.

Touchstone: The court jester whose wit and humor provide comic relief and social critique.

Benefits of Using No Fear Shakespeare for "As You Like It"

No Fear Shakespeare’s edition of "As You Like It" offers numerous advantages for readers seeking to

understand and appreciate the play without losing the essence of Shakespeare’s literary artistry.

Improved Comprehension

By presenting the original text alongside a modern translation, readers can immediately grasp the meaning



of complex passages. This dual format supports vocabulary acquisition and clarifies archaic expressions.

Enhanced Engagement

The accessible language encourages readers to engage more deeply with the plot and characters. It helps

remove barriers that often deter readers from Shakespeare’s works.

Educational Support

No Fear Shakespeare editions are widely used in schools and universities to complement traditional

teaching methods. They help facilitate discussion, analysis, and critical thinking about Shakespeare’s plays.

How to Use No Fear Shakespeare Effectively

Maximizing the benefits of No Fear Shakespeare’s "As You Like It" requires strategic reading approaches

that combine both the original and modern texts.

Side-by-Side Reading

Read the original Shakespearean lines first, then consult the modern translation to confirm understanding.

This practice helps retain the poetic qualities of the text while ensuring clarity.

Note Taking and Annotation

Annotate passages that resonate or confuse, using the modern translation as a reference. This aids in literary

analysis and exam preparation.

Supplemental Resources

Combine No Fear Shakespeare with secondary literature, such as critical essays and performance videos, to

gain broader insights into the play’s themes and historical context.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'No Fear Shakespeare: As You Like It"?

No Fear Shakespeare: As You Like It is a modern English translation of Shakespeare's play 'As You Like It,'
designed to make the original text easier to understand by providing a side-by-side translation of the

original Elizabethan language into contemporary English.

How does 'No Fear Shakespeare: As You Like It' help readers?

It helps readers by clarifying difficult language, making Shakespeare's complex dialogue and themes more

accessible, especially for students and those new to Shakespeare's works.

What are the main themes highlighted in '"No Fear Shakespeare: As You
Like It"?

The main themes include love, identity, disguise, and the contrast between court life and the natural

world, all presented in a way that is easier to grasp through the modern translation.

Who are the central characters in '"No Fear Shakespeare: As You Like It'?

The central characters include Rosalind, Orlando, Duke Senior, Jaques, and Celia, each playing a key role in

the story of love and self-discovery in the Forest of Arden.

Why is 'No Fear Shakespeare: As You Like It' popular among students?

Because it breaks down Shakespeare's original language into simple, understandable English, making it

easier for students to follow the plot, understand the characters, and appreciate the play's literary elements.

Can 'No Fear Shakespeare: As You Like It' be used for academic study?

Yes, it is often used as a supplementary resource to help students comprehend the original text, but it is
recommended to read the original alongside the translation for a fuller understanding of Shakespeare's

language and style.

Additional Resources

1. No Fear Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet
This edition presents Shakespeare’s tragic love story in modern English alongside the original text. It helps
readers understand the complex emotions and dramatic conflicts between the Montagues and Capulets.

Perfect for students and newcomers to Shakespeare, it bridges the gap between Elizabethan language and



contemporary readers.

2. No Fear Shakespeare: Hamlet
Dive into the world of Prince Hamlet’s quest for revenge with this accessible edition. The modern
translation clarifies Shakespeare’s intricate language and explores themes of madness, betrayal, and moral

corruption. This book is ideal for those studying the play or seeking to appreciate its timeless psychological
depth.

3. No Fear Shakespeare: Macbeth
Explore the dark and supernatural elements of Macbeth with this side-by-side text and modern
interpretation. The book illuminates Shakespeare’s portrayal of ambition, guilt, and fate. It’s a valuable

resource for understanding the intense psychological drama and rich symbolism of the play.

4. No Fear Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
This edition brings to life the whimsical and magical world of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The modern
English translation makes the complex wordplay and enchanting plot accessible to all readers. It’s perfect

for those who enjoy Shakespeare’s comedy and fantastical storytelling.

5. No Fear Shakespeare: Julius Caesar
Understand the political intrigue and moral dilemmas of Julius Caesar with this clear and modern version.
The book highlights themes of power, loyalty, and betrayal, making Shakespeare’s historical drama more

approachable. It’s a helpful guide for readers interested in Roman history and political drama.

6. No Fear Shakespeare: The Tempest
Experience the mystical island and themes of magic and forgiveness in The Tempest through this side-by-
side translation. The modern text clarifies Shakespeare’s poetic language and complex characters. This

edition is excellent for readers who want to explore Shakespeare’s later works and their rich symbolism.

7. No Fear Shakespeare: Othello
This edition presents the tragic story of Othello with a modern English translation alongside the original
script. It helps readers grasp the intense emotions of jealousy, love, and deception. The book is a valuable

tool for understanding Shakespeare’s exploration of race and trust.

8. No Fear Shakespeare: Much Ado About Nothing
Discover the witty banter and romantic misunderstandings of Much Ado About Nothing in a modern,
easy-to-read format. The side-by-side text clarifies Shakespeare’s humor and character dynamics. This book

is great for readers who enjoy clever dialogue and comedic plots.

9. No Fear Shakespeare: Twelfth Night
Enjoy the comedic twists and mistaken identities of Twelfth Night with this dual-language edition. The
modern translation makes Shakespeare’s wordplay and themes of love and identity more accessible. It’s

perfect for anyone looking to explore one of Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies.
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