
new testament survey merrill c tenney
new testament survey merrill c tenney represents a foundational study resource for
understanding the New Testament through the scholarly lens of Merrill C. Tenney, a renowned biblical
scholar. This article explores the key components, themes, and scholarly insights found within
Tenney’s comprehensive survey, which has become a pivotal reference for students, pastors, and
theologians alike. The New Testament Survey by Merrill C. Tenney offers a systematic overview of the
historical context, authorship, literary structure, and theological significance of the New Testament
books. Emphasizing both academic rigor and accessibility, Tenney’s work aids readers in grasping the
continuity and distinctiveness of the New Testament message. This article will detail the background
of the survey, its major content areas, and its continuing relevance in biblical studies. Following this
introduction, a structured overview of the main sections will guide readers through the core elements
of the New Testament as presented by Tenney.
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Background and Author of New Testament Survey
The new testament survey merrill c tenney is rooted in the scholarly work of Merrill Chapin
Tenney, an esteemed New Testament scholar and professor. Tenney’s academic career included
significant tenures at institutions such as Wheaton College and Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary,
where he contributed extensively to biblical scholarship. His expertise in Greek and New Testament
studies enabled him to craft a survey that balances rigorous exegesis with clear exposition. Published
initially as a textbook, the New Testament Survey by Tenney has been widely adopted in seminaries
and Bible colleges, reflecting its authoritative status and pedagogical value. The survey’s goal is to
equip readers with a comprehensive understanding of each New Testament book’s background,
purpose, and message within the overarching narrative of Christian Scripture.

Structure and Content Overview
Merrill C. Tenney’s new testament survey is organized to facilitate a clear and methodical study of
the New Testament books. The work typically divides the content into several key sections, including
historical context, authorship, date of writing, literary features, and theological themes. Each book of
the New Testament receives focused attention, allowing readers to appreciate its unique contribution
to the Christian canon.



Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the historical milieu is essential in Tenney’s survey. This includes an exploration of the
political, social, and religious settings of the first-century Mediterranean world. Tenney emphasizes
how these factors influenced the writing and reception of the New Testament texts, such as the
impact of Roman rule, Jewish customs, and early Christian communities.

Authorship and Date
The survey carefully examines traditional and critical perspectives regarding the authorship and
chronological placement of each New Testament book. Tenney presents evidence supporting the
apostolic authorship of many texts while also addressing scholarly debates to provide a balanced
view.

Literary and Theological Features
Each book is analyzed for its literary style and theological emphasis. For example, the Gospel of John
is noted for its high Christology and symbolic language, while the Pauline epistles focus on doctrinal
instruction and church practice. Tenney’s survey highlights these distinctions to enhance
understanding of the New Testament’s diversity.

Introduction to each New Testament book

Examination of historical background

Discussion of authorship and dating

Analysis of literary style and themes

Theological insights and practical applications

Key Themes in New Testament Survey Merrill C Tenney
The new testament survey merrill c tenney identifies several overarching themes that unify the
New Testament writings. These themes are essential for grasping the message and mission of early
Christianity as reflected in the biblical texts.

The Kingdom of God
Tenney underscores the centrality of the Kingdom of God in Jesus’ teaching and the apostolic
proclamation. This theme connects the ethical, eschatological, and soteriological dimensions of the
New Testament, emphasizing God’s reign breaking into history through Christ.



Christology
Christology, or the study of the person and work of Jesus Christ, is extensively examined. Tenney’s
survey traces how different New Testament authors articulate Christ’s divinity, humanity, and
redemptive role, contributing to a fuller theological understanding.

Salvation and Redemption
The concept of salvation is explored through the lens of justification by faith, atonement, and
sanctification. Tenney highlights the apostolic emphasis on grace and faith as the means by which
believers enter into the saving work of Christ.

The Church and Christian Living
The New Testament Survey also addresses the formation of the early church and instructions for
Christian conduct. This includes teachings on community life, spiritual gifts, and ethical behavior
rooted in the gospel message.

Significance and Impact in Biblical Scholarship
Merrill C. Tenney’s new testament survey has had a lasting influence on biblical scholarship and
theological education. Its comprehensive approach and clear presentation have made it a valuable
resource for understanding the New Testament’s complexity and unity.

Academic Recognition
The survey is recognized for its scholarly accuracy and balanced treatment of critical issues. It has
been cited in numerous academic works and continues to serve as a foundational text for students
beginning New Testament studies.

Contribution to Evangelical Scholarship
Tenney’s work bridges rigorous scholarship and evangelical faith, providing a framework that affirms
the authority of Scripture while engaging with contemporary biblical criticism. This balance has
contributed to its widespread acceptance in conservative and moderate evangelical circles.

Practical Applications for Students and Ministers
The new testament survey merrill c tenney is not only an academic tool but also a practical guide
for those involved in ministry and teaching. Its clear explanations and thematic insights assist in
sermon preparation, Bible study leadership, and personal spiritual growth.



Enhancing Biblical Literacy
By providing an accessible overview of each New Testament book, Tenney’s survey helps readers
develop a coherent understanding of Scripture’s message, improving biblical literacy across diverse
audiences.

Supporting Preaching and Teaching
Ministers and educators benefit from the survey’s structured approach, which aids in crafting
messages that are both theologically sound and contextually relevant. The survey’s emphasis on
historical and cultural background enriches interpretation and application.

Encouraging Theological Reflection
The survey invites readers to engage deeply with key doctrinal themes, fostering a more informed
and reflective faith. This aspect is crucial for those preparing for leadership roles within the church.

Provides comprehensive book-by-book analysis1.

Clarifies complex theological concepts2.

Supports academic and practical ministry needs3.

Enhances understanding of New Testament context4.

Facilitates effective communication of biblical truths5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'New Testament Survey' by Merrill C. Tenney about?
'New Testament Survey' by Merrill C. Tenney is a comprehensive introduction and overview of the
books, themes, and historical context of the New Testament, designed to help readers understand its
message and significance.

Who is Merrill C. Tenney, the author of 'New Testament
Survey'?
Merrill C. Tenney was a respected biblical scholar and professor known for his expertise in New
Testament studies and for authoring several influential works on biblical literature.



What makes Merrill C. Tenney's 'New Testament Survey'
different from other New Testament introductions?
Tenney's 'New Testament Survey' is praised for its clear, concise writing, scholarly accuracy, and
balance between academic detail and readability, making it accessible for both students and lay
readers.

Is 'New Testament Survey' by Merrill C. Tenney suitable for
beginners?
Yes, 'New Testament Survey' is designed to be accessible to beginners while also providing valuable
insights for more advanced readers interested in the New Testament.

What topics are covered in Merrill C. Tenney's 'New
Testament Survey'?
The book covers the historical background, authorship, themes, and theological messages of each
New Testament book, as well as an overview of the life of Jesus, the early church, and key biblical
figures.

How is 'New Testament Survey' by Merrill C. Tenney used in
academic settings?
It is widely used as a textbook in Bible colleges, seminaries, and religious studies courses to provide
students with a foundational understanding of the New Testament.

Are there updated editions of Merrill C. Tenney's 'New
Testament Survey'?
Yes, the book has undergone several editions and updates to incorporate recent scholarship and
archaeological findings, ensuring its continued relevance.

Where can I find or purchase 'New Testament Survey' by
Merrill C. Tenney?
The book is available for purchase through major online retailers like Amazon, Christian bookstores,
and may also be available in libraries or as an e-book.

Additional Resources
1. New Testament Survey by Merrill C. Tenney
This classic work offers a comprehensive overview of the New Testament, providing historical context,
theological insights, and practical applications. Tenney’s scholarly yet accessible approach helps
readers grasp the background and message of each New Testament book. It is widely used in
seminaries and by laypersons seeking a deeper understanding of the New Testament.



2. Interpreting the New Testament: A Practical Guide by Merrill C. Tenney
In this guide, Tenney outlines key principles and methods for interpreting the New Testament text
accurately. The book emphasizes historical context, literary analysis, and theological reflection to
deepen one’s understanding. It serves as an invaluable resource for students, pastors, and anyone
interested in biblical interpretation.

3. Exploring the New Testament World by Merrill C. Tenney
This book delves into the cultural, political, and religious background of the New Testament era.
Tenney paints a vivid picture of the world in which the New Testament was written, helping readers
appreciate the text’s original setting. It enhances comprehension of the New Testament by situating it
within its historical context.

4. The Life and Teachings of Jesus Christ by Merrill C. Tenney
Focusing on the Gospels, this volume examines the life, ministry, and message of Jesus Christ. Tenney
provides detailed analysis of Jesus’ parables, miracles, and teachings, highlighting their significance
for Christian faith and practice. The book is ideal for readers interested in the person and work of
Jesus.

5. Paul the Apostle: His Life and Letters by Merrill C. Tenney
This work explores the missionary journeys, theology, and epistles of the Apostle Paul. Tenney
discusses Paul’s role in the early church and the development of Christian doctrine. The book provides
valuable insights into Paul’s influence on the New Testament and Christian history.

6. New Testament Theology: The Message of the New Testament by Merrill C. Tenney
Tenney presents a systematic overview of key theological themes in the New Testament. Topics such
as salvation, the kingdom of God, and Christology are explored with clarity and depth. This book is
useful for readers seeking to understand the theological foundations of the New Testament.

7. The Early Church and Its Mission by Merrill C. Tenney
This volume covers the growth and challenges of the early Christian church as recorded in the New
Testament. Tenney discusses the spread of Christianity, persecution, and doctrinal development. The
book sheds light on how the early church established its identity and mission.

8. Commentary on the New Testament by Merrill C. Tenney
A detailed commentary that provides verse-by-verse explanations of New Testament texts, combining
scholarly research with practical insights. Tenney’s commentary helps readers interpret difficult
passages and understand their meaning in context. It is a valuable tool for pastors, students, and
serious Bible readers.

9. Understanding the Parables of Jesus by Merrill C. Tenney
This book offers an in-depth study of the parables found in the Gospels, exploring their meanings and
implications. Tenney explains the cultural background and literary features of the parables to aid
interpretation. Readers will gain a richer appreciation for Jesus’ teaching style and message through
this work.
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