
national audubon society christmas
cards

national audubon society christmas cards offer a unique and meaningful way to
celebrate the holiday season while supporting bird conservation and
environmental protection efforts. These cards are known for their exquisite
artwork featuring a variety of bird species and natural landscapes, making
them a favorite choice for nature enthusiasts and anyone who appreciates
beautiful, eco-conscious holiday greetings. By purchasing national audubon
society christmas cards, buyers contribute directly to the Audubon Society's
mission to protect birds and their habitats across the United States. This
article explores the history, design, and impact of these cards, as well as
how they can enhance your holiday traditions. Additionally, it covers the
variety of card options available, the environmental benefits of choosing
these cards, and tips for incorporating them into your seasonal celebrations.
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History and Mission of the National Audubon
Society Christmas Cards
The National Audubon Society has a long-standing tradition of using art and
education to advance bird conservation. The Christmas cards produced by the
organization have become a key fundraising and awareness tool since their
introduction. These cards not only spread holiday cheer but also highlight
the beauty and diversity of bird species native to North America. The
proceeds from the sales of national audubon society christmas cards support
critical conservation programs, habitat restoration, and public education
efforts. This dual purpose of celebration and conservation makes these cards
a respected and impactful choice during the festive season.

Origins and Fundraising Role
The tradition of creating holiday cards by the National Audubon Society dates
back several decades. Early designs featured classic bird illustrations,
which helped establish the brand’s identity in the realm of wildlife art.
Over time, the cards evolved to include modern, vibrant depictions of birds



and their environments. The fundraising element remains central, with each
purchase contributing to the Society’s ability to protect vulnerable species
and promote sustainable environmental practices nationwide.

Supporting Bird Conservation
Every national audubon society christmas card sold helps fund bird protection
initiatives. The Society uses these funds to combat threats like habitat
loss, climate change, and pollution. The cards serve as ambassadors for the
cause, raising awareness among recipients about the importance of preserving
avian biodiversity. This connection between holiday greetings and
environmental stewardship is a defining characteristic of the National
Audubon Society’s approach.

Design and Artwork Features
One of the most distinctive aspects of national audubon society christmas
cards is their exceptional artistic quality. The cards showcase detailed
illustrations and paintings created by renowned wildlife artists, many
inspired by John James Audubon’s original works. These artworks capture the
intricate features and natural beauty of birds during the winter season,
often set against festive or serene backgrounds. The attention to detail and
artistic authenticity make these cards collectible items for art and bird
lovers alike.

Bird Species Highlighted
The card designs feature a diverse range of bird species commonly associated
with winter and the holiday season. Popular subjects include cardinals, blue
jays, chickadees, owls, and various waterfowl. These species are depicted in
their natural habitats, often surrounded by seasonal elements such as snow-
covered branches, holly, pine cones, or berries. This focus on native birds
helps educate the public about regional wildlife and encourages birdwatching
as a rewarding nature activity.

Artistic Techniques and Styles
The artwork on national audubon society christmas cards employs a variety of
techniques, including watercolor, gouache, and pencil sketching. Many artists
aim for realism to accurately portray bird anatomy and plumage, while others
incorporate subtle artistic flourishes to evoke a festive mood. The blend of
scientific precision and artistic creativity results in visually stunning
cards that are both informative and aesthetically pleasing.

Environmental Impact and Sustainability
National Audubon Society Christmas cards are designed with environmental
responsibility in mind. The production process prioritizes sustainability,
using recycled paper and eco-friendly inks whenever possible. This commitment



aligns with the Society’s broader conservation goals, ensuring that the
holiday greetings cause minimal ecological harm. Choosing these cards
supports not only bird conservation but also environmentally conscious
consumer practices during the holiday season.

Materials and Printing Practices
The cards are typically printed on high-quality, recycled cardstock that is
acid-free and biodegradable. Vegetable-based inks are often used to reduce
the environmental footprint of the printing process. Packaging materials are
minimized and recyclable, further enhancing the sustainability profile of the
product. These eco-friendly practices distinguish national audubon society
christmas cards from many conventional holiday card options.

Conservation Messaging
Beyond the physical sustainability of the cards, the messaging within often
includes educational content about bird conservation and habitat
preservation. Many cards come with inserts or back-of-card text that informs
recipients about the Audubon Society’s work and ways to get involved. This
educational component helps amplify the environmental impact of the cards by
encouraging ongoing awareness and action.

Card Varieties and Purchasing Options
The National Audubon Society offers a wide range of Christmas card options to
suit different tastes and needs. Customers can select from boxed sets, single
cards, or customizable packages. The variety includes traditional folded
cards, flat note cards, and even postcards. Each set typically features a
selection of different bird designs, allowing buyers to choose cards that
best reflect their personal style or regional bird species.

Boxed Sets and Themes
Boxed sets usually contain 12 to 24 cards with matching envelopes. Themes
vary yearly but often include classic winter birds, holiday scenes, and
seasonal flora. Some sets focus on particular bird families or habitats,
providing a curated experience for collectors and gift-givers. The high-
quality packaging also makes these sets suitable for gift giving to friends,
family, or colleagues who appreciate nature and art.

Ordering and Availability
National Audubon Society Christmas cards are available through the Society’s
official channels and select retail partners. Orders can be placed online, by
phone, or in person at Audubon centers and events. Early ordering is
recommended due to limited seasonal availability and high demand. Bulk
purchase options are also available for organizations and businesses looking
to support conservation efforts while sending holiday greetings.



Incorporating Audubon Christmas Cards into
Holiday Traditions
Using national audubon society christmas cards can enrich holiday traditions
by combining festive cheer with environmental consciousness. These cards
serve as thoughtful greetings that reflect a commitment to nature and
wildlife preservation. Incorporating them into celebrations encourages
conversations about conservation and inspires recipients to appreciate and
protect bird species year-round.

Gift Giving and Correspondence
Audubon Christmas cards make excellent gifts for bird watchers,
environmentalists, and art appreciators. They can be given as standalone
presents or paired with bird feeders, field guides, or donations to
conservation causes. Sending these cards to loved ones also communicates a
shared value of environmental stewardship, strengthening personal connections
through meaningful gestures.

Educational Activities and Community Engagement
Many families and schools use national audubon society christmas cards as
educational tools during the holiday season. Activities such as bird
identification games, art projects inspired by the card designs, and
discussions about habitat conservation foster environmental awareness among
children and adults alike. Community groups and Audubon chapters often
organize card exchanges or fundraisers that highlight the importance of
protecting native birds and their ecosystems.

Supports bird conservation and habitat protection

Features high-quality, artistic bird illustrations

Uses sustainable materials and eco-friendly printing

Available in various designs and package sizes

Enhances holiday traditions with meaningful messages

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the National Audubon Society Christmas Cards
collection?
The National Audubon Society Christmas Cards collection features holiday



greeting cards adorned with beautiful artwork of birds and nature, supporting
bird conservation efforts.

Where can I purchase National Audubon Society
Christmas Cards?
You can purchase National Audubon Society Christmas Cards through the
official Audubon Society website, select retail partners, and sometimes at
Audubon events or nature centers.

What types of bird artwork are featured on National
Audubon Society Christmas Cards?
The cards typically showcase illustrations of various North American bird
species, including cardinals, blue jays, chickadees, and other iconic winter
birds, often in festive or natural settings.

Are National Audubon Society Christmas Cards
environmentally friendly?
Yes, many National Audubon Society Christmas Cards are printed on recycled or
sustainably sourced paper and use eco-friendly inks, reflecting the
organization's commitment to conservation.

Do sales of National Audubon Society Christmas Cards
support bird conservation?
Absolutely, proceeds from the sales of these Christmas cards help fund the
National Audubon Society's bird and habitat conservation programs across the
United States.

Can I customize National Audubon Society Christmas
Cards with my own message?
Many of the cards are designed for personal messages inside, allowing you to
write your own greeting, though the artwork and exterior design typically
remain standard.

When is the best time to order National Audubon
Society Christmas Cards?
The best time to order is early in the fall or late summer to ensure timely
delivery before the holiday season, as these cards can sell out quickly
during peak demand.



Additional Resources
1. National Audubon Society Christmas Cards: A Collector's Guide
This book offers an in-depth look at the history and artistry behind the
National Audubon Society Christmas cards. It features detailed descriptions
of each card design, highlighting the bird species and natural scenes
depicted. Collectors and nature enthusiasts will appreciate the insights into
the card's production and the stories behind their creation.

2. Birds of the Holidays: The Art of Audubon Christmas Cards
Explore the stunning bird illustrations featured on Audubon Christmas cards
through the years. This book showcases the exquisite artwork and provides
background on the bird species, their habitats, and the conservation messages
tied to the cards. It’s a perfect blend of art, nature, and holiday spirit.

3. The National Audubon Society and Its Iconic Christmas Card Tradition
Delve into the origins and evolution of the National Audubon Society’s
Christmas card program. The book covers the organization's mission, how the
cards support bird conservation, and profiles of the artists who brought
these cards to life. It also includes photographs and reproductions of some
of the most popular designs.

4. Holiday Birds: A Visual Journey Through Audubon Christmas Cards
This beautifully illustrated book captures the charm of Audubon Christmas
cards by presenting a curated collection of bird-themed holiday art. Each
image is accompanied by interesting facts about the bird species and the
significance of the holiday season in bird conservation efforts. It’s a
wonderful coffee-table book for bird lovers.

5. Audubon Society Christmas Cards: Celebrating Nature and Conservation
Learn how the National Audubon Society uses Christmas cards as a tool for
raising awareness about bird protection and environmental stewardship. This
book discusses the impact of the card sales on conservation projects and
highlights the natural beauty captured in each design. It is both informative
and visually appealing.

6. Seasonal Wings: The Birds of Audubon Christmas Cards
Seasonal Wings focuses on the diverse bird species featured on Audubon
Christmas cards, exploring their behaviors, habitats, and symbolism during
the holiday season. The book includes detailed artwork reproductions and
commentary from ornithologists and artists alike, making it a rich resource
for bird enthusiasts.

7. A Year of Birds: The National Audubon Society Christmas Card Collection
This book presents a full calendar year of bird species seen on Audubon
Christmas cards, linking each card to the seasonal changes and migration
patterns. It offers readers an educational journey through the natural world
as celebrated by the Audubon Society’s holiday tradition.

8. Nature's Greetings: The Story Behind Audubon Christmas Cards
Discover the heartfelt stories that inspired the creation of various Audubon



Christmas card designs. This narrative-driven book combines personal
anecdotes from artists and conservationists with the history of the National
Audubon Society’s efforts to protect birds through their holiday campaigns.

9. The Art and Science of Audubon Christmas Cards
This comprehensive volume examines both the artistic techniques used to
create Audubon Christmas cards and the scientific accuracy of the bird
illustrations. Featuring interviews with artists and wildlife experts, the
book offers a unique perspective on how art and science come together in
these beloved holiday cards.
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