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my lai a brief history with documents 3 explores the complex and harrowing events surrounding the
My Lai Massacre during the Vietham War. This article delves into the historical context, firsthand
accounts, and critical documents that shed light on one of the most tragic incidents in modern military
history. By examining official reports, survivor testimonies, and military investigations, the article
provides a detailed understanding of the circumstances and consequences of the massacre. The
analysis also covers the impact of the incident on public perception, military ethics, and subsequent
war policies. Readers will gain a comprehensive overview of the My Lai event through a careful review
of key documents and historical facts. This article serves as an essential resource for those interested
in military history, war crimes, and the Vietnam War era. The following table of contents outlines the

main areas covered.
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Historical Background of the My Lai Massacre

The My Lai Massacre occurred on March 16, 1968, during the Vietham War, when U.S. Army soldiers

from Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 20th Infantry Regiment, 11th Brigade, Americal Division, entered



the village of My Lai in South Vietnam. The operation was part of a broader effort to root out Viet
Cong fighters in the region. However, instead of encountering armed combatants, the soldiers found

unarmed Vietnamese

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'My Lai: A Brief History with Documents 3' about?

'My Lai: A Brief History with Documents 3' is a collection of primary source documents and historical
analysis that explores the My Lai Massacre during the Vietham War, providing firsthand accounts,

official reports, and perspectives related to the event.

Who authored 'My Lai: A Brief History with Documents 3'?

The book is compiled and edited by John D. Powers, a historian who specializes in Vietham War

studies, aiming to present a comprehensive documentary history of the My Lai Massacre.

What types of documents are included in "My Lai: A Brief History with
Documents 3'?

The book includes a variety of documents such as military reports, eyewitness testimonies,
government investigations, newspaper articles, and letters that collectively shed light on the events and

aftermath of the My Lai Massacre.

How does 'My Lai: A Brief History with Documents 3' contribute to
understanding the Vietham War?

By presenting diverse primary sources, the book offers a nuanced view of the My Lai Massacre,
illustrating its impact on public opinion, military policy, and American society during the Vietnam War

era.



Is 'My Lai: A Brief History with Documents 3' suitable for academic

study?

Yes, the book is often used in academic settings as it provides original documents and critical
analysis, making it a valuable resource for students and researchers studying the Vietnam War and

military ethics.

What new insights does the third edition of 'My Lai: A Brief History
with Documents' provide?

The third edition includes updated documents and recent scholarship that reflect ongoing debates and
newly uncovered information about the massacre, enhancing readers' understanding of its complexity

and legacy.

Additional Resources

1. My Lai: A Brief History with Documents

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the My Lai massacre during the Vietham War,
combining historical narrative with primary source documents. It provides readers with firsthand
accounts, official reports, and media coverage to give a multifaceted perspective on the events. The
text aims to help readers understand the complexities of war crimes and their impact on both soldiers

and civilians.

2. Four Hours in My Lai by Michael Bilton and Kevin Sim

This detailed investigative book reconstructs the events of the My Lai massacre through extensive
interviews and archival research. It delves into the psychological and military factors that led to the
tragedy, providing a deeper understanding of the human dimensions behind the atrocity. The authors

also explore the aftermath and the efforts to bring justice.

3. Vietnam: A History by Stanley Karnow



Karnow's comprehensive history of the Vietnam War includes significant coverage of the My Lai
massacre and its implications. The book contextualizes My Lai within the broader conflict, examining
how it affected public opinion and policy in the United States. It is widely regarded as a definitive

account of the war.

4. Kill Anything That Moves: The Real American War in Vietnam by Nick Turse

This book exposes the widespread atrocities committed by U.S. forces in Vietham, with My Lai as a
central case study. Turse draws on declassified documents and survivor testimonies to argue that My
Lai was part of a larger pattern of violence and impunity. The work challenges traditional narratives

and sheds light on the brutal realities of the conflict.

5. Justice at My Lai: The Case of Lieutenant Calley by Timothy N. H. Webb

Focusing on the legal proceedings following the My Lai massacre, this book examines the trial of
Lieutenant William Calley. Webb discusses the challenges of prosecuting war crimes and the military
justice system's response to the massacre. The work provides insight into the complexities of

accountability in wartime.

6. War Stories: The My Lai Massacre and Its Aftermath by John M. Del Vecchio

This collection of essays and analyses explores the cultural and political impact of the My Lai
massacre on American society. Del Vecchio examines media coverage, public reaction, and the role of
memory in shaping the narrative of My Lai. The book also considers how the massacre influenced

subsequent military ethics.

7. My Lai 4: A Report on the Massacre and lts Aftermath by Seymour M. Hersh

Written by the journalist who originally broke the story, this book provides an in-depth investigation into
the massacre and the cover-up attempts. Hersh's reporting was crucial in bringing the truth to light,
and his book offers a detailed account of the events and their exposure. It remains a key text for

understanding the significance of My Lai.

8. On the Trail of My Lai: A Journey In Search of Justice by Michael Bilton

In this reflective work, Bilton revisits the site of the massacre and engages with survivors, veterans,



and locals to explore the long-term effects of My Lai. The book highlights themes of reconciliation,
remembrance, and the quest for justice. It offers a personal and historical perspective on healing after

atrocity.

9. The Vietnam War: An Intimate History by Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns

Accompanying the PBS documentary series, this book provides a vivid and comprehensive narrative of
the Vietham War, including the My Lai massacre. Through interviews, photographs, and archival
materials, it brings to life the experiences of soldiers, civilians, and policymakers. The book situates My

Lai within the broader human story of the war.
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