muhammad his life based on the
earliest sources

muhammad his life based on the earliest sources offers a foundational
perspective on the life and times of the Prophet Muhammad, the founder of
Islam. The earliest sources, including biographies (sira), hadith
collections, and historical chronicles, provide critical insight into his
birth, early life, prophethood, and legacy. Understanding Muhammad's life
through these earliest narratives helps scholars and readers distinguish
historical facts from later interpretations and legends. This article
explores his lineage, the socio-political context of 7th-century Arabia, and
the key events that shaped his mission. By analyzing these primary accounts,
the article presents a comprehensive overview of Muhammad’s life based on the
earliest sources, shedding light on the origins of Islam and its initial
spread. The following sections will guide readers through the main stages and
themes of Muhammad’s life, supported by the earliest historical evidence.
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Early Life and Background

Lineage and Birth

Muhammad his life based on the earliest sources begins in the city of Mecca
around 570 CE. He was born into the Quraysh tribe, a prominent mercantile
clan known for its religious and political influence in the Arabian
Peninsula. His father, Abdullah, died before his birth, and his mother,
Aminah, passed away when he was a young child. Early biographical texts such
as Ibn Ishaq’s "Sirat Rasul Allah" provide detailed accounts of his noble
lineage tracing back to the patriarch Ishmael, son of Abraham, which was
significant for establishing his prophetic legitimacy.



Childhood and Early Years

The earliest sources describe Muhammad’s upbringing as modest and marked by
the care of his grandfather Abd al-Muttalib and later his uncle Abu Talib.
These guardians ensured the young Muhammad was protected and educated in the
customs and traditions of the Quraysh. His early life included working as a
shepherd and engaging in trade caravans, gaining a reputation for honesty and
reliability, earning him the nickname “Al-Amin,” meaning “the trustworthy.”

Revelation and Prophethood

The First Revelation

According to the earliest Islamic sources, Muhammad’s prophetic mission began
at the age of 40 when he received his first revelation from the Angel Gabriel
(Jibril) in the cave of Hira near Mecca. The initial message emphasized
monotheism and social justice, which marked a significant shift from the
prevailing polytheistic practices. These revelations were later compiled into
the Quran, which serves as the primary religious text of Islam.

Early Preaching and Message

Following the first revelation, Muhammad began preaching publicly about the
oneness of God (Tawhid), the importance of ethical conduct, and the need for
social reform. The earliest sources highlight his calls for the abolition of
idolatry, charity towards the poor, and moral rectitude. These teachings
initially attracted a small group of followers but soon faced resistance from
Meccan elites who felt threatened by his message.

Challenges and Opposition

Persecution by the Quraysh

Early sources document the increasing hostility Muhammad faced from the
Quraysh leadership, who perceived his monotheistic message as a threat to
their religious authority and economic interests tied to the Kaaba's
polytheistic pilgrimage. This opposition included social ostracism, economic
sanctions, and physical violence directed at Muhammad and his followers.
Despite these hardships, the Muslim community steadily grew.



Internal Community Struggles

Within the early Muslim community, Muhammad had to navigate complex social
dynamics, including tensions with rival clans and internal dissent. The
earliest texts reveal instances of conflict and the need for Muhammad’s
leadership to mediate disputes and maintain unity among his followers. His
role as both a spiritual and political leader became increasingly pronounced
during this period.

Migrations and Establishment of the Muslim
Community

Migration to Abyssinia

The earliest sources report that some of Muhammad’s followers migrated to
Abyssinia (modern-day Ethiopia) to escape persecution in Mecca. This
migration was significant as it demonstrated early attempts to seek refuge
and establish a supportive Muslim diaspora. The Christian king of Abyssinia
reportedly offered protection, highlighting early interfaith interactions.

The Hijra to Medina

The pivotal moment in Muhammad his life based on the earliest sources is the
Hijra, the migration from Mecca to Medina in 622 CE. This event marks the
beginning of the Islamic calendar and symbolizes the transition from
persecution to political and religious establishment. In Medina, Muhammad was
accepted as a leader, judge, and military commander, consolidating the Muslim
community and drafting agreements to govern inter-tribal relations.

Formation of the Ummah

In Medina, the earliest biographies detail Muhammad’s efforts to build the
ummah, or community of believers. This included creating a constitution known
as the Constitution of Medina, which outlined the rights and responsibilities
of Muslims, Jews, and other inhabitants. It established a framework for
coexistence and collective security, underscoring Muhammad’s role as a
unifying figure.

Final Years and Legacy



Military Campaigns and Consolidation

The later period of Muhammad’s life involved several military campaigns
against hostile tribes and Meccan forces. Early sources recount battles such
as Badr, Uhud, and the Trench, which were critical in securing the survival
and expansion of the Muslim community. These engagements also reinforced
Muhammad’s position as a political and military leader.

Conquest of Mecca

One of the defining moments recorded in the earliest accounts is the peaceful
conquest of Mecca in 630 CE. Muhammad’s return to his birthplace with a large
following resulted in the widespread acceptance of Islam and the cleansing of
the Kaaba from idols, reaffirming monotheism. This event symbolized the
triumph of Muhammad’s mission and the unification of the Arabian Peninsula
under Islam.

Death and Succession

Muhammad passed away in 632 CE in Medina after a brief illness. The earliest
sources describe his death with reverence and detail the immediate challenges
faced by the community regarding leadership succession. His legacy, as
preserved in the earliest biographies and hadith, laid the foundation for the
rapid expansion of Islam and the establishment of a lasting religious and
political tradition.

Key Contributions and Impact

The earliest sources emphasize several key contributions of Muhammad’s life:

Establishment of monotheism in a predominantly polytheistic region.

Creation of a unified Muslim community (ummah) with legal and social
frameworks.

Introduction of ethical and social reforms promoting justice and
equality.

Foundation of a religious text, the Quran, guiding spiritual and daily
life.

Political and military leadership that unified the Arabian tribes.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are considered the earliest sources on the life
of Muhammad?

The earliest sources on the life of Muhammad include the Quran, early Islamic
biographies (sira) such as Ibn Ishaq's Sirat Rasul Allah, and Hadith
collections compiled within the first two centuries after Muhammad's death.

What do the earliest sources say about Muhammad's
early life?

According to the earliest sources, Muhammad was born in Mecca around 570 CE
into the Quraysh tribe. He was orphaned at a young age and raised by his

grandfather and later his uncle. He worked as a merchant and was known for
his honesty and trustworthiness.

How do the earliest sources describe Muhammad's
first revelations?

The earliest sources describe that Muhammad received his first revelation at
the age of 40 while meditating in the Cave of Hira near Mecca. The angel
Gabriel appeared to him and instructed him to 'Read' or 'Recite,' marking the
beginning of his prophethood.

What role did Muhammad play in Meccan society
according to early sources?

Early sources depict Muhammad as a social and religious reformer who
challenged the polytheistic practices of Mecca. He preached monotheism,
social justice, and moral conduct, which initially met with resistance and
persecution from the Quraysh leaders.

How did Muhammad's migration to Medina feature in
the earliest sources?

The migration (Hijra) to Medina in 622 CE is a pivotal event in the earliest
sources. It marks the establishment of the first Muslim community and the
beginning of the Islamic calendar. Muhammad became a political and spiritual
leader in Medina, uniting various tribes under Islam.

What do the earliest sources say about Muhammad's
family life?

The earliest sources mention Muhammad's marriage to Khadijah, who was a
supportive partner and his first follower. They had several children



together. After Khadijah's death, Muhammad married multiple women, which was
common in that era and served various social and political purposes.

How do the earliest sources portray Muhammad's death
and legacy?

According to the earliest sources, Muhammad died in 632 CE in Medina after a
brief illness. His death led to the establishment of the caliphate and the
rapid expansion of Islam. He is portrayed as a prophet, statesman, and
exemplary moral figure whose teachings continue to influence millions.

Additional Resources

1. Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest Sources by Martin Lings

This book presents a detailed biography of the Prophet Muhammad, drawing
primarily from the earliest Islamic sources. Martin Lings offers a narrative
that is both accessible and scholarly, emphasizing the spiritual and
historical context of Muhammad's life. It is widely regarded as one of the
most readable and reliable biographies of the Prophet.

2. The Life of Muhammad by Ibn Ishaq (translated by A. Guillaume)

Ibn Ishaq’s biography is one of the earliest and most important sources on
the life of Muhammad. Although the original text is lost, the surviving
recension through Ibn Hisham remains vital for understanding the Prophet's
life. This work covers his early life, prophethood, and the establishment of
Islam with rich traditional accounts.

3. The Life of Muhammad by Muhammad Husayn Haykal

Based on classical Islamic sources, Haykal'’s narrative provides a
comprehensive biography that places Muhammad’s life within the broader socio-
political context of 7th century Arabia. The book synthesizes early Islamic
traditions with modern historical analysis, making it accessible to
contemporary readers.

4. Ar-Raheeq Al-Makhtum (The Sealed Nectar) by Safi-ur-Rahman al-Mubarakpuri
Winner of the first Muslim World League’s biography contest, this book is a
well-researched, detailed biography that relies heavily on the earliest
Islamic texts. It presents Muhammad’s life in a straightforward and
chronological manner, emphasizing his moral and spiritual leadership.

5. In the Footsteps of the Prophet: Lessons from the Life of Muhammad by
Tariq Ramadan

Drawing from early sources, Tariq Ramadan explores the Prophet’s life with a
focus on his spiritual and ethical teachings. The book offers insights into
Muhammad’s character and decisions, linking them to contemporary challenges
faced by Muslims.

6. The Life of Muhammad by Muhammad ibn Saad (translated by A. Bewley)
This work is part of the larger collection "Kitab al-Tabaqgat al-Kabir" and is



among the earliest comprehensive biographies based on firsthand reports and
early Islamic traditions. Ibn Saad’s detailed accounts cover the Prophet’s
life, his companions, and significant events in early Islam.

7. Muhammad: Man and Prophet by Adil Salahi

Adil Salahi’s biography is rooted in the earliest sources and provides a
thorough, chronological account of Muhammad’s life. The book balances
historical facts with spiritual reflections, making it suitable for both
academic and general readers interested in the Prophet’s life.

8. The Early Life of Muhammad by W. Montgomery Watt

This scholarly work delves into the formative years of Muhammad, relying on
early Islamic and non-Islamic sources. Watt critically examines the socio-
political environment of pre-Islamic Arabia and the initial revelations,
offering a nuanced view of Muhammad’s early experiences.

9. Muhammad and the Origins of Islam by F.E. Peters

F.E. Peters provides a critical historical analysis of Muhammad’s life based
on early Islamic sources and contemporary historical methods. The book
explores the Prophet’s role in founding Islam and the transformation of
Arabian society, emphasizing the earliest narratives and their historical
context.
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