
mla style guide
mla style guide is an essential resource for students, educators, and writers seeking to
format academic papers and cite sources correctly. This style guide, established by the
Modern Language Association, provides clear rules for writing, documenting, and
structuring research papers in the humanities, particularly in language and literature.
Adhering to the MLA style guide ensures consistency, credibility, and clarity in scholarly
communication. This article explores the key components of the MLA style guide, including
formatting guidelines, citation rules, and best practices for avoiding plagiarism. A thorough
understanding of this guide helps writers produce polished, professional papers that meet
academic standards. The following sections will delve into the formatting essentials, in-text
citations, works cited entries, and tips for effective writing using MLA style.

Understanding MLA Formatting Guidelines

Mastering In-Text Citations

Creating the Works Cited Page

Common MLA Style Guide Tips and Best Practices

Understanding MLA Formatting Guidelines

The MLA style guide provides specific formatting instructions to maintain uniformity across
academic papers. These guidelines cover aspects such as margins, font, spacing, and
headings, ensuring that the document is professional and easy to read. Proper formatting is
crucial as it sets the foundation for the presentation of content and sources.

General Paper Format

According to the MLA style guide, papers should be typed on standard 8.5 x 11-inch white
paper with 1-inch margins on all sides. The preferred font is a legible, easily readable style
such as Times New Roman, sized at 12 points. The entire document should be double-
spaced, including quotations, notes, and the list of works cited. Indentation for new
paragraphs should be one half-inch from the left margin, typically achieved by using the
Tab key.

Header and Title

The MLA style guide requires a header that includes the writer's last name followed by a



space and the page number, aligned to the right margin. This header appears on every
page. On the first page, the writer's name, instructor’s name, course, and date should be
listed on separate lines, aligned to the left. The title of the paper should appear centered
below this information, without underlining, bolding, or italicizing unless it contains a title of
another work.

Mastering In-Text Citations

In-text citations are a fundamental aspect of the MLA style guide, used to credit sources
within the body of a paper. These citations provide brief source information that
corresponds to full entries on the works cited page, enabling readers to locate the original
materials. Accurate in-text citations prevent plagiarism and enhance the writer’s credibility.

Basic Format of In-Text Citations

The standard MLA in-text citation consists of the author’s last name and the page number
from which the information or quote is taken, enclosed in parentheses. For example: (Smith
123). If the author is mentioned in the sentence, only the page number is included in
parentheses. This concise format integrates smoothly into the text without disrupting the
flow.

Citing Multiple Authors and Sources Without Authors

When citing a source with two authors, include both last names connected by "and," such
as (Johnson and Lee 45). For sources with three or more authors, use the first author's last
name followed by "et al." For works without a known author, cite a shortened version of the
title in quotation marks, for example: (“Global Warming” 67).

Creating the Works Cited Page

The works cited page is an integral part of the MLA style guide, listing all sources
referenced in the research paper. This page appears at the end of the document and
provides full bibliographic details, allowing readers to find the original sources. Properly
formatted works cited entries ensure transparency and academic integrity.

General Formatting of the Works Cited Page

The works cited page should have the title "Works Cited" centered at the top of the page.
Entries must be double-spaced, with a hanging indent of one half-inch for lines after the



first in each citation. Entries are listed alphabetically by the author’s last name or by title if
no author is available.

Examples of Common Source Citations

Books should be cited with the author’s name, title in italics, publisher, and year of
publication. For example:

Smith, John. Understanding Literature. Penguin Books, 2018.

Articles from journals or magazines require the author’s name, article title in quotation
marks, journal title in italics, volume and issue numbers, year, and page range:

Doe, Jane. “Modern Poetry Trends.” Literary Review, vol. 26, no. 3, 2020, pp. 45-67.

Online sources should include the author, title, website name in italics, publisher (if
available), publication date, and the URL or DOI (though URLs are not always required by
the MLA style guide, depending on instructor preferences).

Common MLA Style Guide Tips and Best Practices

Following the MLA style guide extends beyond formatting and citations. It encompasses
careful attention to detail, consistency, and ethical writing practices. Adopting these best
practices ensures the integrity and professionalism of academic work.

Maintaining Consistency and Accuracy

Consistency in applying MLA style rules throughout a paper is essential. Writers should
verify all citations match corresponding works cited entries and ensure formatting is
uniform across headings, margins, and spacing. Using style manuals or trusted online
resources can help maintain accuracy.

Avoiding Plagiarism with Proper Citation

The MLA style guide emphasizes the importance of crediting all sources of information,
ideas, and direct quotations. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism, which can have serious



academic consequences. Proper paraphrasing combined with accurate citations is vital for
ethical scholarship.

Utilizing Tools and Resources

Many writers benefit from citation generators and style-checking software that support MLA
formatting. While helpful, these tools should be used carefully and supplemented with
manual verification to ensure compliance with the most current MLA standards.

Regularly update knowledge of MLA guidelines as they evolve

Consult the latest MLA Handbook for detailed rules

Review instructor or publisher-specific requirements

Proofread papers for formatting and citation errors

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the MLA Style Guide used for?
The MLA Style Guide is used for formatting academic papers and citing sources in the
humanities, particularly in writing about language and literature.

How do I format the header in an MLA style paper?
In MLA style, the header should include your last name and page number in the top right
corner of each page, half an inch from the top.

How do I cite a book in MLA format?
To cite a book in MLA format, include the author's name, book title in italics, publisher, and
year of publication. For example: Smith, John. *The Art of Writing*. Penguin, 2020.

What is the correct MLA format for an in-text citation?
An MLA in-text citation typically includes the author's last name and the page number
without a comma, e.g., (Smith 23). If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, only
the page number is needed in parentheses.



How should I format the Works Cited page in MLA style?
The Works Cited page should start on a new page, be titled 'Works Cited' centered at the
top, and list all sources alphabetically by the author's last name with a hanging indent for
each entry.

Does MLA style require a title page?
Generally, MLA style does not require a separate title page. Instead, include your name,
instructor's name, course, and date on the first page, aligned to the left, above the title.

How do I cite online sources in MLA format?
To cite online sources in MLA format, include the author's name, title of the webpage or
article in quotation marks, website name in italics, publisher if available, publication date,
and the URL without 'http://' or 'https://'.

Additional Resources
1. The MLA Handbook, 9th Edition
This comprehensive guide is the official publication of the Modern Language Association
and the definitive resource for MLA style. It offers detailed instructions on formatting
papers, citing sources, and creating works-cited lists. The handbook is essential for
students, educators, and researchers in the humanities to ensure clarity and consistency in
academic writing.

2. MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing
This manual provides in-depth guidance on MLA style beyond the basics, including advice
on publishing academic work. It covers topics such as manuscript preparation,
documentation, and ethical writing practices. The book is ideal for graduate students and
professionals preparing manuscripts for publication.

3. MLA Formatting and Style Guide (Online Edition)
Available through the Purdue OWL website, this online guide offers accessible and up-to-
date MLA formatting rules and citation examples. It is frequently updated to reflect the
latest edition of the MLA Handbook. This resource is particularly useful for quick reference
and practical application in writing assignments.

4. MLA Style: A Student Guide
Designed specifically for students, this concise guide simplifies the complexities of MLA
formatting and citation. It includes clear examples, sample papers, and tips for avoiding
common errors. This book is a practical tool for learners new to MLA style who want to
develop strong writing and research skills.

5. Mastering MLA Style: A Guide for Academic Writing
This book focuses on mastering the nuances of MLA style in academic writing, emphasizing
clarity and precision. It includes detailed explanations of in-text citations, works-cited
entries, and paper formatting. The guide also addresses new digital source citation
practices relevant to contemporary research.



6. MLA Style Essentials
A quick-reference handbook that highlights the most critical elements of MLA formatting
and citation. It is designed for students and writers who need a straightforward, easy-to-
navigate resource. The book covers fundamental rules, including formatting guidelines,
punctuation, and organizing a works-cited list.

7. The Complete Guide to MLA Formatting
This comprehensive resource covers all aspects of MLA style, from manuscript preparation
to citing unconventional sources. It provides step-by-step instructions and sample citations
for books, articles, websites, and multimedia sources. The guide is useful for writers at all
levels seeking thorough instruction in MLA style.

8. MLA Citation Made Simple
This user-friendly guide breaks down the process of citing sources in MLA format into
simple, manageable steps. It includes examples for a variety of source types and
emphasizes the importance of proper attribution to avoid plagiarism. The book is a helpful
tool for students and novice researchers.

9. Practical MLA Style for Writers and Editors
A resource aimed at writers and editors who work with MLA style in professional and
academic contexts. It focuses on practical application, including manuscript formatting,
citation consistency, and style troubleshooting. The book offers guidance on adapting MLA
style for different types of writing projects.
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