
milovan djilas the new class
milovan djilas the new class is a pivotal concept in the analysis of communist systems,
introduced by Milovan Djilas, a Yugoslav communist politician and dissident. This theory
critically examines the emergence of a bureaucratic elite within socialist states, challenging
traditional Marxist views on class structures. Djilas's work, particularly his book titled "The
New Class," presents a profound critique of how power and privilege were concentrated in
the hands of party officials rather than being genuinely distributed among the proletariat.
Understanding the implications of milovan djilas the new class is essential for
comprehending the dynamics of communist regimes and the socio-political transformations
they underwent during the 20th century. This article delves into the origins, core
arguments, and lasting impact of Djilas's theory while exploring its relevance in
contemporary political discourse. The following sections provide a detailed analysis of the
concept, its historical context, and its critiques.
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Background of Milovan Djilas
Milovan Djilas was a prominent Yugoslav communist leader, intellectual, and later a
dissident who played a significant role in the politics of Yugoslavia during and after World
War II. Born in 1911, Djilas was an early member of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia and
held various influential positions within the government and party hierarchy. His
experiences within the upper echelons of the communist regime gave him a unique
perspective on the internal functioning of socialist states. Over time, Djilas grew critical of
the emerging bureaucratic class that he believed betrayed the ideals of socialism. His
insights culminated in the publication of "The New Class," which offered a systematic
critique of the power structures within communist societies. This background is crucial to
understanding the development of milovan djilas the new class as a theoretical framework.

The Concept of The New Class
At the core of milovan djilas the new class is the idea that a new ruling elite emerged in
communist countries, distinct from the traditional capitalist class described by Marxist



theory. Unlike the bourgeoisie, this new class consisted of party officials, bureaucrats, and
administrators who controlled the state's political and economic apparatus. Djilas argued
that this group monopolized power and privileges, effectively replacing the capitalist class
as the dominant ruling elite. This new class maintained its dominance not through private
ownership of the means of production, but through control over state resources and
decision-making processes.

Definition and Characteristics
Djilas defined the new class as a social stratum that held exclusive access to political power
and bureaucratic control in socialist states. Its key characteristics included:

Exclusive control over government and party institutions

Monopoly on decision-making authority

Access to special privileges and material benefits

Ability to perpetuate its status through institutional mechanisms

This conceptualization challenged the traditional Marxist assumption that the abolition of
private property would eliminate class distinctions.

Historical Context
Milovan Djilas developed his theory during the mid-20th century, a period marked by the
consolidation of communist regimes across Eastern Europe and parts of Asia. Many of these
states proclaimed the establishment of classless societies, yet Djilas observed that a new
elite had effectively replaced the old ruling classes. His analysis was grounded in the
political realities of the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, and other socialist countries where
bureaucratic hierarchies governed society. The timing of his critique was significant, as it
coincided with growing disillusionment among intellectuals and citizens regarding the gap
between socialist ideology and practice.

Key Arguments in Milovan Djilas The New Class
Milovan Djilas articulated several fundamental arguments within the framework of the new
class theory. These arguments expose the contradictions in communist systems and
highlight the emergence of new social inequalities.

Contradiction of Socialist Ideals
Djilas contended that the existence of the new class was a direct contradiction to the
socialist ideal of a classless society. Although communism aimed to eradicate exploitation
and hierarchy, the rise of the bureaucratic elite created a new form of class domination.



This contradiction undermined the legitimacy of communist regimes and raised questions
about the authenticity of their commitment to socialism.

Role of Bureaucracy
The bureaucracy was central to the perpetuation of the new class. According to Djilas,
bureaucrats were not mere functionaries but active agents who controlled economic
resources, political power, and social privileges. Their administrative control allowed them
to shape policies and maintain their privileged status, creating a power structure that was
self-sustaining and resistant to democratic oversight.

Economic and Social Privileges
Unlike traditional communist rhetoric that emphasized equality, Djilas observed that
members of the new class enjoyed various economic and social privileges unavailable to
the general population. These included better housing, access to scarce goods, and
exclusive social networks. Such disparities reinforced the stratification within supposedly
egalitarian societies.

Impact on Communist Theory and Practice
The theory of milovan djilas the new class had significant repercussions for communist
theory and the practice of socialism in the 20th century. It prompted a reevaluation of the
nature of power and class within socialist states and influenced dissident movements and
reformist critiques.

Influence on Dissident Thought
Djilas's critique inspired many intellectuals and activists who opposed authoritarian
communist regimes. His exposure of bureaucratic elitism provided a theoretical foundation
for calls for political pluralism, transparency, and democratization. This influence was
particularly notable in Eastern Europe, where dissident movements emerged in response to
stagnation and repression.

Challenges to Marxist Orthodoxy
The new class theory challenged orthodox Marxist interpretations by demonstrating that
the elimination of capitalism did not necessarily result in a classless society. This insight led
to debates within communist parties and among theorists about the nature of socialism and
the possibility of genuine workers' control.



Impact on Policy and Reform
While many communist regimes initially dismissed Djilas's ideas as counterrevolutionary,
some were forced to acknowledge the problems of bureaucratic privilege and corruption. In
certain cases, this acknowledgment led to limited reforms aimed at reducing bureaucratic
excesses and improving governance, though often without fundamentally altering the
power structure.

Criticism and Controversy
Milovan Djilas and his concept of the new class faced criticism from various quarters,
including communist loyalists and scholars who questioned the accuracy or applicability of
his analysis.

Communist Party Reactions
Djilas was expelled from the Yugoslav Communist Party and imprisoned for his dissenting
views. Party officials accused him of betraying socialist principles and undermining unity.
The controversy highlighted the intolerance for internal criticism within communist regimes
and the risks faced by intellectuals challenging the status quo.

Scholarly Debates
Some scholars argued that Djilas overstated the coherence and distinctiveness of the new
class or failed to account for complex social dynamics within socialist states. Others
contended that bureaucratic privileges existed but did not constitute a new social class in
the strict Marxist sense. These debates continue to inform interpretations of communist
governance and class structures.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance
The concept of milovan djilas the new class remains relevant for understanding not only
historical communist regimes but also contemporary political phenomena involving
bureaucratic elites and authoritarian governance.

Influence on Post-Communist Studies
After the collapse of communist regimes in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, scholars
revisited Djilas's theory to explain the persistence of elite domination and inequality in
post-socialist societies. The new class framework helped analyze how former party officials
and bureaucrats transitioned into new forms of power, often controlling economic assets
and political influence.



Application to Modern Political Systems
Beyond post-communist contexts, the theory offers insights into the formation of ruling
elites in various authoritarian and hybrid regimes. The concentration of power within
bureaucratic or political classes can be understood through the lens of Djilas's analysis,
highlighting enduring patterns of privilege and control in state structures.

Enduring Lessons
Milovan Djilas the new class underscores the importance of vigilance against the
emergence of unaccountable elites in any political system. It serves as a cautionary tale
about the risks of power consolidation and the challenges of achieving genuine
egalitarianism in governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Milovan Djilas?
Milovan Djilas was a Yugoslav communist politician, theorist, and writer, known for his
critical views on communism and his concept of the 'new class.'

What is 'The New Class' according to Milovan Djilas?
'The New Class' is a term coined by Milovan Djilas to describe a privileged bureaucratic elite
in communist states that controls the means of production and holds power, replacing the
old capitalist ruling class.

When was 'The New Class' theory first introduced by
Djilas?
Milovan Djilas first introduced the theory of 'The New Class' in the 1950s, particularly in his
1957 book titled 'The New Class: An Analysis of the Communist System.'

What was the main argument of Djilas' book 'The New
Class'?
Djilas argued that in communist societies, a new ruling class of party bureaucrats emerged,
who enjoyed privileges and power similar to the bourgeoisie in capitalist societies, thus
betraying the ideals of socialism.

How did Djilas' views on communism affect his political
career?
Djilas' critical views, especially his concept of 'The New Class,' led to his expulsion from the
Yugoslav Communist Party and imprisonment, as his ideas were seen as a threat to the



communist regime.

Why is 'The New Class' theory still relevant today?
'The New Class' theory remains relevant as it offers a framework to understand how
political elites can maintain power and privilege in ostensibly egalitarian or socialist
systems, and it is applied in analyses of various authoritarian regimes.

How did Milovan Djilas' 'New Class' concept influence
political thought?
Djilas' concept influenced dissident and critical thought by highlighting the internal
contradictions of communist regimes, inspiring debates on bureaucratic elitism, and
influencing later critiques of authoritarian socialism.

Can 'The New Class' theory be applied beyond
communist countries?
Yes, some scholars argue that the 'New Class' concept can be applied to any political
system where a bureaucratic or technocratic elite consolidates power and privileges,
including certain capitalist or authoritarian systems.

Additional Resources
1. The New Class: An Analysis of the Communist System
This seminal work by Milovan Djilas critiques the emerging bureaucratic elite within
communist regimes, arguing that a new ruling class had replaced the old bourgeoisie. Djilas
provides a detailed examination of how this new class controls the state and economy,
effectively creating a new form of oppression. The book is a fundamental text for
understanding the internal dynamics and contradictions of communist societies during the
Cold War.

2. Socialism and Bureaucracy: The Rise of the New Class
This book explores the bureaucratic structures that developed in socialist states, expanding
on Djilas’s concepts. It discusses how bureaucracy undermines socialist ideals by
concentrating power in the hands of a few, leading to inefficiency and corruption. The text
offers historical examples and theoretical insights into the challenges faced by socialist
governments.

3. Milovan Djilas and the Critique of Communist Elites
A comprehensive study of Djilas’s political thought and his critique of communist
leadership, this book situates his ideas within the broader context of 20th-century
socialism. It analyzes his impact on dissident movements and the eventual reforms in
Eastern Europe. Readers gain a nuanced understanding of the tensions between ideology
and practice in communist regimes.

4. The New Class and the Future of Socialism
Focusing on the implications of Djilas’s theory for the future of socialist movements, this



book debates whether socialism can survive without bureaucratic domination. It examines
various attempts at reform and the prospects for democratic socialism in the modern era.
The discussion is enriched by case studies from different countries and time periods.

5. From Revolution to Bureaucracy: Djilas’s Legacy
This volume traces the historical progression from revolutionary ideals to bureaucratic
governance, highlighting Djilas’s warnings about the emergence of a new ruling class. It
assesses the accuracy of his predictions and their relevance to contemporary political
systems. The book also considers alternative pathways to avoid bureaucratic
entrenchment.

6. Bureaucratic Elites in Socialist States: Insights from Djilas
Delving into the sociology of socialist elites, this book applies Djilas’s framework to analyze
power dynamics within various communist countries. It studies the social origins, privileges,
and roles of bureaucratic elites, comparing them to traditional ruling classes. The work
contributes to the broader discourse on class and power under socialism.

7. Democracy and the New Class: Challenges in Post-Communist Societies
This book investigates the transition from communist rule to democratic governance,
focusing on the lingering influence of the new class described by Djilas. It explores how
former bureaucratic elites have adapted or resisted change and the impact on democratic
consolidation. The analysis includes political, economic, and social dimensions of post-
communist transformation.

8. Critiques of the Communist State: Djilas and Beyond
A collection of essays that situates Djilas’s critique within a wider array of intellectual
challenges to communist states. The book covers diverse perspectives on bureaucracy,
power, and ideology, highlighting both common themes and unique contributions. It offers
readers a broad understanding of opposition within the socialist bloc.

9. The New Class Theory in Contemporary Political Thought
This text revisits Djilas’s theory in light of recent political developments and academic
debates. It assesses the continuing relevance of the new class concept in analyzing modern
political systems, including authoritarian regimes and post-socialist states. The book
encourages readers to reconsider class structures beyond traditional capitalist frameworks.
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