milgram experiment questions and
answers

milgram experiment questions and answers provide essential insights into one of the
most famous and controversial psychological studies conducted in the 20th century. The
Milgram experiment, designed by Stanley Milgram in the 1960s, explored the extent to
which individuals would obey authority figures, even when asked to perform actions
conflicting with their personal conscience. This article delves into the core questions and
answers surrounding the experiment, its methodology, findings, ethical implications, and
its lasting impact on psychology and society. Understanding these questions and answers
is crucial for students, researchers, and anyone interested in human behavior, authority,
and obedience. The detailed exploration covers the experiment’s setup, key results,
common critiques, and frequently asked questions, providing a comprehensive overview of
this landmark study.
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Overview of the Milgram Experiment

The Milgram experiment is a psychological study conducted by Stanley Milgram in 1961,
focusing on obedience to authority. It sought to investigate how far individuals would go in
obeying instructions from an authority figure, even when those instructions involved
causing harm to another person. The experiment involved participants believing they were
administering electric shocks to a learner whenever an incorrect answer was given, with
shocks increasing in intensity. Although no real shocks were delivered, the participants
were unaware of this and believed the situation to be genuine. The experiment revealed
unsettling truths about human obedience and authority influence.

Purpose and Hypothesis

Milgram aimed to understand the extent of obedience people would show when ordered to
perform acts conflicting with their moral values. His hypothesis was that individuals would
resist harming others; however, the results challenged this assumption by demonstrating
high levels of obedience despite apparent distress.



Methodology and Procedure

The experimental procedure involved three roles: the experimenter (authority figure), the
teacher (participant), and the learner (confederate). The teacher was instructed to
administer increasingly severe shocks to the learner for every wrong answer. The
experimenter used verbal prompts to encourage continued obedience, even when the
learner expressed pain or requested to stop. This setup allowed Milgram to systematically
study obedience under controlled conditions.

Key Questions and Answers About the Experiment

This section addresses some of the most critical milgram experiment questions and
answers, explaining the study’s design, results, and interpretations in detail.

What Was the Main Finding of the Milgram Experiment?

The primary finding was that a significant majority of participants (about 65%) were
willing to administer the highest level of shock (450 volts) when prompted by an authority
figure, despite the apparent distress of the learner. This demonstrated that ordinary
people could commit harmful acts under authoritative pressure.

Why Did Participants Obey the Authority Figure?

Participants obeyed because of several psychological factors, including the perceived
legitimacy of the authority, the experimental setting lending credibility, and the gradual
escalation of the shocks, which reduced resistance over time. Milgram concluded that
obedience results from situational pressures rather than personality traits alone.

What Were the Roles of the Experimenter and the
Learner?

The experimenter acted as the authority figure, instructing the participant to administer
shocks and encouraging continued obedience. The learner was a confederate pretending
to receive shocks and respond with pre-recorded expressions of pain and distress. This
setup created the illusion of a real punishment scenario, essential for testing obedience.

How Did Milgram Measure Obedience?

Obedience was measured by the highest voltage shock participants were willing to
administer. The voltage levels ranged from 15 volts to 450 volts, with verbal prompts
increasing pressure to continue. The willingness to reach the maximum voltage was
considered the key indicator of obedience to authority.



What Variations Were Tested in the Experiment?

Milgram conducted several variations to test factors influencing obedience, including:

Physical proximity of the learner

Proximity and presence of the experimenter

Location of the experiment (prestigious vs. non-prestigious setting)

Presence of dissenting peers who refused to continue

Each variation affected obedience rates, demonstrating the role of environmental and
social factors.

Ethical Considerations and Criticisms

The Milgram experiment raised significant ethical questions and has been widely debated
for its approach to research ethics. This section explores the primary ethical challenges
and the criticisms posed by psychologists and ethicists.

Were Participants Harmed Psychologically?

Many participants experienced significant stress, anxiety, and emotional conflict during
the experiment, believing they were harming another person. Although Milgram debriefed
participants afterward, some critics argue that the psychological harm caused was
unethical and could have long-term effects.

Did the Experiment Have Informed Consent?

Participants gave consent to participate in a study described as related to learning and
memory, not obedience or harm to others. This lack of full disclosure raises ethical
concerns regarding informed consent and deception in psychological research.

How Has Ethics in Research Changed Since Milgram?

The controversy surrounding Milgram’s experiment contributed to the development of
stricter ethical guidelines for psychological research. Institutional review boards (IRBs)
now require researchers to minimize deception, ensure informed consent, and protect
participants from harm, reflecting lessons learned from this and similar studies.



Impact and Legacy of the Milgram Experiment

The Milgram experiment’s findings have had a profound influence on psychology,
sociology, and our understanding of authority and obedience. This section examines the
broader impact and ongoing relevance.

Influence on Social Psychology

The experiment significantly advanced social psychology by highlighting how situational
factors can overpower personal morals, emphasizing obedience as a powerful social force.
It has inspired numerous studies on conformity, authority, and moral behavior.

Applications in Real-World Contexts

Milgram’s research has been used to explain obedience in various historical and social
contexts, such as military conduct, organizational behavior, and atrocities committed
under authoritarian regimes. It underscores the importance of ethical authority and
individual responsibility.

Ongoing Debates and Research

Despite its age, the Milgram experiment continues to provoke debate regarding human
nature and obedience. Researchers have replicated and expanded upon the study,
investigating cultural, gender, and individual differences in obedience to authority.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQSs)

This section compiles common milgram experiment questions and answers that clarify
typical points of confusion or curiosity about the study.

Did All Participants Obey Completely?

No, not all participants administered the maximum shock level. About 35% defied the
experimenter’s commands before reaching the highest voltage, indicating a spectrum of
obedience and resistance.

Was the Learner Actually Shocked?

No, the shocks were simulated. The learner was a confederate who acted out responses,
but no real harm occurred. This was essential to maintain ethical standards while
investigating behavior.



What Does the Milgram Experiment Teach About
Authority?

The experiment demonstrates that authority figures can exert tremendous influence over
individuals, sometimes overriding personal morals and ethical considerations. It highlights
the need for critical thinking and moral courage in hierarchical structures.

Is the Milgram Experiment Still Relevant Today?

Yes, the study remains relevant as it provides foundational knowledge about obedience
and authority, important for understanding social dynamics, organizational behavior, and
ethical leadership in modern contexts.

How Can Knowledge of the Experiment Be Applied?

Understanding the Milgram experiment helps educators, leaders, and policymakers create
environments that encourage ethical behavior, questioning authority when necessary, and
promoting personal responsibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of the Milgram experiment?

The main purpose of the Milgram experiment was to investigate obedience to authority
figures and to understand how far individuals would go in obeying instructions that
involved harming another person.

Who conducted the Milgram experiment and when?

The Milgram experiment was conducted by psychologist Stanley Milgram in the early
1960s, specifically starting in 1961.

What was the basic procedure of the Milgram
experiment?

In the Milgram experiment, participants were instructed to administer electric shocks to a
learner whenever an incorrect answer was given, with shocks increasing in intensity, to
study how obedient participants were to the authority figure giving instructions.

What were the key findings of the Milgram experiment?

The key findings showed that a significant majority of participants were willing to
administer potentially lethal electric shocks to another person when instructed by an
authority figure, demonstrating the power of obedience even when actions conflicted with



personal conscience.

What ethical concerns arose from the Milgram
experiment?

The Milgram experiment raised ethical concerns including the psychological stress
experienced by participants, deception about the true nature of the study, and the lack of
informed consent regarding the potential emotional impact.

Additional Resources

1. Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View

This seminal book by Stanley Milgram himself explores the foundations and outcomes of
his famous obedience experiments. It delves into the psychological mechanisms that
compel ordinary people to follow orders, even when they conflict with personal morals.
The book provides detailed analysis and answers to common questions about the
methodology and implications of the experiment.

2. The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil

Written by Philip Zimbardo, this book examines the psychological processes that lead to
obedience and conformity, linking closely to Milgram’s findings. It addresses questions
about situational power and individual responsibility, offering insights into why people
comply with harmful authority. The book includes real-life examples and psychological
theories that complement Milgram's work.

3. Behind the Shock Machine: The Untold Story of the Notorious Milgram Psychology
Experiments

This investigative account by Gina Perry uncovers new details and controversies
surrounding the Milgram experiments. It addresses many unanswered questions and
critiques about the experiment’s ethics and validity. The book provides a balanced
perspective and contextualizes the experiment within broader scientific discussions.

4. Obedience and Authority in Everyday Life

This text explores how Milgram’s findings apply beyond the laboratory, examining
obedience in daily social and professional settings. It answers questions about the
influence of authority figures in various contexts, such as workplaces and institutions. The
book offers practical implications for understanding human behavior in hierarchical
structures.

5. Compliance: The Psychology of Obedience and Reform

Focusing on the psychological principles behind compliance, this book discusses the
factors that lead individuals to obey commands and conform to social norms. It provides
answers to questions about the balance between personal ethics and social pressure. The
text offers strategies for recognizing and resisting undue influence.

6. Authority, Social Influence, and Obedience: Classic and Contemporary Perspectives
This comprehensive volume compiles key research studies, including Milgram’s
experiment, alongside modern analyses. It addresses frequently asked questions and
debates about obedience, authority, and social influence. The book serves as a critical



resource for students and researchers interested in the dynamics of compliance and
resistance.

7. The Social Psychology of Power and Obedience

Exploring the intersection of power dynamics and obedience, this book clarifies how
authority figures can manipulate behavior. It answers questions related to the
psychological and social conditions that facilitate obedience. Case studies and empirical
data provide a deeper understanding of Milgram’s experimental findings.

8. Ethics and Controversies in Psychological Research: The Milgram Experiment and
Beyond

This book critically examines the ethical dilemmas raised by Milgram’s study and other
controversial research. It provides answers to questions about research design,
participant welfare, and the impact of such experiments on psychology. The text
encourages reflection on the balance between scientific advancement and ethical
responsibility.

9. Understanding Human Obedience: Questions and Answers on the Milgram Experiment
A focused guide that directly addresses common queries about the Milgram experiment,
including its purpose, procedures, and outcomes. The book simplifies complex
psychological concepts for a broad audience, making it accessible for students and curious
readers. It also discusses the experiment’s relevance to contemporary social issues and
authority challenges.
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