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microsoft azure administrator exam ref az 104 is a critical resource for IT
professionals seeking certification as Azure administrators. This exam ref
focuses on validating skills in managing Azure subscriptions, securing
identities, configuring virtual networking, and deploying resources
efficiently on Microsoft Azure. As cloud computing continues to dominate the
enterprise IT landscape, certification such as the AZ-104 exam becomes
essential for demonstrating expertise in Azure administration. This article
provides a comprehensive guide to the microsoft azure administrator exam ref
az 104, covering key exam objectives, preparation strategies, and important
topics candidates need to master. Additionally, it explores the exam format,
essential study materials, and tips to achieve success. Whether you are a
beginner in Azure or an experienced professional aiming for certification,
this detailed overview will help streamline your study process and clarify
the exam’s scope.

Understanding the Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam Ref AZ-104

Exam Objectives and Skills Measured

Key Topics Covered in AZ-104

Preparation Strategies and Study Resources

Exam Format and Question Types

Tips for Success on the AZ-104 Exam

Understanding the Microsoft Azure Administrator
Exam Ref AZ-104

The microsoft azure administrator exam ref az 104 is designed to assess a
candidate’s ability to manage and maintain Microsoft Azure environments. It
targets professionals responsible for implementing, monitoring, and
maintaining Azure solutions, including major services related to compute,
storage, network, and security. Passing the AZ-104 exam demonstrates
proficiency in managing Azure identities, governance, virtual networking, and
resource deployment.

This exam replaces the previous AZ-103 exam and reflects the latest updates
in Azure services and management tools. Candidates preparing for AZ-104
should have hands-on experience with Azure portal, Azure PowerShell, Azure
CLI, and ARM templates to align with real-world administrative tasks.

Exam Objectives and Skills Measured

The microsoft azure administrator exam ref az 104 evaluates a broad set of
skills necessary for effective Azure administration. The exam objectives are



categorized into several domains, each focusing on specific capabilities and
knowledge areas essential for Azure administrators.

Manage Azure Identities and Governance

This objective covers configuring Azure Active Directory, managing users and
groups, implementing role-based access control (RBAC), and managing
subscriptions and governance features such as policies and blueprints.

Implement and Manage Storage

Candidates must demonstrate expertise in creating and managing Azure storage
accounts, configuring blob storage, file shares, and managing data
replication and encryption settings.

Deploy and Manage Azure Compute Resources

This area involves managing virtual machines, containers, and app services.
It includes scaling, performance optimization, and patch management for
compute resources.

Configure and Manage Virtual Networks

Skills tested include setting up virtual networks, subnets, network security
groups, VPN gateways, and implementing Azure DNS and monitoring network
traffic.

Monitor and Back Up Azure Resources

Candidates need to know how to monitor resource health using Azure Monitor,
configure alerts, implement backup and recovery solutions, and troubleshoot
common issues.

Manage Azure Active Directory and identities

Implement role-based access control and governance

Configure storage accounts, blobs, and file shares

Deploy and configure virtual machines and containers

Establish and manage virtual networks and connectivity

Monitor resources and implement backup strategies

Key Topics Covered in AZ-104

The microsoft azure administrator exam ref az 104 encompasses a wide range of
topics that reflect the core responsibilities of an Azure administrator.
Mastery of these topics ensures candidates can effectively manage cloud
infrastructure and services.



Azure Active Directory and Identity Management

Understanding Azure AD fundamentals, configuring multi-factor authentication,
managing device identities, and integrating on-premises directories are
critical components.

Resource Management and Governance

Topics include managing Azure subscriptions, resource groups, applying tags,
implementing policies, and managing locks to prevent accidental resource
deletion or modification.

Storage Solutions

Focus areas include blob storage tiers, Azure Files, storage security, and
configuring lifecycle management policies for efficient data management.

Virtual Machines and Compute Services

Knowledge of VM deployment options, VM scale sets, availability sets,
extensions, and VM backup is essential.

Networking and Connectivity

Key subjects include configuring virtual networks, subnets, network peering,
Azure Firewall, VPNs, and ExpressRoute.

Monitoring and Backup

Candidates must be familiar with Azure Monitor, Log Analytics, configuring
alerts, and Azure Backup solutions for data protection and disaster recovery.

Preparation Strategies and Study Resources

Effective preparation for the microsoft azure administrator exam ref az 104
requires a structured approach combining theoretical study and practical
experience. Utilizing a variety of resources enhances understanding and
readiness.

Official Microsoft Learning Paths

Microsoft provides free, role-based learning paths tailored for the AZ-104
exam. These cover all exam objectives with modules and hands-on labs.

Exam Ref Books and Study Guides

The Exam Ref AZ-104 book is an authoritative resource offering in-depth
coverage of exam topics, practice questions, and scenario-based exercises.

Practice Exams and Labs

Taking practice tests helps identify knowledge gaps and familiarizes
candidates with the exam format. Hands-on labs offer real-world experience



with Azure services.

Online Courses and Tutorials

Several platforms offer instructor-led training and video tutorials that
complement self-study and provide expert insights.

Use official Microsoft documentation and learning paths

Engage with practice exams and timed quizzes

Participate in hands-on labs and Azure sandbox environments

Join study groups and forums for peer support

Exam Format and Question Types

The microsoft azure administrator exam ref az 104 is a proctored exam
consisting of multiple question types designed to assess both theoretical
knowledge and practical skills. Understanding the exam format helps
candidates manage time and approach questions effectively.

Multiple Choice and Multiple Response

These questions assess knowledge of concepts and the ability to select one or
more correct answers from given options.

Drag and Drop

Candidates may be required to match concepts, steps, or components in a
logical sequence, testing understanding of processes.

Case Studies and Scenario-Based Questions

These simulate real-world situations requiring application of knowledge to
solve problems or make decisions.

Build List and Hotspot Questions

Some questions ask to arrange items in a proper order or identify correct
areas on diagrams or screenshots.

The exam typically lasts about 120 minutes and includes a mix of question
types to comprehensively evaluate proficiency in Azure administration.

Tips for Success on the AZ-104 Exam

Success in the microsoft azure administrator exam ref az 104 depends on
thorough preparation, practical experience, and effective test-taking
strategies. Candidates should approach the exam with confidence and a clear
plan.



Develop Hands-On Experience

Practical experience with Azure portal, PowerShell, and CLI commands is
invaluable. Setting up test environments helps reinforce learning.

Focus on Core Exam Objectives

Prioritize studying the domains with higher weight in the exam and ensure a
strong grasp of identity management, networking, and compute services.

Use Multiple Study Resources

Combine official materials, books, online courses, and community resources
for a well-rounded understanding.

Practice Time Management

During the exam, allocate time wisely. Answer easier questions first, then
revisit challenging ones.

Review and Stay Updated

Azure services evolve rapidly, so staying current with the latest changes and
updates is crucial.

Gain extensive hands-on Azure administration experience

Study exam objectives thoroughly and systematically

Utilize diverse learning materials and practice tests

Manage exam time effectively to maximize performance

Keep abreast of Azure platform updates and features

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam
AZ-104?

The Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam AZ-104 is a certification test
designed to validate the skills and knowledge of professionals in managing
Azure subscriptions, securing identities, administering infrastructure,
configuring virtual networking, and managing Azure resources.

What are the main topics covered in the AZ-104 exam?

The AZ-104 exam covers managing Azure identities and governance, implementing
and managing storage, deploying and managing Azure compute resources,
configuring and managing virtual networking, and monitoring and backing up
Azure resources.



How can I prepare effectively for the AZ-104 exam?

Effective preparation for the AZ-104 exam includes studying the official
Microsoft learning paths, practicing with hands-on labs in the Azure portal,
using practice exams, and reviewing Microsoft documentation and community
resources.

What are the prerequisites for taking the AZ-104
exam?

There are no formal prerequisites for the AZ-104 exam, but it is recommended
that candidates have experience with Azure services, administration, and a
good understanding of core Azure concepts and workloads.

What types of questions can I expect on the AZ-104
exam?

The AZ-104 exam includes multiple-choice questions, case studies, drag-and-
drop, and build list questions that assess practical knowledge and problem-
solving skills related to Azure administration.

How often is the AZ-104 exam updated to reflect
changes in Azure?

Microsoft regularly updates the AZ-104 exam to align with the latest Azure
features and best practices, typically every 6 to 12 months, ensuring the
exam remains relevant to current Azure administration tasks.

Additional Resources
1. Exam Ref AZ-104 Microsoft Azure Administrator
This official Microsoft exam reference book provides comprehensive coverage
of the skills measured by the AZ-104 exam. It includes detailed explanations
of core Azure services, security, governance, and administration tasks. The
book is designed to help candidates prepare efficiently with real-world
scenarios and practice questions.

2. Microsoft Azure Administrator Certification Guide
This guide offers a focused approach to mastering Azure administration
concepts and passing the AZ-104 exam. It covers virtual networks, storage
solutions, identity management, and resource monitoring. Readers will find
hands-on labs and tips for exam success throughout the chapters.

3. Azure Administrator – Exam Prep and Practice
A practical workbook that emphasizes exam preparation through practice
questions and scenario-based exercises. It breaks down complex Azure
management tasks into understandable segments. Ideal for candidates seeking
to reinforce their knowledge with real test simulations.

4. Mastering Microsoft Azure Infrastructure Services
This book dives deep into the infrastructure components of Azure relevant to
the AZ-104 exam. Topics include virtual machines, networking, and security
configurations. It is useful for administrators wanting to gain hands-on
expertise in designing and managing Azure environments.



5. Microsoft Azure Security Technologies for AZ-104
Focusing specifically on the security aspects of Azure administration, this
book helps candidates understand identity and access management, data
protection, and threat mitigation. It aligns content with the AZ-104 exam
objectives related to security best practices.

6. Azure Governance and Compliance for Administrators
This title explores governance strategies, policies, and compliance
frameworks within Azure, catering to the AZ-104 exam domains. It provides
insights into managing subscriptions, resource groups, and role-based access
control. Readers will learn how to implement effective governance models in
Azure.

7. Hands-On Azure Administration
A practical guide emphasizing real-world administration tasks in Azure,
including deployment, configuration, and monitoring. It is designed for
learners who prefer a learn-by-doing approach to prepare for the AZ-104 exam.
The book includes step-by-step labs and troubleshooting tips.

8. Microsoft Azure Monitoring and Performance Optimization
This book focuses on monitoring Azure resources, diagnosing issues, and
optimizing performance, all critical for the AZ-104 exam. It covers tools
like Azure Monitor, Log Analytics, and Application Insights, helping
administrators maintain healthy cloud environments.

9. Azure Storage Solutions for Administrators
Dedicated to Azure storage services, this book helps readers understand blob,
file, queue, and table storage management. It aligns with the AZ-104 exam
objectives related to storage implementation and security. The book includes
practical examples and best practices for efficient data storage in Azure.
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