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age of jackson crash course us history 14 explores one of the most transformative and
turbulent periods in early 19th-century America. This era, defined by the presidency of
Andrew Jackson and the political, social, and economic shifts that accompanied it, deeply
influenced the trajectory of the United States. From the rise of Jacksonian democracy to the
controversial policies like Indian Removal and the Bank War, this period marks a significant
chapter in American history. Understanding the Age of Jackson is essential for
comprehending the evolution of American political culture, the expansion of suffrage, and
the regional tensions that foreshadowed the Civil War. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of these critical developments, drawing on key themes and events
featured in the "Crash Course US History 14" series. Below is a detailed breakdown of the
main topics covered in this examination of the Age of Jackson.

The Rise of Andrew Jackson and Jacksonian Democracy

Economic Policies and the Bank War

Indian Removal and Native American Displacement

Nullification Crisis and States’ Rights

Expansion of Suffrage and Political Participation

The Rise of Andrew Jackson and Jacksonian
Democracy
The Age of Jackson crash course us history 14 begins by highlighting Andrew Jackson’s
ascent to the presidency and the emergence of Jacksonian democracy. Jackson’s rise
symbolized a shift toward greater political participation by the "common man" and a
challenge to established elites. His image as a populist hero resonated with many
Americans who felt excluded from the political process during previous administrations.
Jackson’s presidency (1829–1837) marked the beginning of a new era that emphasized
broader electoral involvement and a more direct form of democracy.

Background and Political Career
Andrew Jackson’s background as a self-made man and military hero, particularly his victory
in the Battle of New Orleans during the War of 1812, helped him gain widespread
popularity. His political career was marked by his opposition to the entrenched political
establishment and his advocacy for the rights of ordinary citizens. Jackson’s presidency
followed a contentious election in 1824, where he won the popular vote but lost the



presidency in the House of Representatives, an event dubbed the "Corrupt Bargain."

Principles of Jacksonian Democracy
Jacksonian democracy was characterized by several key principles, including expanded
suffrage for white men, patronage or the "spoils system," and a belief in limited federal
government with strong executive power. It also promoted the idea that political power
should be more accessible and less controlled by wealthy elites. This democratic expansion,
however, was limited primarily to white males and excluded women, Native Americans, and
African Americans.

Economic Policies and the Bank War
The Age of Jackson crash course us history 14 also covers Jackson’s economic policies,
focusing on the Bank War, a defining conflict of his administration. Jackson’s opposition to
the Second Bank of the United States was rooted in his belief that the bank favored the
wealthy and wielded too much economic power. This battle had lasting effects on American
financial policy and set precedents for presidential authority over economic matters.

Opposition to the National Bank
Jackson viewed the National Bank as a monopoly that benefited elite interests at the
expense of common citizens. He vetoed the recharter of the bank in 1832, a move that
sparked fierce political debate. Jackson’s veto message articulated a vision of government
that prioritized the rights and needs of ordinary people over institutional interests.

Consequences of the Bank War
Following the veto, Jackson removed federal deposits from the National Bank and
redistributed them to various state banks, known as "pet banks." This action destabilized
the banking system and contributed to economic fluctuations, including the Panic of 1837.
The Bank War underscored the tension between different visions of federal power and
economic regulation during the Age of Jackson.

Indian Removal and Native American
Displacement
One of the most controversial aspects of the Age of Jackson crash course us history 14 is
the policy of Indian Removal, which had devastating consequences for Native American
populations. Jackson’s administration pursued aggressive policies to relocate Native
American tribes from their ancestral lands in the Southeast to territories west of the
Mississippi River.



The Indian Removal Act of 1830
This legislation authorized the president to negotiate removal treaties with Native American
tribes. The act was justified by Jackson and his supporters as a way to protect Native
Americans from extinction and to open land for white settlers. However, it resulted in forced
displacement and suffering for thousands of Native Americans.

The Trail of Tears
The forced relocation of the Cherokee Nation, known as the Trail of Tears, epitomizes the
tragic impact of Indian Removal. Thousands of Cherokee died from disease, exposure, and
starvation during the journey to designated Indian Territory. This event remains a stark
reminder of the human cost of Jacksonian policies.

Nullification Crisis and States’ Rights
The Age of Jackson crash course us history 14 also addresses the Nullification Crisis, a
major conflict over the balance of power between federal and state governments. This crisis
arose when South Carolina declared the federal tariffs of 1828 and 1832 null and void
within the state, challenging federal authority.

Background of the Crisis
The tariffs were seen by many Southerners as economically damaging and unfair,
benefiting Northern industries at the expense of the South. South Carolina’s assertion of the
right to nullify federal laws tested the limits of states’ rights and federal supremacy.

Jackson’s Response and Resolution
President Jackson strongly opposed nullification, viewing it as a threat to the Union. He
issued a proclamation condemning the doctrine of nullification and prepared to use military
force if necessary. The crisis was eventually defused by a compromise tariff negotiated by
Henry Clay, but it foreshadowed the sectional conflicts that would lead to the Civil War.

Expansion of Suffrage and Political Participation
The Age of Jackson crash course us history 14 highlights the dramatic expansion of suffrage
that occurred during this period, transforming American democracy. Property requirements
for voting were eliminated in many states, allowing a broader segment of white men to
participate in elections.



Changes in Voting Rights
By the 1830s, most white male adults could vote regardless of property ownership, which
significantly increased voter turnout and political engagement. This democratization of
voting helped fuel the rise of the Democratic Party and the more inclusive, though still
limited, political culture of the era.

Rise of Political Parties and Campaigning
The Age of Jackson saw the development of new political strategies, including national
conventions, party platforms, and mass political rallies. The Democratic Party, led by
Jackson, and the emerging Whig Party competed vigorously for popular support. These
innovations laid the groundwork for modern American electoral politics.

Increased voter participation among white men

Introduction of party conventions and platforms

Development of mass political campaigns and rallies

Emergence of a two-party system

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'Age of Jackson' in Crash
Course US History #14?
The main focus is on the presidency of Andrew Jackson and the political, social, and
economic changes in the United States during his era.

How did Andrew Jackson's presidency change American
politics?
Jackson's presidency marked the rise of the 'common man' in politics, expanded suffrage to
all white men, and introduced the spoils system.

What was the significance of the Indian Removal Act
discussed in the video?
The Indian Removal Act led to the forced relocation of Native American tribes from their
ancestral lands, culminating in the Trail of Tears.



How did Andrew Jackson respond to the Nullification
Crisis?
Jackson firmly opposed South Carolina's attempt to nullify federal tariffs, asserting federal
authority and threatening to use military force if necessary.

What role did the Bank War play in Jackson's
presidency?
Jackson opposed the Second Bank of the United States, viewing it as a tool of elite interests,
and ultimately succeeded in dismantling it.

How did the Democratic Party evolve during the Age of
Jackson?
The Democratic Party became more organized and focused on representing the interests of
the common white male citizen and promoting states' rights.

What was the spoils system and how did Jackson
implement it?
The spoils system involved awarding government jobs to political supporters; Jackson used
it extensively to build loyalty and reshape the bureaucracy.

How did the Age of Jackson impact Native American
communities?
It was a devastating period marked by forced removals, loss of land, and cultural disruption
for many Native American tribes.

Why is Andrew Jackson considered a controversial
figure in US history?
Jackson is praised for expanding democracy but criticized for his authoritarian style and
policies harmful to Native Americans and other groups.

What economic changes occurred during the Age of
Jackson?
There was increased emphasis on capitalism, westward expansion, and debates over the
role of the federal government in the economy.



Additional Resources
1. Age of Jackson: The Rise of the Common Man
This book explores the transformative era of Andrew Jackson’s presidency, highlighting his
appeal to the “common man” and the expansion of democracy in the United States. It
delves into Jackson’s policies, including the Indian Removal Act and his opposition to the
national bank. The narrative provides insight into how his leadership reshaped American
politics and society during the 1820s and 1830s.

2. Jacksonian Democracy and the American Frontier
Focusing on the political and social changes during Jackson’s era, this book examines the
rise of popular democracy and the westward expansion of the United States. It discusses
how Jacksonian ideals influenced frontier life and the nation’s evolving identity. The text
also addresses the conflicts and controversies that accompanied this period of rapid
growth.

3. The Bank War: Andrew Jackson and the Fight for the American Economy
This detailed account centers on Andrew Jackson’s fierce opposition to the Second Bank of
the United States. It explains the economic and political stakes involved and how Jackson’s
veto of the bank’s recharter affected the nation’s financial system. The book also considers
the broader implications of the Bank War on American politics.

4. Indian Removal and the Trail of Tears
A comprehensive study of one of the most tragic aspects of Jackson’s presidency, this book
chronicles the forced relocation of Native American tribes from their ancestral lands. It
provides context on the Indian Removal Act, the experiences of the Cherokee and other
tribes, and the devastating consequences of the Trail of Tears. The narrative emphasizes
the human cost of American expansionism during this period.

5. Political Party Realignment in the Age of Jackson
This book investigates the emergence and evolution of American political parties during
Jackson’s time. It covers the transformation from the Era of Good Feelings to the intense
partisan battles between Democrats and Whigs. The work sheds light on how Jackson’s
leadership influenced party platforms, voter participation, and election strategies.

6. The Nullification Crisis: States’ Rights vs. Federal Power
Examining a critical constitutional conflict, this book focuses on the confrontation between
South Carolina and the federal government over tariff laws. It details how Andrew Jackson
navigated this crisis, balancing the defense of federal authority with concerns about states’
rights. The text highlights the significance of this episode in the lead-up to the Civil War.

7. Andrew Jackson: The People's President
A biography that offers a balanced view of Andrew Jackson’s life, from his humble
beginnings to his controversial presidency. The book explores his military career, political
philosophy, and lasting impact on American democracy. It also addresses the complexities
and contradictions of his character and policies.

8. The Rise of Mass Politics in Early 19th Century America
This work examines the expansion of political participation and the development of mass
political culture during the Age of Jackson. It discusses innovations such as the popular
election of presidents, the rise of political rallies, and the role of newspapers. The book



provides context for understanding how democracy became more inclusive yet also more
contentious.

9. Crash Course US History #14: The Age of Jackson Explained
A companion book to the popular Crash Course video series, this title summarizes the key
themes and events of the Age of Jackson. It offers an accessible overview suitable for
students and general readers seeking a concise understanding of Jacksonian America. The
book highlights major topics like democracy expansion, economic policy, and Native
American relations.
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