advanced placement united states history
2020

advanced placement united states history 2020 marked a pivotal year for students and
educators navigating the complexities of the APUSH curriculum amid unprecedented challenges.
This article explores the key components of the Advanced Placement United States History 2020
exam, including curriculum changes, exam format adjustments, and effective study strategies.
Emphasis will be placed on how the College Board adapted the course content and assessment
methods in response to the global pandemic, ensuring that students could still demonstrate their
mastery of U.S. history. Additionally, this article will delve into the major historical themes and
periods emphasized in the 2020 exam, as well as resources and tips for success. Understanding
these elements is essential for students aiming to excel in APUSH and gain college credit. The
following sections will provide a comprehensive overview of the 2020 AP United States History
experience and offer guidance for future test-takers.

e Overview of Advanced Placement United States History 2020
e Curriculum and Content Changes in 2020

e Exam Format and Administration Adjustments

e Key Historical Themes and Periods Covered

e Effective Study Strategies for APUSH 2020

e Resources and Tools for Exam Preparation

Overview of Advanced Placement United States History
2020

The advanced placement united states history 2020 exam was distinct due to significant
modifications driven by the COVID-19 pandemic. Traditionally, APUSH is a comprehensive course
covering American history from pre-Columbian times to the present, designed to challenge high
school students with college-level material. In 2020, the College Board implemented a shortened
curriculum and altered exam format to accommodate remote learning and limited classroom
instruction. Despite these changes, the core objective remained to evaluate students’ understanding
of U.S. history, historical thinking skills, and the ability to analyze primary and secondary sources.
The exam continued to emphasize critical thinking, writing, and synthesis of historical evidence in a
timed testing environment.



Curriculum and Content Changes in 2020

In response to the disruptions caused by the pandemic, the College Board introduced a reduced
curriculum for advanced placement united states history 2020, focusing on specific historical
periods rather than the full scope of American history. This decision helped to streamline instruction
and focus student learning on essential content areas within a limited timeframe.

Reduced Content Framework

The 2020 APUSH curriculum concentrated on three key periods:

e Period 3: 1754-1800 - The early republic and revolutionary era
e Period 4: 1800-1848 - Expansion, reform, and antebellum America

e Period 5: 1844-1877 - Civil War and reconstruction

By narrowing the scope, students were able to engage deeply with critical events, movements, and
transformations that defined early American history, including the development of political
ideologies, social reform movements, and the consequences of the Civil War.

Focus on Historical Thinking SKkills

Alongside content adjustments, the 2020 curriculum maintained a strong emphasis on historical
thinking skills such as analyzing primary sources, making historical connections, and constructing
evidence-based arguments. These skills are fundamental to APUSH and were reinforced through
revised learning objectives and exam questions tailored to the shortened content.

Exam Format and Administration Adjustments

The advanced placement united states history 2020 exam format underwent significant changes to
adapt to remote testing conditions and ensure fairness amid the pandemic. These modifications
affected the structure, duration, and types of questions presented on the exam.

Online Exam and Timing

Unlike previous years, the 2020 APUSH exam was administered online, with students completing the
exam at home. The exam duration was shortened to 45 minutes, a substantial reduction from the
typical three-hour format. This adjustment aimed to accommodate the challenges of remote testing
and reduce student fatigue.



Exam Question Types

The 2020 APUSH exam consisted solely of free-response questions (FRQs), eliminating multiple-
choice and short-answer sections. Students were required to answer one Document-Based Question
(DBQ) and one Long Essay Question (LEQ). Each question tested students’ abilities to analyze
historical documents, develop coherent arguments, and demonstrate content knowledge within the
designated periods.

Proctoring and Security Measures

To maintain academic integrity, the College Board implemented various security protocols during
the online exam, including timed responses and file submission requirements. Despite these
measures, the remote format presented unique challenges for both students and educators in terms
of access to technology and testing environments.

Key Historical Themes and Periods Covered

The advanced placement united states history 2020 exam concentrated on pivotal eras that shaped
the nation’s political, social, and economic development. These themes are essential for
understanding the trajectory of United States history during the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.

Period 3: The Early Republic (1754-1800)

This period covers the American Revolution, the creation of the Constitution, and the establishment
of the new government. Key topics include:

e Causes and effects of the American Revolution
e The Articles of Confederation and the Constitutional Convention
e Federalist and Anti-Federalist debates

e Development of political parties and early presidencies

Period 4: Expansion and Reform (1800-1848)

Period 4 explores the growth of the United States, social reform movements, and cultural changes.
Important themes include:

e Westward expansion and Manifest Destiny

e The Market Revolution and industrialization



¢ Reform movements such as abolitionism, women's rights, and temperance

¢ Jacksonian democracy and political changes

Period 5: Civil War and Reconstruction (1844-1877)

This era addresses the sectional conflicts leading to the Civil War, the war itself, and the challenges
of Reconstruction. Central topics include:

Slavery, abolition, and sectionalism

Causes and course of the Civil War

Reconstruction policies and their impact on the South

Social and political changes during the postwar period

Effective Study Strategies for APUSH 2020

Success in the advanced placement united states history 2020 exam required strategic preparation
tailored to the unique format and content focus of that year. Students had to balance content
mastery with skill development to perform well on the free-response questions.

Focused Content Review

Given the reduced content scope, students were advised to concentrate their studies on the specified
periods, thoroughly understanding key events, figures, and concepts. Creating timelines and
thematic outlines helped organize information chronologically and thematically.

Practice with Free-Response Questions

Since the exam consisted exclusively of FRQs, practicing writing clear, concise, and well-supported
essays was critical. Students benefited from:

¢ Analyzing sample DBQs and LEQs from previous years
e Developing thesis statements and structured arguments
e Incorporating relevant historical evidence and contextualization

e Time management during timed practice essays



Utilizing Primary Sources

Engaging with primary documents enhanced students’ abilities to analyze historical evidence and
craft arguments based on source material. Annotating and summarizing documents facilitated a
deeper understanding of their significance.

Resources and Tools for Exam Preparation

Several resources supported students preparing for the advanced placement united states history
2020 exam, adapting to the remote learning environment and new exam format.

Official College Board Materials

The College Board provided a range of materials including the course framework, sample questions,
and exam practice resources. These official documents offered insight into the exam’s expectations
and scoring guidelines.

Online Study Platforms

Digital platforms and AP prep websites delivered interactive lessons, video tutorials, and practice
quizzes tailored to the 2020 curriculum. Many of these tools allowed students to study flexibly and
reinforce difficult concepts.

Study Groups and Virtual Tutoring

Collaborative study through virtual groups and tutoring sessions helped students discuss complex
topics, share resources, and receive personalized feedback. These approaches compensated for
limited in-person instruction during the pandemic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key changes in the AP United States History
exam format for 2020?

In 2020, the AP United States History exam was modified due to the COVID-19 pandemic to a 45-
minute online exam focusing on a single DBQ (Document-Based Question) instead of the traditional
multi-section format.

How did the COVID-19 pandemic affect AP United States
History exams in 2020?

The pandemic led to a shortened, at-home, open-note exam format for AP US History in 2020, with a



focus on one DBQ essay to accommodate remote testing and ensure student safety.

What topics were emphasized in the 2020 AP US History DBQ?

The 2020 AP US History DBQ focused on themes relevant to American history such as economic
development, political change, or social movements, reflecting core historical thinking skills and
content knowledge.

How can students best prepare for the 2020 AP US History
exam?

Students should practice analyzing primary sources, constructing coherent historical arguments,
and writing DBQ essays under timed conditions, while reviewing major themes and periods of US
history.

Are open-note resources allowed for the 2020 AP US History
exam?

Yes, the 2020 AP US History exam was open-note, allowing students to use any materials they had
during the 45-minute online DBQ exam.

What skills are most important for success on the 2020 AP US
History DBQ?

Key skills include analyzing and synthesizing primary source documents, developing a strong thesis,
using evidence effectively, and demonstrating historical reasoning within a limited time frame.

Did the scoring rubric change for the 2020 AP US History
exam?

While the overall rubric for the DBQ remained consistent, the 2020 exam's focus on a single DBQ
meant that students' scores were based solely on their performance on that essay rather than
multiple sections.

Where can students find official practice materials for the
2020 AP US History exam?

Students can access official practice materials and past exam questions on the College Board
website, which provides resources tailored to the 2020 exam format and content.

Additional Resources

1. AP U.S. History 2020: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam

This comprehensive guide offers detailed content review aligned with the 2020 AP U.S. History
curriculum. It includes thematic essays, practice multiple-choice questions, and document-based
questions (DBQs) to help students develop critical thinking skills. The book is designed to build a



deep understanding of U.S. history from pre-Columbian times to the present.

2. Cracking the AP U.S. History Exam 2020, Premium Edition

Published by The Princeton Review, this edition provides strategies for tackling the exam’s multiple-
choice and free-response sections. It features in-depth content reviews, practice tests, and tips for
analyzing historical documents. The book also offers online resources for additional practice and
review.

3. United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination

Known for its thorough coverage, this book focuses on key historical themes and events necessary
for success on the AP exam. It includes timelines, primary source excerpts, and practice questions
that simulate the exam format. The text is praised for its clear explanations and balanced
presentation of historical interpretations.

4. AP U.S. History Crash Course, 3rd Edition

This concise review book is perfect for last-minute studying, summarizing essential information and
key concepts quickly. It breaks down complex topics into manageable sections and includes practice
quizzes to check understanding. The book emphasizes critical thinking and essay-writing skills
needed for the exam.

5. America’s History for the AP Course, 2020 Edition

Written by renowned historians, this textbook aligns closely with the College Board’s AP U.S.
History framework. It combines narrative history with primary sources and analytical questions. The
2020 edition updates content to reflect recent scholarship and changes in the AP curriculum.

6. AP U.S. History Flashcards

This set of flashcards is designed to reinforce key terms, people, events, and concepts for the AP
U.S. History exam. Each card includes definitions, dates, and significance, making it easy to study on
the go. The flashcards are an excellent supplement to any study plan for quick review.

7.5 Steps toa 5: AP U.S. History 2020

Offering a step-by-step approach, this book guides students through content review, practice
questions, and full-length practice exams. It emphasizes test-taking strategies and time management
skills necessary for exam success. The 2020 edition incorporates updated exam formats and question

types.

8. AP U.S. History: An Essential Coursebook

This coursebook provides a focused overview of the major themes and periods covered in the AP
U.S. History exam. It integrates primary source documents and thematic essays to deepen
understanding. Suitable for classroom use or independent study, the book helps students build
analytical skills.

9. Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History

This collection of primary source documents highlights the diverse perspectives that have shaped
U.S. history. It is tailored for AP students to practice analyzing documents for DBQs and short-
answer questions. The 2020 edition includes updated selections relevant to current curriculum
requirements.
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