
according to nazism what was the
driving force in history

according to nazism what was the driving force in history is a question that
delves into the ideological foundations of one of the most infamous political
movements of the 20th century. Nazism, or National Socialism, presented a
distinct and radical interpretation of history, focusing primarily on race
and racial struggle as the central engine of historical development. This
perspective profoundly influenced Nazi policies, propaganda, and actions
during their regime. Understanding this viewpoint requires examining the Nazi
conception of race, the role of struggle and conflict, and how these ideas
were used to justify their political agenda. This article explores these core
themes in detail, providing an in-depth analysis of the driving forces in
history as understood by Nazism. The sections below will provide a thorough
overview of the ideology’s historical philosophy, racial theories, and the
implications of these beliefs.

The Nazi Interpretation of History

Race as the Central Element in Nazi Thought

The Concept of Struggle and Conflict

Implications of Nazi Historical Theory

The Nazi Interpretation of History

The Nazis developed a unique interpretation of history heavily influenced by
racial ideology and social Darwinism. According to their worldview, history
was not driven by economics, class struggle, or political ideologies but by
the eternal conflict between races. This belief was rooted in a pseudo-
scientific understanding of biology and human evolution, which they applied
to social and historical processes.

Central to the Nazi interpretation was the idea that different races possess
inherent characteristics that determine their cultural and civilizational
capabilities. This racial determinism framed history as a continuous struggle
for survival and dominance among these groups.

Historical Materialism vs. Racial Struggle

While Marxist theory emphasizes class struggle and economic forces as the
primary motors of history, Nazism rejected this view. Instead, it focused on
racial conflict as the ultimate determinant. According to Nazism, the history
of nations and peoples is essentially the history of racial competition, with
the “Aryan” race considered superior and destined to lead.



Mythologizing the Past

To support their racial interpretation of history, the Nazis mythologized
certain historical periods and peoples. They idealized the ancient Aryans as
a heroic and pure race, attributing all significant cultural achievements to
them. This selective reconstruction of history served to legitimize their
racial policies and expansionist goals.

Race as the Central Element in Nazi Thought

According to Nazism, race was the fundamental factor shaping human history
and destiny. The Nazis categorized humanity into hierarchies based on racial
characteristics, with the “Aryan” race at the top. This racial hierarchy was
used to justify discrimination, exclusion, and ultimately violent policies
against those deemed inferior.

The Aryan Ideal

The Aryan race, as defined by Nazi ideology, was portrayed as the creator of
culture, civilization, and progress. This ideal was racialized, combining
physical attributes, cultural traits, and supposed moral qualities. The
Aryans were seen as the “master race,” responsible for leading humanity’s
development.

Racial Purity and Eugenics

Maintaining racial purity was paramount in Nazi doctrine. This led to
policies aimed at preventing racial mixing and promoting selective breeding
within the Aryan population. Eugenics programs were implemented to encourage
reproduction among those considered racially valuable while excluding or
eliminating others.

Racial Hierarchies

Nazism established a clear racial hierarchy, which included:

Aryans: The superior race, destined to rule.

Other Europeans: Viewed as racially inferior but sometimes assimilable.

Jews, Roma, Slavs, and others: Considered racially inferior or
dangerous.

This hierarchy formed the basis for Nazi social, political, and genocidal
policies.

The Concept of Struggle and Conflict

The Nazis viewed history as a relentless struggle between races for survival
and dominance. This concept of conflict was influenced by Social Darwinism,



which applied the idea of “survival of the fittest” to human societies and
races. According to this view, the strength and purity of a race determined
its ability to prevail in this struggle.

Social Darwinism and Racial Conflict

Social Darwinism provided a pseudo-scientific framework that justified racial
competition and conflict as natural and necessary. The Nazis argued that
racial struggle was an inherent and continuous part of history, shaping the
fate of nations and civilizations.

Lebensraum and Expansionism

The concept of struggle extended to geopolitical ambitions, most notably the
quest for Lebensraum (“living space”). The Nazis believed that the Aryan race
needed to expand territorially to secure resources and territory necessary
for its survival and growth. This belief justified aggressive expansion and
conquest, particularly in Eastern Europe.

Militarism and the Will to Power

Militarism was seen as a natural expression of the racial struggle. The Nazis
emphasized strength, discipline, and conquest as essential qualities of the
dominant race. The “will to power” was a central theme, promoting the idea
that only the strongest would survive and shape history.

Implications of Nazi Historical Theory

According to Nazism, the driving force in history being racial struggle had
profound consequences for society, politics, and international relations.
This ideology led to extreme policies of racial discrimination, genocide, and
war.

Justification for Genocide and Racism

The belief in racial struggle and hierarchy provided the ideological basis
for the Holocaust and other genocidal actions. The Nazis claimed that
eliminating “inferior” races was necessary to preserve and advance the Aryan
race.

Impact on Nazi Policy and Propaganda

These historical theories were embedded in Nazi propaganda to mobilize
support and justify their actions. Education, media, and cultural
institutions promoted the idea of racial destiny and the need for struggle.



Long-term Historical Consequences

While the Nazi interpretation of history was discredited and condemned after
World War II, its impact remains a stark reminder of how distorted historical
views can lead to catastrophic consequences. The emphasis on race as the
driving force in history highlights the dangers of racial ideology when
combined with political power.

History driven by racial conflict1.

Racial hierarchy and Aryan supremacy2.

Struggle as natural and necessary3.

Expansionism justified by racial struggle4.

Genocide and racial policies resulting from ideology5.

Frequently Asked Questions

According to Nazism, what was considered the primary
driving force in history?

According to Nazism, the primary driving force in history was the struggle
between races, particularly the belief in racial purity and the superiority
of the Aryan race.

How did Nazi ideology interpret historical
development?

Nazi ideology interpreted historical development as a racial struggle where
the survival and dominance of the 'Aryan' race were paramount, and history
was shaped by conflicts between superior and inferior races.

What role did race play in Nazi views on history?

In Nazi views, race was central to history; they believed that racial
conflict determined the rise and fall of civilizations, with the Aryan race
destined to dominate.

Did Nazism view economic or class struggle as the
driving force in history?

No, Nazism rejected the Marxist idea of class struggle as the driving force
in history and instead emphasized racial struggle as the fundamental force
shaping historical events.

How did Nazi ideology justify its policies based on



its view of history?

Nazi ideology justified its policies, including expansionism and racial laws,
by claiming they were necessary for the survival and advancement of the Aryan
race in the ongoing racial struggle that drove history.

Additional Resources
1. Myth of Race and Destiny: The Nazi Interpretation of History
This book explores the Nazi belief that race was the primary driving force in
history. It delves into how the Nazis used racial theory to justify their
policies and actions, presenting history as a struggle between superior and
inferior races. The text examines the pseudoscientific foundations of these
ideas and their impact on Nazi ideology.

2. Blood and Soil: The Foundations of Nazi Historical Thought
Focusing on the concept of "Blut und Boden" (Blood and Soil), this book
discusses how the Nazis viewed the connection between race and territory as
central to historical development. It explains how this belief shaped their
vision of national destiny and justified expansionist policies. The work also
looks at the cultural and political implications of this ideology.

3. The Führer’s Vision: Race as the Motor of History
This title analyzes Adolf Hitler’s perspective on history, emphasizing his
conviction that racial struggle was the key driver of human events. Drawing
from Hitler’s speeches and writings, the book outlines how this view
influenced Nazi strategy and propaganda. It also considers the consequences
of this ideology on global history.

4. Struggle for Survival: Social Darwinism and Nazi Historical Theory
Examining the influence of Social Darwinism on Nazi thought, this book shows
how the Nazis interpreted history as a perpetual conflict for survival among
races. It highlights the adaptation of Darwinian ideas to justify aggression
and domination. The narrative connects these beliefs to the broader context
of 20th-century ideological movements.

5. Aryan Supremacy and Historical Progress: Nazi Narratives of Civilization
This work investigates how the Nazis framed the Aryan race as the pinnacle of
historical progress and the rightful rulers of civilization. It discusses the
construction of a mythic past to legitimize Nazi ambitions and policies. The
book also critiques the distortions of history used to promote racial
superiority.

6. The Historical Struggle: Nazi Ideology and the Concept of Volk
Focusing on the term "Volk" (people/nation), this book explores how the Nazis
believed the destiny of the German people was shaped by racial purity and
historical struggle. It details the role of this concept in Nazi propaganda
and policy-making. The analysis includes the impact on national identity and
collective memory.

7. Race and Revolution: The Nazi Interpretation of Historical Change
This title explores how Nazis saw revolutions and social upheavals through
the lens of racial conflict. It discusses the notion that historical change
was driven by the rise and fall of races competing for dominance. The book
provides insight into how this perspective influenced Nazi responses to
political and social challenges.

8. Nationalism and Race: The Nazi Historical Worldview



This book examines the intertwining of extreme nationalism and racial
ideology in Nazi interpretations of history. It explains how the Nazis
constructed a narrative of the German nation’s historical mission based on
racial purity. The work also addresses the role of historical myths in
mobilizing support for the regime.

9. The Aryan Question: Nazi Theories on Race and Historical Destiny
Focusing on the Aryan race, this book investigates Nazi theories concerning
its central role in shaping the course of history. It analyzes the
ideological foundations of these theories and their utilization in Nazi
policy and propaganda. The book also considers the broader implications for
understanding the misuse of history in totalitarian regimes.
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