
above the law law school rankings
above the law law school rankings have become an essential resource for prospective
law students seeking to evaluate law schools based on employment outcomes and practical
success rather than traditional academic prestige alone. Unlike conventional rankings, such
as those by U.S. News & World Report, the Above the Law rankings focus heavily on real-
world data, including graduate employment rates, quality of jobs, and student satisfaction.
This approach provides a more practical perspective on which law schools deliver the best
return on investment and career opportunities. Understanding how Above the Law compiles
and interprets its rankings can help applicants make informed decisions about where to
attend law school. This article explores the methodology behind Above the Law law school
rankings, compares them with other major rankings, and reviews the implications for law
students and legal education.
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Understanding Above the Law Law School
Rankings Methodology
The Above the Law law school rankings distinguish themselves by emphasizing
employment outcomes and tangible career success metrics over traditional academic
indicators. The methodology is designed to reflect the real value of a legal education by
focusing on post-graduation employment rates, particularly legal jobs requiring bar
passage, and excluding less relevant or lower-quality placements.

Employment Outcomes as a Primary Metric
Above the Law places significant weight on employment statistics, including the percentage
of graduates employed in full-time, long-term, bar-passage-required legal positions. This
focus aligns with the practical concerns of prospective students who prioritize securing
meaningful legal employment after graduation. The rankings also consider the quality and
prestige of employment, such as positions at top law firms, federal clerkships, and
government agencies.



Exclusion of Non-Legal and Part-Time Positions
To maintain accuracy, Above the Law excludes graduates employed in part-time roles, non-
legal jobs, or positions that do not require bar passage. This approach ensures that the
rankings reflect the ability of law schools to prepare students for successful legal careers
rather than simply broad employment.

Student Satisfaction and Tuition Considerations
In addition to employment data, the rankings incorporate student satisfaction surveys and
tuition costs to evaluate the overall value of the law school experience. These factors help
prospective students assess whether a school offers a good balance between cost and
career outcomes.

Comparison with Other Law School Rankings
While Above the Law law school rankings focus on employment and practical outcomes,
other ranking systems, such as U.S. News & World Report, prioritize academic reputation,
faculty resources, and selectivity. Understanding these differences is crucial for applicants
evaluating multiple rankings.

U.S. News & World Report Rankings
U.S. News rankings are widely recognized and consider several factors, including peer
assessments, LSAT scores, GPA of entering students, faculty resources, and academic
reputation. However, these rankings have been criticized for overemphasizing subjective
measures and not adequately reflecting employment prospects.

Other Alternative Rankings
Other rankings, such as those from the National Law Journal and Princeton Review, offer
additional perspectives, focusing on factors like graduate salaries, job placement in large
law firms, or student satisfaction. Above the Law complements these by offering a data-
driven, employment-centric view.

Key Differences Summarized

Above the Law: Employment outcomes, job quality, student satisfaction, and tuition
value.

U.S. News: Academic reputation, selectivity, faculty resources, and research output.

Other Rankings: Salary data, firm placements, and student feedback.



Top Law Schools According to Above the Law
The Above the Law rankings annually highlight the top law schools that excel in preparing
students for successful legal careers. These institutions often differ from the traditional "top
14" law schools (T14) commonly cited in other rankings.

Characteristics of Top-Ranked Schools
Schools that rank highly on Above the Law typically demonstrate strong employment
placement rates in high-quality legal positions, including large law firms, federal clerkships,
and government roles. They also maintain reasonable tuition relative to career outcomes
and receive positive feedback from students regarding their educational experience.

Examples of High-Ranking Law Schools
While rankings can vary yearly, schools like Yale Law School, University of Chicago Law
School, and Harvard Law School often perform well due to their graduates’ employment
success and prestige. Additionally, certain schools with strong regional employment
outcomes and practical training programs may rank higher on Above the Law than in other
rankings.

Factors Affecting Law School Rankings
Several key factors influence a law school's position in the Above the Law rankings. These
elements reflect the realities of the legal job market and the value of a law degree from
various institutions.

Employment Rate and Job Quality
The most significant factor is the percentage of graduates securing full-time, long-term,
bar-required legal jobs. The quality of these jobs, including firm size and prestige,
government positions, and clerkships, also plays a critical role.

Bar Passage Rates
Bar exam passage rates impact rankings since passing the bar is essential for practicing
law. Schools with strong bar preparation programs tend to rank higher.



Tuition and Debt Load
The cost of attendance relative to employment outcomes and salary prospects is another
crucial factor. Lower tuition combined with strong job placement enhances a school's
ranking.

Student Satisfaction and Support Services
Student feedback on academic support, career services, and overall satisfaction contributes
to the rankings, reflecting the law school's commitment to student success beyond
academics.

Impact of Rankings on Law School Applicants and
Students
Above the Law law school rankings significantly influence applicant decision-making by
highlighting the practical outcomes of legal education. These rankings help students
prioritize schools that offer the best opportunities for employment and financial viability.

Application Strategies
Prospective students often use Above the Law rankings to target law schools that balance
quality legal education with strong career prospects, avoiding institutions with poor
employment outcomes or high debt loads.

Law School Reputation and Career Prospects
While reputation remains important, Above the Law emphasizes that practical outcomes
should be paramount. This perspective encourages schools to improve career services and
employment support to attract applicants.

Shaping Legal Education
The emphasis on employment outcomes in rankings like Above the Law has prompted law
schools to adapt curricula, expand experiential learning, and strengthen connections with
employers to enhance graduate success.

List of Key Benefits Students Gain from Considering
Above the Law Rankings

Insight into genuine employment success rates



Understanding of job quality and placement strength

Evaluation of cost versus career outcomes

Awareness of student satisfaction and support

Informed decision-making based on practical career data

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the 'Above the Law' law school rankings?
The 'Above the Law' law school rankings are an annual ranking of law schools in the United
States based on outcomes such as employment rates, quality of jobs secured by graduates,
bar passage rates, student debt, and alumni satisfaction.

How does 'Above the Law' differ from other law school
rankings?
Unlike traditional rankings like U.S. News, 'Above the Law' focuses more on employment
outcomes and practical career success metrics rather than academic reputation or LSAT
scores, providing a more career-oriented perspective.

Are 'Above the Law' law school rankings widely
respected?
Yes, many prospective law students and legal professionals respect 'Above the Law'
rankings for their emphasis on real-world outcomes and job placement, although some still
consider traditional rankings alongside them.

What factors contribute most to a law school's ranking
in 'Above the Law'?
Key factors include employment rates in full-time, long-term, bar passage required jobs,
median starting salaries, student debt levels, and alumni satisfaction with their education
and career outcomes.

Can 'Above the Law' rankings influence law school
admissions decisions?
Yes, prospective students often use 'Above the Law' rankings to evaluate law schools'
career prospects and make informed decisions about where to apply and attend.



Where can I find the latest 'Above the Law' law school
rankings?
The latest rankings are published annually on the Above the Law website
(abovethelaw.com) under their law school rankings section.

Do 'Above the Law' rankings include all accredited law
schools in the U.S.?
Yes, the rankings typically include all American Bar Association (ABA) accredited law
schools, providing a comprehensive overview of law school outcomes nationwide.

How often are the 'Above the Law' law school rankings
updated?
The rankings are updated once a year, usually reflecting the most recent data on
employment, salaries, and other relevant metrics from the previous graduating class.

Can international law schools be found in 'Above the
Law' rankings?
No, 'Above the Law' rankings focus exclusively on ABA-accredited law schools in the United
States and do not include international institutions.

How reliable are 'Above the Law' rankings for predicting
law graduates’ career success?
While no ranking can guarantee outcomes, 'Above the Law' rankings are considered reliable
indicators of career success due to their emphasis on employment data, salaries, and
alumni feedback.

Additional Resources
1. Beyond the Numbers: Understanding Law School Rankings
This book delves into the methodologies behind law school rankings, explaining what
factors are considered and how they influence prospective students’ decisions. It offers a
critical analysis of popular ranking systems like U.S. News & World Report, highlighting their
strengths and limitations. Readers will gain insights into interpreting rankings beyond
surface-level numbers.

2. The Insider’s Guide to Navigating Law School Rankings
Written by a legal education expert, this guide provides practical advice on how to use law
school rankings effectively when choosing a school. It emphasizes the importance of
considering personal goals, specialty areas, and employment outcomes alongside rankings.
The book also includes interviews with admissions officers and recent graduates.



3. Above the Law and Beyond: Realities of Law School Success
Focusing on the relationship between rankings and actual law school outcomes, this book
explores how Above the Law’s rankings differ from traditional lists. It examines metrics
such as employment rates and student satisfaction, providing a more nuanced view of law
school quality. The author encourages students to look beyond prestige to find the best fit.

4. Ranking Law Schools: Myths, Metrics, and Career Impact
This comprehensive volume tackles common misconceptions about law school rankings and
their impact on legal careers. It breaks down various ranking criteria and assesses their
relevance to job prospects and professional growth. The book serves as a resource for
students, educators, and policymakers.

5. The Law School Rankings Playbook
A strategic manual for prospective law students, this book outlines how to interpret and
leverage different ranking systems in the admissions process. It covers traditional rankings,
specialty rankings, and alternative sources like Above the Law. Readers will find tips on
aligning rankings with personal priorities and long-term career goals.

6. Law School Rankings Decoded: What You Need to Know
This accessible guide demystifies the complex world of law school rankings, explaining key
metrics and their implications. It provides comparative analyses of leading rankings and
offers guidance on evaluating law schools holistically. The author aims to empower
applicants to make informed decisions without being swayed by hype.

7. Employment Outcomes and Law School Rankings: A Critical Analysis
This scholarly work investigates the correlation between law school rankings and graduate
employment rates, with a special focus on Above the Law’s employment-centered
approach. It critiques traditional ranking models for their sometimes misleading indicators.
The book is ideal for readers interested in the intersection of legal education and labor
market trends.

8. The Future of Law School Rankings: Trends and Innovations
Exploring emerging trends in legal education assessment, this book forecasts how law
school rankings might evolve in the coming years. It discusses the growing emphasis on
transparency, diversity, and practical training in ranking criteria. The author also considers
the role of technology and data analytics in shaping new ranking methodologies.

9. Choosing the Right Law School: Beyond Rankings and Reputation
This practical handbook encourages prospective students to balance rankings with other
crucial factors like curriculum, culture, and financial considerations. It features case studies
and personal stories from law students who prioritized fit over prestige. The book advocates
for a holistic approach to law school selection that goes beyond numbers.
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