
aapc cpc exam questions and answers

aapc cpc exam questions and answers are essential components for medical coding professionals
preparing to earn their Certified Professional Coder (CPC) credential. Understanding the types of
questions and the best approaches to answering them can significantly improve test performance and
certification success. This article offers an in-depth exploration of the AAPC CPC exam format,
common question categories, and effective strategies for tackling exam questions. Additionally, it
highlights sample questions and answers to provide practical insight into the exam's demands.
Whether you are beginning your exam preparation or looking to refine your knowledge, this guide will
equip you with valuable information and resources to confidently approach the AAPC CPC exam. Read
on to understand the exam structure, question styles, and expert tips that are critical for success.
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Understanding the AAPC CPC Exam Structure
The AAPC CPC exam is a comprehensive assessment designed to evaluate the knowledge and skills
required for professional medical coding. It consists of 150 multiple-choice questions that cover a
wide range of coding topics based on current medical coding guidelines and standards. Candidates
have five hours and 40 minutes to complete the exam, which tests proficiency in coding from medical
charts, understanding of CPT®, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS Level II coding systems, as well as adherence
to compliance and regulatory requirements.

Exam Content Breakdown
The exam content is divided into several sections to reflect the various aspects of medical coding. The
primary focus areas include:

Medical terminology and anatomy

CPT® coding, including evaluation and management (E/M) services

ICD-10-CM diagnosis coding

HCPCS Level II codes and modifiers



Compliance, coding guidelines, and regulatory standards

Understanding this structure helps candidates prioritize their study efforts and become familiar with
the types of questions they will encounter.

Scoring and Passing Criteria
The exam is scored on a scale of 0 to 150, with a passing score typically set at 70% or higher. Each
question carries equal weight, and there is no penalty for guessing, so it is beneficial to answer all
questions. The scoring emphasizes accuracy, attention to detail, and application of coding
conventions. Preparing for the scoring approach allows candidates to manage time effectively and
tackle each question with confidence.

Types of AAPC CPC Exam Questions
The AAPC CPC exam questions are designed to assess both theoretical knowledge and practical
coding skills. The questions vary in format but mainly consist of multiple-choice items that require
detailed analysis of medical documentation and application of coding rules.

Multiple-Choice Questions
Most exam questions are multiple-choice, presenting four or five answer options. Candidates must
select the most accurate or appropriate coding answer based on the clinical information provided.
These questions test knowledge of coding guidelines, medical terminology, and the ability to interpret
clinical scenarios.

Scenario-Based Questions
Scenario-based questions provide excerpts from medical records or clinical notes, asking candidates
to assign correct codes or determine appropriate modifiers. These questions evaluate practical coding
skills and the ability to integrate multiple coding systems effectively.

Compliance and Regulatory Questions
Some questions focus on compliance, ethical coding practices, and understanding of regulatory
standards such as HIPAA and CMS guidelines. These require familiarity with legal and professional
standards applicable to medical coding.

Strategies for Answering CPC Exam Questions
Success on the AAPC CPC exam depends not only on knowledge but also on strategic approaches to
answering questions. Effective strategies can improve accuracy and time management during the



exam.

Thoroughly Read Each Question
Careful reading is crucial to avoid misinterpretation. Candidates should pay close attention to details
such as dates, modifiers, and specific clinical terminology that may affect coding decisions.

Use the Official Coding Manuals
The exam allows the use of the current CPT®, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS Level II manuals. Familiarity
with these resources and knowing how to quickly locate information is essential for answering
questions efficiently.

Eliminate Clearly Incorrect Answers
When unsure of the correct answer, eliminating options that are clearly wrong increases the chances
of selecting the right code. This process narrows down choices and helps focus on the most plausible
answers.

Manage Time Wisely
Allocating time appropriately and avoiding spending too long on difficult questions ensures
completion of the entire exam. It is recommended to mark challenging questions and return to them
after answering easier ones.

Sample AAPC CPC Exam Questions and Answers
Reviewing sample questions and their explanations can build familiarity with the exam format and
improve test-taking skills. Below are examples reflecting different question types commonly found on
the CPC exam.

Sample Question 1: CPT Coding
A physician performs a comprehensive history, detailed examination, and moderate complexity
medical decision making during an outpatient visit. Which CPT code best describes this evaluation
and management service?

992011.

992032.

992133.



992154.

Answer: 99203. This code corresponds to a new patient visit with comprehensive history and
detailed examination with moderate complexity medical decision making.

Sample Question 2: ICD-10-CM Diagnosis Coding
A patient is diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic chronic kidney disease. What is the
correct ICD-10-CM code assignment?

E11.221.

E11.92.

E11.213.

E11.654.

Answer: E11.22. This code specifically indicates Type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic chronic kidney
disease.

Sample Question 3: HCPCS Modifiers
A procedure was performed on the left arm, but the documentation does not specify a modifier. Which
HCPCS modifier indicates a procedure performed on the left side?

LT1.

RT2.

593.

254.

Answer: LT. The LT modifier is used to indicate that the procedure was performed on the left side of
the body.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them
Many candidates face challenges while preparing for and taking the AAPC CPC exam. Recognizing
these obstacles and adopting strategies to overcome them is critical for success.



Challenge: Interpreting Complex Medical Documentation
Medical records often contain complex information that can be difficult to interpret. To overcome this,
candidates should strengthen their medical terminology knowledge and practice coding from a variety
of clinical scenarios.

Challenge: Time Pressure During the Exam
Time constraints can cause stress and rushed decisions. Effective time management strategies, such
as pacing and prioritizing questions, help mitigate this issue.

Challenge: Understanding Coding Guidelines
Keeping up-to-date with the latest coding guidelines and changes is essential. Regular study, use of
official coding manuals, and participation in coding forums or training can enhance guideline
comprehension.

Challenge: Anxiety and Test Stress
Exam anxiety can negatively impact performance. Techniques such as practicing mock exams,
maintaining a healthy routine, and relaxation exercises can reduce test-related stress.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of questions are included in the AAPC CPC exam?
The AAPC CPC exam includes multiple-choice questions that cover medical coding, anatomy,
physiology, medical terminology, ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS coding guidelines.

How many questions are on the AAPC CPC exam?
The AAPC CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions.

What is the passing score for the AAPC CPC exam?
The passing score for the AAPC CPC exam is 70% or higher.

Are there any sample questions available for the AAPC CPC
exam?
Yes, AAPC provides sample questions and practice exams to help candidates prepare for the CPC
exam.



How can I effectively prepare for the AAPC CPC exam
questions?
Effective preparation includes studying coding manuals, practicing with sample questions,
understanding coding guidelines, and taking CPC practice exams.

Do the AAPC CPC exam questions focus more on procedural or
diagnostic coding?
The CPC exam covers both procedural coding (CPT/HCPCS) and diagnostic coding (ICD-10-CM), with a
balanced emphasis on both.

Can I use coding manuals during the AAPC CPC exam?
Yes, the AAPC CPC exam is an open-book exam, allowing candidates to use official coding manuals
during the test.

Additional Resources
1. AAPC CPC Exam Practice Questions & Answers 2024
This comprehensive guide offers a wide range of practice questions that mirror the format and
difficulty level of the actual CPC exam. It includes detailed answer explanations to help candidates
understand complex coding concepts and improve their test-taking strategies. The book is regularly
updated to reflect the latest coding guidelines and industry standards, making it an essential resource
for exam preparation.

2. CPC Coding Exam Review 2024: Questions and Answers
Designed for both beginners and experienced coders, this review book presents hundreds of multiple-
choice questions covering all major sections of the CPC exam. Each question is followed by a thorough
answer explanation to reinforce learning and clarify common coding challenges. The book also
includes tips for time management and exam day success.

3. Certified Professional Coder (CPC) Practice Exam Questions
This practice exam book features realistic questions that simulate the structure and content of the
AAPC CPC certification test. It includes answers and rationales to help test takers identify strengths
and areas for improvement. The book focuses on real-world coding scenarios, enhancing practical
knowledge alongside exam readiness.

4. AAPC CPC Exam Study Guide with Q&A
A targeted study guide combining concise review material with a large bank of practice questions and
answers. This book emphasizes critical coding concepts and guidelines essential for passing the CPC
exam. The included Q&A section is designed to boost confidence and reinforce understanding through
repeated practice.

5. CPC Exam Prep: Questions, Answers, and Explanations
This prep book provides a thorough collection of exam-style questions complete with detailed
explanations to help candidates grasp the reasoning behind each answer. It covers all key coding
areas such as ICD-10-CM, CPT, and HCPCS Level II coding. The content is tailored to help users



improve accuracy and speed in answering exam questions.

6. CPC Practice Test Workbook: Questions and Answers
Ideal for self-study, this workbook contains multiple practice tests that mimic the timing and format of
the actual CPC exam. Each test is followed by an answer key with detailed rationales to aid
comprehension. The book also offers strategies for tackling difficult questions and avoiding common
pitfalls.

7. AAPC CPC Certification Exam Q&A Handbook
A handy handbook filled with hundreds of questions and answers targeting the core knowledge areas
of the CPC exam. It serves as a quick reference for review sessions and includes clear explanations to
solidify understanding of coding principles. The book is designed to be portable, making it convenient
for on-the-go study.

8. Mastering CPC Exam Questions and Answers
This resource focuses on mastering the types of questions encountered on the CPC exam through
extensive practice and detailed answer breakdowns. It provides insights into coding logic and
decision-making processes necessary for exam success. The book also highlights common mistakes
and how to avoid them.

9. Ultimate CPC Exam Question and Answer Guide
An all-encompassing guide that compiles a vast array of CPC exam questions along with
comprehensive answers and explanations. It addresses all exam content areas and includes practical
tips for efficient study and exam strategies. The guide is suitable for both first-time test takers and
those seeking to refresh their knowledge before recertification.
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