
mccarthyism and the second red scare
worksheet answers
mccarthyism and the second red scare worksheet answers provide an essential
resource for understanding one of the most pivotal periods in American history. This article
delves into the critical topics covered by these worksheets, offering detailed explanations
and insights into the phenomena of McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare. The answers
not only clarify historical facts but also illuminate the socio-political climate of post-World
War II America, marked by intense anti-communist sentiment and widespread fear of
subversion. By exploring key figures, legislative actions, and cultural impacts, this piece
serves as a comprehensive guide for students and educators alike. Additionally, it aids in
grasping the significance of these events and their lasting effects on civil liberties and
American politics. The following sections will outline fundamental aspects, including the
origins of McCarthyism, government responses, and the legacy of the Second Red Scare.

The Origins and Causes of the Second Red Scare

Key Figures and Events in McCarthyism

Government Actions and Legislation

Impact on American Society and Civil Liberties

Common Questions and Worksheet Answer Explanations

The Origins and Causes of the Second Red Scare
The Second Red Scare, occurring primarily in the late 1940s through the 1950s, was a
period of heightened fear of communist influence within the United States. This wave of
anti-communism was driven by several factors, including the geopolitical tensions of the
Cold War, the Soviet Union's expansionist policies, and the discovery of espionage activities
targeting American secrets. The rise of the Soviet Union as a global superpower after World
War II contributed significantly to the anxiety felt by many Americans. Additionally,
domestic concerns about communist infiltration in government agencies, the entertainment
industry, and labor unions intensified public apprehension.

Historical Background
Following World War II, the alliance between the United States and the Soviet Union quickly
deteriorated, leading to a climate of mistrust and competition known as the Cold War. The
Soviet Union's control over Eastern Europe and support for communist movements
worldwide heightened fears of subversion within the United States. The 1947 establishment
of the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) investigations into alleged



communist activities marked the formal governmental response to these fears, setting the
stage for the Second Red Scare and McCarthyism.

Contributing Factors
Several key elements fueled the Second Red Scare:

The Soviet Union's successful detonation of an atomic bomb in 1949.

The communist victory in the Chinese Civil War and establishment of the People’s
Republic of China.

The discovery of American spies, such as Alger Hiss and the Rosenbergs.

Rising tensions in Korea leading to the Korean War (1950-1953).

Domestic political pressures and competition between political parties heightening
fears of communist infiltration.

Key Figures and Events in McCarthyism
McCarthyism, named after Senator Joseph McCarthy, epitomizes the aggressive anti-
communist crusade that defined the Second Red Scare. This section explores the major
personalities, significant events, and the tactics used to root out alleged communists.

Senator Joseph McCarthy
Senator Joseph McCarthy rose to national prominence through his claims that large
numbers of communists and Soviet spies had infiltrated the U.S. government. Beginning in
1950, McCarthy conducted hearings and investigations that often relied on unsubstantiated
accusations and fearmongering. His approach created widespread paranoia, damaging
reputations and careers without due process.

Notable Events and Hearings
Several high-profile events define the era of McCarthyism, including:

The Wheeling Speech (1950), where McCarthy claimed to have a list of communists in
the State Department.

The Army-McCarthy Hearings (1954), televised hearings that exposed McCarthy’s
aggressive and often baseless tactics.

The investigations conducted by the House Un-American Activities Committee,



targeting Hollywood figures and government employees.

Government Actions and Legislation
The Second Red Scare prompted the U.S. government to enact various laws and policies
aimed at combating perceived communist threats. These actions often expanded
governmental power at the expense of individual rights.

Legislative Measures
Key laws passed during this period include:

The Smith Act (1940): Criminalized advocating the overthrow of the government
and was used to prosecute communist party members.

The Internal Security Act (1950): Required communist organizations to register
with the government and authorized detention of subversives during emergencies.

The McCarran Act (1950): Imposed controls on communist activities and allowed for
deportation of non-citizens engaged in subversive actions.

Government Agencies and Investigations
Besides legislation, agencies such as the FBI under J. Edgar Hoover intensified surveillance
and investigations of suspected communists. Loyalty programs were introduced to vet
federal employees, and thousands were investigated or dismissed based on alleged
communist ties.

Impact on American Society and Civil Liberties
The Second Red Scare and McCarthyism had profound effects on American society,
particularly concerning freedom of speech, political expression, and civil liberties. The
climate of fear led to widespread self-censorship and the blacklisting of individuals in
various professions.

Effects on Individuals and Groups
Many Americans suffered professionally and personally due to accusations of communist
sympathies. The entertainment industry was heavily impacted by blacklists, which barred
suspected communists from employment. Labor unions and intellectual circles also
experienced suspicion and repression.



Constitutional and Legal Challenges
The aggressive anti-communist measures raised constitutional questions, especially
regarding the First Amendment rights to free speech and association. Some legal
challenges attempted to curb government overreach, but the fear of communism often
overpowered civil liberties during this period.

Common Questions and Worksheet Answer
Explanations
Worksheets on McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare often include questions designed to
test comprehension of the era's causes, key figures, events, and consequences.
Understanding the correct answers requires familiarity with historical context and critical
analysis of the period's complexities.

Typical Worksheet Questions
Some frequent questions and their explanations include:

What was the primary goal of McCarthyism?1.
The goal was to expose and eliminate alleged communist influence in the U.S.
government and society, often through aggressive and unsubstantiated accusations.

Why did the Second Red Scare occur after World War II?2.
It was triggered by Cold War tensions, Soviet expansionism, and fears of espionage
and subversion within the United States.

What role did the House Un-American Activities Committee play?3.
HUAC conducted investigations and hearings aimed at identifying and prosecuting
suspected communists in government and other sectors.

How did McCarthyism affect civil liberties?4.
It led to violations of constitutional rights, including freedom of speech and
association, through blacklisting and loyalty investigations.

What caused the decline of McCarthyism?5.
The televised Army-McCarthy hearings exposed McCarthy’s tactics to the public,
leading to his censure by the Senate and loss of influence.



Strategies for Answering Worksheet Questions
Effective approaches include:

Carefully reading historical sources to understand context.

Identifying cause-and-effect relationships between events.

Recognizing key figures and their roles in anti-communist efforts.

Understanding the balance between national security and civil liberties.

Referencing specific legislation and governmental actions relevant to the questions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was McCarthyism during the Second Red Scare?
McCarthyism was a campaign led by Senator Joseph McCarthy in the early 1950s that
involved making accusations of communist subversion or espionage in the US government
and other institutions, often with little or no evidence.

How did the Second Red Scare impact American
society?
The Second Red Scare created an atmosphere of fear and suspicion, leading to widespread
investigations, blacklisting, and the violation of civil liberties, particularly targeting
suspected communists in government, entertainment, and other sectors.

What role did the House Un-American Activities
Committee (HUAC) play during the Second Red Scare?
HUAC conducted investigations and hearings to identify and expose alleged communist
influence in American institutions, including the entertainment industry, contributing to the
culture of fear during the Second Red Scare.

What were common themes or questions found on
worksheets about McCarthyism and the Second Red
Scare?
Worksheets often include questions about key figures like Joseph McCarthy, definitions of
McCarthyism, the impact on civil liberties, the role of HUAC, and examples of blacklisting
and loyalty programs during the era.



Why are worksheet answers about McCarthyism and the
Second Red Scare important for students?
Worksheet answers help students understand the historical context, causes, and effects of
McCarthyism and the Second Red Scare, promoting critical thinking about government
power, civil rights, and the consequences of fear-driven politics.

Additional Resources
1. "The Crucible" by Arthur Miller
This classic play uses the Salem witch trials as an allegory for McCarthyism and the hysteria
of the Second Red Scare. It explores themes of fear, accusation, and the consequences of
mass paranoia. Miller’s work is a powerful critique of the dangers of unfounded political
persecution.

2. "McCarthyism: The Fight for America" by Albert Fried
Fried provides a comprehensive history of McCarthyism, detailing Senator Joseph
McCarthy’s rise and the impact of his anti-communist crusade. The book delves into the
political and social atmosphere of the Second Red Scare and the lasting effects on
American society and government.

3. "Red Scare: FBI and the Origins of Anticommunism in the United States" by Athan
Theoharis
This book examines the role of the FBI in fueling the Red Scare and the government’s
efforts to root out communist influence. Theoharis offers insight into the mechanisms of
surveillance and repression during this tense period in American history.

4. "Hollywood on Trial: The Story of the 10 Who Were Indicted" by Leslie Klinger
Focusing on the Hollywood blacklist, this book tells the story of the famous “Hollywood Ten”
who were blacklisted for alleged communist ties. It sheds light on the entertainment
industry’s role in the cultural battles of the Second Red Scare and the personal toll on those
accused.

5. "Fear Itself: The New Deal and the Origins of Our Time" by Ira Katznelson
Katznelson explores the broader context of fear and political repression in American history,
including the Red Scare era. This book provides a detailed analysis of how fear shaped
policies and political behavior during McCarthyism and beyond.

6. "The Age of McCarthyism: A Brief History with Documents" by Ellen Schrecker
This concise volume combines historical overview with primary documents from the
McCarthy era. Schrecker’s collection is an excellent resource for understanding the political
climate and key events of the Second Red Scare.

7. "Darkness at Noon" by Arthur Koestler
Though not directly about McCarthyism, this novel about the Soviet purges influenced
many during the Red Scare era. It provides insight into the nature of political repression
and ideological conflict that shaped the fears driving McCarthyism.

8. "Naming Names" by Victor Navasky



Navasky, a former editor of The Nation, investigates the Hollywood blacklist and the
practice of “naming names” to expose alleged communists. The book offers a critical look
at the ethical dilemmas faced by individuals caught in the Red Scare.

9. "The FBI and McCarthyism: The Bureau’s Influence on the Red Scare" by Athan Theoharis
This detailed study highlights the FBI’s significant role in supporting McCarthy’s anti-
communist campaigns. Theoharis explores the collaboration between government agencies
and the consequences for civil liberties during the Second Red Scare.
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