MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT

MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT IS A FORMAL PHRASE COMMONLY USED IN LEGAL SETTINGS, PARTICULARLY WITHIN COURTROOM
PROCEEDINGS AND APPELLATE ADVOCACY. THIS EXPRESSION SERVES AS A RESPECTFUL OPENING TO ADDRESS JUDGES, SIGNALING
THE BEGINNING OF ORAL ARGUMENTS OR SUBMISSIONS. UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICANCE, USAGE, AND CONTEXT OF “MAY IT
PLEASE THE COURT" IS ESSENTIAL FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONALS, LAW STUDENTS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN COURTROOM
ETIQUETTE OR LEGAL TRADITIONS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS, APPROPRIATE CIRCUMSTANCES FOR USE, VARIATIONS,
AND PRACTICAL TIPS FOR EMPLOYING THIS PHRASE EFFECTIVELY. ADDITIONALLY, IT COVERS THE CULTURAL AND PROCEDURAL
NUANCES THAT SURROUND THIS FORMAL ADDRESS IN VARIOUS JUDICIAL SYSTEMS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF “MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT” TO ENHANCE KNOWLEDGE AND CLARITY ABOUT THIS IMPORTANT
LEGAL CONVENTION.

MEANING AND ORIGIN OF “MAY IT PLEAaSE THE CourT”

UsAGE IN COURTROOM PROCEEDINGS

® \V/ARIATIONS AND SYNONYMS OF THE PHRASE
® SIGNIFICANCE IN LEGAL ADVOCACY AND ETIQUETTE

PracTICAL TIPS For Using “"MaY |T PLease THE CourT”

MEeANING AND ORIGIN OF “MAY IT PLease THE CourT”

THE PHRASE MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT IS A TRADITIONAL LEGAL EXPRESSION USED AS A POLITE AND FORMAL WAY TO
ADDRESS A JUDGE OR PANEL OF JUDGES. |ITS PURPOSE IS TO SHOW DEFERENCE AND RESPECT BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH ORAL
ARGUMENTS OR STATEMENTS. THE PHRASE ESSENTIALLY MEANS, “IF IT IS AGREEABLE TO THE COURT,H INDICATING THE
LAWYER'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE COURT'S AUTHORITY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF OBTAINING THE COURT’'S ATTENTION AND
PERMISSION TO SPEAK.

HisTorICAL BACKGROUND

THE ORIGINS OF “MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT" CAN BE TRACED BACK TO THE EARLY ENGLISH COMMON LAW TRADITION, \WHERE
FORMALITIES AND PROTOCOLS IN COURT PROCEEDINGS WERE STRICTLY OBSERVED. | HIS PHRASE EVOLVED AS PART OF THE
CEREMONIAL LANGUAGE THAT UNDERSCORED RESPECT FOR JUDICIAL AUTHORITY AND THE SOLEMNITY OF THE LEGAL PROCESS.
OVER TIME, IT BECAME ENTRENCHED IN LEGAL PRACTICE, ESPECIALLY WITHIN APPELLATE COURTS, AND CONTINUES TO BE USED IN
MANY COMMON LAW JURISDICTIONS, INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES.

LEGAL SIGNIFICANCE

USING “MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT" IS MORE THAN MERE ETIQUETTE, IT SYMBOLIZES THE LAWYER’S RECOGNITION OF THE
COURT’S ROLE AS THE ULTIMATE ARBITER OF JUSTICE IN THE CASE. THIS PHRASE SETS A RESPECTFUL TONE FOR THE ARGUMENT
AND INDIRECTLY REQUESTS THE COURT’S INDULGENCE TO LISTEN CAREFULLY. |T HELPS ESTABLISH PROFESSIONALISM AND
DECORUM, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL IN JUDICIAL SETTINGS.



UsAGE IN COURTROOM PROCEEDINGS

IN COURTROOM SETTINGS, THE PHRASE MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT IS TYPICALLY EMPLOYED AT SPECIFIC MOMENTS,
PREDOMINANTLY AT THE START OF ORAL ARGUMENTS OR WHEN ADDRESSING THE COURT FORMALLY. TS USE IS INGRAINED IN THE
RITUALS OF LEGAL ADVOCACY AND SERVES FUNCTIONAL AND TRADITIONAL PURPOSES.

WHEN TO Use “MAY IT PLease THE CourT”

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS GENERALLY USE THIS PHRASE:

e AT THE BEGINNING OF AN ORAL ARGUMENT BEFORE A JUDGE OR A PANEL OF JUDGES
® \X/HEN MAKING FORMAL SUBMISSIONS DURING APPELLATE OR HIGHER COURT HEARINGS
® TO GAIN PERMISSION TO SPEAK OR PRESENT A POINT TO THE COURT

® \X/HEN ADDRESSING THE COURT IN A RESPECTFUL AND FORMAL MANNER

[T IS LESS COMMON IN LOWER COURT TRIALS OR INFORMAL HEARINGS BUT REMAINS A HALLMARK OF APPELLATE ADVOCACY AND
FORMAL LEGAL DISCOURSE.

WHo Uses THE PHRASE?

THE PHRASE IS PRIMARILY USED BY ATTORNEYS, ADVOCATES, AND SOMETIMES PARTIES REPRESENTING THEMSELVES IN COURT.
JUDGES AND COURT OFFICIALS DO NOT USE IT WHEN ADDRESSING THE COURT BUT MAY RECOGNIZE ITS USE AS A SIGNAL THAT
FORMAL ARGUMENTS ARE COMMENCING. |T IS ALSO FREQUENTLY HEARD IN MOOT COURT COMPETITIONS AND LAW SCHOOL
SETTINGS AS STUDENTS LEARN COURTROOM PROCEDURES.

V ARIATIONS AND SYNONYMS OF THE PHRASE

WHILE “MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT" IS THE MOST RECOGNIZED AND WIDELY USED EXPRESSION, THERE EXIST VARIATIONS AND
SYNONYMOUS PHRASES THAT SERVE SIMILAR FUNCTIONS IN DIFFERENT JURISDICTIONS OR CONTEXTS.

CoMMON V ARIATIONS

SOME VARIATIONS INCLUDE:

e "MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOR” — USED WHEN ADDRESSING A SINGLE JUDGE
e “MAY IT PLEASE THE BENCH” — A LESS COMMON VARIATION REFERRING COLLECTIVELY TO THE JUDGES

o "\X/ITH THE COURT’S PERMISSION" — USED TO POLITELY REQUEST TO PROCEED



THESE ALTERNATIVES MAINTAIN THE FORMALITY AND RESPECTFUL TONE NECESSARY IN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

JURISDICTIONAL DIFFERENCES

DIFFERENT JURISDICTIONS MAY HAVE UNIQUE CUSTOMS REGARDING COURTROOM ADDRESSES. FOR EXAMPLE, SOME COURTS MIGHT
PREFER MORE SUCCINCT GREETINGS OR OMIT THE PHRASE ALTOGETHER IN CERTAIN CONTEXTS. HO\X/EVER, APPELLATE COURTS IN
COMMON LAW COUNTRIES ALMOST UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZE “MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT” AS THE STANDARD OPENING.

SIGNIFICANCE IN LEGAL ADVOCACY AND ETIQUETTE

THE PHRASE MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT PLAYS A CRITICAL ROLE IN THE BROADER FRAMEWORK OF LEGAL ADVOCACY AND
COURTROOM ETIQUETTE. |TS CORRECT USE REFLECTS A LAWYER’S PROFESSIONALISM AND UNDERSTANDING OF JUDICIAL
DECORUM.

ESTABLISHING RESPECT AND AUTHORITY

USING THIS PHRASE HELPS ESTABLISH RESPECT FOR THE COURT'S AUTHORITY AND SIGNALS THE LAWYER’S INTENTION TO
ENGAGE RESPECTFULLY. |T SETS A FORMAL TONE CONDUCIVE TO SERIOUS LEGAL DISCUSSION AND HELPS MAINTAIN ORDER WITHIN
THE COURTROOM.

ENHANCING PERSUASIVENESS

W/HILE THE PHRASE ITSELF DOES NOT INFLUENCE THE MERITS OF THE ARGUMENT, IT CONTRIBUTES TO THE OVERALL IMPRESSION
MADE ON THE COURT. EFFECTIVE USE OF COURTROOM LANGUAGE, INCLUDING APPROPRIATE FORMALITIES, CAN ENHANCE AN
ADVOCATE’S PERSUASIVENESS BY DEMONSTRATING PROFESSIONALISM AND COMMAND OF COURTROOM PROTOCOL.

MooT CoURT AND LEGAL EDUCATION

IN LEGAL EDUCATION, STUDENTS ARE TAUGHT TO USE “MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT” TO SIMULATE REAL COURT PROCEEDINGS.
THIS PRACTICE HELPS PREPARE FUTURE LAW YERS TO PARTICIPATE CONFIDENTLY AND RESPECTFULLY IN ACTUAL LEGAL
SETTINGS.

PrAcTICAL TIPS For UsING “MAY IT PLease THE CourT”

LAWYERS AND ADVOCATES SEEKING TO USE THIS PHRASE EFFECTIVELY SHOULD CONSIDER CERTAIN PRACTICAL TIPS TO
MAINTAIN PROPER COURTROOM DEMEANOR AND COMMUNICATION CLARITY.

TIMING AND DELIVERY

ALWAYS BEGIN ORAL ARGUMENTS OR FORMAL SUBMISSIONS WITH “MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT" AS A RESPECTFUL OPENING.
DELIVER THE PHRASE CLEARLY AND CONFIDENTLY, USING A TONE THAT CONVEYS RESPECT WITHOUT HESITATION OR OVER~



FORMALITY.

FoLLow-Up wITH CLEAR ARGUMENTATION

AFTER ADDRESSING THE COURT WITH THIS PHRASE, PROCEED DIRECTLY INTO THE ARGUMENT OR SUBMISSION. Avolp
UNNECESSARY VERBOSITY AFTER THE OPENING AND MAINTAIN FOCUS ON THE KEY POINTS TO RESPECT THE COURT’S TIME.

ADAPTING TO CoUrRTROOM CULTURE

BE MINDFUL OF THE SPECIFIC CUSTOMS AND PREFERENCES OF THE COURT BEFORE WHICH YOU ARE APPEARING. SOME JUDGES MAY
APPRECIATE A TRADITIONAL APPROACH, WHILE OTHERS PREFER A MORE STRAIGHTFORWARD STYLE. OBSERVING COURTROOM
NORMS AND ADAPTING ACCORDINGLY CAN ENHANCE EFFECTIVENESS.

CoMMON MIsTAKES TO AvolD

1. OVERUSING THE PHRASE UNNECESSARILY DURING THE SAME ARGUMENT
2. USING IT IN INFORMAL OR INAPPROPRIATE CONTEXTS WHERE LESS FORMAL LANGUAGE IS EXPECTED

3. SPEAKING TOO QUICKLY OR MUMBLING THE PHRASE, WHICH CAN UNDERMINE ITS RESPECTFUL TONE

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT DOES THE PHRASE ‘MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT' MEAN?

THE PHRASE ‘MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT’ IS A FORMAL EXPRESSION USED BY LAWYERS WHEN ADDRESSING A JUDGE OR THE
COURT, SIGNIFYING RESPECT AND SEEKING PERMISSION TO SPEAK.

\WHEN IS ‘MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT’ TYPICALLY USED?

[T IS TYPICALLY USED AT THE BEGINNING OF ORAL ARGUMENTS OR SUBMISSIONS IN A COURTROOM SETTING TO FORMALLY
ADDRESS THE JUDGE OR PANEL OF JUDGES.

Is ‘'MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT' USED IN ALL LEGAL SYSTEMS?

W/HILE COMMON IN COMMON LAW JURISDICTIONS SUCH AS THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM, THE
EXACT PHRASE MAY NOT BE USED UNIVERSALLY BUT SIMILAR FORMALITIES EXIST IN MANY LEGAL SYSTEMS.

CAN ‘MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT' BE OMITTED IN COURT PROCEEDINGS?

YES, IN SOME COURTS AND JURISDICTIONS, THE PHRASE CAN BE OMITTED OR REPLACED WITH LESS FORMAL LANGUAGE DEPENDING
ON THE COURTROOM CULTURE AND THE_JUDGEIS PREFERENCES.



\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SAYING ‘MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT' IN LEGAL
ADVOCACY?

SAYING ‘MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT’ DEMONSTRATES RESPECT, PROFESSIONALISM, AND ADHERENCE TO COURTROOM DECORUM,
WHICH HELPS ESTABLISH CREDIBILITY AND A RESPECTFUL TONE IN LEGAL ADVOCACY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. May IT PLEASE THE COURT: THE ANATOMY OF A SUPREME COURT ARGUMENT

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN INSIDE LOOK AT HOW LAW YERS PREPARE AND PRESENT THEIR CASES BEFORE THE HIGHEST COURT IN THE
UNITED STATES. IT EXPLORES THE STRATEGIES, RHETORIC, AND LEGAL REASONING THAT SHAPE SUPREME COURT ARGUMENTS.
READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE JUDICIAL DECISION-MAKING PROCESS AND THE ART OF ADVOCACY AT THE PINNACLE OF THE
LEGAL SYSTEM.

2. MAY IT PLeASE THE COURT: A HisTory oF SupreMeE CoURT ORAL ARGUMENTS

TRACING THE EVOLUTION OF ORAL ARGUMENTS FROM THE FOUNDING OF THE SUPREME COURT TO THE PRESENT DAY, THIS BOOK
HIGHLIGHTS LANDMARK CASES AND MEMORABLE MOMENTS. |T EXAMINES HOW ORAL ADVOCACY HAS INFLUENCED MAJOR LEGAL
DECISIONS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF CONSTITUTIONAL LAW. THE NARRATIVE COMBINES HISTORICAL ANECDOTES WITH
ANALYSIS OF COURTROOM DYNAMICS.

3. May IT PLeAase THE COURT: EFFECTIVE ADVOCACY IN APPELLATE COURTS

FOCUSED ON APPELLATE ADVOCACY, THIS GUIDE OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR LAWYERS ON CRAFTING PERSUASIVE BRIEFS
AND DELIVERING COMPELLING ORAL ARGUMENTS. |T COVERS PREPARATION TECHNIQUES, HANDLING QUESTIONS FROM JUDGES, AND
TAILORING PRESENTATIONS TO DIFFERENT COURTS. THE BOOK IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR LEGAL PRACTITIONERS AIMING TO
EXCEL IN APPELLATE LITIGATION.

4. May IT PLEASE THE COURT: STORIES FROM THE SUPREME COURT BAR

THIS COLLECTION OF PERSONAL STORIES AND REFLECTIONS FROM ATTORNEYS WHO HAVE ARGUED BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT
REVEALS THE HUMAN SIDE OF LEGAL ADVOCACY. |T INCLUDES ANECDOTES ABOUT THE PRESSURES, CHALLENGES, AND TRIUMPHS
EXPERIENCED IN THE COURTROOM. THE BOOK OFFERS A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON THE PRESTIGE AND RESPONSIBILITY OF
PRACTICING BEFORE THE NATION’S HIGHEST COURT.

5. MAy IT PLease THE CoURT: THE RoLE oF ORAL ARGUMENT IN_JUDICIAL DECISION MAKING

EXAMINING THE IMPACT OF ORAL ARGUMENTS ON SUPREME COURT RULINGS, THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES WHETHER AND HOW THESE
PRESENTATIONS INFLUENCE JUSTICES” VOTES. USING CASE STUDIES AND INTERVIEWS WITH FORMER CLERKS AND ADVOCATES, IT
ANALYZES THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN WRITTEN BRIEFS AND ORAL ADVOCACY. THE WORK CONTRIBUTES TO UNDERSTANDING THE
PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE IMPORTANCE OF COURTROOM DISCOURSE.

6. MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT: NAVIGATING SUPREME COURT PROCEDURE

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE EXPLAINS THE PROCEDURAL RULES AND TRADITIONS GOVERNING SUPREME COURT CASES, FROM
FILING PETITIONS TO ORAL ARGUMENTS AND OPINIONS. |T IS DESIGNED TO HELP LAWYERS, STUDENTS, AND SCHOLARS
UNDERSTAND THE COURT’S UNIQUE PRACTICES. THE BOOK DEMYSTIFIES THE COMPLEX STEPS INVOLVED IN SECURING AND
ARGUING A CASE BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT.

7. MAy IT PLEASE THE COURT: ADVOCACY AND ETHICS IN THE SUPREME COURT

FOCUSING ON THE ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR ATTORNEYS PRACTICING BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT, THIS BOOK ADDRESSES
ISSUES SUCH AS CANDOR, PROFESSIONALISM, AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST. |T DISCUSSES HOW ETHICAL RULES APPLY IN HIGH-
STAKES LITIGATION AND THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING INTEGRITY IN ADVOCACY. THE TEXT SERVES AS A GUIDE FOR
LAWYERS COMMITTED TO ETHICAL EXCELLENCE IN APPELLATE PRACTICE.

8. MAY IT PLeASE THE CoURT: THE LANGUAGE oF SUPREME COURT ADVOCACY

THIS WORK EXPLORES THE DISTINCTIVE RHETORICAL TECHNIQUES AND LINGUISTIC STRATEGIES USED BY SUPREME COURT
ADVOCATES. |T ANALYZES HOW WORD CHOICE, TONE, AND NARRATIVE STRUCTURE INFLUENCE JUSTICES AND SHAPE LEGAL
OUTCOMES. THE BOOK OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS FOR LAW YERS SEEKING TO REFINE THEIR ORAL ARGUMENT SKILLS THROUGH
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION.

Q. May IT PLease THE CoURT: LANDMARK SUPREME CoURT ORAL ARGUMENTS



HIGHLIGHTING SOME OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL ORAL ARGUMENTS IN SUPREME COURT HISTORY, THIS BOOK PRESENTS
TRANSCRIPTS AND COMMENTARY ON CASES THAT HAVE SHAPED AMERICAN LAW. |T PROVIDES CONTEXT AND ANALYSIS FOR
EACH ARGUMENT, ILLUSTRATING THE POWER OF ADVOCACY AT THE HIGHEST JUDICIAL LEVEL. READERS GAIN AN APPRECIATION
FOR THE DRAMA AND SIGNIFICANCE OF SUPREME COURT LITIGATION.
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