
matt damon we bought a zoo

matt damon we bought a zoo is a phrase that brings to mind the 2011 family drama film "We Bought a Zoo,"
starring Matt Damon. This film, inspired by a true story, showcases Matt Damon's compelling portrayal of a
father who takes on the challenge of renovating and reopening a struggling zoo to create a better life for his
family. The movie's blend of heartfelt storytelling, family dynamics, and animal conservation themes has
captured the interest of audiences worldwide. In this article, the focus will be on Matt Damon's role in "We
Bought a Zoo," the film's background, production details, critical reception, and its impact on viewers.
Additionally, an exploration of the true story behind the movie and how it compares to the cinematic
adaptation will be discussed. For those interested in family films, animal stories, or Matt Damon's filmography,
this article provides a comprehensive overview of "We Bought a Zoo." The following sections will guide
readers through various aspects of the movie and its significance.
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Overview of "We Bought a Zoo"

"We Bought a Zoo" is a family drama film released in 2011, directed by Cameron Crowe and starring Matt
Damon. The film is based on the memoir by Benjamin Mee, which narrates his real-life experience of purchasing and
restoring a dilapidated zoo. The story centers on a widowed father who moves his family to the countryside in
hopes of starting anew and creating a fresh environment for his children. The movie combines elements of
emotional depth, humor, and the uplifting journey of saving the zoo, making it a heartwarming tale that
resonates with audiences of all ages.

Plot Summary

The film follows Benjamin Mee, played by Matt Damon, as he navigates the challenges of buying a rundown zoo
and working alongside a dedicated staff to reopen it. The story highlights the trials of family adjustment,
overcoming personal loss, and the importance of perseverance. Throughout the movie, viewers witness the
transformation of both the zoo and the Mee family as they forge new connections and embrace change.

Main Characters

Aside from Matt Damon’s Benjamin Mee, the film features a notable cast including Scarlett Johansson as Kelly
Foster, the head zookeeper, and Elle Fanning as Benjamin's daughter, Rosie. These characters contribute
significantly to the narrative, enriching the story with their interactions and development.



Matt Damon's Role and Performance

Matt Damon's portrayal of Benjamin Mee in "We Bought a Zoo" is central to the film’s success. Known for his
versatility and depth as an actor, Damon brings authenticity and warmth to the role, embodying the
complexities of a father dealing with grief while embracing hope. His performance effectively balances moments of
vulnerability and determination, making the character relatable and inspiring.

Character Analysis

Benjamin Mee is depicted as a man who, despite personal tragedy, chooses to take a bold step toward a new
beginning. Damon’s nuanced acting captures the emotional layers of the character, from doubt and fear to
courage and joy. This portrayal emphasizes themes of resilience and family unity, which are pivotal to the film’s
narrative.

Critical Acclaim for Damon's Performance

Critics praised Matt Damon for his heartfelt and genuine performance in the movie. His ability to convey a wide
emotional range contributed significantly to the film’s appeal, helping audiences connect deeply with the story.
Damon’s role in "We Bought a Zoo" is often highlighted as one of his memorable performances in family-oriented
films.

Production and Filming Details

The making of "We Bought a Zoo" involved a combination of on-location shooting and carefully designed sets
to bring the story to life. The production aimed to authentically depict the atmosphere of a zoo undergoing
restoration, as well as the natural beauty of the countryside setting.

Filming Locations

The movie was primarily filmed in various locations across England, including the Dartmoor Zoological Park,
which served as the inspiration for the actual zoo. The choice of real zoo settings added realism to the film and
helped create an immersive experience for the viewers.

Direction and Cinematography

Director Cameron Crowe brought his signature style of storytelling to the project, focusing on character
development and emotional storytelling. The cinematography emphasized natural lighting and scenic vistas,
highlighting the zoo’s transformation and the family’s journey.

Animal Handling and Production Challenges

Working with live animals presented unique challenges during production. The film's team took special care to
ensure ethical treatment of animals and smooth coordination of scenes involving wildlife. This aspect was
crucial to maintaining the film’s authenticity and respect for animal welfare.



True Story Behind the Film

"We Bought a Zoo" is inspired by the real-life experiences of Benjamin Mee, who actually purchased and restored
a struggling zoo in the United Kingdom. The memoir on which the film is based offers insight into the challenges
and triumphs of this endeavor.

Benjamin Mee’s Real Zoo

The Dartmoor Zoological Park, located in Devon, England, was the real zoo bought by Benjamin Mee and his
family. After the death of his wife, Mee sought to create a new life for his children by taking on the ambitious
project of restoring the zoo, which had been facing financial and operational difficulties.

Differences Between the Film and Reality

While the movie captures the spirit of the memoir, certain aspects were dramatized or altered for cinematic
effect. For example, the timeline of events and character interactions were adjusted to enhance narrative flow
and emotional impact. Despite these changes, the core message of hope and perseverance remains true to the
original story.

Critical Reception and Audience Response

"We Bought a Zoo" received generally positive reviews from both critics and audiences. The film was
appreciated for its uplifting story, strong performances, and family-friendly appeal. It successfully attracted
viewers looking for inspirational and heartwarming content.

Box Office Performance

The movie performed well commercially, earning solid box office returns worldwide. Its appeal to a broad
demographic, including families and animal lovers, contributed to its financial success.

Critics’ Reviews

Critics highlighted the film’s emotional resonance and Matt Damon’s engaging performance. Some reviews noted
the film’s predictable moments but agreed that its sincerity and warmth made it enjoyable. The balance between
drama and lightheartedness was also praised.

Audience Feedback

Audience members responded positively to the movie’s themes of family, healing, and animal care. Many viewers
found the story inspiring and appreciated the realistic depiction of personal growth and community effort.

Themes and Messages in the Movie

"We Bought a Zoo" explores several meaningful themes that contribute to its depth and relatability. These
themes resonate with viewers and underscore the film’s emotional impact.



Resilience and Healing

The film portrays resilience in the face of loss and adversity. Benjamin Mee’s journey reflects the human capacity
for healing and renewal, demonstrating that challenges can lead to new opportunities and growth.

Family and Relationships

Family dynamics play a crucial role in the story, highlighting the importance of support, communication, and
love. The movie emphasizes how shared experiences and teamwork strengthen familial bonds.

Animal Conservation and Responsibility

Through the zoo’s restoration, the film brings attention to animal care and conservation efforts. It
advocates for responsibility toward wildlife and the environment, encouraging awareness and empathy.

List of Key Themes

Overcoming grief and personal loss

Commitment to family unity

Dedication to animal welfare

Community involvement and support

Hope and new beginnings

Impact and Legacy of "We Bought a Zoo"

The movie "We Bought a Zoo," featuring Matt Damon, has left a lasting impression in the realm of family and
inspirational films. Its combination of heartfelt storytelling and real-life inspiration continues to engage
audiences years after its release.

Influence on Family Films

The film set a standard for family dramas that blend emotional depth with uplifting messages. Its success
demonstrated the viability of stories centered on real events and positive themes, encouraging similar
productions.

Promotion of Animal Awareness

"We Bought a Zoo" helped raise awareness about the challenges faced by zoological parks and the importance
of animal conservation. This impact extended beyond entertainment, fostering interest in wildlife care and
environmental responsibility.



Matt Damon’s Enduring Performance

Matt Damon’s role in the film remains a significant part of his diverse career. His ability to bring sincerity and
warmth to the character of Benjamin Mee has contributed to the movie’s enduring popularity and critical
respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the movie 'We Bought a Zoo' about?

The movie 'We Bought a Zoo' is about a family who buys and renovates a struggling zoo, facing various
challenges while bonding and healing together.

Did Matt Damon star in 'We Bought a Zoo'?

Yes, Matt Damon played the lead role of Benjamin Mee in the 2011 film 'We Bought a Zoo.'

Is 'We Bought a Zoo' based on a true story?

Yes, 'We Bought a Zoo' is based on the true story of Benjamin Mee, who bought and restored the Dartmoor
Wildlife Park in England.

Who directed 'We Bought a Zoo'?

Cameron Crowe directed the movie 'We Bought a Zoo.'

What role does Matt Damon's character have in 'We Bought a Zoo'?

Matt Damon's character, Benjamin Mee, is a widower who decides to buy and renovate a zoo to give his family a
fresh start.

When was 'We Bought a Zoo' released?

'We Bought a Zoo' was released in 2011.

How was Matt Damon's performance in 'We Bought a Zoo' received?

Matt Damon's performance in 'We Bought a Zoo' was generally praised for its warmth and sincerity.

Where was 'We Bought a Zoo' filmed?

The movie was primarily filmed in California, despite being based on a zoo in England.

What themes are explored in 'We Bought a Zoo'?

'We Bought a Zoo' explores themes of family, healing, resilience, and starting over after loss.

Additional Resources
1. We Bought a Zoo: The Amazing True Story of a Young Family, a Broken Down Zoo, and the 200 Wild



Animals That Changed Their Lives Forever by Benjamin Mee
This is the true story behind the movie "We Bought a Zoo," written by Benjamin Mee himself. The book recounts
how Mee and his family purchased and renovated a struggling zoo in the English countryside. It details the
challenges they faced in turning the zoo around and the deep bond they formed with the animals. The memoir is
heartwarming and inspiring, showcasing themes of family, determination, and love for wildlife.

2. The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein
Although not directly related to "We Bought a Zoo," this novel shares its heartfelt and emotional tone.
Told from the perspective of a dog named Enzo, the story explores themes of family, loyalty, and overcoming
life's obstacles. Like "We Bought a Zoo," it emphasizes the special bond between humans and animals.

3. Marley & Me: Life and Love with the World's Worst Dog by John Grogan
This memoir chronicles the life of the author's mischievous Labrador Retriever, Marley, and the impact he has on
the family. Similar to "We Bought a Zoo," it highlights the joys and challenges of caring for animals and how
they enrich our lives. The book is touching, humorous, and a celebration of the human-animal connection.

4. Born Free by Joy Adamson
This classic memoir tells the story of Joy and George Adamson's efforts to raise and release Elsa, a lioness,
back into the wild. Like "We Bought a Zoo," it involves the care and rehabilitation of wild animals. The book is
a powerful exploration of conservation, compassion, and the relationship between humans and wildlife.

5. Life Is Good: The Book by Bert Jacobs and John Jacobs
This inspirational book, though not about animals specifically, aligns with the optimistic and uplifting spirit
found in "We Bought a Zoo." It encourages readers to find joy in life and maintain a positive outlook despite
challenges. The book is filled with hopeful messages and practical advice for living a fulfilling life.

6. Animals Make Us Human: Creating the Best Life for Animals by Temple Grandin
Temple Grandin, a renowned animal behaviorist, offers insights on understanding and improving the lives of
animals. This book complements the themes of animal welfare and empathy present in "We Bought a Zoo." It
provides a scientific yet compassionate perspective on how humans can better relate to and care for animals.

7. The Elephant Whisperer: My Life with the Herd in the African Wild by Lawrence Anthony
This memoir recounts Lawrence Anthony's experiences rescuing and rehabilitating a herd of wild elephants on his
South African reserve. Like "We Bought a Zoo," it is a story of dedication, conservation, and the
transformative power of human-animal relationships. The book is both adventurous and deeply moving.

8. Secret Zoo by Bryan Chick
A fictional adventure about a group of kids who discover that the animals in their local zoo are magically
alive and working together to protect their home. This imaginative story shares a zoo setting with "We
Bought a Zoo" and explores themes of teamwork, courage, and the magic of animals. It's a fun read for those
who enjoyed the zoo environment.

9. Zoo Story: Life in the Garden of Captives by Thomas French
This nonfiction book delves into the lives of animals and keepers at the Miami MetroZoo. It offers a behind-the-
scenes look at the complexities of running a modern zoo. Readers interested in the real-life challenges and
triumphs of zoo management, similar to those depicted in "We Bought a Zoo," will find this book enlightening and
engaging.
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