marilyn manson sweet dreams guitar tab

marilyn manson sweet dreams guitar tab is a popular search term among
guitarists and fans eager to master the iconic cover version of the classic
Eurythmics song. Marilyn Manson's rendition is known for its dark, industrial
tone and distinctive guitar riff, which has captivated musicians looking to
replicate its unique sound. This article provides a comprehensive guide to
the marilyn manson sweet dreams guitar tab, including detailed explanations
of the song structure, key riffs, and playing techniques. Additionally, it
covers essential tips for achieving the correct tone and offers advice on
common challenges faced by players. Whether a beginner or an experienced
guitarist, understanding the intricacies of this guitar tab will enhance your
ability to perform the track authentically. The subsequent sections will
break down each aspect methodically, ensuring a thorough grasp of this
classic cover.
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Overview of Marilyn Manson’s "Sweet Dreams"

Marilyn Manson’s version of "Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)" is a dark,
industrial rock cover of the original synth-pop hit by the Eurythmics.
Released in the mid-1990s, it quickly became one of Manson’s most
recognizable tracks, characterized by its heavy guitar riffs, distorted
tones, and haunting vocal delivery. The song’s guitar work plays a crucial
role in setting the ominous mood, making the marilyn manson sweet dreams
guitar tab essential for any guitarist aiming to capture that atmosphere. The
cover features repetitive, hypnotic riffs that rely heavily on power chords
and controlled distortion, making it accessible yet challenging to play
accurately.

Understanding the Guitar Tuning and Equipment

To faithfully reproduce the marilyn manson sweet dreams guitar tab,
understanding the tuning and gear setup is vital. Marilyn Manson’s sound on
this track is heavily influenced by specific guitar tunings and effects



pedals that create the signature industrial vibe.

Standard Tuning vs. Alternative Tuning

The song is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e), which is
convenient for most players. However, some versions and live performances use
slight variations or drop tunings to deepen the tone. Standard tuning allows
for easy access to the power chords and riffs featured in the tab without
requiring complex finger positioning.

Essential Equipment for Tone

Achieving the correct tone involves more than just playing the right notes.
Key gear includes:

e Electric Guitar: A model with humbucker pickups, such as a Gibson Les
Paul or similar, helps deliver the thick, heavy tone.

e Distortion Pedal: High-gain distortion is crucial for replicating the
gritty sound.

e Chorus and Delay Effects: Subtle modulation effects add depth and
atmosphere.

e Amplifier Settings: A mid- to high-gain amp setting, with boosted mids
and bass, enhances sustain and heaviness.

Breaking Down the Guitar Tabs

The marilyn manson sweet dreams guitar tab is centered around a main riff
that repeats throughout the song, making it both iconic and relatively
straightforward to learn. This section will dissect the tab into manageable
parts for detailed study.

Main Riff

The main riff utilizes power chords and palm-muted notes, creating a rhythmic
and hypnotic effect. Typically played on the lower strings, it follows a
pattern that emphasizes minor tonalities to contribute to the dark
atmosphere.



Pre-Chorus and Chorus Sections

While the main riff dominates, the pre-chorus and chorus introduce slight
variations and chord progressions that add tension and release. These parts
involve strumming open chords with distortion and occasional slides to
maintain energy.

Bridge and Solo Elements

The bridge section features more dynamic playing, often including bends and
vibrato to add expression. Although the original cover does not feature an
extensive solo, some arrangements incorporate melodic fills based on the
song’s minor scale.

Playing Techniques and Tips

Mastering the marilyn manson sweet dreams guitar tab requires certain playing
techniques that bring the tab to life. This section highlights these
essential methods.

Palm Muting

Palm muting is used extensively to create the chugging sound in the main
riff. Rest the side of the picking hand lightly on the strings near the
bridge while picking to achieve this muted effect.

Power Chords

Most of the song relies on power chords, which are two-note chords that
provide a heavy and punchy sound. Ensure clean transitions between chords to
maintain the groove.

Use of Effects

Incorporate distortion and modulation effects as mentioned earlier to enhance
the tone. Experiment with pedal settings to match the crunchy yet atmospheric
quality of the original recording.

Consistent Timing

The repetitive nature of the riff demands precise timing and rhythmic
consistency. Practicing with a metronome can help maintain steady tempo
throughout the song.



Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Several common mistakes occur when learning the marilyn manson sweet dreams
guitar tab, often related to timing, tone, and technique. Recognizing these
pitfalls can improve overall performance quality.

1. Overusing Distortion: Excessive distortion can muddy the riff, so
balance gain levels carefully.

2. Inconsistent Palm Muting: Uneven muting disrupts the rhythmic feel;
practice controlled muting.

3. Rushing the Tempo: The hypnotic groove relies on steady pacing; use a
metronome to develop timing.

4. Ignoring Dynamics: The track uses subtle volume and attack variations;
avoid playing all notes with the same intensity.

5. Poor Chord Transitions: Smooth changes between power chords are
essential; slow down difficult parts until clean transitions are
possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the guitar tab for Marilyn Manson's
version of 'Sweet Dreams'?

You can find the guitar tab for Marilyn Manson's 'Sweet Dreams' on popular
tablature websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and GuitarTabs.cc.

Is the Marilyn Manson 'Sweet Dreams' guitar tab
suitable for beginners?

The tab is moderately challenging due to its use of power chords and some
palm muting, making it suitable for intermediate players with basic guitar
skills.

What tuning is used in Marilyn Manson's 'Sweet
Dreams' guitar tab?

The song is typically played in Drop D tuning (D A D G B E) to achieve the
heavy and dark tone characteristic of Marilyn Manson's cover.



Are there any special techniques used in the 'Sweet
Dreams' guitar tab by Marilyn Manson?

Yes, the tab includes techniques like palm muting, power chords, and some
slides to capture the gritty and industrial sound of the original track.

Can I find a video tutorial for Marilyn Manson's
'Sweet Dreams' guitar tab?

Yes, there are several video tutorials available on YouTube that walk you
through the guitar parts of Marilyn Manson's 'Sweet Dreams' step-by-step.

How accurate are the Marilyn Manson 'Sweet Dreams'
guitar tabs available online?

Many tabs are quite accurate, especially those rated highly by users on sites
like Ultimate Guitar, but it's always good to cross-reference multiple tabs
and listen to the song carefully.

Does Marilyn Manson's 'Sweet Dreams' guitar tab
differ from the original Eurythmics version?

Yes, Marilyn Manson's version has a heavier, more distorted guitar
arrangement with different chord voicings and rhythm patterns compared to the
synth-driven original by Eurythmics.

What gear or effects are recommended to replicate
the guitar tone in Marilyn Manson's 'Sweet Dreams'?

To replicate the tone, use a distortion or overdrive pedal with a thick,
saturated sound, combined with a guitar tuned to Drop D and possibly a wah
pedal for added texture.

Are there any printable versions of Marilyn Manson's
'Sweet Dreams' guitar tab?

Yes, many tablature websites offer printable versions of the tab in PDF
format, allowing you to easily print and practice offline.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Marilyn Manson: Guitar Techniques for Sweet Dreams

This book offers an in-depth breakdown of Marilyn Manson's guitar style,
focusing specifically on the iconic track "Sweet Dreams." It includes
detailed tablatures, chord diagrams, and playing tips to help guitarists
replicate the haunting riffs. Additionally, it explores the tone settings and



effects used to achieve Manson’s signature sound.

2. Gothic Rock Guitar Essentials: Marilyn Manson and Beyond

Explore the dark and atmospheric guitar work that defines gothic rock, with a
special section dedicated to Marilyn Manson’s "Sweet Dreams." The book
provides tablature for key songs, instructional techniques, and insights into
the genre’s stylistic nuances. Perfect for guitarists looking to expand their
repertoire into moody and intense soundscapes.

3. Covering the Classics: Sweet Dreams Guitar Tab and Tutorial

A comprehensive guide for guitarists who want to cover "Sweet Dreams" by
Marilyn Manson. This book includes step-by-step tablature, rhythm patterns,
and solo techniques. It also offers tips for adapting the song to different
skill levels and performance settings.

4. The Art of Alternative Metal Guitar: Marilyn Manson’s Influence

Delve into the alternative metal style with a focus on Marilyn Manson’s
contribution to the genre, including a detailed analysis of "Sweet Dreams."
The book discusses riff construction, guitar effects, and songwriting
approaches that define Manson’s music. Ideal for players seeking to blend
heaviness with melodic elements.

5. Electric Guitar Tab Collection: Marilyn Manson Hits

This compilation contains accurate guitar tabs for Marilyn Manson’s most
popular songs, featuring "Sweet Dreams" prominently. Each song is accompanied
by chord charts, picking patterns, and performance notes. The collection is
designed for intermediate guitarists aiming to master Manson’s repertoire.

6. Dark Tones: Exploring the Guitar Sounds of Marilyn Manson

Focus on the unique tonal qualities and playing styles that Marilyn Manson
employs, with detailed sections on "Sweet Dreams." The book covers gear
recommendations, effects pedals, and amp settings to recreate the eerie and
aggressive sound. It also includes exercises to develop the necessary
techniques.

7. From Cover to Creation: Writing Guitar Parts Like Marilyn Manson
Learn how to write guitar parts inspired by Marilyn Manson, using "Sweet
Dreams" as a case study. This guide breaks down song structure, riff
development, and thematic expression in guitar writing. It encourages
creativity while maintaining the dark, industrial vibe characteristic of
Manson’s work.

8. Ultimate Guitar Tab Guide: Marilyn Manson’s Sweet Dreams

A focused guitar tab book dedicated solely to "Sweet Dreams," providing
multiple arrangements including simplified and advanced versions. It guides
players through the nuances of timing, dynamics, and articulation. The book
is ideal for both beginners and seasoned players wanting to perfect their
cover.

9. Industrial Rock Guitar: Techniques and Tabs Featuring Marilyn Manson
This instructional book explores the industrial rock genre with Marilyn



Manson as a prime example. It includes detailed tabs for "Sweet Dreams" and
other signature tracks, emphasizing rhythm patterns and textural playing.
Readers will learn how to incorporate electronic elements and distortion to
capture the industrial sound.
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