make your own alternate history map

make your own alternate history map is an engaging and creative way to
visualize how historical events could have unfolded differently. Alternate
history maps allow historians, writers, educators, and enthusiasts to explore
"what if" scenarios by altering borders, nations, or empires based on
hypothetical changes in history. This article will provide a comprehensive
guide on how to make your own alternate history map, including the tools
needed, historical research tips, and design strategies. It will also cover
how to choose significant events to alter and ways to present your map
effectively. Whether you are a seasoned historian or a curious beginner,
understanding the process to create a meaningful and accurate alternate
history map can deepen your appreciation of history and geography. The
following sections will walk through the steps and considerations essential
to crafting a compelling alternate history map.
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Understanding Alternate History Maps

Alternate history maps depict geographical and political changes in the world
as if certain historical events had different outcomes. These maps are not
just artistic interpretations but often require rigorous historical
understanding to maintain credibility. They visualize alternate timelines by
changing borders, nations, empires, or colonies based on hypothetical
scenarios. For instance, a map might explore what the world would look like
if the Roman Empire had never fallen or if a major war had a different
victor.

Creating such maps involves combining historical knowledge with creative
speculation, making it crucial to balance imagination with plausibility. The
maps serve multiple purposes, including educational tools, storytelling aids,
or frameworks for academic discussions about history’s impact on geography
and societies.



The Purpose of Alternate History Maps

Alternate history maps help illustrate the consequences of key historical
turning points. They aid in understanding how geography influences politics,
culture, and economics, and vice versa. By visually contrasting actual
history with alternate scenarios, these maps encourage critical thinking
about cause, effect, and the interconnectedness of historical events.

Common Themes in Alternate History Maps

Many alternate history maps focus on themes such as:

e Different outcomes of major wars (e.g., World War I or II)
e Colonial expansions or failures

e Survival or collapse of ancient empires

e Alternate political unions or separations

e Technological advancements occurring earlier or later

Choosing a Historical Divergence Point

Deciding where to diverge from known history is one of the most critical
steps in making your own alternate history map. The divergence point is the
moment when history takes a different path, leading to the alternate timeline
depicted on the map. Selecting a significant and plausible divergence will
ensure the alternate history resonates with audiences and maintains logical
coherence.

Identifying Key Events to Alter

Key events that serve as effective divergence points often include battles,
political decisions, inventions, or social movements that drastically
influenced history. Examples include:

e The outcome of the Battle of Hastings in 1066



e The success or failure of the Confederate States in the American Civil
War

e The discovery of the Americas by a different explorer or at a different
time

e Alternate outcomes of the Cold War

Choosing a divergence point close to a pivotal event allows for clearer
cause-and-effect relationships on the alternate map and makes the scenario
more engaging and believable.

Evaluating Plausibility and Impact

After selecting a divergence, it is important to evaluate its
plausibility—whether the alternate outcome could realistically have
happened—and the potential impact on geopolitical boundaries, populations,
and cultures. This step involves thorough research to understand the ripple
effects of the change and how it might reshape political entities and
territories on the map.

Conducting Research for Accuracy and
Plausibility

Successful alternate history maps rely on accurate historical data combined
with reasonable speculation. Conducting comprehensive research is essential
to understand the historical context, geography, and political climate
surrounding the divergence point. This research grounds the alternate map in
reality while allowing creative modifications.

Sources for Historical and Geographical Information

Consulting various sources will enrich the quality of your alternate history
map. Recommended sources include:

e Historical atlases and maps for geographical boundaries
e Academic books and articles on the specific era or event

e Primary sources such as letters, treaties, and official documents



e Encyclopedias and reputable online databases

These resources help verify facts and understand how regions were governed,
inhabited, and influenced by historical events.

Analyzing Potential Outcomes

Analyzing how different outcomes would affect nations or empires requires
critical thinking and an understanding of historical trends. It is helpful to
create a timeline of events following the divergence to map out plausible
geopolitical changes. This analysis informs which territories might expand,
contract, or form new political entities on the alternate history map.

Tools and Software for Creating Maps

Choosing the right tools for creating alternate history maps is important for
achieving professional and visually appealing results. Various software
options cater to different skill levels and offer features suited for
historical cartography.

Graphic Design Software

Professional graphic design programs provide flexibility and precision for
map creation, including:

e Adobe Illustrator: Ideal for vector-based map design with customizable

layers and shapes.

e CorelDRAW: Another vector design tool suitable for detailed map
illustrations.

e GIMP: A free alternative for raster image editing that can be used for
map creation.

Mapping and GIS Software

Geographic Information System (GIS) software is powerful for accurate map-



making:
e QGIS: Open-source GIS software that allows manipulation of geospatial

data and layer editing.

e ArcGIS: A professional GIS tool for advanced spatial analysis and
cartography.

e MapChart: Web-based tool useful for quick and straightforward map
customization, especially for political boundaries.

Specialized Alternate History Tools

Some tools are designed specifically for alternate history enthusiasts:

e Worldbuilding software: Programs like Inkarnate or Wonderdraft can be
adapted for alternate history maps.

e Custom map generators: Online platforms that allow users to alter
existing maps for alternate scenarios.

Designing Your Alternate History Map

Effective design is key to communicating the alternate history clearly and
attractively. The design process includes choosing color schemes, labeling,
and deciding on the level of detail to best present the alternate timeline.

Choosing a Color Scheme

Selecting appropriate colors helps differentiate political entities and
geographic features. Contrasting colors for different countries or regions
make the map easier to read, while muted tones can evoke a historical
atmosphere. Consider colorblind-friendly palettes for accessibility.

Labeling and Annotations



Labels identify countries, cities, regions, and notable landmarks.
Annotations can explain significant changes or events that led to the
alternate boundaries. Clear typography and consistent placement enhance map
readability and provide context for viewers.

Incorporating Historical and Hypothetical Elements

Including historical landmarks, trade routes, and population centers adds
depth to the map. Highlighting hypothetical changes, such as new political
borders or renamed countries, helps viewers understand the alternate
scenario. Using symbols or legends clarifies these elements.

Steps for Designing the Map

1. Start with a base map of the relevant time period.

2. Apply changes according to your alternate history scenario.

3. Adjust borders, names, and features to reflect the divergence outcomes.
4. Add labels, legends, and annotations for clarity.

5. Choose a color scheme and finalize visual elements.

Presenting and Sharing Your Map

Once the alternate history map is completed, presenting it effectively
enhances its impact. Whether for educational purposes, publication, or online
sharing, the presentation format should suit the target audience and medium.

Formats for Presentation
Maps can be presented in various formats, such as:

e Printed posters or book illustrations for academic or hobbyist use

e Digital images optimized for websites or social media



e Interactive web maps allowing users to explore alternate scenarios in
detail

Providing Context and Explanations

Including a written explanation or legend alongside the map helps viewers
understand the alternate history premise and the rationale behind the
changes. This context can be included as a caption, accompanying article, or
embedded notes within an interactive map.

Engaging with Alternate History Communities

Sharing maps within alternate history forums, social media groups, or
academic circles can foster discussion and feedback. Engagement with a
community of historians and enthusiasts can improve the map’s accuracy and
inspire further exploration of alternate historical scenarios.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an alternate history map?

An alternate history map is a visual representation of a world or region that
depicts historical events and outcomes differently from actual history,
imagining how borders, countries, and alliances might have changed.

Why should I create my own alternate history map?

Creating your own alternate history map allows you to explore creative
scenarios, understand historical cause and effect, and visualize 'what if'
situations that can be educational and entertaining.

What tools can I use to make an alternate history
map?

Popular tools include digital mapping software like Photoshop, GIMP, and
Inkarnate, as well as specialized programs like Wonderdraft or even simple
tools like PowerPoint or Canva for basic map creation.

How do I start designing an alternate history map?

Begin by choosing a historical event or period to alter, research the actual



historical context, decide on the changes you want to implement, and then
sketch or digitally create the new political boundaries and features.

What are some popular themes for alternate history
maps?

Common themes include alternate outcomes of wars, different colonial empires,
altered technological advancements, survival of ancient civilizations, or
hypothetical geopolitical alliances and conflicts.

How detailed should my alternate history map be?

The level of detail depends on your purpose; it can range from broad strokes
showing general territorial changes to highly detailed maps including cities,
infrastructure, and demographic information.

Can I share my alternate history map online?

Yes, many creators share their maps on platforms like Reddit, DeviantArt, or
dedicated alternate history forums, where you can get feedback and engage
with a community of enthusiasts.

Are there historical accuracy considerations when
making an alternate history map?

While alternate history involves imagination, grounding your changes in
plausible historical developments and understanding geopolitical factors can
make your map more believable and engaging.

How can I incorporate storytelling into my alternate
history map?

You can add annotations, timelines, or narratives that explain the changes
and their impacts, helping viewers understand the context and significance of
your alternate history scenario.

Additional Resources

1. Alternate Histories: Mapping the What-Ifs of the Past

This book explores various alternate history scenarios through detailed maps
and timelines. It provides readers with tools and techniques to create their
own alternate history maps, highlighting how geographical changes can
influence historical outcomes. The author combines cartography with
storytelling to bring alternate worlds to life.

2. The Art of Alternate History Mapping
Focused on the visual aspect of alternate history, this guide teaches readers



how to design compelling and accurate maps for hypothetical historical
scenarios. It covers cartographic principles, color theory, and the
integration of historical data to craft believable alternate maps. Ideal for
historians, writers, and map enthusiasts alike.

3. Imagining New Worlds: A Guide to Alternate History Cartography

This book offers a comprehensive approach to creating alternate history maps,
from conceptualizing different historical outcomes to representing them
spatially. It includes case studies of famous alternate history events and
their potential geographic impacts. Readers will find step-by-step
instructions for using mapping software and traditional drawing methods.

4. What If? Alternate History Maps and Scenarios

Presenting a collection of intriguing alternate history scenarios, this book
pairs each with detailed maps that illustrate the consequences of different
historical decisions. It encourages readers to think critically about how
geography shapes history and how small changes can have vast effects. The
maps serve as inspiration for creating personalized alternate history
projects.

5. Mapping the Past, Rewriting the Future

This volume delves into the methodology behind rewriting history through
maps, discussing how alternate political boundaries, migrations, and
conflicts can be visualized. It blends historical research with creative
speculation, providing frameworks for generating plausible alternate
timelines. The book also examines the impact of alternate maps on
understanding history.

6. Alternate History Atlas: Visualizing What Could Have Been

A richly illustrated atlas that showcases a series of alternate history maps
spanning different eras and regions. Each map is accompanied by contextual
essays explaining the divergence points and their ramifications. This book
serves as both an inspiration and a resource for those interested in the
spatial dimension of alternate histories.

7. Chronicles of Change: Designing Alternate History Maps

This instructional book focuses on the design process behind alternate
history maps, from initial research to final presentation. It addresses
challenges like maintaining historical plausibility while exercising creative
freedom. Readers will learn how to balance accuracy and imagination to
produce engaging alternate history visuals.

8. Reimagining Borders: Alternate History and Cartographic Storytelling
Exploring the narrative power of maps, this book examines how alternate
history maps can tell compelling stories about changed borders and nations.
It discusses techniques for highlighting key historical divergences and their
geographical consequences. The author also provides tips for incorporating
maps into broader alternate history storytelling.

9. Parallel Pasts: Crafting Your Own Alternate History Maps
This practical guide encourages readers to develop their own alternate



history worlds through map-making. It covers brainstorming historical "what-
if" scenarios, selecting pivotal events, and translating these into
geographical changes. With exercises and templates, it is perfect for
educators, writers, and hobbyists interested in alternate history
cartography.
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