MAGIC THE GATHERING EDITIONS GUIDE

MAGIC THE GATHERING EDITIONS GUIDE SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR PLAYERS, COLLECTORS, AND ENTHUSIASTS
AIMING TO NAVIGATE THE VAST HISTORY AND VARIETY OF MAGIC: THE GATHERING SETS. SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 1993,
MAGIC: THE GATHERING HAS RELEASED NUMEROUS EDITIONS, EACH BRINGING UNIQUE MECHANICS, THEMES, AND CARD DESIGNS
THAT SHAPE THE GAME'S EVOLVING LANDSCAPE. UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CORE SETS, EXPANSIONS, SPECIAL
EDITIONS, AND SUPPLEMENT ARY PRODUCTS IS CRUCIAL FOR DECK BUILDING, COLLECTING, AND GAMEPLAY STRATEGIES. THIS
GUIDE EXPLORES THE MAJOR MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS, HIGHLIGHTS THEIR DEFINING FEATURES, AND OUTLINES KEY
CONSIDERATIONS FOR PLAYERS AND COLLECTORS. W/HETHER SEEKING INFORMATION ON FOUNDATIONAL SETS OR THE LATEST
EXPANSIONS, THIS COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW PROVIDES CLARITY ON THE DIVERSE EDITIONS OF MAGIC: THE GATHERING. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS BREAK DOWN THE PRIMARY CATEGORIES AND NOTABLE SETS WITHIN THE GAME'S EXTENSIVE LINEUP.

Core SETS AND THEIR EVOLUTION

ExPANSION SETS AND THEMATIC BLocks

SPECIAL EDITIONS AND PROMOTIONAL RELEASES

o SUPPLEMENTARY PRODUCTS AND FORMATS

o COLLECTING AND IDENTIFYING MAGIC EDITIONS

Core SETS AND THEIR EVOLUTION

CORE SETS HAVE HISTORICALLY SERVED AS THE FOUNDATION FOR MAGIC: THE GATHERING/ INTRODUCING NEW PLAYERS TO THE
GAME AND PROVIDING A STEADY STREAM OF STAPLE CARDS FOR ALL FORMATS. THESE SETS TYPICALLY FEATURE A BALANCED
MIX OF CREATURES, SPELLS, AND LANDS SUITED FOR BEGINNERS AND VETERANS ALIKE. OVER TIME, CORE SETS HAVE EVOLVED IN
BOTH DESIGN PHILOSOPHY AND NAMING CONVENTIONS.

THe EARLY CoRE SETS

THE EARLIEST CORE SETS, SUCH AS ALPHA/ BETA, UNLIMITED, AND REVISED/ WERE THE INITIAL RELEASES THAT ESTABLISHED
THE GAME'S BASIC MECHANICS AND CARD POOL. THESE EDITIONS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON FUNDAMENTAL GAMEPLAY AND
INTRODUCED ICONIC CARDS THAT REMAIN RELEVANT IN VARIOUS FORMATS TODAY.

MoberN CoRE SETS

IN RECENT YEARS, CORE SETS WERE PERIODICALLY RELEASED WITH NAMES Like MaGic 2010 (M10), Macic 2011 (M11),
AND SO FORTH, UP To MaGIc 2015 (M15). THESE EDITIONS INCLUDED UPDATED CARD FRAMES, REPRINTS OF CLASSIC CARDS,
AND OCCASIONALLY NEW MECHANICS DESIGNED TO KEEP THE GAMEPLAY FRESH AND ACCESSIBLE. HOWEVER, STARTING IN 2016,
W 1zARDS OF THE COAST DISCONTINUED THE CORE SET LINE TO FOCUS ON MORE STORY-DRIVEN EXPANSIONS.

Key CHARACTERISTICS OF CORE SETS

e BALANCED CARD DISTRIBUTION FOR BEGINNER AND CASUAL PLAY

® REPRINTS OF STAPLE CARDS TO MAINTAIN FORMAT CONSISTENCY



® INTRODUCTION OF STRAIGHTFORW ARD MECHANICS WITHOUT HEAVY COMPLEXITY

® REGULAR ANNUAL OR BIENNIAL RELEASES DURING THEIR ACTIVE YEARS

EXPANSION SETS AND THEMATIC BLOCKS

EXPANSION SETS SIGNIFICANTLY BROADEN THE MAGIC: THE GATHERING CARD POOL AND OFTEN INTRODUCE NEW MECHANICS,
LORE, AND ENVIRONMENTS. THESE SETS ARE USUALLY GROUPED INTO BLOCKS, WHICH ARE SERIES OF RELATED EXPANSIONS
SHARING A COMMON THEME OR STORYLINE.

UNDERSTANDING BLOCKS

A BLOCK TYPICALLY CONSISTS OF TWO OR THREE EXPANSIONS RELEASED OVER THE COURSE OF A YEAR. EACH BLOCK DEVELOPS
A NARRATIVE ARC AND GAMEPLAY INNOVATIONS THAT INFLUENCE THE COMPETITIVE AND CASUAL SCENES. RECENT SHIFTS IN
DESIGN HAVE SEEN W 1zARDS OF THE COAST MOVE AWAY FROM STRICT BLOCK STRUCTURES TOWARD MORE STANDALONE
EXPANSIONS.

NoTABLE EXPANSION BLOCKS

SOME OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BLOCKS INCLUDE:

® RAVNICA BLOCK: FOCUSED ON GUILDS REPRESENTING TWO-COLOR COMBINATIONS, INTRODUCING MULTICOLOR
MECHANICS AND COMPLEX INTERACTIONS.

® THEROS BLOCK: INSPIRED BY GREEK MYTHOLOGY, FEATURING ENCHANTMENT THEMES AND HEROIC MECHANICS.

¢ INNISTRAD BLOCK: A GOTHIC HORROR SETTING WITH WEREWOLVES, VAMPIRES, AND SPIRITS, KNOWN FOR ITS STRONG
TRIBAL SYNERGIES.

STANDALONE EXPANSIONS

IN RECENT YEARS, MAGIC HAS SHIFTED TOWARD RELEASING STANDALONE EXPANSIONS THAT DO NOT BELONG TO A TRADITIONAL
BLOCK. THESE SETS OFTEN EXPLORE NEW THEMES AND MECHANICS WITH GREATER FLEXIBILITY AND FREQUENCY, SUCH AS
ZENDIKAR RISING AND |KORIA: LAIR OF BEHEMOTHS.

SPECIAL EDITIONS AND PROMOTIONAL RELEASES

BEYOND CORE AND EXPANSION SETS, MAGIC: THE GATHERING OFFERS VARIOUS SPECIAL EDITIONS AND PROMOTIONAL CARDS
THAT APPEAL TO COLLECTORS AND PLAYERS SEEKING UNIQUE OR LIMITED ITEMS. THESE RELEASES OFTEN FEATURE ALTERNATIVE
ARTWORK, FOIL TREATMENTS, OR EXCLUSIVE CARDS UNAVAILABLE IN REGULAR SETS.

FrROM THE V AULT SERIES

THe “FrROM THE VAULT” SERIES COMPILES POWERFUL OR ICONIC CARDS WITH NEW ART AND PREMIUM FOIL FINISHES. THESE SETS
CELEBRATE THE GAME’S HISTORY AND PROVIDE COLLECTORS WITH SOUGHT-AFTER VERSIONS OF STAPLE CARDS.



SECRET LAIR DrROPS

SECRET LAIR IS A PRODUCT LINE OFFERING LIMITED-TIME RELEASES OF THEMED CARD SETS, OFTEN FEATURING EXCLUSIVE
ARTWORK AND COLLABORATIONS WITH ARTISTS OR FRANCHISES. THESE DROPS ARE COLLECTIBLE AND SOMETIMES INCLUDE
REPRINTS WITH UNIQUE DESIGNS.

PromoTIONAL CARDS AND PREVIEWS

PROMOTIONAL CARDS ARE DISTRIBUTED THROUGH EVENTS, PRERELEASES, AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS. THEY OFTEN SERVE AS
PREVIEWS FOR UPCOMING SETS OR COMMEMORATE MILESTONES. THESE CARDS TYPICALLY HAVE DISTINCTIVE STAMPS OR FOIL
PATTERNS.

SUPPLEMENTARY PRODUCTS AND FORMATS

MAGIC: THE GATHERING ALSO INCLUDES SUPPLEMENTARY PRODUCTS THAT SUPPORT VARIOUS FORMATS AND GAMEPLAY
STYLES. THESE PRODUCTS ENHANCE THE GAME EXPERIENCE BY PROVIDING ALTERNATIVE WAYS TO PLAY OR ADDITIONAL
CONTENT.

CoMMANDER ProODUCTS

COMMANDER IS A POPULAR MULTIPLAYER FORMAT WITH UNIQUE DECK-BUILDING RULES. \WIZARDS OF THE COAST REGULARLY
RELEASES PRECONSTRUCTED COMMANDER DECKS AND RELATED PRODUCTS, EACH FEATURING LEGENDARY CREATURES AND
SYNERGISTIC THEMES.

MoberN HoRrIZONS AND OTHER SUPPLEMENTAL SETS

SETS LIKE MODERN HORIZONS ARE DESIGNED TO INJECT NEW CARDS DIRECTLY INTO NON-ROTATING FORMATS SUCH AS MODERN,
BYPASSING STANDARD LEGALITY. THESE EXPANSIONS OFTEN INCLUDE POWERFUL CARDS AND MECHANICS NOT AVAILABLE IN
REGULAR STANDARD SETS.

DRAFT AND BoOSTER PRODUCTS

DRAFT BOOSTERS, COLLECTOR BOOSTERS, AND THEME BOOSTERS ARE AMONG THE VARIOUS PRODUCT TYPES DESIGNED TO
CATER TO DIFFERENT PLAYER PREFERENCES, FROM CASUAL DRAFTING TO HIGH-END COLLECTING.

COLLECTING AND IDENTIFYING MAGIC EDITIONS

For COLLECTORS, UNDERSTANDING HOW TO IDENTIFY DIFFERENT MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS IS VITAL. CARDS CAN BE
DIFFERENTIATED BY EDITION SYMBOLS, CARD FRAMES, AND RARITY INDICATORS. ADDITIONALLY, THE CONDITION AND PRINT RUN
OF AN EDITION IMPACT ITS VALUE.

EbiTioN SyMBoLs AND CARD FRAMES

EACH SET IS MARKED BY A UNIQUE SYMBOL NEAR THE CARD’S NAME OR ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE CARD, INDICATING ITS EDITION.
CARD FRAMES HAVE ALSO EVOLVED, WITH MAJOR REDESIGNS OCCURRING IN 8 TH EDITION AND LATER SETS TO MODERNIZE THE
GAME'S APPEARANCE.



RARITY AND FOIL TREATMENTS

RARITY IS INDICATED BY THE COLOR OF THE EDITION SYMBOL: BLACK FOR COMMON, SILVER FOR UNCOMMON, GOLD FOR RARE,
AND ORANGE-RED FOR MYTHIC RARE. FOIL CARDS FEATURE A REFLECTIVE SURFACE AND ARE OFTEN SOUGHT AFTER BY
COLLECTORS.

Tips ForR COLLECTORS

1. VERIFY THE EDITION SYMBOL TO CONFIRM THE SET.

2. UNDERSTAND THE CARD FRAME STYLE TO DATE OLDER OR NEWER PRINTS.

3. CHECK FOR FOIL OR SPECIAL TREATMENTS THAT INCREASE RARITY.

4. MAINTAIN CARDS IN PROTECTIVE SLEEVES OR CASES TO PRESERVE CONDITION.

5. STAY INFORMED ABOUT REPRINTS AND SPECIAL RELEASES THAT MAY AFFECT CARD VALUE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE THE MAJOR MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS AND HOW DO THEY DIFFER?

THE MAJOR MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS INCLUDE CORE SETS, ExPANSION SETS, AND SPECIAL SETS. CORE SETS PROVIDE
A FOUNDATION WITH REPRINTS AND NEW CARDS, EXPANSION SETS INTRODUCE NEW MECHANICS AND THEMES, AND SPECIAL SETS
OFTEN FEATURE UNIQUE FORMATS OR THEMES. EACH EDITION DIFFERS IN CARD DESIGN, MECHANICS, AND STORYLINE FOCUS.

How cAN | IDENTIFY WHICH MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITION A CARD BELONGS TO?

Y OU CAN IDENTIFY A CARD’S EDITION BY LOOKING AT THE SET SYMBOL LOCATED ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE CARD, BELOW THE
ARTWORK. EACH EDITION HAS A UNIQUE SYMBOL AND SOMETIMES A SPECIFIC RELEASE YEAR. ADDITIONALLY, THE CARD’S BORDER
STYLE AND RARITY COLOR CAN PROVIDE CLUES ABOUT THE EDITION.

\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DIFFERENT MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS FOR
GAMEPLAY?

DIFFERENT EDITIONS INTRODUCE NEW MECHANICS, THEMES, AND STRATEGIES, IMPACTING GAMEPLAY VARIETY AND DECK-BUILDING
OPTIONS. SOME EDITIONS ARE LEGAL IN CERTAIN TOURNAMENT FORMATS WHILE OTHERS ARE NOT, MAKING IT IMPORTANT TO
KNOW THE EDITION FOR COMPETITIVE PLAY.

ARE OLDER MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS STILL PLAYABLE IN MODERN FORMATS?

MANY OLDER EDITIONS ARE PLAYABLE IN FORMATS LIKE VINTAGE AND LEGACY, WHICH ALLOW CARDS FROM MOST MAGIC SETS.
HO\X/EVERI STANDARD FORMAT ONLY PERMITS CARDS FROM THE MOST RECENT SETS, TYPICALLY THE LAST 1-2 YeARs. IT's
IMPORTANT TO CHECK THE FORMAT LEGALITY FOR THE EDITION YOU WANT TO PLAY WITH.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE OR DATABASE FOR MAGIC: THE GATHERING
EDITIONS?

COMPREHENSIVE GUIDES AND DATABASES FOR MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OFFICIAL WEBSITES LIKE



W1zARDS OF THE COAST, AS WELL AS FAN SITES LIKE SCRYFALL, MTG SALVATION, AND GATHERER. THESE RESOURCES
PROVIDE DETAILED INFORMATION ON SETS, CARDS, MECHANICS, AND EDITION HISTORY.

How Do sPeCIAL OR LIMITED MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS AFFECT CARD VALUE
AND COLLECTING?

SPECIAL OR LIMITED EDITIONS OFTEN HAVE UNIQUE ARTWORK, FOILING, OR ALTERNATE CARD FRAMES, MAKING THEM MORE
DESIRABLE TO COLLECTORS. THEIR LIMITED AVAILABILITY CAN INCREASE CARD VALUE OVER TIME. COLLECTORS SEEK THESE
EDITIONS FOR RARITY, AESTHETICS, AND POTENTIAL INVESTMENT VALUE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe CompPreHENSIVE GUIDE TO MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS

THIS BOOK OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH OVERVIEW OF EVERY MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITION FROM THE GAME'S INCEPTION TO THE
PRESENT DAY. |T INCLUDES DETAILS ABOUT SET MECHANICS, NOTABLE CARDS, AND THE EVOLUTION OF THE GAME’S LORE. IDEAL
FOR BOTH NEW PLAYERS AND LONGTIME FANS LOOKING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF MTG’S RICH HISTORY.

2. Macic: THE GATHERING EDITION CHRONICLES

EXPLORE THE CHRONOLOGICAL PROGRESSION OF MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS WITH THIS DETAILED CHRONICLE. THE BOOK
DELVES INTO THE DESIGN PHILOSOPHIES BEHIND EACH SET AND HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPACT THESE EDITIONS HAVE HAD ON GAMEPLAY
AND THE COMPETITIVE SCENE. |T°S A PERFECT COMPANION FOR COLLECTORS AND ENTHUSIASTS WANTING TO TRACK THE GAME’S
DEVELOPMENT.

3. MASTERING MAGIC: THE GATHERING - EDITION BY EDITION

FOCUSED ON STRATEGY AND GAMEPLAY, THIS GUIDE BREAKS DOWN KEY CARDS AND TACTICS FROM EACH MAGIC: THE
GATHERING EDITION. |T HELPS PLAYERS UNDERSTAND HOW NEW MECHANICS INTRODUCED IN EACH SET CAN BE LEVERAGED TO
BUILD POWERFUL DECKS. THE BOOK ALSO OFFERS TIPS ON TRANSITIONING BETWEEN FORMATS AS THE GAME EVOLVES.

4. Magic: THE GATHERING - A CoLLECTOR'S EpiTion GUIDE

DESIGNED FOR COLLECTORS, THIS BOOK CATALOGS EVERY MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITION WITH A FOCUS ON RARE AND
VALUABLE CARDS. |T PROVIDES MARKET INSIGHTS, GRADING TIPS, AND ADVICE ON PRESERVING CARD CONDITION. A MUST-HAVE
RESOURCE FOR ANYONE SERIOUS ABOUT COLLECTING MTG CARDS.

5. THE ART AND Lore oF MaaGic: THE GATHERING EDITIONS

THIS EDITION GUIDE HIGHLIGHTS THE STUNNING ARTWORK AND RICH STORYTELLING FOUND ACROSS MAGIC: THE GATHERING
SETS. |T INCLUDES INTERVIEWS WITH ARTISTS AND LORE CREATORS, PROVIDING A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT THE CREATIVE
PROCESS. PERFECT FOR FANS INTERESTED IN THE NARRATIVE AND VISUAL ASPECTS OF THE GAME.

6. UNDERSTANDING MAGIC: THE GATHERING MECHANICS ACROSS EDITIONS

DIVE DEEP INTO THE MECHANICS INTRODUCED IN EACH MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITION AND LEARN HOW THEY SHAPED GAMEPLAY.
THIS BOOK EXPLAINS COMPLEX RULES AND INTERACTIONS IN AN ACCESSIBLE WAY, MAKING IT EASIER FOR PLAYERS TO GRASP
EVOLVING GAME DYNAMICS. |T°S AN EXCELLENT RESOURCE FOR BOTH CASUAL AND COMPETITIVE PLAYERS.

7. MaGic: THE GATHERING EDITIONS - FRoM ALPHA TO TODAY

COVERING EVERY MAJOR EDITION FROM ALPHA ONWARD, THIS GUIDE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY AND ANALYSIS OF
MTG’S EXPANSION SETS. |T INCLUDES RARE TRIVIA, DEVELOPMENT ANECDOTES, AND INSIGHTS INTO THE GAME’S CHANGING META.
A VALUABLE READ FOR ANYONE FASCINATED BY THE GAME’S LEGACY.

8. BuiLbinG Decks wiTH MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITION GUIDES

THIS PRACTICAL GUIDE FOCUSES ON DECK-BUILDING STRATEGIES TAILORED TO THE CARDS AND MECHANICS FOUND IN SPECIFIC
MAGIC: THE GATHERING EDITIONS. |T OFFERS SAMPLE DECK LISTS AND ADVICE ON ADAPTING TO NEW RELEASES. GREAT FOR
PLAYERS LOOKING TO IMPROVE THEIR COMPETITIVE EDGE WITH EDITION-SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE.

Q. THE EvoLuTion oF MaGic: THE GATHERING EDITIONS AND FORMATS

ExPLORE HOW MAGIC: THE GATHERING’S EDITIONS HAVE INFLUENCED THE CREATION AND TRANSFORMATION OF VARIOUS GAME
FORMATS. THE BOOK TRACKS THE RISE OF STANDARD, MODERN, COMMANDER, AND MORE, SHOWING HOW DIFFERENT SETS
CONTRIBUTE TO FORMAT DIVERSITY. ESSENTIAL READING FOR PLAYERS INTERESTED IN FORMAT STRATEGY AND HISTORY.
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