mack wilberg come thou fount

mack wilberg come thou fount is a celebrated arrangement of the classic hymn "Come Thou Fount
of Every Blessing," masterfully crafted by Mack Wilberg. This rendition has gained significant
recognition within choral and sacred music circles due to its rich harmonies and emotive expression.
Known for his role as the music director of the renowned Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square,
Wilberg's interpretation brings a fresh yet reverent perspective to this timeless piece. The
arrangement is frequently performed in church services, concerts, and recordings, showcasing the
blend of traditional hymnody and contemporary choral artistry. This article explores the origins of the
hymn, Mack Wilberg’'s musical influence, the characteristics of his arrangement, and the impact it has
had on both performers and audiences. Additionally, insights into the performance practice and
availability of this arrangement will be discussed to provide a comprehensive understanding of mack
wilberg come thou fount.
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Origins and History of "Come Thou Fount"

The hymn "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" was originally written by Robert Robinson in 1757. As
a beloved Christian hymn, it has been included in many hymnals across different denominations
worldwide. The lyrics express a deep spiritual yearning for divine grace, and the melody most
commonly associated with it, named "Nettleton," has roots in early American folk music. Over the
centuries, the hymn has maintained its popularity due to its profound theological message and
singable tune, making it a staple in worship settings.

Historical Context of the Hymn

Robert Robinson composed the hymn during a period of personal transformation, reflecting his
conversion experience. The text is rich in metaphor and biblical allusion, emphasizing themes of
grace, redemption, and the human response to divine love. The tune "Nettleton" was first published in
the early 19th century and became the standard melody paired with Robinson’s words. This
combination has inspired countless musical adaptations and arrangements, including the notable
work by Mack Wilberg.



Traditional Musical Settings

Traditionally, "Come Thou Fount" is performed with simple harmonic accompaniment, often piano or
organ, allowing congregational singing. The melody is straightforward, fostering easy participation,
which contributes to its enduring presence in worship services. Various arrangements have expanded
the hymn’s musical scope, from solo vocal performances to elaborate choral compositions.

Mack Wilberg: Composer and Conductor

Mack Wilberg is a distinguished American composer, arranger, and conductor, best known for his
leadership of the Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square. His background includes formal training in
composition and choir direction, with a career spanning decades of musical excellence. Wilberg’s
approach marries traditional sacred music with sophisticated harmonizations and orchestral textures,
elevating the choral repertoire.

Professional Background

Wilberg earned degrees in music composition and choral conducting and has held academic positions
as well as leadership roles in major musical organizations. His tenure as music director of the
Tabernacle Choir has solidified his reputation for innovative arrangements and meticulous attention to
vocal detail. Wilberg's work often reflects a deep understanding of liturgical traditions and
contemporary musical sensibilities.

Contributions to Sacred Music

Among Wilberg’s numerous contributions, his arrangements of hymns stand out for their artistic
depth and accessibility. He has arranged many classic hymns and spirituals, bringing renewed vitality
to familiar repertoire. His work on "Come Thou Fount" exemplifies his skill in balancing reverence for
the original material with fresh musical expression.

Musical Characteristics of Wilberg's Arrangement

Mack Wilberg's arrangement of "Come Thou Fount" features intricate choral harmonies, dynamic
contrasts, and a nuanced interpretation that highlights the hymn’s spiritual message. His setting often
includes expanded vocal parts and rich accompaniment, showcasing both the choir’s capabilities and
the emotional contours of the text.

Harmonic Structure and Voice Leading

The arrangement employs sophisticated harmonic progressions that enhance the hymn's melodic line
without overshadowing it. Wilberg’s voice leading ensures smooth transitions between chords and
parts, creating a flowing and immersive listening experience. The interplay between soprano, alto,
tenor, and bass voices is carefully crafted to maintain clarity and balance.



Dynamic and Expressive Elements

Wilberg'’s version incorporates dynamic shading and phrasing that emphasize key textual moments.
Crescendos, diminuendos, and subtle tempo changes contribute to the arrangement’s emotional
impact. These musical elements invite performers to engage deeply with the hymn’s themes of grace
and devotion.

Instrumentation and Accompaniment

While the arrangement is often performed a cappella or with organ accompaniment, Wilberg’s scores
sometimes include orchestral parts. These add layers of texture and color, supporting the choir and
enhancing the overall sound. The instrumental accompaniment is designed to complement rather
than compete with the vocal lines.

Performance and Reception

Mack Wilberg’s arrangement of "Come Thou Fount" has been embraced by choirs and audiences
worldwide. Its blend of tradition and innovation makes it suitable for various settings, from formal
concerts to worship services. The piece’s reception highlights its ability to inspire both performers and
listeners.

Notable Performances

Wilberg's arrangement has been featured in numerous high-profile performances, including those by
the Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square and other professional choral ensembles. These performances
often receive critical acclaim for their artistry and emotional depth.

Audience and Performer Impact

The arrangement resonates with audiences due to its spiritual sincerity and musical beauty. Singers
appreciate the challenge and reward of performing Wilberg’'s complex harmonies and expressive
phrasing, often reporting a heightened sense of connection to the hymn’s message.

Educational Use

Many choral directors use Wilberg’s arrangement as a teaching tool for advanced choirs, focusing on
vocal technique, ensemble cohesion, and expressive interpretation. The piece offers opportunities for
developing skills in sight-reading, blend, and dynamic control.

Accessing and Utilizing Wilberg’'s Arrangement

Those interested in performing Mack Wilberg’s "Come Thou Fount" arrangement can access the music
through various channels. Understanding the availability and usage guidelines is essential for choirs



and conductors aiming to incorporate this piece into their repertoire.

Score Availability

The arrangement is published and can be obtained through music publishers specializing in sacred
and choral music. Scores are available in different formats, including full scores, vocal parts, and
accompaniment tracks, accommodating diverse performance needs.

Licensing and Permissions

Performers and organizations should be aware of copyright considerations when using Wilberg’s
arrangement. Proper licensing ensures the legal use of the music in public performances and
recordings.

Tips for Performance Preparation

e Familiarize the choir with the hymn’s original melody and text to provide context.
e Focus on blend and tuning to navigate the complex harmonies.
e Work on dynamic contrasts and phrasing to convey the arrangement’s emotional nuances.

e Consider rehearsal with accompaniment to balance vocal and instrumental parts effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mack Wilberg in relation to the piece ‘Come Thou
Fount'?

Mack Wilberg is a renowned composer and conductor who created a popular choral arrangement of
the hymn 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.' He is known for his work with the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir.

What is unique about Mack Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come
Thou Fount'?

Mack Wilberg's arrangement of '‘Come Thou Fount' is noted for its rich harmonies, dynamic choral
textures, and emotional depth, which bring a fresh and inspiring perspective to the traditional hymn.



Where can | find recordings of Mack Wilberg's 'Come Thou
Fount'?

Recordings of Mack Wilberg's arrangement of 'Come Thou Fount' can often be found on platforms like
YouTube, Spotify, and through releases by the Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square.

Is Mack Wilberg's 'Come Thou Fount' suitable for church
choirs?

Yes, Mack Wilberg's arrangement is popular among church choirs due to its beautiful harmonies and
accessible vocal parts, making it a favored choice for worship services and special events.

What is the historical background of the hymn 'Come Thou
Fount' that Mack Wilberg arranged?

The hymn 'Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing' was written by Robert Robinson in the 18th century.
Mack Wilberg's arrangement modernizes the piece while maintaining its traditional spiritual essence.

Has Mack Wilberg arranged other well-known hymns besides
'‘Come Thou Fount'?

Yes, Mack Wilberg has arranged numerous hymns and sacred pieces, many of which have been
performed and recorded by the Tabernacle Choir, showcasing his talent in choral music arrangement.

Additional Resources

1. "Come Thou Fount: A Hymn of Grace"

This book explores the history and theological significance of the hymn "Come Thou Fount of Every
Blessing." It delves into the origins of the lyrics, the composer’s background, and the hymn's impact
on Christian worship. Readers will gain insight into the rich spiritual themes embedded in the song.

2. "Mack Wilberg: The Life and Music of a Choral Visionary"

A comprehensive biography of Mack Wilberg, this book highlights his contributions to choral music
and his role as a conductor and arranger. It covers his career milestones, creative process, and
influence on modern sacred music, including his arrangements of beloved hymns like "Come Thou
Fount."

3. "Sacred Choral Arrangements: The Art of Mack Wilberg"

Focusing on Wilberg’s distinctive style, this book analyzes his approach to arranging sacred music. It
includes detailed breakdowns of his arrangements, including "Come Thou Fount," and discusses how
he enhances traditional hymns with rich harmonies and dynamic textures.

4. "Hymns for the Soul: The Enduring Legacy of 'Come Thou Fount"

This book traces the cultural and spiritual legacy of "Come Thou Fount" through the centuries. It
includes essays on the hymn’s use in different denominations, its adaptations in contemporary
worship, and reflections from musicians like Mack Wilberg who have brought new life to the piece.



5. "Choral Conducting Techniques Inspired by Mack Wilberg"

Designed for conductors and music educators, this resource offers practical guidance inspired by
Wilberg’s conducting style. It includes exercises, rehearsal tips, and insights on interpreting hymns
such as "Come Thou Fount," aimed at achieving expressive and polished choral performances.

6. "The Hymnal Tradition: From Early Church to Modern Arrangements"

This book provides a historical overview of hymnody, covering the evolution of hymn texts and tunes.
It situates "Come Thou Fount" within this tradition and examines how arrangers like Mack Wilberg
continue to shape the hymn’s place in worship music today.

7. "Embodying Worship: The Musical and Spiritual Dimensions of Hymns"

Exploring the intersection of music and spirituality, this book discusses how hymns like "Come Thou
Fount" facilitate worship experiences. It includes perspectives on musical arrangement,
congregational singing, and the role of leaders like Wilberg in enhancing worship through music.

8. "Arranging Hymns for Contemporary Choirs"

A practical guide for arrangers and choir directors, this book covers techniques for adapting
traditional hymns for modern ensembles. Using "Come Thou Fount" as a case study, it explains
methods for balancing respect for the original melody with innovative harmonic and rhythmic
elements.

9. "The Sound of Grace: Exploring Choral Music in Worship"

This book examines the role of choral music in faith communities, highlighting key works and
arrangers who have contributed to the genre. It features a chapter on Mack Wilberg’s arrangements,
including his version of "Come Thou Fount," emphasizing how such music enriches spiritual
expression.
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