lsat writing sample example

lsat writing sample example is a crucial component of the Law School
Admission Test, designed to assess a candidate’s ability to construct a
coherent, persuasive argument under time constraints. This writing sample is
not scored but is sent to law schools as part of the applicant’s file,
providing insight into their analytical writing skills. Understanding what an
effective LSAT writing sample example looks like can help test-takers prepare
more confidently and perform better on test day. This article explores the
format, purpose, and strategies for crafting a strong LSAT writing sample. It
also includes a detailed example and tips for maximizing clarity and impact.
By examining these aspects, prospective law students can approach the LSAT
writing section with greater assurance and skill.
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Understanding the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample is an unscored essay completed during the LSAT exam,
intended to evaluate a candidate’s ability to formulate a well-reasoned
argument. Although it does not affect the LSAT score directly, the writing
sample is sent to law schools as part of the application package. Admissions
committees use it to gauge an applicant’s writing skills, logical reasoning,
and ability to communicate effectively in writing—qualities essential for law
school success.

Purpose of the LSAT Writing Sample

The primary purpose of the LSAT writing sample is to assess analytical
writing and argumentation skills. Test takers are presented with a decision
prompt involving two options, each with pros and cons. The task requires
choosing one option and defending that choice with logical reasoning and
supporting evidence. This exercise measures the ability to organize thoughts,
analyze complex issues, and present arguments clearly and persuasively.



Importance for Law School Admissions

While the LSAT writing sample is not scored, law schools review it to
evaluate applicants in ways standardized multiple-choice sections cannot
capture. A well-crafted writing sample demonstrates critical thinking,
clarity, and professionalism. In competitive admissions scenarios, a strong
writing sample can help differentiate candidates with similar LSAT scores and
GPAs.

Format and Structure of the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing sample follows a standardized format that test takers must
understand to perform effectively. Familiarity with this structure allows for
efficient use of the 35-minute time limit and the production of a clear,
organized essay.

Essay Prompt and Task

Test takers receive a prompt outlining a decision scenario involving two
choices. Each choice comes with specific advantages and disadvantages. The
instructions require selecting one option and constructing a persuasive
argument explaining the choice, addressing potential counterarguments, and
supporting the position with reasoning and examples.

Recommended Essay Structure

Effective LSAT writing samples typically adopt a clear and logical structure,
often consisting of the following components:

e Introduction: Briefly state the issue and clearly present the chosen
option.

e Body Paragraphs: Develop reasons supporting the choice, including
evidence and examples. Address counterarguments to demonstrate critical
thinking.

e Conclusion: Summarize the main points and reaffirm the decision,
emphasizing its advantages.

Analyzing an LSAT Writing Sample Example

Reviewing a concrete LSAT writing sample example provides valuable insight
into the expectations and effective techniques for this section. The
following analysis breaks down a typical writing sample prompt and response.



Sample Prompt Overview

Consider a prompt that presents a city council deciding between two options
to improve community safety: increasing police patrols or investing in
neighborhood watch programs. Each option has pros and cons, and the candidate
must choose one and justify it.

Sample Writing Sample Example

In this example, the writer selects investing in neighborhood watch programs
as the preferred option. The essay begins with a clear thesis statement
outlining this choice. The body paragraphs explain how neighborhood watch
programs foster community engagement, enhance local vigilance, and build
trust between residents and authorities. The writer also acknowledges that
police patrols can provide immediate response but argues that community
involvement offers sustainable, long-term benefits. The conclusion reiterates
the decision, emphasizing the importance of community empowerment for lasting
safety improvements.

Key Features of the Example

This writing sample example demonstrates several important qualities:

Clarity: The position is clearly stated and easy to understand.

Logical Organization: Arguments follow a coherent progression with
supporting evidence.

Balanced Reasoning: The writer addresses counterarguments fairly and
effectively.

Conciseness: Each paragraph focuses on a single main idea without
unnecessary detail.

Strategies for Writing a Strong LSAT Writing
Sample

Successful LSAT writing samples combine clear reasoning, strong organization,
and effective time management. The following strategies help maximize the
quality of the essay within the time constraints.



Analyze the Prompt Carefully

Spend the first few minutes reading the prompt thoroughly to understand the
decision choices and their respective advantages and disadvantages.
Identifying the best option to defend is critical before beginning to write.

Plan Before Writing

Create a brief outline to organize thoughts and structure the essay. Decide
on key arguments, supporting evidence, and potential counterarguments to
address. This preparation ensures a logical flow and prevents writer’s block.

Use Clear and Concise Language

Clarity is paramount in the writing sample. Avoid overly complex sentences or
jargon. Focus on expressing ideas in straightforward language while
maintaining a formal tone appropriate for law school admissions.

Address Counterarguments

Demonstrating awareness of opposing views enhances the essay’s
persuasiveness. Briefly acknowledge potential objections and explain why the
chosen option still remains superior.

Manage Time Effectively

Allocate time wisely: spend about 5 minutes planning, 25 minutes writing, and
5 minutes reviewing and revising. Allowing time for proofreading can catch
errors and improve overall clarity.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in the LSAT Writing
Sample

Awareness of common pitfalls can prevent errors that weaken the writing
sample’s impact. Avoiding these mistakes contributes to a more professional
and compelling essay.

Failing to Take a Clear Position

One of the most significant errors is not clearly choosing one of the options
presented. Ambiguity or indecision weakens the argument and leaves the reader
uncertain about the writer’s stance.



Lack of Organization

Disorganized essays with unclear structure or unrelated ideas confuse the
reader and reduce persuasiveness. A clear introduction, body, and conclusion
are essential.

Ignoring Counterarguments

Neglecting to address potential objections suggests a lack of critical
analysis. Including counterarguments shows depth of reasoning and strengthens
the chosen position.

Poor Grammar and Mechanics

Errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling detract from the professionalism
of the writing sample. Proofreading is essential to avoid careless mistakes.

Overly Wordy or Vague Language

Using unnecessarily complex words or vague statements can obscure meaning and
reduce clarity. Conciseness and precision are preferable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the LSAT writing sample?

The LSAT writing sample is a timed, 35-minute essay writing task that is part
of the Law School Admission Test. It assesses your ability to formulate a
coherent argument and communicate it effectively in writing.

Can you provide an example of an LSAT writing sample
prompt?

An example prompt might present a decision between two options, such as
choosing to allocate limited funds either to improving campus security or
enhancing student recreational facilities, and ask you to argue in favor of
one choice based on given criteria.

How should I structure my LSAT writing sample essay?

A good structure includes an introduction stating your position, several
paragraphs with reasons and evidence supporting your choice, and a conclusion
summarizing your argument. Clarity and logical flow are essential.



Are there any example LSAT writing samples available
online?

Yes, many test prep websites and law school admissions resources provide
sample prompts and example essays to help you practice and understand what is
expected in the LSAT writing sample.

Does the LSAT writing sample affect my LSAT score?

No, the LSAT writing sample is not scored and does not affect your LSAT
score. However, it is sent to law schools as part of your application and can
demonstrate your writing and reasoning skills.

What are some tips for writing a strong LSAT writing
sample?

Focus on clearly stating your position, using logical reasoning, addressing
counterarguments, organizing your essay coherently, and writing in a clear,
formal style. Practice with sample prompts to improve your speed and
confidence.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering the LSAT Writing Sample: Strategies and Examples

This book offers a comprehensive guide to tackling the LSAT writing sample
with confidence. It provides detailed strategies on structuring arguments,
analyzing prompts, and presenting clear, persuasive writing. Sample essays
and practice prompts help readers hone their skills and improve their writing
under timed conditions.

2. The Complete LSAT Writing Workbook

Designed for LSAT test-takers aiming to excel in the writing section, this
workbook features numerous practice prompts paired with sample responses. It
breaks down the essentials of logical reasoning, organization, and clarity.
Readers receive valuable tips on avoiding common pitfalls and crafting
compelling arguments.

3. LSAT Writing Sample Examples Explained

This book dives deep into the analysis of various LSAT writing sample
responses, highlighting what works and what doesn’t. Each example is
annotated to explain how it meets the LSAT'’s criteria for evaluation. The
explanations help readers understand how to strengthen their own writing
samples.

4. How to Write a Top-Scoring LSAT Writing Sample

Focused specifically on achieving the highest possible score, this guide
emphasizes persuasive writing techniques tailored to the LSAT format. It
provides step-by-step instructions for planning, drafting, and revising



essays within the time limit. Readers gain insight into the mindset of LSAT
graders and how to appeal to them.

5. LSAT Writing Sample: Real Prompts and Sample Responses

Featuring a collection of authentic LSAT writing prompts from past exams,
this book allows readers to practice in conditions similar to the actual
test. Each prompt is followed by model answers that showcase different
approaches and styles. The comparative analysis helps readers develop their
own unique voice.

6. Logical Writing for the LSAT: Crafting Effective Essays

This book focuses on the logical structure crucial to the LSAT writing
sample. It teaches readers how to organize ideas coherently, use evidence
effectively, and avoid logical fallacies. With practical exercises, it
strengthens critical thinking and writing skills simultaneously.

7. The LSAT Writing Sample Bible

An all-encompassing resource, this book covers every aspect of the LSAT
writing sample, from understanding the prompt to final proofreading. It
includes tips from LSAT experts, sample essays at various skill levels, and
checklists to track progress. This bible is ideal for those seeking thorough
preparation.

8. Practice Makes Perfect: LSAT Writing Sample Edition

This practice-oriented book emphasizes repetition and refinement, offering
dozens of prompts and space for writing full essays. Detailed answer keys and
scoring rubrics help students self-assess and identify areas for improvement.
The book encourages disciplined practice to build confidence and competence.

9. Essential Tips and Tricks for the LSAT Writing Sample

A concise guide packed with actionable advice, this book helps test-takers
quickly grasp the essentials of effective LSAT writing. It highlights common
mistakes, time management techniques, and persuasive writing tactics. Perfect
for last-minute review, it boosts performance with practical, easy-to-apply
tips.
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